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TRIBUTE TO KENNETH L. TYSON 

∑ Mr. LAUTENBERG. Madam Presi-
dent, I wish to pay tribute to Kenneth 
L. Tyson for his dedication to the 
health care profession. Ken is a true 
leader, and his commitment to Newark 
Beth Israel Medical Center is more 
than worthy of recognition. 

Ken began his career at Newark Beth 
Israel Medical Center in March 1965 as 
a medical technologist in the labora-
tory. He worked his way up the ranks 
and in 1990 was promoted to his current 
position, senior vice president of oper-
ations. Under his direction, Newark 
Beth Israel Medical Center has enjoyed 
a consistently prestigious record of 
contributions to the medical field. It is 
one of the largest hospitals in New Jer-
sey and provides unique and highly spe-
cialized services including heart trans-
plants, kidney transplants, lung trans-
plants, neonatal and pediatric critical 
care. For over 43 years, Ken has en-
joyed a distinguished reputation 
among his peers within the New Jersey 
hospital industry, the Saint Barnabas 
Health Care System and the Newark 
Beth Israel Medical Center family. 

Ken Tyson is a 1965 graduate of Rut-
gers, the State University of New Jer-
sey, with a bachelor of science in med-
ical technology. He then earned a mas-
ter’s degree in business administration 
from the Rutgers Graduate School of 
Business in 1977. Ken also served his 
alma mater as an adjunct instructor in 
the medical technology program for 9 
years and later taught clinical labora-
tory sciences at the University of Med-
icine and Dentistry of New Jersey for 
over 19 years. He is currently affiliated 
with the American College of Health 
Care Executives and the American So-
ciety of Clinical Pathology. 

Ken has dedicated his long and illus-
trious career to improving health care 
services for the residents of New Jersey 
and beyond. On behalf of my home 
State, I am honored to express my 
gratitude and congratulations to Ken-
neth L. Tyson and extend my best 
wishes for a long and happy retirement 
with his wife Ophelia and his two chil-
dren and four grandchildren.∑ 
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BLACKSTONE VALLEY TOURISM 
COUNCIL 

∑ Mr. REED. Madam President, last 
week was National Tourism Week, es-
tablished by Congress in 1983 and cele-
brated annually since May 1984. To 
mark this 25th celebration, I would 
like to recognize the accomplishments 
of the Blackstone Valley, which re-
cently won international recognition 
for its sustainable tourism program. 

Last month, the World Travel and 
Tourism Council recognized only one 
destination in America, the Blackstone 
Valley of Rhode Island and Massachu-
setts, with the Destination Award for 
2008. This honor was bestowed upon the 
Blackstone Valley Tourism Council to 

recognize the organization’s trail-
blazing destination stewardship ap-
proach to tourism development, includ-
ing its work to preserve the area’s nat-
ural, cultural, and historical heritage. 

At the heart of the valley is the 
Blackstone River, which runs from 
Worcester, MA, to Providence, RI. The 
river’s waters once powered the Slater 
Mill in Pawtucket, which was Amer-
ica’s first successful textile mill and 
the birthplace of the Industrial Revolu-
tion in this country. While this transi-
tion from farm to factory brought 
many years of prosperity, by the 1970s, 
the valley’s economy had declined as 
industry moved on from the area, leav-
ing behind a tarnished facade and envi-
ronmental damage. 

Today, thanks to the coordinated ef-
forts of the Blackstone Corridor Com-
mission, the National Park Service, 
the Blackstone Valley Tourism Coun-
cil, businesses, environmental organi-
zations, 24 municipalities, and the 
States of Rhode Island and Massachu-
setts, the valley has made a remark-
able resurgence as a living landscape of 
natural and historic treasures. 

The Blackstone Valley Tourism 
Council has shown that eco-friendly 
tourism can revitalize a weakened 
economy, restore natural surroundings, 
and revive residents’ pride in their 
communities. Through innovative pro-
grams like the Sustainable Tourism 
Development and Planning Laboratory, 
the tourism council has created a 
model for destinations around the 
country to follow. It is a notable 
achievement for any river to be at the 
center of a revolution; but it is a rare 
feat for the Blackstone River to have 
spawned two. 

I congratulate the people of the 
Blackstone Valley and the Tourism 
Council for spearheading an economic 
redevelopment strategy that has made 
great strides in improving the quality 
of life in the area.∑ 
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REPORT ON THE CONTINUATION 
OF THE NATIONAL EMERGENCY 
THAT WAS ORIGINALLY DE-
CLARED IN EXECUTIVE ORDER 
13047 OF MAY 20, 1997, WITH RE-
SPECT TO BURMA, AS RECEIVED 
DURING ADJOURNMENT OF THE 
SENATE ON MAY 16, 2008—PM 49 

The PRESIDING OFFICER laid be-
fore the Senate the following message 
from the President of the United 
States, together with an accompanying 
report; which was referred to the Com-
mittee on Banking, Housing, and 
Urban Affairs: 

To the Congress of the United States: 
Section 202(d) of the National Emer-

gencies Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)) provides 
for the automatic termination of a na-
tional emergency unless, prior to the 
anniversary date of its declaration, the 
President publishes in the Federal Reg-

ister and transmits to the Congress a 
notice stating that the emergency is to 
continue in effect beyond the anniver-
sary date. I have sent the enclosed no-
tice to the Federal Register for publica-
tion, stating that the Burma emer-
gency is to continue beyond May 20, 
2008. 

The crisis between the United States 
and Burma arising from the actions 
and policies of the Government of 
Burma, including its engaging in large- 
scale repression of the democratic op-
position in Burma, that led to the dec-
laration of a national emergency on 
May 20, 1997, and its expansion on Octo-
ber 18, 2007, and April 30, 2008, has not 
been resolved. These actions and poli-
cies are hostile to U.S. interests and 
pose a continuing unusual and extraor-
dinary threat to the national security 
and foreign policy of the United States. 
For this reason, I have determined that 
it is necessary to continue the national 
emergency with respect to Burma and 
maintain in force the sanctions against 
Burma to respond to this threat. This 
action does not inhibit any efforts on 
the part of the United States to pro-
vide humanitarian assistance to the 
people of Burma in the aftermath of 
Cyclone Nargis. 

GEORGE W. BUSH.
THE WHITE HOUSE, May 16, 2008. 
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MESSAGES FROM THE HOUSE 
At 3:03 p.m., a message from the 

House of Representatives, delivered by 
Ms. Niland, one of its reading clerks, 
announced that the House has agreed 
to the following concurrent resolution, 
in which it requests the concurrence of 
the Senate: 

H. Con. Res. 331. Concurrent resolution 
supporting the goals and ideals of National 
Women’s Health Week, and for other pur-
poses. 

At 5:26 p.m., a message from the 
House of Representatives, delivered by 
Mrs. Cole, one of its reading clerks, an-
nounced that the House has passed the 
following bills, in which it requests the 
concurrence of the Senate: 

H.R. 406. An act to award a congressional 
gold medal in recognition of Alice Paul’s 
role in the women’s suffrage movement and 
in advancing equal rights for women. 

H.R. 2894. An act to require the Secretary 
of the Treasury to mint coins in commemo-
ration of the bicentennial of the writing of 
the ‘‘Star Spangled Banner’’ and the War of 
1812, and for other purposes. 

H.R. 5614. An act to authorize the produc-
tion in palladium of Saint-Gaudens Double 
Eagle coins as ultra-high relief numismatic 
coins and bullion investment coins in order 
to provide affordable opportunities for in-
vestments in precious metals, and for other 
purposes. 

H.R. 5834. An act to amend the North Ko-
rean Human Rights Act of 2004 to promote 
respect for the fundamental human rights of 
the people of North Korea, and for other pur-
poses. 

H.R. 5872. An act to require the Secretary 
of the Treasury to mint coins in commemo-
ration of the centennial of the Boy Scouts of 
America, and for other purposes. 
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