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earthquake has affected more than half of 
China’s provinces and municipalities; 

Whereas authorities of the Government of 
the People’s Republic of China report that 
more than 2,000 aftershocks have occurred in 
the aftermath of the earthquake, some 
greater than a magnitude of 6.0 on the Rich-
ter Scale; 

Whereas authorities of the Government of 
the People’s Republic of China also report 
that 6,898 schoolrooms collapsed in Sichuan 
Province, trapping and killing hundreds of 
young students and their teachers; 

Whereas the earthquake of May 12, 2008, 
was China’s deadliest natural disaster since 
1976, when hundreds of thousands of people 
were killed by an earthquake that struck the 
city of Tangshan; 

Whereas, on May 12, 2008, President George 
W. Bush said that the United States ‘‘stands 
ready to help in any way possible’’; and 

Whereas the Prime Minister of China, Wen 
Jiabao, said on May 13, 2008, that ‘‘[t]he 
death toll and damage are more serious than 
we expected and we need more people here to 
help’’: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) mourns the horrific loss of life and ter-

rible human suffering caused by the earth-
quake in the People’s Republic of China on 
May 12, 2008; 

(2) expresses its deep condolences to the 
people of the People’s Republic of China and 
to all those affected by this enormous trag-
edy; 

(3) expresses its profound sorrow for the 
families of all who lost loved ones, including 
those who suffered the heartbreaking loss of 
having their children trapped in schools that 
collapsed; 

(4) calls on the President to respond to any 
requests for humanitarian assistance made 
by the Government of the People’s Republic 
of China; and 

(5) stands ready to support the provision of 
additional resources, as necessary, to assist 
those impacted by the earthquake. 

f 

SENATE RESOLUTION 570—CON-
GRATULATING ALBANIA AND 
CROATIA ON BEING INVITED TO 
BEGIN ACCESSION TALKS WITH 
THE NORTH ATLANTIC TREATY 
ORGANIZATION AND EXPRESS-
ING SUPPORT FOR CONTINUING 
TO ENLARGE THE ALLIANCE 
Mr. VOINOVICH (for himself, Mr. 

LUGAR, Mr. LIEBERMAN, and Mr. BIDEN) 
submitted the following resolution; 
which was considered and agreed to: 

S. RES. 570 
Whereas the North Atlantic Treaty Organi-

zation (NATO) met in April 2008 to enlarge 
the alliance, to reaffirm the purpose of 
NATO to defend the populations, territories, 
and forces in the Euro-Atlantic region, and 
to further strengthen the ability of NATO to 
confront existing and emerging 21st-century 
security threats; 

Whereas NATO invited Albania and Cro-
atia to begin accession talks to join NATO 
and indicated that those talks will begin im-
mediately, with the aim of signing Accession 
Protocols by the end of July 2008 and com-
pleting the ratification process without 
delay; 

Whereas NATO expressed recognition of 
the hard work and commitment dem-
onstrated by other countries that aspire to 
join NATO and commended those countries 
for their efforts to build multiethnic soci-
eties; 

Whereas NATO agreed that Ukraine and 
Georgia have made valuable contributions to 
NATO operations, expressed clear support for 
the applications for Membership Action 
Plans from Ukraine and Georgia as the next 
step to full membership, and stated that 
NATO will begin a period of intensive en-
gagement with Ukraine and Georgia to as-
sess those applications for the December 2008 
meeting; 

Whereas NATO invited Bosnia and 
Herzegovina and Montenegro to begin an In-
tensified Dialogue on the full range of polit-
ical, military, financial, and security issues 
relating to their aspirations to join NATO; 

Whereas NATO expressed the desire to de-
velop an ambitious and substantive relation-
ship with Serbia, making full use of Serbia’s 
membership in the Partnership for Peace, 
and to make more progress toward inte-
grating Serbia into the Euro-Atlantic com-
munity, including though an Intensified Dia-
logue following a request by Serbia; and 

Whereas NATO’s ongoing enlargement 
process has been a historic success in ad-
vancing stability and cooperation and reach-
ing the transatlantic goal of ensuring that 
Europe is whole and free, and united in 
peace, democracy, and common values: Now, 
therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) congratulates Albania and Croatia on 

being invited by the North Atlantic Treaty 
Organization (NATO) to begin accession 
talks and recognizes the historic nature of 
that achievement, earned through years of 
hard work and a demonstrated commitment 
to common security and the shared values of 
NATO members; 

(2) expresses strong support for the timely 
completion of the accession process with Al-
bania and Croatia; 

(3) fully supports the invitations to ini-
tiate an Intensified Dialogue between NATO 
and Bosnia and Herzegovina, Montenegro, 
and Serbia; 

(4) continues to strongly support the aspi-
rations of Ukraine and Georgia to become in-
tegrated into the Euro-Atlantic community, 
as reaffirmed in Senate Resolution 523, 110th 
Congress, agreed to April 28, 2008; 

(5) supports the enlargement of NATO and 
believes that continued engagement with all 
countries that aspire to join NATO will 
strengthen security for all countries in the 
Euro-Atlantic region; 

(6) supports the declaration of NATO at the 
Bucharest Summit, which states that 
NATO’s door should remain open to Euro-
pean democracies willing and able to assume 
the responsibilities and obligations of mem-
bership, in accordance with Article 10 of the 
North Atlantic Treaty, signed at Washington 
April 4, 1949 (TIAS 1964); and 

(7) affirms the statement in that declara-
tion that any decision with respect to the 
membership of countries in NATO will be 
made through consensus, by members of 
NATO, and no country outside of NATO has 
a vote or veto with respect to such decisions. 

f 

AMENDMENTS SUBMITTED AND 
PROPOSED 

SA 4786. Mr. BYRD submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him to the 
House amendment numbered 1 to the amend-
ment of the Senate to the bill H.R. 2642, 
making appropriations for military con-
struction, the Department of Veterans Af-
fairs, and related agencies for the fiscal year 
ending September 30, 2008, and for other pur-
poses; which was ordered to lie on the table. 

SA 4787. Mr. BYRD submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him to the 
House amendment numbered 2 to the amend-
ment of the Senate to the bill H.R. 2642, 
supra; which was ordered to lie on the table. 

SA 4788. Mr. BYRD submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him to the 
House amendment to the amendment of the 
Senate to the bill H.R. 2642, supra; which was 
ordered to lie on the table. 

f 

TEXT OF AMENDMENTS 
SA 4786. Mr. BYRD submitted an 

amendment intended to be proposed by 
him to the House amendment num-
bered 1 to the amendment of the Sen-
ate to the bill H.R. 2642, making appro-
priations for military construction, the 
Department of Veterans Affairs, and 
related agencies for the fiscal year end-
ing September 30, 2008, and for other 
purposes; which was ordered to lie on 
the table; as follows: 

In lieu of the language proposed to be in-
serted, insert the following: 

TITLE I 
OTHER SECURITY, MILITARY CONSTRUC-

TION, AND INTERNATIONAL MATTERS 
CHAPTER 1 

DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 
FOREIGN AGRICULTURAL SERVICE 

PUBLIC LAW 480 TITLE II GRANTS 
For an additional amount for ‘‘Public Law 

480 Title II Grants’’, $850,000,000, to remain 
available until expended. 

For an additional amount for ‘‘Public Law 
480 Title II Grants’’, $395,000,000, to become 
available on October 1, 2008, and to remain 
available until expended. 

CHAPTER 2 
DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

GENERAL ADMINISTRATION 
OFFICE OF INSPECTOR GENERAL 

For an additional amount for the Office of 
the Inspector General, $4,000,000, to remain 
available until September 30, 2009. 

LEGAL ACTIVITIES 
SALARIES AND EXPENSES, GENERAL LEGAL 

ACTIVITIES 
For an additional amount for ‘‘Salaries 

and Expenses, General Legal Activities’’, 
$1,648,000, to remain available until Sep-
tember 30, 2009. 

SALARIES AND EXPENSES, UNITED STATES 
ATTORNEYS 

For an additional amount for ‘‘Salaries 
and Expenses, United States Attorneys’’, 
$5,000,000, to remain available until Sep-
tember 30, 2009. 

UNITED STATES MARSHALS SERVICE 
SALARIES AND EXPENSES 

For an additional amount for ‘‘Salaries 
and Expenses’’, $18,621,000, to remain avail-
able until September 30, 2009. 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
SALARIES AND EXPENSES 

For an additional amount for ‘‘Salaries 
and Expenses’’, $164,965,000, to remain avail-
able until September 30, 2009. 

For an additional amount for ‘‘Salaries 
and Expenses’’, $82,600,000 to become avail-
able on October 1, 2008 and to remain avail-
able until September 30, 2009. 

DRUG ENFORCEMENT ADMINISTRATION 
SALARIES AND EXPENSES 

For an additional amount for ‘‘Salaries 
and Expenses’’, $22,666,000, to remain avail-
able until September 30, 2009. 
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