
EXTENSIONS OF REMARKS, Vol. 154, Pt. 79456 May 15, 2008 
years, Hope and Harvey Schechter. They are 
being honored at the 7th Annual Hillel 818 
Dinner Celebration for their generous support 
and outstanding contributions to Los Angeles 
Valley College and to our community. 

I have had the pleasure of working with 
Hope and Harvey throughout the years on 
many important issues of concern to the San 
Fernando Valley, the State of California and 
our Nation. I value their counsel, respect their 
knowledge and appreciate the help they have 
given me in my career. 

Harvey is a remarkable individual who has 
dedicated his life to protecting our civil rights 
and combating anti-Semitism and racial dis-
crimination. From 1952, when he began his 
impressive career with the Anti-Defamation 
League (ADL), until 1993 when he retired as 
Western States Regional Director of the ADL 
Foundation, he has been at the forefront on 
critical humanitarian issues of concern to the 
ADL, the Jewish community and the world at 
large. Harvey has been a mentor, confidant, 
friend, teacher and inspiration to others during 
his career. His speeches, writings, and incom-
parable wit have enriched all who have had 
the good fortune to know him. 

Following Harvey’s retirement from the ADL, 
he rediscovered the joy of learning at Los An-
geles Valley College. He touched the lives of 
hundreds of students as he shared with them 
the knowledge he has gained in his 84 years. 

Hope is an outstanding example of the 
American dream. Born in a small mining town 
in Arizona to Mexican-American parents who 
spoke no English, she overcame tremendous 
challenges to achieve great success. After 
dropping out of high school, she worked at 
menial jobs, including as an underpaid gar-
ment industry worker. Her personal experience 
with the injustices to unskilled workers led her 
to a career as a union organizer for the Inter-
national Ladies Garment Workers Union. She 
helped improve the quality of life for hundreds 
of workers by her determination, positive atti-
tude and resilience. Her career includes many 
significant contributions to our community, in-
cluding Community Service Organizer, fighting 
for safe neighborhoods, establishing the first 
Head Start Operation in Los Angeles County, 
helping resolve racial issues as a member of 
the Board of Directors of the Council of Mexi-
can American Affairs and many more. She be-
came a Certified Court Reporter, established 
her own firm and was the first woman elected 
President of the General Court Reporters As-
sociation. During my brief period in law prac-
tice, Hope was my court reporter of choice. 

Beyond her community contributions, Hope 
has been a valuable asset to the California 
Democratic Party, serving for many years on 
the California Democratic State Central Com-
mittee in a number of leadership positions and 
volunteering her time and efforts to numerous 
political campaigns. Hope’s dedication and 
tireless efforts on behalf of our community are 
an inspiration to us all. 

Hope and Harvey recently celebrated 53 
years of a wonderful marriage. Although they 
have no children of their own, they have been 
‘‘adopted’’ as parents by more than one hun-
dred young people they have met on the cam-
pus and in the community. 

I rise today to ask my colleagues to join me 
in honoring two special people who’s caring 
and contributions have benefited so many. 
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Mr. STEARNS. Madam Speaker, on May 
7th, Dmitri Medvedev was sworn in as the 
new Russian President. It remains to be seen 
if he will be more than just a puppet controlled 
by Prime Minister Putin, but if the President’s 
victory speech is any indication, we should ex-
pect a ‘‘direct continuation’’ of Putin’s iron- 
fisted policies. 

As Russia desires to regain its stance as a 
major world power, rest assured Putin and 
Medvedev will stop at nothing to achieve this. 
As Americans, we should be wary of Putin’s 
legacy of government corruption, diminished 
democracy, and antagonistic stance toward its 
former Soviet neighbors and the West. 

Although there may be opportunities for the 
U.S. to re-engage with Russia under 
Medvedev, we must proceed with caution. Let 
us not forgot that there are Iranian enrichment 
facilities in Russia, and that Russia uses its oil 
and gas resources to manipulate and control 
its sovereign neighbors. 

These are the characteristics of an emerg-
ing dictatorship hiding beneath the mask of 
democracy. 
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Mr. WALBERG. Madam Speaker, it is my 
special privilege to recognize the 2008 
Lenawee County ATHENA Award recipients 
Durstyne Farnan, O.P., and Dr. Nancy Kelly, 
DVM, and Parthenon Award recipient United 
Bank and Trust. It is with great admiration and 
pride that I congratulate these individuals and 
this company on behalf of all of those who 
have benefited from their demonstrated excel-
lence in their professions and dedicated serv-
ice to Lenawee County and the State of Michi-
gan. 

ATHENA International was founded in the 
early 1980s by Martha Mertz, who while serv-
ing as the sole woman on the board of direc-
tors of the Lansing Regional Chamber of 
Commerce, was inspired to recognize female 
business leaders in her community whom she 
felt had largely been overlooked. Thus, the 
first ATHENA Award was presented in 1982 
and 5,000 more have been awarded since to 
honor men and women across the globe for 
their professional excellence, community serv-
ice, and active role in enabling women to 
achieve success as business and community 
leaders. 

Durstyne Farnan, better known as Sister 
Dusty, has devoted much of her life to pro-
moting international peace. An advocate for 
women’s liberties worldwide, Sister Dusty has 
traveled to countries around the globe assist-
ing women in other cultures achieve independ-
ence and promote peace. Additionally, she 

has educated students at Siena Heights Uni-
versity on the serious subject of the trafficking 
of women and children. 

Dr. Nancy Kelly has faithfully served 
Lenawee County as a successful veterinarian 
and trusted mentor for many years. She is the 
on-call veterinarian for the Adrian, Madison, 
and Fairfield Township Fire Departments and 
holds an impressive record of extensive com-
munity service in the area. In addition to as-
sisting veterinary students secure highly bene-
ficial externships, she selflessly devotes much 
of her time to mentoring several local female 
students of veterinary medicine. 

United Bank and Trust has a history of pro-
ducing successful businesswomen and stands 
as a fine model to companies throughout 
Lenawee County. As a company committed to 
providing training and development opportuni-
ties to all employees, United has a track 
record of promoting women to leadership posi-
tions. United Bank and Trust has earned re-
spect as a hometown bank for their tailored 
service to the Lenawee community and for en-
couraging each of their employees to volun-
teer within the community. 

This year’s ATHENA Award for Lenawee 
County was presented to Sister Dusty, Dr. 
Nancy Kelly, and United Bank and Trust for 
demonstrating excellence, creativity, and initia-
tive in their profession and for actively assist-
ing women in realizing their full leadership po-
tential. The 2008 winners join an international 
network of men and women who work to-
gether to create leadership opportunities and 
encourage the empowerment of women lead-
ers. 

Madam Speaker, today I honor the recipi-
ents of the 2008 ATHENA Award for their in-
valuable service to the Lenawee community. 
May others know of my high regard for their 
commitment to promoting women around the 
world, as well as my best wishes for them in 
the future. 
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Ms. GINNY BROWN-WAITE of Florida. 
Madam Speaker, I rise today to honor an 
American soldier who gave his life in service 
to our Nation. 

Army Sergeant Marcus Mathes of Pasco 
County, Florida, was killed Monday, April 28th 
outside Baghdad, Iraq, when the equipment 
truck he was working on was struck by enemy 
rocket fire. Sergeant Mathes is survived by his 
mother and step-father, Sue and Mike Sawyer 
of Sebring, his father, Ralph Mathes of 
Tampa, and two brothers, Kyle Mathes of Illi-
nois, and Zach Sawyer of Sebring. 

A graduate of Zephyrhills High School, Ser-
geant Mathes grew up in Highlands County 
before moving to live with his father in Pasco 
County. While in high school, Sergeant 
Mathes joined the JROTC, and had dreams of 
being a professional military member. Inspired 
by the events of September 11, he enlisted in 
the Army and left for boot camp on his 23rd 
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