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to a law that provides tax relief to volunteer 
emergency first responders. 

Like our men and women in the armed serv-
ices, volunteer emergency first responders 
provide a crucial service to our communities. 
They are in the front lines in the case of fire, 
natural disaster or other emergency. The ma-
jority of these brave men and women are vol-
unteers and give up their time out of a sense 
of obligation to their communities. We owe 
them a debt of gratitude for their service. 

This technical correction clarifies that prop-
erty tax rebates and other benefits that are 
made to volunteer emergency first responders 
and are excluded from gross income are not 
subject to Social Security tax or unemploy-
ment tax. This was the intent of the original 
legislation and I appreciate the opportunity to 
clarify this through HR. 6081, the Heroes 
Earnings Assistance and Tax Relief Act. 

Ms. MCCOLLUM of Minnesota. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise in strong support of H.R. 6081, the 
Heroes Earnings Assistance and Relief Tax 
(HEART) Act and to commend Speaker 
PELOSI and Chairman RANGEL for their perse-
verance in getting this important bill to the 
President’s desk. 

H.R. 6081 includes vital tax provisions that 
help military families facing significant financial 
hardships due to extended deployments. Ac-
cording to a Department of Defense survey, 
55 percent of married National Guardsmen 
and Reservists suffer a loss of income when 
they are called to active duty. The Heart Act 
helps to fix this problem by providing a tax 
credit of up to $4,000 for small businesses 
that continue to pay National Guard and Re-
serve employees when they are called to 
serve. 

This important bill makes permanent several 
IRS provisions that relieve economic hard-
ships as a result of military service including 
the Earned Income Tax Credit for families of 
soldiers in combat. H.R. 6081 also allows 
more military families to be eligible for the 
economic stimulus rebates and makes it easi-
er for veterans to become homeowners 
through low-interest loans. 

The Heart Act is fully offset and will not in-
crease our national debt. It pays for these tax 
breaks by closing an offshore loophole that al-
lows government contractors, who receive mil-
lions or billions in taxpayers’ dollars, to set up 
companies in foreign countries to avoid paying 
Social Security and Medicare taxes. For ex-
ample, defense contractor KBR, has report-
edly avoided paying over $100 million in So-
cial Security and Medicare taxes by creating 
shell companies in the Cayman Islands. H.R. 
6081 also stops tax benefits for Americans 
who renounce their citizenship in order to 
avoid paying U.S. taxes. 

The men and women of the armed forces 
who serve this country with honor during times 
of war should be assured that their families 
will not suffer financially from being deployed. 
I urge my colleagues to support this important 
bill. 

Mr. SESTAK. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
back the remainder of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from New York (Mr. 
RANGEL) that the House suspend the 
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 6081, as 
amended. 

The question was taken. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the 

opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being 
in the affirmative, the ayes have it. 

Mr. SESTAK. Mr. Speaker, on that I 
demand the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the 
Chair’s prior announcement, further 
proceedings on this motion will be 
postponed. 

f 

MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT 

A message in writing from the Presi-
dent of the United States was commu-
nicated to the House by Ms. Wanda 
Evans, one of his secretaries. 

f 

SENSE OF HOUSE REGARDING 
FOSTER PARENTS 

Mr. MCDERMOTT. Mr. Speaker, I 
move to suspend the rules and agree to 
the resolution (H. Res. 1185) expressing 
the sense of the House of Representa-
tives that Congress should recognize 
the important contributions of Ameri-
cans who serve as foster parents and, in 
doing so, unselfishly open their homes 
and family lives to children in need. 

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion. 

The text of the resolution is as fol-
lows: 

H. RES. 1185 

Whereas the Nation’s foster care system 
provides a sanctuary for children who are 
unable to live safely in their homes; 

Whereas in 2006, some 799,000 children 
spent at least 24 hours in foster care and, on 
any given day, roughly 510,000 children were 
in the Nation’s foster care system; 

Whereas the primary goal of foster care is 
to ensure the safety and well-being of chil-
dren while working to expeditiously provide 
children with a permanent, safe, and loving 
home; 

Whereas via reunification with parents, 
adoption, or legal guardianship, some 289,000 
children left foster care in 2006 for a perma-
nent home; 

Whereas 303,000 children entered foster 
care in 2006; 

Whereas more than 43 percent of the chil-
dren that entered foster care in 2005 were age 
5 and younger; 

Whereas studies have found that a child’s 
early years are critical for his or her brain 
development, making it extremely impor-
tant for all children to live in a safe and lov-
ing home during this critical period in their 
lives; 

Whereas in 2005, the median age of a child 
in foster care was just over 10 years old and 
the median length of stay for a child in fos-
ter care was nearly 16 months; 

Whereas while a majority of children liv-
ing in foster care had the goal of being reuni-
fied with their parents, nearly 20 percent of 
foster children were seeking adoption in 2005; 

Whereas each year as many as 24,000 teens 
will reach the age of 18 while in foster care 
and age out of the system without finding a 
permanent family; 

Whereas on any given day in 2006, there 
were as many as 129,000 children in the foster 
care system waiting to be adopted; 

Whereas in 2005, roughly 60 percent of the 
children who left foster care for a permanent 
adoptive family were adopted by their foster 
parents and another 25 percent were adopted 
by relatives; and 

Whereas it would be appropriate to des-
ignate the month of May 2008 as National 
Foster Care Month: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That it is the sense of the United 
States House of Representatives that— 

(1) all Americans should work together to 
strengthen families and reduce the need of 
foster care placement for children; and 

(2) Congress should continue its commit-
ment to providing critical assistance to chil-
dren and families involved in the foster care 
system through the title IV program in the 
Social Security Act and other programs that 
are designed to help children reunite with 
their parents or find a loving and permanent 
home when they cannot return to their bio-
logical parents. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
Washington (Mr. MCDERMOTT) and the 
gentleman from Illinois (Mr. WELLER) 
each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Washington. 

Mr. MCDERMOTT. Mr. Speaker, 
every day another 850 American chil-
dren enter foster care. If you go outside 
and walk along the Mall today, you 
will see cardboard cutouts of children. 
Another 850 representations will be 
added each day this week to help us all 
understand who are at risk and what is 
at stake. The fact is, most people are 
unaware of how many children are in 
foster care right now and how many 
more will be in foster care tomorrow. 
My hope is that the image of those 
cardboard cutouts will be so compel-
ling that America will take and de-
mand action. 

As the chairman of the subcommittee 
with jurisdiction over the foster care 
system, I want the House to make this 
issue as important as the children we 
need to help. Each child in this Nation 
deserves nothing less than a safe, lov-
ing home with a caregiver who ensures 
their physical and emotional well- 
being, supports their dreams in life and 
helps them become healthy and happy 
adults. For over a half a million chil-
dren in our Nation, that home is not 
with their biological parents. Instead, 
the nurturing environment is found in 
the homes of foster families, who tem-
porarily support a child until that 
child can either be safely returned to 
their biological parents or moved to a 
permanent home. 

What I just described in a few words 
doesn’t begin to cover the heroic ac-
tions by Americans on behalf of foster 
children, so we are here today to mark 
the month of May as National Foster 
Care Month. It is a designation re-
served for heroes, and there are hun-
dreds of thousands of American heroes 
to be noticed and thanked. They are 
the people who open their homes and 
their hearts to children who are seek-
ing sanctuary when they are no longer 
able to live safely in their homes. 
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