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While we recognize and commend their 

service, we need to do more to ensure a bet-
ter future for these children when they leave 
foster homes. We need to do more to heal the 
minds and bodies of these children, so that 
the investment that foster parents have made 
in their lives is not lost to homelessness, drug 
addiction, and gang involvement that so many 
of these children turn to when they are aban-
doned again as they exit foster care. 

The public may not be aware that on the 
night of their 18th birthday, most states termi-
nate all services for foster children. Parents 
know that most children in our society are not 
self-sufficient the day they turn 18. For exam-
ple: we don’t expect our children to afford 
health coverage when they turn 18. In fact, 
most parents retain their children under a fam-
ily policy until age 23. Yet for the 26,000 vul-
nerable young Americans who age out of the 
foster care system, we eliminate their 
healthcare coverage the moment they turn 18. 
Mr. Speaker, we need to do better. We need 
to extend healthcare coverage for children in 
foster care to age 21. The pathway to extend 
coverage already exists in current law, but 
only 17 states have implemented this option 
and I believe it is a moral and societal impera-
tive to make this the standard across our Na-
tion. Without proper healthcare many of these 
youth end up another sad statistic. 

I know my good friend from Washington, Mr. 
MCDERMOTT, and I see eye-to-eye on this 
issue. Both he and I have introduced legisla-
tion that would make these necessary 
changes to healthcare coverage for foster chil-
dren. Mr. Speaker, I urge the rest of my col-
leagues to support this resolution and to do 
better for America’s foster children. 

Mr. PORTER. Mr. Speaker, according to 
2006 data, nationally, 799,000 children have 
spent at least 24 hours in foster care and, on 
any given day, roughly 510,000 children were 
in the Nation’s foster care system. In Nevada, 
there are currently 5,450 children receiving 
foster care, including 3,947 in Clark County. 

My district has faced some unique chal-
lenges recently. As Southern Nevadans, we 
recognize the need for a nurturing environ-
ment when biological parents abuse or neglect 
their own children. Foster families graciously 
open their doors, and offer love and guidance 
in the most difficult of circumstances. It is crit-
ical we honor these unsung heroes. 

I would like to thank Chairman MCDERMOTT 
for introducing this bipartisan legislation hon-
oring the selfless service of foster families rec-
ognizing the critical role these individuals play 
in communities across the nation. In addition, 
the resolution will mark May as National Fos-
ter Care Month. I encourage all of my col-
leagues to support the generosity of foster 
parents in their districts and throughout the 
nation during the month of May. 

Mr. LEWIS of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today as a proud cosponsor of H. Res. 1185, 
recognizing National Foster Care Awareness 
Month. 

Today, more than half a million children na-
tionwide are living in foster care. Like children 
everywhere, these vulnerable young people 
need the safety and security of a permanent 
family. For many children who cannot be re-
united with their parents, that means joining a 
new family through adoption. 

Across the country there are families who 
have adopted children and youth from the fos-
ter care system. One of those outstanding per-
sons is my constituent Ms. Ann Carnegie in 
Atlanta who has dedicated her life to the serv-
ice of others. She is one of many hard-work-
ing Americans determined to make a dif-
ference for the next generation. 

Ms. Carnegie became a single mother when 
she adopted three children. She began as a 
foster parent for Bernard and Latrice. Both 
had already spent 5 years in foster care and 
had special needs; Ms. Carnegie knew that if 
the opportunity presented itself that she would 
want to adopt them. 

Bernard is an intelligent, artistic young man 
who aspires to work with computer animation 
one day. Latrice is a French honors student 
who hopes to become a lawyer. Everyone in 
this loving family takes time to play cars and 
dinosaurs with their youngest brother Matty. I 
have faith that all the children in the Carnegie 
family will fulfill their dreams one day. 

Every year, the Carnegie family celebrates 
the children’s adoptions with a special celebra-
tion. There are many important pieces of legis-
lation that we both support that will improve 
child welfare services and strengthen Amer-
ica’s families. 

I have the privilege to serve on the Income 
Security and Family Support Subcommittee 
under the leadership of my good friend, the 
Gentleman from Washington, Mr. MCDERMOTT. 
I know that all of us on the Subcommittee 
share a commitment to protect and improve 
the future of those in the child welfare system. 

We must do all we can to help children liv-
ing in foster care join loving families like the 
Carnegies, and I look forward to supporting re-
forms this year. Initiatives like the federal 
Adoption Incentive program encourages states 
like mine to finalize more adoptions of children 
from foster care, but there is more that can be 
done. Children in foster care have waited long 
enough. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge all of my colleagues to 
support this important resolution today, and to 
give strong consideration of the many legisla-
tive proposals to improve the lives of children 
in foster care. 

Mr. WELLER of Illinois. Mr. Speak-
er, I yield back the balance of my time. 

Mr. MCDERMOTT. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield back the balance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Washington (Mr. 
MCDERMOTT) that the House suspend 
the rules and agree to the resolution, 
H. Res. 1185. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the resolu-
tion was agreed to. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE 
A message from the Senate by Ms. 

Curtis, one of its clerks, announced 
that the Senate has passed a bill of the 
following title in which the concur-
rence of the House is requested: 

S. 3035. An act to temporarily extend the 
programs under the Higher Education Act of 
1965. 

SENSE OF HOUSE REGARDING 
FORMER FOSTER CARE YOUTH 

Mr. LEWIS of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, 
I move to suspend the rules and agree 
to the resolution (H. Res. 1208) express-
ing the sense of the House of Rep-
resentatives that youth who age out of 
foster care should be given special care 
and attention. 

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion. 

The text of the resolution is as fol-
lows: 

H. RES. 1208 

Whereas 12,000,000 Americans spend time in 
foster care; 

Whereas every year, more than 24,000 
youth turn age 18 while in foster care; 

Whereas the safekeeping of most youth 
who age out of foster care is the responsi-
bility of the State governments, which re-
ceive Federal funding to assist them in doing 
so; 

Whereas family reunification, kinship 
care, and adoption are the preferred solu-
tions for children who are placed in foster 
care; 

Whereas Congress created a new Inde-
pendent Living initiative in 1986, and ex-
panded the program by passing the Chaffee 
Foster Care Independence Act in 1999 to as-
sist youth who are emancipated while in fos-
ter care: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives— 

(1) supports former foster care youth as 
they overcome many emotional, physical, 
and social obstacles in the pursuit of 
healthy, independent, and fulfilling lives; 

(2) recognizes former foster care youth or-
ganizations for their dedication to reforming 
and improving the foster care system; 

(3) appreciates individuals, mentors, and 
social workers who provide assistance to 
former foster care youth beyond resources 
available through Federal, State, and local 
services; and 

(4) encourages reviews of Federal and State 
programs conducted under title IV of the So-
cial Security Act that would improve serv-
ices to help former foster care youth succeed 
in their transition to adulthood and inde-
pendence. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
Georgia (Mr. LEWIS) and the gentleman 
from Illinois (Mr. WELLER) each will 
control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Georgia. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. LEWIS of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, 

I ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have 5 legislative days in 
which to revise and extend their re-
marks on H. Res. 1208. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Georgia? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. LEWIS of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, 

I yield myself as much time as I may 
consume. I rise today to ask my col-
leagues to support H. Res 1208. 

This resolution is very simple. It rec-
ognizes the many problems that face 
young people who spend time in foster 
care, and it thanks the many others 
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