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Technology, and that a copy of this letter 
and of your response will be included in the 
Congressional Record when the bill is consid-
ered on the House Floor. 

The Committee on Science and Technology 
also expects that you will support our re-
quest to be conferees during any House-Sen-
ate conference on this, or any similar legis-
lation. Thank you for your attention to this 
matter. 

Sincerely, 
BART GORDON, 

Chairman. 

CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES, 
COMMITTEE ON OVERSIGHT AND 
GOVERNMENT REFORM, 

Washington, DC, May 9, 2008. 
Hon. BART GORDON, 
Chairman, Committee on Science and Tech-

nology, Rayburn House Office Building, 
Washington, DC. 

DEAR MR. CHAIRMAN: Thank you for your 
letter regarding H.R. 752, the Federal Elec-
tronic Equipment Donation Act of 2008, 
which the Committee on Oversight and Gov-
ernment Reform reported, as amended, on 
April 9, 2008. 

I appreciate your willingness to work coop-
eratively on this legislation and I recognize 
that the bill, as reported, contains provisions 
that fall within the jurisdiction of the Com-
mittee on Science and Technology. I agree 
that your inaction with respect to this bill 
does not prejudice the Science and Tech-
nology Committee’s interests and preroga-
tives regarding this bill or similar legisla-
tion. 

I will ensure that our exchange of letters is 
included in the Congressional Record during 
consideration on the House floor of H.R. 752. 

Sincerely, 
HENRY A. WAXMAN, 

Chairman. 

Mr. Speaker, the bottom line is that 
the Federal Government spends a lot of 
money on computers and we owe it to 
our taxpayers to get as much use out of 
them as we can. H.R. 752 will help us do 
just that. And as you just heard from 
the sponsor, these are pieces of equip-
ment that no longer are being used but 
they certainly have great use. 

So I support this measure and urge 
my colleagues to do the same. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. ISSA. Mr. Speaker, I have no fur-
ther requests for time, and I yield back 
the balance of my time. 

Ms. WATSON. Mr. Speaker, I have no 
further requests for time, and I yield 
back the balance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
SERRANO). The question is on the mo-
tion offered by the gentlewoman from 
California (Ms. WATSON) that the House 
suspend the rules and pass the bill, 
H.R. 752, as amended. 

The question was taken. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the 

opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being 
in the affirmative, the ayes have it. 

Mr. ISSA. Mr. Speaker, I object to 
the vote on the ground that a quorum 
is not present and make the point of 
order that a quorum is not present. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the 
Chair’s prior announcement, further 

proceedings on this motion will be 
postponed. 

The point of no quorum is considered 
withdrawn. 

f 

FEDERAL REAL PROPERTY DIS-
POSAL ENHANCEMENT ACT OF 
2008 

Ms. WATSON. Mr. Speaker, I move to 
suspend the rules and pass the bill 
(H.R. 5787) to amend title 40, United 
States Code, to enhance authorities 
with regard to real property that has 
yet to be reported excess, and for other 
purposes, as amended. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 5787 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Federal Real 
Property Disposal Enhancement Act of 
2008’’. 
SEC. 2. FINDINGS AND PURPOSES. 

(a) FINDINGS.—Congress finds the fol-
lowing: 

(1) In January 2003, the Government Ac-
countability Office identified Federal real 
property as a high-risk area, citing excess 
property as a long-standing problem. 

(2) The magnitude of the problem with ex-
cess Federal real property continues to put 
the government at risk for lost dollars and 
missed opportunities. 

(3) The Administration has stated its goal 
is to reduce the size of the Federal real prop-
erty inventory by 5 percent, or $15 billion, by 
disposing of unneeded assets by 2015. 

(4) The Federal inventory includes many 
properties that are no longer relevant to 
agencies’ missions and agencies are spending 
billions of dollars to maintain these 
unneeded properties. 

(5) The costs of preparing a property for 
transfer or sale continue to hamper some 
agencies’ efforts to address their unneeded 
properties and serve as a disincentive to dis-
posal because, in the short-term, it can be 
more beneficial economically to maintain a 
property that is not being used than to dis-
pose of it. 

(6) Agencies should give greater attention 
to right-sizing their real property portfolios. 

(b) PURPOSE.—The purpose of this Act is to 
reduce the Federal inventory of unneeded 
and costly property. 
SEC. 3. DUTIES OF THE GENERAL SERVICES AD-

MINISTRATION AND EXECUTIVE 
AGENCIES. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 524 of title 40, 
United States Code, is amended to read as 
follows: 

‘‘§ 524. Duties of the General Services Admin-
istration and executive agencies 
‘‘(a) DUTIES OF THE GENERAL SERVICES AD-

MINISTRATION.— 
‘‘(1) GUIDANCE.—The Administrator shall 

issue guidance for the development and im-
plementation of agency real property plans. 
Such guidance shall include recommenda-
tions on— 

‘‘(A) how to identify excess properties; 
‘‘(B) how to evaluate the costs and benefits 

involved with disposing of real property; 
‘‘(C) how to prioritize disposal decisions 

based on agency missions and anticipated fu-
ture need for holdings; and 

‘‘(D) how best to dispose of those prop-
erties identified as excess to the needs of the 
agency. 

‘‘(2) ANNUAL REPORT.—The Administrator 
shall submit an annual report, for each of 
the first 5 years after 2008, to the Committee 
on Oversight and Government Reform of the 
House of Representatives and the Committee 
on Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs of the Senate, based on data submitted 
from all executive agencies, detailing execu-
tive agency efforts to reduce their real prop-
erty assets. 

‘‘(3) ASSISTANCE.—The Administrator shall 
assist executive agencies in the identifica-
tion and disposal of excess real property. 

‘‘(b) DUTIES OF EXECUTIVE AGENCIES.— 
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Each executive agency 

shall— 
‘‘(A) maintain adequate inventory controls 

and accountability systems for property 
under its control; 

‘‘(B) continuously survey property under 
its control to identify excess property; 

‘‘(C) promptly report excess property to 
the Administrator; 

‘‘(D) perform the care and handling of ex-
cess property; and 

‘‘(E) transfer or dispose of excess property 
as promptly as possible in accordance with 
authority delegated and regulations pre-
scribed by the Administrator. 

‘‘(2) SPECIFIC REQUIREMENTS WITH RESPECT 
TO REAL PROPERTY.—With respect to real 
property, each executive agency shall— 

‘‘(A) develop and implement a real prop-
erty plan in order to identify properties to 
declare as excess using the guidance issued 
under subsection (a)(1); 

‘‘(B) identify and categorize all real prop-
erty owned, leased, or otherwise managed by 
the agency; 

‘‘(C) establish adequate goals and incen-
tives that lead the agency to reduce excess 
real property in its inventory; 

‘‘(D) when appropriate, use the authorities 
in section 572(a)(2)(B) of this title in order to 
identify and prepare real property to be re-
ported as excess. 

‘‘(3) ADDITIONAL REQUIREMENTS.—Each ex-
ecutive agency, as far as practicable, shall— 

‘‘(A) reassign property to another activity 
within the agency when the property is no 
longer required for the purposes of the appro-
priation used to make the purchase; 

‘‘(B) transfer excess property under its con-
trol to other Federal agencies and to organi-
zations specified in section 321(c)(2) of this 
title; and 

‘‘(C) obtain excess properties from other 
Federal agencies to meet mission needs be-
fore acquiring non-Federal property.’’. 

(b) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The item relat-
ing to section 524 in the table of sections at 
the beginning of chapter 5 of such title is 
amended to read as follows: 
‘‘524. Duties of the General Services Admin-

istration and executive agen-
cies.’’. 

SEC. 4. ENHANCED AUTHORITIES WITH REGARD 
TO PREPARING PROPERTIES TO BE 
REPORTED AS EXCESS. 

Section 572(a)(2) of title 40, United States 
Code, is amended— 

(1) by redesignating subparagraphs (B) and 
(C) as subparagraphs (C) and (D), respec-
tively; and 

(2) by inserting after subparagraph (A) the 
following new subparagraph: 

‘‘(B) ADDITIONAL AUTHORITY.—(i) From the 
fund described in paragraph (1), subject to 
clause (iv), the Administrator may obligate 
an amount to pay the direct and indirect 
costs related to identifying and preparing 
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properties to be reported excess by another 
agency. 

‘‘(ii) The General Services Administration 
may be reimbursed from the proceeds of the 
sale of such properties for such costs. 

‘‘(iii) Net proceeds shall be dispersed pursu-
ant to section 571 of this title. 

‘‘(iv) The authority under clause (i) to obli-
gate funds to prepare properties to be re-
ported excess does not include the authority 
to convey such properties by sale, lease, ex-
change, or otherwise, including through 
leaseback arrangements. 

‘‘(v) Nothing in this subparagraph is in-
tended to affect subparagraph (D).’’. 
SEC. 5. ENHANCED AUTHORITIES WITH REGARD 

TO REVERTED REAL PROPERTY. 
(a) AUTHORITY TO PAY EXPENSES RELATED 

TO REVERTED REAL PROPERTY.—Section 
572(a)(2)(A) of title 40, United States Code, is 
amended by adding at the end the following: 

‘‘(iv) The direct and indirect costs associ-
ated with the reversion, custody, and dis-
posal of reverted real property.’’. 

(b) REQUIREMENTS RELATED TO SALES OF 
REVERTED PROPERTY UNDER SECTION 550.— 
Section 550(b)(1) of title 40, United States 
Code, is amended— 

(1) by inserting ‘‘(A)’’ after ‘‘(1) IN GEN-
ERAL.—’’; and 

(2) by adding at the end the following: ‘‘If 
the official, in consultation with the Admin-
istrator, recommends reversion of the prop-
erty, the Administrator shall take control of 
such property, and, subject to subparagraph 
(B), sell it at or above appraised fair market 
value for cash and not by lease, exchange, or 
leaseback arrangements. 

‘‘(B) Prior to sale, the Administrator shall 
make such property available to State and 
local governments and certain non-profit in-
stitutions or organizations pursuant to this 
section and sections 553 and 554 of this 
title.’’. 

(c) REQUIREMENTS RELATED TO SALES OF 
REVERTED PROPERTY UNDER SECTION 553.— 
Section 553(e) of title 40, United States Code, 
is amended— 

(1) by inserting ‘‘(1)’’ after ‘‘THIS SEC-
TION.—’’; and 

(2) by adding at the end the following: ‘‘If 
the Administrator determines that reversion 
of the property is necessary to enforce com-
pliance with the terms of the conveyance, 
the Administrator shall take control of such 
property and, subject to paragraph (2), sell it 
at or above appraised fair market value for 
cash and not by lease, exchange, or lease-
back arrangements. 

‘‘(2) Prior to sale, the Administrator shall 
make such property available to State and 
local governments and certain non-profit in-
stitutions or organizations pursuant to this 
section and sections 550 and 554 of this 
title.’’. 

(d) REQUIREMENTS RELATED TO SALES OF 
REVERTED PROPERTY UNDER SECTION 554.— 
Section 554(f) of title 40, United States Code, 
is amended— 

(1) by inserting ‘‘(1)’’ after ‘‘THIS SEC-
TION.—’’; and 

(2) by adding at the end the following: ‘‘If 
the Secretary, in consultation with the Ad-
ministrator, recommends reversion of the 
property, the Administrator shall take con-
trol of such property and, subject to para-
graph (2), sell it at or above appraised fair 
market value for cash and not by lease, ex-
change, or leaseback arrangements. 

‘‘(2) Prior to sale, the Administrator shall 
make such property available to State and 
local governments and certain non-profit in-
stitutions or organizations pursuant to this 
section and sections 550 and 553 of this 
title.’’. 

SEC. 6. AGENCY RETENTION OF PROCEEDS. 
The text of section 571 of title 40, United 

States Code, is amended to read as follows: 
‘‘(a) DEPOSIT OF PROCEEDS.—Net proceeds 

described in subsection (d) shall be deposited 
into the appropriate real property account of 
the agency that had custody and account-
ability for the real property. Such funds 
shall be expended only as authorized in an-
nual appropriations Acts and only for activi-
ties as described in section 524(b) of this title 
and disposal activities, including paying 
costs incurred by the General Services Ad-
ministration for any disposal-related activ-
ity authorized by this title. Proceeds shall 
not be expended for activities or projects 
subject to the requirements of section 3307 of 
this title. 

‘‘(b) EFFECT ON OTHER SECTIONS.—Nothing 
in this section is intended to affect section 
572(b) or 574 of this title. 

‘‘(c) DISPOSAL AGENCY FOR REVERTED PROP-
ERTY.—For the purposes of this section, the 
General Services Administration, as the dis-
posal agency, shall be treated as the agency 
with custody and accountability for prop-
erties which revert to the United States 
under sections 550, 553, and 554 of this title. 

‘‘(d) PROCEEDS.—The net proceeds referred 
to in subsection (a) are proceeds under this 
chapter from a— 

‘‘(1) transfer of excess property to a federal 
agency for agency use; or 

‘‘(2) sale, lease, or other disposition of sur-
plus property.’’. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentlewoman from 
California (Ms. WATSON) and the gen-
tleman from California (Mr. ISSA) each 
will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
woman from California. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Ms. WATSON. Mr. Speaker, I ask 

unanimous consent that all Members 
may have 5 legislative days in which to 
revise and extend their remarks. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from California? 

There was no objection. 
Ms. WATSON. Mr. Speaker, I yield 

myself such time as I may consume. 
I stand in support of H.R. 5787, the 

Federal Real Property Disposal En-
hancement Act, which is a sensible, bi-
partisan effort to address some of the 
problems with the current Federal 
property disposal process. 

There are three key provisions in 
this bill. The first allows the General 
Services Administration to help pay 
the cost of other agencies’ disposal ac-
tivities. In particular, GSA will be able 
to help agencies pay costs with regard 
to properties that have yet to be de-
clared excess. These costs include envi-
ronmental cleanup, demolition, sur-
veying, and life cycle costing. 

Another key provision modifies exist-
ing law to make clear that when a 
property has been transferred to a non-
profit organization or a State or local 
government for a public purpose and 
that public purpose is no longer being 
met, the property must revert to the 
Federal Government, which must dis-
pose of it. 

The final major provision allows all 
agencies to retain the proceeds from 

the sale of Federal surplus properties. 
These proceeds will be used for disposal 
activities such as developing and im-
plementing a plan to identify and de-
clare properties excess, appraisals, uti-
lization studies, and life cycle plan-
ning. The Office of Management and 
Budget has stated that allowing agen-
cies to retain the proceeds will provide 
agencies with the funds necessary to 
cover upfront costs associated with dis-
posals. 

This bill does not waive any existing 
law regarding the screening process 
and therefore does not affect the access 
of homeless providers or State and 
local communities to these properties. 

I want to commend Representatives 
MOORE and DUNCAN for introducing this 
bill. I also want to thank Chairman 
WAXMAN and Ranking Member DAVIS 
for their dedication to this issue for 
many years. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. ISSA. Mr. Speaker, I yield myself 
such time as I may consume. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise today in support 
of H.R. 5787, the Federal Real Property 
Disposal Enhancement Act, which was 
introduced last month by Representa-
tives DENNIS MOORE of Kansas and 
JOHN DUNCAN of Tennessee. 

This legislation would expand the 
number of agencies allowed to retain 
the proceeds from the sale of surplus 
Federal real property and would ex-
pand the authority of the General 
Services. It is very clear that this is a 
good bill, and I support it. It is also 
very clear that it is a step in the right 
direction but does not get us to where 
we really need to be. In fact, this is 
simply the tip of the iceberg. 

The Federal Government is the larg-
est landowner in the country. As such, 
it is essential that the government 
manage its properties as efficiently 
and effectively as possible. More im-
portantly, property which is no longer 
of use to the Federal Government 
should be removed from the inventory. 
Unfortunately, over the years Federal 
property disposal processes have be-
come increasingly cumbersome and un-
wieldy, and agencies often decide it’s 
easier to sit on property than to try to 
get rid of it. In fact, when we as a Con-
gress have done rounds of BRAC, we 
have often had to do supplemental ap-
propriations of dollars in order to give 
away property that has become sur-
plus. In fact, OMB estimates a backlog 
of more than 21,000 properties in need 
of maintenance and repair carrying a 
price tag of more than $18 billion. 

Under Republican control, the Con-
gress spent a considerable amount of 
time working, mostly on a bipartisan 
basis, to reform the Federal real prop-
erty disposal system. The proposals we 
put forward for substantial changes 
provided real reform. Although H.R. 
5787 does not contain the kind of sub-
stantive reform put forward in prior 
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Congresses, it is nevertheless an im-
provement on the current system. 

I therefore ask my colleagues to 
strongly support this legislation as a 
step in the right direction. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Ms. WATSON. Mr. Speaker, I have no 
further requests for time, and I reserve 
the balance of my time. 

Mr. ISSA. Mr. Speaker, in closing, 
today we have handled a great many 
important resolutions on the floor and 
some laws. We’ve done this on a bipar-
tisan basis. 

As we finish our suspensions for the 
House Oversight and Reform Com-
mittee, I would simply ask my col-
leagues, the Speaker, to take note that 
this past week, prices rose once again 
on gasoline in America. Up 17 cents in 
a blink of the eye, up a dollar since 
this Congress switched hands. 

It is very clear that we need to begin 
operating on a bipartisan basis to bring 
down the price of gas and diesel fuel. 
We can only do that if we work on as 
much of a bipartisan basis as we work 
on these resolutions. 

So I would ask all of my colleagues 
to note that the real problem America 
cares about today is not the 100 years 
of the Congressional Club. It is not, in 
fact, Arnold Palmer’s accomplish-
ments. It is not even Frank Sinatra’s 
doing it his way. It is, in fact, Amer-
ica’s inability to cope with rising gas 
prices, staggering unemployment, and 
the inability to live in one’s own home. 
I ask that my colleagues take note of 
that and that we work on a bipartisan 
basis to bring a real resolution to these 
problems. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

Ms. WATSON. Mr. Speaker, it is won-
derful to live in a democracy when we 
can recognize our athletes, when we 
can recognize our entertainers, we can 
recognize all of our people, along with 
doing the people’s work. 

The idea of a democracy says anyone 
at the lower end of the social economic 
scale as well as those at the top need 
recognition. We need to work together 
across aisles, not to be hampered by 
games that can be played, but sincerely 
coming together as a body representing 
the 280 million Americans and those 
who are not quite citizens and to do 
their work without phony procedures 
blocking our ability to make progress. 

Mr. OBERSTAR. Mr. Speaker, I rise in sup-
port of H.R. 5787, as amended, and commend 
Chairman WAXMAN for taking steps to address 
Federal excess and surplus property issues. 

H.R. 5787 authorizes the Administrator of 
General Services to obligate funds to pay for 
a variety of services that must be conducted 
before a property can be declared excess to 
the needs of the reporting agency. These 
services include title searches, site remedi-
ation, site security, and other activities nec-
essary for a property to be declared excess. 
Further, the bill authorizes the General Serv-

ices Administration to be reimbursed by the 
agency for these expenses from the proceeds 
of the sale of the property. The net proceeds 
are retained by the donor agency and can be 
used only for disposal-related activities. 

I want to thank Chairman WAXMAN for rec-
ognizing the concerns of the Committee on 
Transportation and Infrastructure regarding the 
eligible uses of these net proceeds, and for 
working to address these concerns. The com-
mittee was particularly concerned that agen-
cies, using this new-found source of revenue, 
would engage in real property activities that 
would otherwise need to go through the pro-
spectus process and thus the jurisdiction of 
the Transportation and Infrastructure Com-
mittee. The version of H.R. 5787 being consid-
ered today specifically addresses the Trans-
portation and Infrastructure Committee’s con-
cerns by prohibiting the use of proceeds for 
activities or projects subject to the prospectus 
process and other requirements of section 
3307 title 40, United States Code. 

Mr. Speaker, I support H.R. 5787, as 
amended, and support placing the General 
Services Administration back in a leadership 
role for property disposal activities of the Fed-
eral Government. 

Mr. WAXMAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise in strong 
support of H.R. 5787, the Federal Real Prop-
erty Disposal Enhancement Act. This is a bi-
partisan solution to address some on the defi-
ciencies that exist in Federal real property 
management. I want to commend Representa-
tives MOORE and DUNCAN for introducing this 
bill, and Ranking Member DAVIS for working 
with me over many years on property issues. 

As GAO has indicated by placing Federal 
real property on its ‘‘high risk’’ list, problems 
abound. One such problem is that unneeded 
buildings are in the Federal inventory. The 
magnitude of the problem with excess Federal 
real property means that agencies are spend-
ing billions of dollars maintaining properties no 
longer relevant to agencies’ missions. 

The Federal Real Property Disposal En-
hancement Act seeks to address some of the 
hurdles that agencies are facing regarding dis-
posal of their unneeded property. 

One key provision allows the General Serv-
ices Administration to use its funds to prepare 
properties to be declared excess by other 
agencies. Agencies and GAO have testified 
that the cost of preparing a property for trans-
fer or sale serves as a disincentive to disposal 
because, in the short term, it can be more 
beneficial economically to maintain a property 
that is not being used than to dispose of it. 
Basically, it is cheaper to pay to mow the 
grass and have a security guard than to do 
appraisals, surveys, and environmental stud-
ies. 

Another key provision allows all agencies to 
retain 100 percent of the proceeds from sale. 
Most large landholding agencies already have 
this benefit. However, smaller ones, such as 
the Federal Communications Commission, 
which owns vacant towers, do not. After GSA 
obtained the authority to retain proceeds in 
2005, its disposals increased. 

In addition, the bill clarifies that when a 
piece of property has been given to a non-
profit or State or local government for a public 
purpose and that public purpose ceases to 
exist, the federal government must revert the 

property and dispose of it. The bill also calls 
on GSA to issue guidance on disposing of ex-
cess properties and requires agencies to de-
velop and implement plans to dispose of their 
excess property. 

This is a commonsense measure and I am 
hopeful all members will be able to support it. 

Mr. MOORE of Kansas. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today in support of H.R. 5787, the Federal 
Real Property Disposal Enhancement Act, a 
bill that I introduced with Representative JIMMY 
DUNCAN of Tennessee to address the dis-
incentives that are currently keeping some 
agencies from disposing of properties they no 
longer need. 

Last June the Office of Management and 
Budget (OMB) released a report which found 
that there is currently a backlog of more than 
21,000 excess and surplus Federal properties 
worth a total of $18 billion. Holding onto these 
properties has serious implications for the 
American taxpayer, as it costs Federal agen-
cies millions of dollars per year to maintain 
and secure properties that are underutilized or 
simply unneeded. 

Investigations by the Government Account-
ability Office (GAO) have also pointed out that 
the administrative requirements and costs of 
preparing a property for transfer or sale con-
tinue to hamper some agencies’ efforts to ad-
dress their backlog of unneeded properties. 
Because it can be difficult for agencies to se-
cure the resources that they need to prepare 
a property for disposal, these costs serve as 
a disincentive because it makes more sense, 
in the short-term, for them to simply hold onto 
a property, particularly if they do not expect to 
receive the proceeds of a transfer or sale. 

Fortunately, over the past several years the 
administration and Federal agencies have 
made progress toward strategically managing 
Federal real property by establishing asset 
management plans, standardizing data report-
ing, and adopting performance measures. 

But there are also commonsense steps that 
we can take now to ensure that Federal agen-
cies have the proper incentives to dispose of 
property they no longer need. H.R. 5787 is de-
signed to do just this. 

First, the legislation would move to help 
agencies deal with the administrative require-
ments and costs of preparing underutilized 
properties for transfer or sale by allowing the 
General Services Administration (GSA), in co-
operation with agencies, to use its resources 
and expertise to cover these up-front costs 
and help agencies ensure that title records, 
property descriptions, and environmental 
clearances are in order so that properties can 
be classified as excess. GSA would then be 
reimbursed for the costs it incurs from the pro-
ceeds that agencies receive from the transfer 
or sale of such properties. 

The legislation would also provide agencies 
with another incentive to reduce their inventory 
of unneeded properties by allowing them to 
keep all the proceeds received from the sale 
of surplus properties, which would then be 
available, subject to appropriations, to fund fu-
ture asset management and disposal activi-
ties. 

Many landholding agencies, including the 
three largest landholding agencies—the De-
partment of Defense, GSA, and the Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs—already have the 
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authority to retain 100 percent of proceeds, 
and it has been shown to be a tremendous in-
centive for some agencies to dispose of prop-
erty they no longer need. 

H.R. 5787 would simply extend this author-
ity to landholding agencies that currently do 
not have it, and allow the proceeds agencies 
would receive to be used for future disposal 
and asset management efforts. 

Mr. Speaker, I would like to encourage my 
colleagues to support this common sense ef-
fort to help Federal agencies more efficiently 
manage their Federal real property assets. As 
we are all well aware, the Federal government 
faces many short and long-term fiscal chal-
lenges, which is why we must increase our ef-
forts both to manage our existing assets more 
effectively and to significantly reduce the back-
log of underutilized and unused Federal prop-
erties. We should no longer waste precious 
taxpayer funds on maintaining and holding 
properties that are not needed. 

Ms. WATSON. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
back the balance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentlewoman from California (Ms. 
WATSON) that the House suspend the 
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 5787, as 
amended. 

The question was taken. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the 

opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being 
in the affirmative, the ayes have it. 

Mr. ISSA. Mr. Speaker, I object to 
the vote on the ground that a quorum 
is not present and make the point of 
order that a quorum is not present. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the 
Chair’s prior announcement, further 
proceedings on this motion will be 
postponed. 

The point of no quorum is considered 
withdrawn. 

f 

NATIONAL MISSING CHILDREN’S 
DAY 

Mr. BISHOP of New York. Mr. Speak-
er, I move to suspend the rules and 
agree to the resolution (H. Res. 1142) 
recognizing May 25, 2008, as National 
Missing Children’s Day, as amended. 

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion. 

The text of the resolution is as fol-
lows: 

H. RES. 1142 

Whereas May 25, 2008, will be the 26th Na-
tional Missing Children’s Day; 

Whereas National Missing Children’s Day 
honors our Nation’s obligation to locate and 
recover missing children by prompting par-
ents, guardians, and other trusted-adult role 
models to make child safety an utmost pri-
ority; 

Whereas in the United States nearly 800,000 
children are reported missing a year, more 
than 58,000 children are abducted by non- 
family members, and more than 2,000 chil-
dren are reported missing every day; 

Whereas Congress’ efforts to provide re-
sources, training, and technical assistance 
has increased the capabilities of State and 
local law enforcement to find children and to 
return them home safely; 

Whereas the 1979 disappearance of 6-year- 
old Etan Patz served as the impetus for the 
creation of National Missing Children’s Day, 
first proclaimed in 1983; and 

Whereas Etan’s photo was distributed na-
tionwide and appeared in media globally, and 
the powerful image came to represent the 
anguish of thousands of searching families: 
Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives— 

(1) recognizes National Missing Children’s 
Day and encourages all Americans to join to-
gether to plan events in communities across 
America to raise public awareness about the 
issue of missing children and the need to ad-
dress this national problem, 

(2) recognizes that one of the most impor-
tant tools for law enforcement to use in the 
case of a missing child is an up-to-date, good 
quality photograph and urges all parents and 
guardians to follow this important pre-
caution, and 

(3) acknowledges that National Missing 
Children’s Day should remind Americans not 
to forget the children who are still missing 
and not to waver in the effort to reunite 
them with their families. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
New York (Mr. BISHOP) and the gentle-
woman from Illinois (Mrs. BIGGERT) 
each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from New York. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. BISHOP of New York. Mr. Speak-

er, I request 5 legislative days during 
which Members may revise and extend 
their remarks and insert extraneous 
material on H. Res. 1142 into the 
RECORD. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from New York? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. BISHOP of New York. Mr. Speak-

er, I yield myself such time as I may 
consume. 

I rise today in support of H. Res. 1142, 
which recognizes May 25, 2008, as the 
26th National Missing Children’s Day 
and urges everyone to do what they 
can to prevent the tragedy of a missing 
child. 

In the late seventies, a succession of 
high-profile missing children’s cases 
helped heighten the awareness and un-
derline the seriousness of child victim-
ization. 

b 1430 

When Etan Patz went missing on his 
way to school in 1979, the first major 
national media campaign surrounding 
a missing child took place. The consid-
erable media attention and comprehen-
sive search helped highlight the prob-
lem of child abduction nationwide. 

Etan’s case and others helped expose 
a flaw in the system. At that time, 
there was no national response system 
in place to coordinate State and local 
cooperation or a central mechanism to 
support searching families. In 1983, 
May 25 was proclaimed National Miss-
ing Children’s Day, and a nationwide 
movement was born. May 25 was cho-

sen because it is the anniversary of 
Etan’s disappearance. 

More than 2,000 children are reported 
missing every day, but strides have 
been made to change this disturbing 
statistic. Programs such as the 
AMBER Alert Program, which notifies 
law enforcement officials and the pub-
lic of child abduction cases, have done 
a lot to help return missing children to 
their families. To date, 329 children 
have been recovered because of the 
AMBER Alert Program. 

Each May, we reflect on missing chil-
dren and renew our efforts to reunite 
those young people with their families. 
National Missing Children’s Day is an 
opportunity to remind families of the 
importance of maintaining up-to-date 
photographs of their children and to 
encourage everyone to give their full 
attention to the photographs and post-
ers of missing children. Anyone can be 
a hero and offer the tip that helps re-
turn children to their families. 

Protecting young children is one of 
our Nation’s top priorities. On May 25 
we will pause to remember the children 
whose lives have been lost, celebrate 
those who have been reunited with 
their families, and renew our efforts to 
continuing searching for children that 
are still missing. 

Mr. Speaker, once again, I express 
my support for National Missing Chil-
dren’s Day, and I urge my colleagues to 
support this resolution. 

I reserve the balance of my time. 
Mrs. BIGGERT. Mr. Speaker, I yield 

myself such time as I may consume. 
Mr. Speaker, I rise today as an origi-

nal cosponsor of House Resolution 1142, 
recognizing May 25, 2008, as National 
Missing Children’s Day. In 1983, Presi-
dent Ronald Reagan declared May 25 to 
be National Missing Children’s Day. In 
doing so, he provided an annual re-
minder of our Nation’s obligation to lo-
cate and recover missing children. Na-
tional Missing Children’s Day prompts 
parents, guardians, and other trusted 
adult role models to make child safety 
a priority. 

It is tragic that every year thousands 
of children are abducted or go missing 
in our country. While more missing 
children come home safely today than 
ever before, there is still work to be 
done. Nearly 8,000 children are reported 
missing each year in the United States. 
More than 2,000 children are reported 
missing every day. Too many children 
do not make it home, and many more 
continue to be victimized by acts of vi-
olence. In fact, children are the most 
victimized segment of our society, and 
crimes committed against children of 
all ages are the most underreported of 
any victim category. 

In 1979, the disappearance of 6-year- 
old Etan Patz served as the impetus for 
the creation of National Missing Chil-
dren’s Day. Etan’s photo appeared in 
the media across the Nation and 
around the world. His image came to 
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