
EXTENSIONS OF REMARKS, Vol. 154, Pt. 79710 May 19, 2008 
PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. ELIJAH E. CUMMINGS 
OF MARYLAND 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, May 19, 2008 

Mr. CUMMINGS. Madam Speaker, on May 
14, 2008, due to a family obligation, I missed 
the following recorded vote: 

Roll No. 309, on providing for the consider-
ation of the conference report to accompany 
H.R. 2419, the Farm, Nutrition, and Bioenergy 
Act. Had I been present, I would have voted 
‘‘aye.’’ 

On May 15, 2008, due to obligations in the 
district, I missed the following recorded votes: 

Roll No. 326, on H.R. 406—Alice Paul 
Women’s Suffrage Congressional Gold Medal 
Act. Had I been present, I would have voted 
‘‘aye;’’ 

Roll No. 327, on H.R. 5872—Boy Scouts of 
America Centennial Commemorative Coin Act. 
Had I been present, I would have voted ‘‘aye.’’ 
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IN MEMORY OF DUNCAN REED, JR. 

HON. ELTON GALLEGLY 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, May 19, 2008 

Mr. GALLEGLY. Madam Speaker, I rise in 
memory of Duncan Reed, Jr., a good friend 
whose love of life, people, and community was 
reflected in the multitudes who considered him 
family. He was a man of action that only 
ended when he passed away last week at age 
69. 

Duncan was a U.S. Army veteran who test-
ed weapons at the U.S. Arctic Test Center in 
Fort Greely, Alaska, to make sure they would 
work in extremely cold conditions. After the 
Army, he returned to southern California, 
where he tested nuclear fuel reactors for 
Rocketdyne. 

For the next 30 years, he worked for Thrifty 
Drug Stores, which was later acquired by Big 
5 Sporting Goods. After he ‘‘retired,’’ he spent 
the next 13 years as the local ‘‘Seed Man,’’ re-
plenishing vegetable and flower seeds at retail 
outlets for the Northrop King Company 

But it was his activities outside of work that 
defined him to the community. A Boy Scout 
who was inducted into the ‘‘Order of the 
Arrow’’ during his youth, Duncan took that 
commitment to God and country to heart and 
served as Cubmaster for Ventura County 
Troop 3660 as an adult. He was also active in 
the March of Dimes and Muscular Dystrophy 
charity drives, and volunteered for the Flying 
Samaritans, a group of doctors, pilots, and ci-
vilians who flew to Mexico to give aid to those 
less fortunate. 

Politics were also a huge passion, and the 
avenue by which we became friends. His tele-
vision was almost always tuned to the Fox 
News Channel. 

Even Duncan’s avenues of relaxation in-
volved action. His hobbies included growing 
cactus and other succulents and entering 
them into competition at the Ventura County 
Fair. He also enjoyed hiking in the mountains, 
fishing, and camping. His love of cooking was 

reflected in his involvement with Dark Choco-
late, a gourmet food club, entertaining while 
cooking on his barbecue, and being a res-
taurant critic for the local newspaper. In addi-
tion, Duncan loved helping his children, grand-
children, and any other child who entered his 
orbit. 

The few times he slowed down was to relax 
by a campfire or to set on a river bank where, 
as Duncan would tell people, he liked to watch 
it go from left to right. 

Madam Speaker, I know my colleagues will 
join me offering our condolences to Duncan’s 
wife of 44 years, Nighla; his children, Kelly, 
Robert, and Douglas; grandchildren, Lindsey, 
Matthew, Coral, and Devon; godchildren, Trav-
is, Jacob, Brent, Tom, and Christina; and all 
who knew him and called him a friend. 

Godspeed, Duncan. 
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RECOGNIZING THE 75TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE WASHINGTON D. 
SMYSER ACCELERATED SCHOOL 

HON. RAHM EMANUEL 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, May 19, 2008 

Mr. EMANUEL. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to join with the people of Portage Park 
and all of Chicago in congratulating Wash-
ington D. Smyser Accelerated School on their 
75th Anniversary. This milestone will be 
marked by a 75th Anniversary Gala at Biagio’s 
Banquets in Chicago, Illinois. 

During the past 75 years, Smyser Acceler-
ated School has educated thousands of chil-
dren and has been an anchor for generations 
of families in the Portage Park community. 
The Smyser School mission to provide high 
quality educational services to all children 
within the Portage Park community has been 
evident through their role in the community as 
well as through recognition by the Illinois State 
Board of Education. 

Smyser School has also been selected as 
one of 508 ‘‘Spotlight Schools’’ in Illinois. 
Spotlight Schools have a high poverty rate, yet 
maintain a high academic performance. The 
Spotlight Schools recognize low-income stu-
dents and schools that overcome limited re-
sources to show impressive academic per-
formance. 

The Smyser School philosophy is that all 
children are entitled to an outstanding edu-
cation rich in opportunities and rewarding ex-
periences. They are committed to providing all 
children with a love of learning and pride in 
Smyser School as well as their community. 
They provide their students with opportunities 
for academic, athletic, and artistic growth while 
instilling values that will serve its students 
throughout their lives. These activities and ex-
periences teach students the importance of 
academic achievement. 

Madam Speaker, I would like to thank the 
Smyser School’s faculty and staff for the con-
tributions they have made to their community. 
They are shaping today’s youth and tomor-
row’s future. As their representative in Con-
gress, I am proud to congratulate Smyser 
School’s alumni, students, teachers, and staff 
on its achievements over the last 75 years, 

and I wish them the best of luck and contin-
ued growth in the future. 

f 

SUPPORTING JEWISH AMERICAN 
HERITAGE MONTH 

HON. AL GREEN 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, May 19, 2008 

Mr. AL GREEN of Texas. Madam Speaker, 
I support Jewish American Heritage Month 
during the month of May as an important op-
portunity to recognize Jewish contributions to 
American history and culture. Ever since the 
first Jews arrived in colonial America in 1654, 
Jewish Americans have strengthened and in-
fluenced all aspects of American society. 
Through education, science, popular culture, 
literature, government and military service, 
Jewish men and women have greatly contrib-
uted to American society. Jewish Americans 
and their contributions are celebrated and rec-
ognized throughout Jewish American Heritage 
Month. 

Jewish American Heritage Month gives the 
people of our Nation the opportunity to thank 
and recognize those Jewish Americans who 
have contributed to the advancement of our 
country, while it also presents us with the 
wonderful opportunity to foster religious toler-
ance. In my home state of Texas, from the 
discovery and development of oil fields to the 
opening of cattle ranches, Jewish people have 
had an immense impact. Even in the most im-
probable of environments, Texas Jews built 
prosperous communities. They established 
businesses, hospitals, synagogues, ceme-
teries and religious schools. Today Jewish 
Americans are seen as a fundamental com-
munity in the ‘‘melting pot’’ of Texas. 

Jewish Americans were also among those 
who worked to establish the National Associa-
tion for the Advancement of Colored People 
(NAACP) in 1909. The Jewish community con-
tributed greatly to the NAACP’s founding and 
continued financing. Many Jewish Americans, 
such as NAACP co-founder Henry Moskowitz, 
put forth a lifetime of work in promoting inter- 
ethnic, inter-racial and inter-religious under-
standing between Jewish and African-Ameri-
cans. The civil rights activism of many Jewish 
Americans in partnership with African-Amer-
ican civil rights leaders served to make the 
American Dream a reality for so many Ameri-
cans. 

Jewish American Heritage Month is impor-
tant to fostering and achieving the key human 
right of religious tolerance. Jewish American 
Heritage Month gives us all the opportunity to 
honor the accomplishments of Jewish Ameri-
cans and to realize that our Nation is a won-
derful combination of cultures. I join all Ameri-
cans in celebrating Jewish American Heritage 
Month and the many ways Jewish Americans 
have contributed to the greatness of the 
United States of America. 
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