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Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 

my time. 
Mr. HARE. Mr. Speaker, I would like 

to recognize my friend from New 
Hampshire (Ms. SHEA-PORTER) for such 
time as she may consume. 

Ms. SHEA-PORTER. Mr. Speaker, I’d 
like to take this opportunity to thank 
the sponsor of this legislation, the gen-
tleman from Illinois, PHIL HARE, who’s 
a leader and a tireless advocate for vet-
erans. 

This Memorial Day we honor the 
memory of so many who have served 
this Nation. In honor of their memory, 
it’s fitting that we consider legislation 
today that will help deliver the bene-
fits that were promised to our veterans 
and which they earned by their selfless 
service to our Nation. 

The bill before us, H.R. 2790, will cre-
ate the position of Director of Physi-
cian Assistant Services in the VA to 
manage the education, training, and 
utilization of physician assistants 
within the Veterans Health Adminis-
tration. 

PAs play an important part in the 
health care of our veterans, providing a 
whole range of diagnostic and thera-
peutic services, administering 
physicals, taking patient histories, di-
agnosing and treating patients. The 
first PAs were former corpsmen who 
had served in Vietnam. Their extensive 
medical training made them ideal can-
didates for further medical education 
and the perfect fit for the continuing 
medical care of their fellow veterans. 
Since the PA Advisor position was cre-
ated in the VA in 2000, their ranks have 
grown, and today almost 1,600 PAs 
serve in the VA. 

PAs go through a very vigorous 2- 
year-long certification program, and by 
creating a Director of Physician As-
sistant Services in the VA, we can help 
ensure that their expertise is properly 
utilized and that our veterans receive 
the care they deserve. Their utilization 
may also mean in rural States like 
mine that veterans have greater access 
to health care. 

It’s appropriate that we will pass this 
legislation today in honor of the vet-
erans who have served our country so 
bravely. As a proud wife of a veteran 
myself, working to improve the care 
veterans were promised and have 
earned is a top priority for me, and I 
enthusiastically support this legisla-
tion. I urge my colleagues to support 
this also. 

Mr. MILLER of Florida. Mr. Speaker, 
I have no further requests for time, and 
I yield back the balance of my time. 

Mr. HARE. Mr. Speaker, I urge my 
colleagues to unanimously support 
H.R. 2790, as amended. 

Mr. MORAN of Kansas. Mr. Speaker, I want 
to thank Congressman HARE for his leadership 
on passage of this bill and my colleagues and 
staff on the House Veterans Affairs Committee 
for their support. I joined Congressman HARE 
as an original cosponsor of H.R. 2790. This 

bill creates a full-time Director of PA Services 
within the Department of Veterans Affairs. This 
legislation is beneficial in improving patient 
care for our Nation’s veterans, ensuring that 
the 1,600 PAs employed by the VA are fully 
utilized to provide veterans medical care. 

As a Member of Congress who represents 
one of the most rural districts in the country, 
I know that physician assistants are a key to 
providing medical care in underserved areas. 
Often, they are the only health care profes-
sional available. PAs help ensure those who 
live in our communities receive timely access 
to quality health care. 

I want to be certain that PAs are appro-
priately utilized by the VA to serve our vet-
erans. Like our armed forces that have full- 
time directors of PA services, this legislation 
will establish a dedicated expert in the VA 
Central Office. This PA Director will work to 
fully integrate the profession into VA health 
care, ensuring PAs have a stronger voice in 
the VA so they can better serve our veterans 
and their patients. 

Mr. HARE. Mr. Speaker, I have no 
further requests for time, and I yield 
back the balance of my time. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. HARE. Mr. Speaker, I ask unani-

mous consent that all Members may 
have 5 legislative days in which to re-
vise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on H.R. 2790, 
as amended. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Illinois? 

There was no objection. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Illinois (Mr. HARE) 
that the House suspend the rules and 
pass the bill, H.R. 2790, as amended. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the bill, as 
amended, was passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

b 1230 

VETERANS BENEFITS AWARENESS 
ACT OF 2008 

Mr. FILNER. Mr. Speaker, I move to 
suspend the rules and pass the bill 
(H.R. 3681) to amend title 38, United 
States Code, to authorize the Secretary 
of Veterans Affairs to advertise in the 
national media to promote awareness 
of benefits under laws administered by 
the Secretary, as amended. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 3681 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Veterans Bene-
fits Awareness Act of 2008’’. 
SEC. 2. AUTHORITY OF SECRETARY OF VETERANS 

AFFAIRS TO ADVERTISE TO PRO-
MOTE AWARENESS OF BENEFITS 
UNDER LAWS ADMINISTERED BY 
THE SECRETARY. 

(a) AUTHORITY TO ADVERTISE.—Subchapter II 
of chapter 5 of title 38, United States Code, is 

amended by adding at the end the following 
new section: 
‘‘§ 532. Authority to advertise in national 

media 
‘‘The Secretary may purchase advertising in 

national media outlets for the purpose of pro-
moting awareness of benefits under laws admin-
istered by the Secretary, including promoting 
awareness of assistance provided by the Sec-
retary, including assistance for programs to as-
sist homeless veterans, to promote veteran- 
owned small businesses, and to provide opportu-
nities for employment in the Department of Vet-
erans Affairs and for education, training, com-
pensation, pension, vocational rehabilitation, 
and healthcare benefits, and mental healthcare 
(including the prevention of suicide among vet-
erans).’’. 

(b) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The table of sec-
tions at the beginning of such chapter is amend-
ed by inserting after the item relating to section 
531 the following: 
‘‘§ 532. Authority to advertise in national 

media.’’ 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
California (Mr. FILNER) and the gen-
tleman from Florida (Mr. MILLER) each 
will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from California. 

Mr. FILNER. I would yield myself 
such time as I may consume. 

Mr. Speaker, we are in the midst of a 
package of 10 separate pieces of legisla-
tion that honors our Nation’s veterans, 
our Nation’s most deserving citizens, 
appropriately enough, as we prepare to 
honor them on Memorial Day. As we 
honor our fallen heroes, we cannot for-
get those who need either health or 
other benefits from our Nation. 

That is what these bills do. They ex-
tend benefits in a whole range of areas: 
Health care, substance abuse and spina 
bifida, reimbursement for emergency 
treatment outside the VA facilities, 
construction of new facilities to serve 
these heroes. We also address our re-
sponsibility for oversight of the VA by 
mandating the revision and update of 
administrative policies so that the VA 
can better serve our veterans. 

As you know, Mr. Speaker, we have 
had many opportunities for oversight 
recently. We have had in a court case 
the discovery of e-mails which seem to 
indicate that our VA management was 
not being totally transparent on the 
number of suicides, for example, of our 
recent Iraqi veterans. Just last week, 
another e-mail was discovered that in-
dicated that we should not adequately 
diagnose PTSD, post-traumatic stress 
disorder, and instead give these young 
men and women lesser kinds of diag-
noses, which would cost us less. 

It is unacceptable to the Congress of 
the United States and to the American 
people that the administration set up 
to serve our veterans would be finding 
ways to save money and not treating 
the veterans for their needs. We intend 
to root that kind of attitude out of the 
VA and to make sure that all our vet-
erans, whether they are just coming 
back from Iraq or Afghanistan, or 
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those that served us earlier in Vietnam 
or World War II and Korea and the Per-
sian Gulf War I, to make sure that all 
of their needs are met, and that is what 
we are committed to and that is what 
these bills on the floor today indicate. 

We also address the compensation 
cost-of-living adjustment that is so im-
portant to our veterans who base their 
income on the dependency and indem-
nity compensation. They need an an-
nual increase to cover the cost of liv-
ing, and this bill before us today will 
assure that. 

It is my hope that on this Memorial 
Day we, as a Nation, remember the 
words of President Franklin D. Roo-
sevelt. A half century ago he said 
‘‘Those who have long enjoyed such 
privileges as we enjoy forget in time 
that men,’’ and he would say, I am sure 
today, women, ‘‘have died to win 
them.’’ President Washington, over 220 
years ago, said, ‘‘The best guarantee of 
the morale of our fighting troops is a 
sense of how they are going to be treat-
ed when they come home.’’ 

So let us remember these words of 
Roosevelt, of Washington, as we pre-
pare on Memorial Day to recognize and 
remember those heroes who have died 
in uniform. Our Nation has a proud leg-
acy of appreciation and commitment, 
and we have to make sure that they 
know that we appreciate them and we 
know that our liberty, which we enjoy 
today, depended on them. 

The bills before us today have come 
from all of our legislative subcommit-
tees. Members on both sides of the aisle 
and all the committee worked very 
hard. I want to thank Chairman 
MICHAUD of the Health Committee, 
with his Ranking Member MILLER of 
Florida, I want to thank the chair and 
ranking member of the Subcommittee 
on Economic Opportunity, Ms. 
HERSETH SANDLIN of South Dakota, and 
Mr. BOOZMAN of Arkansas, and also the 
chair and the ranking member of the 
Disability Assistance and Memorial Af-
fairs, the gentleman from New York, 
Mr. HALL, and the gentleman from Col-
orado, Mr. LAMBORN. 

We are now looking at H.R. 3681, 
which would authorize the VA Sec-
retary to purchase national media out-
lets to inform veterans of their bene-
fits. You would think we would not 
have to do such legislation, Mr. Speak-
er, but apparently we do. Over the past 
2 years, the Committee on Veterans’ 
Affairs has conducted several hearings 
to determine how to improve the out-
reach to our veterans, and while var-
ious agencies have made tremendous 
improvement, more needs to be done to 
inform veterans of the entitlements 
they rightfully deserve and how to ac-
cess those benefits. 

Providing our veterans the informa-
tion they need on television is a crucial 
component that can affect the liveli-
hood of our veterans and their depend-
ents. So I ask all of you to join me in 
supporting H.R. 3681. 

I would reserve the balance of my 
time. 

Mr. MILLER of Florida. Mr. Speaker, 
I yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

I rise in strong support of H.R. 3681, 
as amended, called the Veterans Bene-
fits Awareness Act of 2008, which would 
amend title 38 of the U.S. Code to au-
thorize the Secretary of Veterans Af-
fairs to advertise in the national media 
to promote awareness of benefits under 
laws administered by the Secretary. 

I additionally want to thank my col-
league, Mr. BOOZMAN, for introducing 
this bill, as well as Chairman Herseth 
Sandlin of the Subcommittee on Eco-
nomic Opportunity, and Chairman FIL-
NER of the full committee, for expe-
diting this bill through the committee 
process to bring it to the floor. 

Mr. Speaker, as anyone who watches 
TV or listens to the radio experiences 
advertising aimed at convincing them 
of the need for, or the quality of a 
product or a service, businesses buy ad-
vertising, sometimes at very expensive 
prices because it works. VA should be 
doing the same thing to bring its out-
reach programs into the 21st century. 
H.R. 3681 will clarify VA’s authority to 
use advertising to increase veterans’ 
awareness of the benefits and services 
that are offered by VA. 

I urge my colleagues to support this 
fine measure and reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. FILNER. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
such time as he may consume to a very 
hard working new member of our com-
mittee, in fact, the highest enlisted 
man ever elected to the Congress of the 
United States, Command Sergeant 
Major TIM WALZ of Minnesota. 

Mr. WALZ of Minnesota. Thank you 
to the chairman for his outstanding 
and tireless work for our veterans. A 
special thank you also to Mr. BOOZMAN, 
who has been an unending friend and 
supporter and effective leader in help-
ing our veterans. I thank you. This is 
just one more example of your contin-
ued work. 

I stand in strong support of H.R. 3681, 
the Veterans Benefits Awareness Act. 
This just simply, as you have heard the 
speakers talk about, ensures the abil-
ity of the VA to reach out and gather 
our veterans back in, making sure that 
those veterans understand all the bene-
fits that are available to them, from 
suicide prevention to health care bene-
fits, training, education, pension bene-
fits, vocational rehabilitation, assist-
ance for homeless veterans, veterans 
owning small businesses. 

This Nation and this past Congress in 
the 110th Congress has done much to 
care for our veterans. One of the prob-
lems is that when our veterans return 
home, only about 36 percent of them 
enter into the VA system or apply for 
benefits, and what this does is take ad-
vantage of what all 435 Members of this 
body know well, is you need to adver-

tise well to get that message out. The 
Department of Defense has done a 
great job of advertising for recruit-
ment. It’s time for the VA to put that 
money into making sure our veterans 
get their care. 

The Rand Corporation said the capac-
ity of the DOD and the VA to provide 
mental health services has increased 
substantially, but significant gaps in 
access and quality remain. There is a 
large gap between the need for mental 
health services and the use of those 
services. 

Last year, this Congress put in a hot-
line for veterans seeking help with pos-
sible suicide and suicide prevention, 
and that hotline has received over 9,000 
calls. Those may have been calls that 
would have never been received. So this 
24-hour national hotline is working. I 
am pleased that the amendment that I 
put in to address this with the veterans 
suicide issue has been addressed. I 
would also like to thank the ranking 
member, Representative BUYER from 
Indiana, for his perfecting amendment 
on this bill. 

This piece of legislation is a great ex-
ample of bipartisan support that rises 
above and transcends politics to care 
for our Nation’s veterans. This will be 
a good piece of legislation. It will get 
our veterans in. It will fulfill our moral 
obligation to care for our veterans and 
it will ensure that future generations 
of our young Americans understand 
that if they raise their hands, take an 
oath, and service this Nation, we will 
be there to serve them. 

With that, I again thank Mr. 
BOOZMAN. I thank the ranking member 
and I thank the chairman for continu-
ously moving information and moving 
legislation forward that helps our vet-
erans. 

This bill will ensure that the Department of 
Veterans Affairs is able to use the power of 
modern advertising to reach out in as wide- 
ranging and an effective way as possible to 
our veterans. 

The bill authorizes the Secretary of the VA 
to purchase advertising in the national media 
about the benefits VA makes available to vet-
erans. VA offers health care and mental health 
care benefits, including for the prevention of 
suicide, an issue that we have been vigorously 
addressing on the House Veterans Com-
mittee; education, training, compensation, and 
pension benefits; vocational rehabilitation; as-
sistance for homeless veterans, opportunities 
for veteran-owned small businesses; and di-
rect opportunities for employment in the De-
partment itself, among other things. 

But if veterans don’t know about these ben-
efits, they’re not in a position to take full ad-
vantage of them. 

There is more than enough evidence that 
advertising works to promote awareness of 
whatever the advertising is about. Study after 
study has shown that advertising through the 
major media works. In fact, the Department of 
Defense itself knows that. That’s why it de-
votes a lot of time and energy to advertising, 
including on television, as a means of recruit-
ment. 
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We advertise to recruit our servicemembers, 

many of whom will put themselves in harm’s 
way; that same means should be used to tell 
them what benefits they have earned when 
they return. In effect, we are saying to VA, ‘‘If 
our veterans aren’t coming to you, use the 
modern media to go to them!’’ 

This bill is also a perfect illustration of how 
we on the House Veterans Affairs Committee 
strive to work on a bipartisan basis to serve 
our veterans. This bill was introduced by Con-
gressman BOOZMAN on behalf of himself and 
Congresswoman HERSETH SANDLIN. I offered 
an amendment to the bill, and then one of my 
Republican colleagues offered a perfecting 
amendment, which I was happy to accept. In 
that way, we worked together to produce a bill 
that is good for our veterans. 

My amendment specified that the adver-
tising VA would do could and should include 
a focus on suicide prevention, which has been 
an issue of much concern and some con-
troversy lately. There have been several re-
cent reports about VA’s sometimes halting ef-
forts to address what appears to be a series 
of major emerging mental health problems 
among our veterans. I have a great deal of 
confidence in the new Secretary of VA, whom 
I have been working with on a number of 
issues, and his commitment to resolve the 
problems that exist at VA and better serve our 
veterans. 

An excellent and disturbing new report from 
the think tank the Rand Corp. observed that 
‘‘The capacity of DoD and the VA to provide 
mental health services has increased substan-
tially, but significant gaps in access and qual-
ity remain,’’ and went on to say in particular, 
‘‘There is a large gap between the need for 
mental health services and the use of those 
services.’’ My amendment was meant to en-
courage VA to bridge that gap. 

On July 25, 2007, the VA began operation 
of a 24-hour national suicide prevention hot-
line for veterans. The hotline reported greater 
than 9,000 calls. Callers included veterans 
who previously would have called a non-VA 
suicide hotline, veterans who would not have 
utilized a non-VA hotline, family members and 
friends of veterans, and other distressed non- 
veterans. Bottom line—veterans are calling the 
hotline. It is common sense that with more 
outreach, more veterans are likely to call the 
VA hotline. And advertising in the national 
media is one form of that outreach. 

I am pleased that my amendment to this 
legislation was adopted, and perfected with 
the help of the Ranking Member on the VA 
Committee, Representative BUYER. 

I strongly urge the passage of H.R. 3681. 
Mr. MILLER of Florida. Mr. Speaker, 

at this time I yield such time as he 
may consume to the gentleman from 
Arkansas (Mr. BOOZMAN), who has been 
a strong supporter of VA issues his en-
tire time here in the House of Rep-
resentatives. 

Mr. BOOZMAN. Thank you, Con-
gressman MILLER. Thank you, Con-
gressman WALZ. I always feel like he 
speaks with such authority when I am 
around him; I am always concerned he 
is going to ask me to do 10 pushups or 
something. 

I rise in support of H.R. 3681, the Vet-
erans Benefits Awareness Act. This 

simple, straightforward legislation au-
thorizes VA to purchase advertising in 
national media outlets for the purpose 
of promoting awareness of veterans 
benefits. 

When was the last time you saw the 
Super Bowl or other prime time re-
cruiting advertisement for one of the 
military services? Now, when was the 
last time that you saw the Super Bowl 
or other prime time ad for veterans 
health care and benefits sponsored by 
the Department of Veterans Affairs. 
Probably never. It’s one reason that 
many veterans and their dependents 
are not aware of the benefits due to 
them. 

Over the years, Congress has author-
ized millions to improve outreach, and 
the results are disappointing. In spite 
of the additional funding, VA still re-
lies on the public service announce-
ments, pamphlets, meetings with small 
groups of veterans, and the one-on-one 
outreach to deliver its message to vet-
erans. Unfortunately, PSAs are often 
most broadcast at times when few peo-
ple are watching, and small groups and 
individual meetings are often difficult 
to arrange and are not very efficient. 

Our veterans continue to tell us that 
they were not aware of the VA pro-
grams that would improve their lives. 
That is why I introduced H.R. 3681, the 
Veterans Benefits Awareness Act of 
2008, which authorizes VA to purchase 
advertising in national media outlets 
for the purpose of promoting awareness 
of veterans benefits. 

H.R. 3681 will provide VA with the 
authority to buy radio and TV time to 
ensure that veterans and their depend-
ents are aware of health care options 
and benefits for education, disability 
compensation, nondisability pensions, 
training, loan guarantees, and sur-
vivors’ programs. 

I want to thank Chairwoman 
HERSETH SANDLIN for moving this bill, 
for her cooperation in working with 
the subcommittee; Chairman FILNER, 
and Ranking Member BUYER for their 
support; and also to our staffs that 
worked so hard in preparing these bills. 
I urge my colleagues to support H.R. 
3681. 

Mr. FILNER. I have no further 
speakers. 

Mr. MILLER of Florida. We have no 
further speakers. We urge adoption and 
yield back the balance of our time. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. FILNER. Mr. Speaker, I ask 

unanimous consent that all Members 
may have 5 legislative days to revise 
and extend their remarks and include 
extraneous material on H.R. 3681, as 
amended. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from California? 

There was no objection. 
Ms. HERSETH SANDLIN. Mr. Speaker, I 

rise in strong support of H.R. 3681, the ‘‘Vet-
erans Benefits Awareness Act’’ which author-

izes the Secretary of Veterans Affairs to ad-
vertise in the national media to promote 
awareness of benefits under laws adminis-
tered by the Secretary. 

As an original cosponsor of H.R. 3681, and 
the Chairwoman of the Veterans’ Affairs Eco-
nomic Opportunity Subcommittee, I would like 
to thank Representative BOOZMAN, who serves 
as the Subcommittee Ranking Member, for in-
troducing this important bill. I also would like 
to recognize Veterans’ Affairs Committee 
Chairman FILNER and Ranking Member BUYER 
for their strong leadership and for working to 
quickly move this bill to the House floor. 

It is important that Congress not only pro-
vide the VA with the resources to properly 
care for our nation’s veterans, but that we also 
provide them with the authority to promote 
awareness of benefits that are available to 
veterans and their dependents. 

Again, I thank Representative BOOZMAN for 
introducing this important bill. I encourage my 
colleagues to support it. 

Mr. KLEIN of Florida. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today in support of H.R. 3681, the Veterans 
Benefits Awareness Act of 2008, which 
passed the House of Representatives this 
week. 

Fifty veterans move to Florida every day, 
and I am honored to represent thousands who 
served our country honorably in our Nation’s 
military. The efforts of military veterans have 
provided Americans with security and peace of 
mind, and I remain eternally grateful for their 
sacrifices. 

I believe that America owes its military he-
roes a debt of gratitude, and that their prior-
ities must be the Nation’s top priorities. I am 
committed to making sure that members of the 
military and veterans receive the benefits that 
they deserve when they return home. 

Several times per year, I am proud to con-
vene my Congressional Veterans Advisory 
Groups in Broward and Palm Beach Counties 
to listen and learn about the needs of South 
Florida veterans. One of the most pressing 
issues that has repeatedly come up is the vet-
erans’ need to know more about their benefits. 
One solution to this problem is an awareness 
campaign to educate returning 
servicemembers about available benefits. The 
Veterans Benefits Awareness Act of 2008 
does just that by allowing the Secretary of the 
VA to advertise and promote awareness of 
veterans’ benefits. 

I am proud to support H.R. 3681, the Vet-
erans Benefits Awareness Act of 2008, be-
cause I believe that nothing should stand in 
the way between a veteran and the benefits 
that he or she deserves. This legislation will 
go a long way to help returning 
servicemembers and veterans in my district 
and throughout the country. 

Mr. FILNER. I urge all my colleagues 
to support H.R. 3681 and yield back the 
balance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from California (Mr. 
FILNER) that the House suspend the 
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 3681, as 
amended. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the bill, as 
amended, was passed. 
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A motion to reconsider was laid on 

the table. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, proceedings 
will resume on three motions to sus-
pend the rules previously postponed. 

Votes will be taken in the following 
order: 

H.R. 6081, by the yeas and nays; 
H.R. 6074, by the yeas and nays; 
H. Res. 1144, de novo. 
The first electronic vote will be con-

ducted as a 15-minute vote. Remaining 
electronic votes will be conducted as 5- 
minute votes. 

f 

HEROES EARNINGS ASSISTANCE 
AND RELIEF TAX ACT OF 2008 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The un-
finished business is the vote on the mo-
tion to suspend the rules and pass the 
bill, H.R. 6081, as amended, on which 
the yeas and nays were ordered. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from New York (Mr. 
RANGEL) that the House suspend the 
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 6081, as 
amended. 

The vote was taken by electronic de-
vice, and there were—yeas 403, nays 0, 
not voting 30, as follows: 

[Roll No. 331] 

YEAS—403 

Abercrombie 
Ackerman 
Aderholt 
Akin 
Alexander 
Allen 
Altmire 
Arcuri 
Baca 
Bachmann 
Bachus 
Baird 
Baldwin 
Barrett (SC) 
Barrow 
Bartlett (MD) 
Barton (TX) 
Bean 
Becerra 
Berkley 
Berman 
Berry 
Biggert 
Bilbray 
Bilirakis 
Bishop (GA) 
Bishop (NY) 
Bishop (UT) 
Blackburn 
Blunt 
Boehner 
Bonner 
Bono Mack 
Boozman 
Boren 
Boswell 
Boucher 
Boustany 
Boyd (FL) 
Boyda (KS) 
Brady (PA) 
Brady (TX) 
Braley (IA) 

Broun (GA) 
Brown (SC) 
Brown, Corrine 
Brown-Waite, 

Ginny 
Buchanan 
Burgess 
Burton (IN) 
Butterfield 
Buyer 
Calvert 
Camp (MI) 
Campbell (CA) 
Cannon 
Cantor 
Capito 
Capps 
Capuano 
Cardoza 
Carnahan 
Carney 
Carson 
Carter 
Castle 
Castor 
Cazayoux 
Chabot 
Chandler 
Clarke 
Clay 
Cleaver 
Clyburn 
Coble 
Cohen 
Cole (OK) 
Conaway 
Conyers 
Cooper 
Costa 
Costello 
Courtney 
Cramer 
Crowley 

Cubin 
Cuellar 
Culberson 
Cummings 
Davis (AL) 
Davis (CA) 
Davis (KY) 
Davis, David 
Davis, Lincoln 
Deal (GA) 
DeFazio 
DeGette 
Delahunt 
DeLauro 
Dent 
Dicks 
Doggett 
Donnelly 
Doolittle 
Doyle 
Drake 
Dreier 
Duncan 
Edwards 
Ehlers 
Ellison 
Ellsworth 
Emanuel 
Emerson 
English (PA) 
Eshoo 
Etheridge 
Everett 
Fallin 
Farr 
Fattah 
Feeney 
Filner 
Flake 
Forbes 
Fortenberry 
Fossella 
Foster 

Foxx 
Frank (MA) 
Franks (AZ) 
Frelinghuysen 
Gallegly 
Garrett (NJ) 
Gerlach 
Giffords 
Gingrey 
Gohmert 
Gonzalez 
Goode 
Goodlatte 
Granger 
Graves 
Green, Al 
Green, Gene 
Grijalva 
Hall (NY) 
Hall (TX) 
Hare 
Harman 
Hastings (FL) 
Hastings (WA) 
Hayes 
Heller 
Hensarling 
Herger 
Herseth Sandlin 
Higgins 
Hill 
Hinchey 
Hinojosa 
Hirono 
Hobson 
Hodes 
Hoekstra 
Holden 
Holt 
Honda 
Hooley 
Hoyer 
Hunter 
Inglis (SC) 
Inslee 
Issa 
Jackson (IL) 
Jackson-Lee 

(TX) 
Jefferson 
Johnson (GA) 
Johnson, E. B. 
Johnson, Sam 
Jones (NC) 
Jordan 
Kagen 
Kanjorski 
Kaptur 
Keller 
Kildee 
Kilpatrick 
Kind 
King (IA) 
King (NY) 
Kirk 
Klein (FL) 
Kline (MN) 
Knollenberg 
Kucinich 
Kuhl (NY) 
LaHood 
Lamborn 
Lampson 
Langevin 
Larsen (WA) 
Larson (CT) 
Latham 
LaTourette 
Latta 
Lee 
Levin 
Lewis (CA) 
Lewis (GA) 
Lewis (KY) 
Linder 
Lipinski 
LoBiondo 
Loebsack 
Lofgren, Zoe 
Lowey 
Lucas 
Lungren, Daniel 

E. 

Mack 
Mahoney (FL) 
Maloney (NY) 
Manzullo 
Marchant 
Markey 
Marshall 
Matsui 
McCarthy (CA) 
McCarthy (NY) 
McCaul (TX) 
McCollum (MN) 
McCotter 
McCrery 
McDermott 
McGovern 
McHenry 
McHugh 
McIntyre 
McKeon 
McNerney 
McNulty 
Meek (FL) 
Meeks (NY) 
Melancon 
Mica 
Michaud 
Miller (FL) 
Miller (MI) 
Miller (NC) 
Miller, Gary 
Miller, George 
Mitchell 
Mollohan 
Moore (KS) 
Moore (WI) 
Moran (KS) 
Moran (VA) 
Murphy (CT) 
Murphy, Patrick 
Murphy, Tim 
Murtha 
Musgrave 
Myrick 
Nadler 
Napolitano 
Neal (MA) 
Neugebauer 
Nunes 
Oberstar 
Obey 
Olver 
Ortiz 
Pallone 
Pascrell 
Pastor 
Payne 
Pearce 
Pence 
Perlmutter 
Peterson (MN) 
Peterson (PA) 
Petri 
Pickering 
Pitts 
Platts 
Poe 
Pomeroy 
Porter 
Price (GA) 
Price (NC) 
Radanovich 
Rahall 
Ramstad 
Rangel 
Regula 
Rehberg 
Reichert 
Renzi 
Reyes 
Reynolds 
Richardson 
Rodriguez 
Rogers (AL) 
Rogers (KY) 
Rogers (MI) 
Rohrabacher 
Ros-Lehtinen 
Roskam 
Ross 
Rothman 
Roybal-Allard 
Royce 

Ruppersberger 
Ryan (OH) 
Ryan (WI) 
Salazar 
Sali 
Sánchez, Linda 

T. 
Sanchez, Loretta 
Sarbanes 
Saxton 
Scalise 
Schakowsky 
Schiff 
Schmidt 
Schwartz 
Scott (GA) 
Scott (VA) 
Sensenbrenner 
Serrano 
Sestak 
Shadegg 
Shays 
Shea-Porter 
Sherman 
Shimkus 
Shuler 
Shuster 
Simpson 
Sires 
Skelton 
Slaughter 
Smith (NE) 
Smith (NJ) 
Smith (TX) 
Smith (WA) 
Snyder 
Solis 
Souder 
Space 
Speier 
Spratt 
Stark 
Stearns 
Stupak 
Sullivan 
Sutton 
Tancredo 
Tanner 
Tauscher 
Taylor 
Terry 
Thompson (CA) 
Thompson (MS) 
Thornberry 
Tiahrt 
Tiberi 
Tierney 
Towns 
Tsongas 
Turner 
Udall (NM) 
Upton 
Van Hollen 
Velázquez 
Visclosky 
Walberg 
Walden (OR) 
Walsh (NY) 
Walz (MN) 
Wamp 
Wasserman 

Schultz 
Waters 
Watson 
Watt 
Waxman 
Weiner 
Welch (VT) 
Weldon (FL) 
Weller 
Westmoreland 
Wexler 
Whitfield (KY) 
Wilson (OH) 
Wilson (SC) 
Wittman (VA) 
Wolf 
Woolsey 
Wu 
Wynn 
Yarmuth 
Young (AK) 
Young (FL) 

NOT VOTING—30 

Andrews 
Blumenauer 
Crenshaw 
Davis (IL) 
Davis, Tom 
Diaz-Balart, L. 
Diaz-Balart, M. 
Dingell 
Engel 
Ferguson 
Gilchrest 

Gillibrand 
Gordon 
Gutierrez 
Hulshof 
Israel 
Johnson (IL) 
Jones (OH) 
Kennedy 
Kingston 
Lynch 
Matheson 

McMorris 
Rodgers 

Paul 
Pryce (OH) 
Putnam 
Rush 
Sessions 
Udall (CO) 
Wilson (NM) 

b 1311 

So (two-thirds being in the affirma-
tive) the rules were suspended and the 
bill, as amended, was passed. 

The result of the vote was announced 
as above recorded. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

COMMUNICATION FROM THE 
CLERK OF THE HOUSE 

The SPEAKER laid before the House 
the following communication from the 
Clerk of the House of Representatives: 

OFFICE OF THE CLERK, 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 

Washington, DC, May 15, 2008. 
Hon. NANCY PELOSI, 
Speaker, House of Representatives, 
Washington, DC. 

DEAR MADAM SPEAKER: I have the honor to 
transmit herewith a facsimile copy of a let-
ter received from Ms. Linda Dixon Rigsby, 
Assistant Secretary of State for Elections, 
State of Mississippi, indicating that, accord-
ing to the unofficial returns of the Special 
Election held May 13, 2008, the Honorable 
Travis Childers was elected Representative 
to Congress for the First Congressional Dis-
trict, State of Mississippi. 

With best wishes, I am 
Sincerely, 

LORRAINE C. MILLER, 
Clerk. 

Enclosure. 

STATE OF MISSISSIPPI, 
SECRETARY OF STATE, 
Jackson, MS, May 15, 2008. 

Re unofficial results—First Congressional 
special runoff election 

LORRAINE C. MILLER, 
Clerk, House of Representatives, 
The Capitol, Washington, DC. 

DEAR MS. MILLER: Per your request, en-
closed please find a copy of unofficial results 
for the Special Runoff Election held on Tues-
day, May 13, 2008, for Representative in Con-
gress from the First Congressional District 
of Mississippi. To the best of our knowledge 
and belief at this time, there is no challenge 
or recount to this election. 

As soon as the official results are certified 
to this office by all counties involved, an of-
ficial Certificate of Election will be prepared 
for transmittal as required by law. 

If you have any questions or need addi-
tional information, please call me at (601) 
359–6340; or Phoebe Spencer, Director of Elec-
tions Administration at (601) 359–6355. Thank 
you. 

Sincerely, 
LINDA DIXON RIGSBY, 

Assistant Secretary of State for Elections. 
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