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lot more thought and work has to go 
into that. But there are some experts 
who are arguing that literally 50 per-
cent of the $125-per-barrel cost of oil is 
a result of speculation and not actually 
the production of oil. 

The issue is not just addressing the 
crisis in high oil and gas prices. The 
issue is whether the American people 
will have any degree of confidence in 
their elected officials and in the U.S. 
Government. It is no great secret that 
President Bush is perhaps the most un-
popular President—for good reasons, I 
should add—of any President in the 
modern history of the United States. 
Congress is held in equal contempt. I 
think the time is now, in the midst of 
this very serious economic crisis our 
country faces—which includes the high 
price of oil, includes our disintegrating 
health care system, includes a trade 
policy which allows companies to 
throw American workers out on the 
street and move to China, and many 
other issues—if we are to regain the 
faith of the American people, we had 
better summon the courage to take on 
these oil companies, these speculators, 
these hedge fund operators. 

Now is the time to do that. I cer-
tainly hope we will summon the cour-
age to go forward. 

I yield the floor and suggest the ab-
sence of a quorum. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. 
MENENDEZ). The clerk will call the roll. 

The legislative clerk proceeded to 
call the roll. 

Mr. SALAZAR. I ask unanimous con-
sent that the order for the quorum call 
be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

Mr. SALAZAR. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent to speak as in 
morning business for up to 5 minutes. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

TED KENNEDY 
Mr. SALAZAR. Mr. President, I come 

to the floor this evening to send Sen-
ator TED KENNEDY and Vicki and all 
the family my very best wishes. I am 
confident that with the fighting spirit 
that embodies who TED KENNEDY is, we 
will soon see him back here in this 
Chamber of the Senate. Over the years, 
as I have worked closely with Senator 
KENNEDY on a number of different 
measures, I have seen his passion and 
ethic of service here on the floor. Over 
the many years I knew about TED KEN-
NEDY, long before he ever knew who I 
was, he was one of those people who al-
ways inspired me to public service. I 
remember well his speeches from the 
1960s and into the 1970s. For me as a 
relative newcomer to the Senate, it has 
been one of those very unique privi-
leges to serve with him on a number of 
different matters. 

Part of the reason I know he will be 
back here working with all of us is be-

cause we have often talked about some 
of the difficult challenges he has faced 
in life. We have talked about the plane 
crash and how it was that he was 
pulled from the wreckage. While many 
did not expect him to survive, he did, 
and he has gone on to provide another 
40 years of service to this great Nation 
and this world. It is that fighting spirit 
that, again, will take Senator KENNEDY 
in a very positive way forward to con-
tinue to serve this Nation, the State of 
Massachusetts, and the entire world. 
That ethic of service in many ways is 
what guides most of us who are here, 
but certainly it is the roots of Senator 
TED KENNEDY. 

We have often talked about his rela-
tionship with the United Farm Work-
ers of America. In the prayer which the 
founder of the United Farm Workers of 
American, Cesar Chavez, wrote, I find a 
lot of that prayer reflected in Senator 
KENNEDY. I thought I would essentially 
read a part of that prayer. I think it is 
so true of Senator KENNEDY, the Pre-
siding Officer, the distinguished Sen-
ator from New Jersey, and so many 
others who get so much inspiration 
from this wonderful man, TED KEN-
NEDY. 

The prayer is as follows, in part: 
Grant me courage to serve others; 
For in service there is true life. 
Give me honesty and patience; 
So that the Spirit will be alive among us. 
Let the Spirit flourish and grow; 
So that we will never tire of the struggle. 
Let us remember those who have died for 

justice; 
For they have given us life. 
Help us love even those who hate us; 
So we can change the world. 

That was written by Cesar Chavez, 
born in 1927, passed away in 1993. 

For TED KENNEDY, the closing part of 
that prayer, ‘‘so we can change the 
world,’’ I will say this to Senator KEN-
NEDY tonight from the floor of the Sen-
ate: We still have a lot of change to 
make in the world together. I look very 
much forward to the day when we see 
you back here among all of our col-
leagues, helping us move forward in a 
new direction to achieve that visionary 
change that had at its focal point the 
possibilities of humanity. 

I yield the floor and suggest the ab-
sence of a quorum. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will call the roll. 

The bill clerk proceeded to call the 
roll. 

Mr. SALAZAR. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

Mr. SALAZAR. Mr. President, what 
is the pending business? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ate is in morning business, with 10- 
minute intervals. 

GI BILL OF RIGHTS 

Mr. SALAZAR. Mr. President, earlier 
today, on the floor of the Senate, we 
heard distinguished colleagues from 
both sides of the aisle supporting an ef-
fort that we pass a new GI bill of rights 
for the 21st century. 

We heard the distinguished junior 
Senator from Virginia, JIM WEBB, who 
with his own hand, took it upon him-
self to author a piece of legislation 
that would make sure we as a nation 
kept our promises to those who have 
served since 9/11 by providing them the 
kind of educational opportunity that 
was provided to those who served in 
World War II. 

In that effort, as I presided over this 
Senate floor, I heard the very eloquent 
comments of Senator CHUCK HAGEL, 
himself a great servant of this country 
and a great Senator, in support of the 
legislation by Senator WEBB. During 
the same time, we heard the comments 
from Senator WARNER, one of the most 
eloquent and distinguished Members to 
ever serve in the Senate. 

So I come to the floor today to once 
again say all of the sponsors of that 
legislation send a loud and unmistak-
able signal to everyone who has a say 
in this emergency supplemental that at 
the end of the day we must make sure 
this 21st century GI bill of rights is one 
that is included in this emergency sup-
plemental that deals with Iraq and Af-
ghanistan so that we, in fact, can 
honor our veterans who have served 
since 9/11. 

We can do no less as a nation. We can 
do no less when we think about the 
great sacrifice of the now 1.6 million 
men and women who served in Oper-
ation Iraqi Freedom and Operation En-
during Freedom. 

When we think about those who have 
served, we must first stop and pay trib-
ute and honor to those who have given 
their lives as the ultimate sacrifice on 
behalf of their country, as well as those 
who have been wounded and hurt in 
those wars. 

In Iraq, the current number I have as 
of today, 4,078 Americans have been 
killed in that war—a war that is now in 
its sixth year. 

When the invasion occurred, there 
were predictions at the top of the Pen-
tagon that this war would, at most, 
take 50 American lives. Somehow now 
we have surpassed the 4,000 number 
with 4,078 of our bravest men and 
women who have given their lives in 
Iraq. 

It does not count the number of oth-
ers who have been scarred either phys-
ically or mentally in that war as well. 
Those who have been wounded with 
physical scars, according to the cur-
rent numbers we have from the Depart-
ment of Defense, now exceeds 30,000 of 
our best. 

For many of us in the Senate, as we 
have gone to Walter Reed or to other 
hospitals of the Department of Defense 
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