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These are our Nation’s heroes, and we 
must never let our fellow Americans 
forget their bravery and their sac-
rifices. 

f 

THE AMERICAN PEOPLE WANT 
ANSWERS 

(Mrs. BLACKBURN asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
her remarks.) 

Mrs. BLACKBURN. Mr. Speaker, I 
would like to pose a question today, a 
question for the majority leadership of 
this House. My constituents are asking 
me, how high does the price of gasoline 
have to go before the Democrat leader-
ship of this House decides to vote to 
allow domestic energy production? 
How much are Americans going to have 
to pay before they will bring our bills 
to the floor to address this issue? They 
are wanting to know. They also want 
to know why no refineries have been 
built since 1976. They want to know 
why permits seem to be slow walked 
when it comes to exploring for natural 
resources. 

Today, my constituents in Memphis, 
Tennessee, are paying $3.63 for one gal-
lon of gasoline. That’s nearly 55 per-
cent more than they were paying when 
Speaker PELOSI took over. 

The American people are wanting an-
swers. And what is the energy solution 
that the Democratic leadership has of-
fered? Well, it has been banning the 
traditional light bulb. 

Americans want answers, Mr. Speak-
er, but even more, they want some ac-
tion. They want the problem solved. 

f 

OIL PRICES 

(Mr. MCDERMOTT asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. MCDERMOTT. Mr. Speaker, it’s 
kind of funny to listen to the other 
side talk today. You would think that 
they had been really working on the 
energy crisis in this country. 

When the President took over, gaso-
line was about $1.80 a gallon, and now 
it’s $3.80 a gallon where I live. Now, 
that’s an energy policy you could see 
developed in the White House by Mr. 
CHENEY. He brought in all the oil com-
pany executives and said, how can we 
drive up the price of gasoline so you 
guys can make a whole lot of money? 
They had a secret meeting. They 
wouldn’t tell anybody who was there. 
They wouldn’t tell anybody what was 
talked about. They have been fighting 
in the courts for 8 years to keep from 
telling us what went on at that meet-
ing at the beginning of the Bush ad-
ministration. 

We see the results. They got them, 
the biggest profits of the oil companies 
in history. And we tried to take a little 
$16 billion loophole and close it and use 

some of that money for alternative en-
ergy production and conservation and 
the President said, no way, we can’t 
take anything away from those oil 
companies. Why, they need it all. 

We’re not going to get a reduction in 
oil prices in this country until we 
change the administration when 
BARACK OBAMA takes over on the 20th 
of January, 2009. 

f 

b 1015 

RECOGNIZING ISRAEL’S 60TH 
ANNIVERSARY 

(Mr. LAMBORN asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. LAMBORN. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize Israel’s 60th anni-
versary and the progress it has made as 
a nation. 

In May, 1948, after almost 2,000 years 
of exile, Jews returned to their home-
land and made the State of Israel a re-
ality. Israel is a model of democracy in 
action and a pillar of humanity in the 
Middle East. Its civil liberties are 
guaranteed by laws, and its laws are 
protected by an independent judiciary. 

Since its founding in 1948, Israel has 
been constantly aware of the necessity 
of a strong defense. Wars, conflicts, and 
terrorism have taught it the impor-
tance of utilizing innovative tech-
nologies to protect democracy. 

The U.S. was the first nation to rec-
ognize Israel as a state 60 years ago. 
Now our countries continue to cooper-
ate in the fight against global ter-
rorism and work together to create and 
maintain a strong ballistic missile sys-
tem. 

This month we celebrate how far 
Israel has journeyed since its birth. It 
is a model of human rights, democracy, 
and freedom. We are proud to call 
Israel an ally. 

f 

HOUSE REPUBLICANS OFFER SO-
LUTIONS TO LOWER GAS PRICES 

(Ms. FOXX asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, the Demo-
crat leadership promised the American 
people a ‘‘commonsense’’ plan to lower 
gas prices, but House Democrats have 
not only failed to offer any meaningful 
solutions, they’ve put forward policies 
that will have precisely the opposite 
effect. 

Since Democrats took control of Con-
gress, gasoline prices have skyrocketed 
by more than $1 a gallon. In fact, the 
price of gas is at an all-time high of 
$3.80 a gallon today. This is the last 
thing middle class families need. Every 
dollar counts and families should not 
have to spend it on gasoline. 

Middle class families need relief, not 
more broken promises from the Demo-

crat majority. That’s why Republicans 
will continue to stand up for average 
Americans and offer solutions to re-
duce our dependence on Middle Eastern 
oil, lower gas prices here at home, and 
invest in alternative forms of energy to 
create American jobs and grow our 
economy. 

Energy prices are rising, cost of liv-
ing expenses are rising, and the Demo-
crat leadership is content with sitting 
on the sidelines and raising taxes and 
increasing spending. 

House Republicans are committed to 
helping working Americans who are 
carrying the majority of the burden of 
the Democrats’ failure to lead. 

f 

INCREASING AMERICAN ENERGY 
PRODUCTION RESPONSIBLY 

(Mr. BOUSTANY asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. BOUSTANY. Mr. Speaker, for 501 
days liberal Democrats have controlled 
Congress. And these liberal Democrats, 
including the Speaker, continue to talk 
about their secret solution for sky-
rocketing gas prices. But they have 
failed to produce any answers. 

Empty rhetoric and broken promises 
will not lower the price at the pump for 
American families. The people in my 
district in Southwest Louisiana under-
stand that and they want real solu-
tions. They want a comprehensive en-
ergy policy that allows us to strategi-
cally manage our fossil fuel dependence 
while we then transition and invest in 
alternative fuels. They don’t want an 
energy policy that’s held hostage to 
radical environmentalism. They want 
an energy policy that will increase re-
sponsible American energy production 
and refining capacity. They want to 
unleash American ingenuity and entre-
preneurship. They don’t want delays. 
They want a comprehensive energy pol-
icy because it’s in the interest of our 
national security. 

Families in Southwest Louisiana and 
across the country are looking for solu-
tions to the price at the pump, they’re 
looking for solutions for health care 
costs, and they’re looking for solutions 
to the housing slowdown. Republicans 
have viable answers. 

The American people are asking the 
Democratic leadership in Washington 
if they have solutions, we haven’t seen 
any. Bring them forward. Let’s work 
together to ease the price at the pump 
and to decrease America’s dependence 
on foreign sources of oil. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the Chair 
will postpone further proceedings 
today on motions to suspend the rules 
on which a recorded vote or the yeas 

VerDate Mar 15 2010 14:13 Dec 30, 2010 Jkt 069060 PO 00000 Frm 00005 Fmt 0688 Sfmt 0634 E:\BR08\H20MY8.000 H20MY8er
ow

e 
on

 D
S

K
5C

LS
3C

1P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 B
O

U
N

D
 R

E
C

O
R

D



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—HOUSE, Vol. 154, Pt. 7 9933 May 20, 2008 
and nays are ordered, or on which the 
vote is objected to under clause 6 of 
rule XX. 

Record votes on postponed questions 
will be taken later. 

f 

HEROES EARNINGS ASSISTANCE 
AND RELIEF TAX ACT OF 2008 

Mr. RANGEL. Mr. Speaker, I move to 
suspend the rules and pass the bill 
(H.R. 6081) to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to provide benefits 
for military personnel, and for other 
purposes, as amended. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 6081 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE, ETC. 

(a) SHORT TITLE.—This Act may be cited as 
the ‘‘Heroes Earnings Assistance and Relief 
Tax Act of 2008’’. 

(b) REFERENCE.—Except as otherwise ex-
pressly provided, whenever in this Act an 
amendment or repeal is expressed in terms of 
an amendment to, or repeal of, a section or 
other provision, the reference shall be con-
sidered to be made to a section or other pro-
vision of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986. 

(c) TABLE OF CONTENTS.—The table of con-
tents for this Act is as follows: 

Sec. 1. Short title, etc. 

TITLE I—BENEFITS FOR MILITARY 

Sec. 101. Recovery rebate provided to mili-
tary families. 

Sec. 102. Election to include combat pay as 
earned income for purposes of 
earned income tax credit. 

Sec. 103. Modification of mortgage revenue 
bonds for veterans. 

Sec. 104. Survivor and disability payments 
with respect to qualified mili-
tary service. 

Sec. 105. Treatment of differential military 
pay as wages. 

Sec. 106. Special period of limitation when 
uniformed services retired pay 
is reduced as a result of award 
of disability compensation. 

Sec. 107. Distributions from retirement 
plans to individuals called to 
active duty. 

Sec. 108. Authority to disclose return infor-
mation for certain veterans 
programs made permanent. 

Sec. 109. Contributions of military death 
gratuities to Roth IRAs and 
Education Savings Accounts. 

Sec. 110. Suspension of 5-year period during 
service with the Peace Corps. 

Sec. 111. Credit for employer differential 
wage payments to employees 
who are active duty members of 
the uniformed services. 

Sec. 112. State payments to service members 
treated as qualified military 
benefits. 

Sec. 113. Permanent exclusion of gain from 
sale of a principal residence by 
certain employees of the intel-
ligence community. 

Sec. 114. Special disposition rules for unused 
benefits in health flexible 
spending arrangements of indi-
viduals called to active duty. 

Sec. 115. Technical correction related to ex-
clusion of certain property tax 
rebates and other benefits pro-
vided to volunteer firefighters 
and emergency medical re-
sponders. 

TITLE II—IMPROVEMENTS IN 
SUPPLEMENTAL SECURITY INCOME 

Sec. 201. Treatment of uniformed service 
cash remuneration as earned 
income. 

Sec. 202. State annuities for certain vet-
erans to be disregarded in de-
termining supplemental secu-
rity income benefits. 

Sec. 203. Exclusion of AmeriCorps benefits 
for purposes of determining 
supplemental security income 
eligibility and benefit amounts. 

Sec. 204. Effective date. 
TITLE III—REVENUE PROVISIONS 

Sec. 301. Revision of tax rules on expatria-
tion. 

Sec. 302. Certain domestically controlled 
foreign persons performing 
services under contract with 
United States Government 
treated as American employers. 

Sec. 303. Increase in minimum penalty on 
failure to file a return of tax. 

TITLE IV—PARITY IN THE APPLICATION 
OF CERTAIN LIMITS TO MENTAL 
HEALTH BENEFITS 

Sec. 401. Parity in the application of certain 
limits to mental health bene-
fits. 

TITLE I—BENEFITS FOR MILITARY 
SEC. 101. RECOVERY REBATE PROVIDED TO MILI-

TARY FAMILIES. 
(a) IN GENERAL.—Subsection (h) of section 

6428 (relating to identification number re-
quirement) is amended by adding at the end 
the following new paragraph: 

‘‘(3) SPECIAL RULE FOR MEMBERS OF THE 
ARMED FORCES.—Paragraph (1) shall not 
apply to a joint return where at least 1 
spouse was a member of the Armed Forces of 
the United States at any time during the 
taxable year.’’. 

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments 
made by this section shall take effect as if 
included in the amendments made by section 
101 of the Economic Stimulus Act of 2008. 
SEC. 102. ELECTION TO INCLUDE COMBAT PAY AS 

EARNED INCOME FOR PURPOSES OF 
EARNED INCOME TAX CREDIT. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Clause (vi) of section 
32(c)(2)(B) (defining earned income) is 
amended to read as follows: 

‘‘(vi) a taxpayer may elect to treat 
amounts excluded from gross income by rea-
son of section 112 as earned income.’’. 

(b) CONFORMING AMENDMENT.—Paragraph 
(4) of section 6428(e) is amended by striking 
‘‘except that—’’ and all that follows through 
‘‘(B) such term shall’’ and inserting ‘‘except 
that such term shall’’. 

(c) SUNSET NOT APPLICABLE.—Section 105 
of the Working Families Tax Relief Act of 
2004 (relating to application of EGTRRA sun-
set to this title) shall not apply to section 
104(b) of such Act. 

(d) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments 
made by this section shall apply to taxable 
years ending after December 31, 2007. 
SEC. 103. MODIFICATION OF MORTGAGE REV-

ENUE BONDS FOR VETERANS. 
(a) QUALIFIED MORTGAGE BONDS USED TO 

FINANCE RESIDENCES FOR VETERANS WITHOUT 
REGARD TO FIRST-TIME HOMEBUYER REQUIRE-
MENT.—Subparagraph (D) of section 143(d)(2) 
(relating to exceptions) is amended by strik-
ing ‘‘and before January 1, 2008’’. 

(b) INCREASE IN BOND LIMITATION FOR ALAS-
KA, OREGON, AND WISCONSIN.—Clause (ii) of 
section 143(l)(3)(B) (relating to State vet-
erans limit) is amended by striking 
‘‘$25,000,000’’ each place it appears and insert-
ing ‘‘$100,000,000’’. 

(c) DEFINITION OF QUALIFIED VETERAN.— 
Paragraph (4) of section 143(l) (defining 
qualified veteran) is amended to read as fol-
lows: 

‘‘(4) QUALIFIED VETERAN.—For purposes of 
this subsection, the term ‘qualified veteran’ 
means any veteran who— 

‘‘(A) served on active duty, and 
‘‘(B) applied for the financing before the 

date 25 years after the last date on which 
such veteran left active service.’’. 

(d) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments 
made by this section shall apply to bonds 
issued after December 31, 2007. 

(e) TRANSITION RULE.—In the case of any 
bond issued after December 31, 2007, and be-
fore the date of the enactment of this Act, 
subparagraph (B) of section 143(l)(4) of the 
Internal Revenue Code of 1986, as amended 
by this section, shall be applied by sub-
stituting ‘‘30 years’’ for ‘‘25 years’’. 

SEC. 104. SURVIVOR AND DISABILITY PAYMENTS 
WITH RESPECT TO QUALIFIED MILI-
TARY SERVICE. 

(a) PLAN QUALIFICATION REQUIREMENT FOR 
DEATH BENEFITS UNDER USERRA-QUALIFIED 
ACTIVE MILITARY SERVICE.—Subsection (a) of 
section 401 (relating to requirements for 
qualification) is amended by inserting after 
paragraph (36) the following new paragraph: 

‘‘(37) DEATH BENEFITS UNDER USERRA-QUALI-
FIED ACTIVE MILITARY SERVICE.—A trust shall 
not constitute a qualified trust unless the 
plan provides that, in the case of a partici-
pant who dies while performing qualified 
military service (as defined in section 
414(u)), the survivors of the participant are 
entitled to any additional benefits (other 
than benefit accruals relating to the period 
of qualified military service) provided under 
the plan had the participant resumed and 
then terminated employment on account of 
death.’’. 

(b) TREATMENT IN THE CASE OF DEATH OR 
DISABILITY RESULTING FROM ACTIVE MILI-
TARY SERVICE FOR BENEFIT ACCRUAL PUR-
POSES.—Subsection (u) of section 414 (relat-
ing to special rules relating to veterans’ re-
employment rights under USERRA) is 
amended by redesignating paragraphs (9) and 
(10) as paragraphs (10) and (11), respectively, 
and by inserting after paragraph (8) the fol-
lowing new paragraph: 

‘‘(9) TREATMENT IN THE CASE OF DEATH OR 
DISABILITY RESULTING FROM ACTIVE MILITARY 
SERVICE.— 

‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—For benefit accrual pur-
poses, an employer sponsoring a retirement 
plan may treat an individual who dies or be-
comes disabled (as defined under the terms 
of the plan) while performing qualified mili-
tary service with respect to the employer 
maintaining the plan as if the individual has 
resumed employment in accordance with the 
individual’s reemployment rights under 
chapter 43 of title 38, United States Code, on 
the day preceding death or disability (as the 
case may be) and terminated employment on 
the actual date of death or disability. In the 
case of any such treatment, and subject to 
subparagraphs (B) and (C), any full or partial 
compliance by such plan with respect to the 
benefit accrual requirements of paragraph (8) 
with respect to such individual shall be 
treated for purposes of paragraph (1) as if 
such compliance were required under such 
chapter 43. 
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