
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—SENATE, Vol. 154, Pt. 8 10409 May 22, 2008 
I ask consent to have the petition 

printed in the RECORD. 
There being no objection, the mate-

rial was ordered to be printed in the 
RECORD, as follows: 

We urge Congress to override President 
Bush’s expected veto of the 2008 Farm Bill 
which takes our country in a bold new direc-
tion. It protects the safety net for all of 
America’s food producers, increases funding 
to feed our nation’s poor, enhances support 
for important conservation initiatives, and 
helps make America more energy inde-
pendent. 

The House and the Senate passed the Farm 
Bill on May 14–15 with enough bipartisan 
support to override a possible veto by Presi-
dent Bush. 

We urge members of Congress to continue 
to vote for the interests of Americans in-
stead of caving to President Bush who is out 
of touch with the everyday needs of middle 
America. 

Please vote to override President Bush’s 
veto and enact the 2008 Farm Bill into law. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from North Dakota. 
Mr. CONRAD. Mr. President, we 

should take a moment to appreciate 
the historic nature of this vote. This is 
the first time ever a Presidential veto 
of a farm bill has been overridden. Of 
course, we all know this is far more 
than a farm bill. In fact, that is a mis-
nomer. This is a food bill, a conserva-
tion bill, an energy bill—all those 
things combined in a way that I think 
should make us all proud. It got 82 
votes for a reason. It is a good product. 
It got 316 votes on a Presidential over-
ride because it is a good product. 

I thank especially the leadership of 
the Agriculture Committee. Our chair-
man, Senator HARKIN, who is indefati-
gable, to have a vision to turn farm 
policy in a new direction, to be more 
conservation oriented—history will 
treat him very kindly. Senator 
CHAMBLISS—we call him, in our office 
‘‘Cool Hand Luke’’ because you 
couldn’t ask for a better partner 
throughout an effort than Senator 
CHAMBLISS has been to all of us. He has 
been steadfast. He has been calm, cool, 
and collected in a lot of situations that 
demanded real restraint in order to 
keep things together. I also thank him 
for the friendship we have formed 
throughout this effort. 

To the staffs—I wish to especially 
thank my staff: Jim Miller, my lead 
negotiator who has given body and soul 
to this effort. I calculate he spent more 
than 3,000 hours over the last 2 years 
on this effort; Tom Mahr, my legisla-
tive director, who has a lot of brain-
power that he brought to this effort, as 
he does to so many jobs in my office. I 
deeply appreciate all the assistance 
Tom has given me and the other mem-
bers, the other negotiators; Scott 
Stofferahn, my other negotiator, who 
helped write the disaster provisions 
that have proven to be so well done. 
John Fuher is a member of my staff 
who has taken on a lot of responsi-

bility at a young age. He has stepped 
up onto the stage. I appreciate it. Miles 
Patrie and Joe McGarvey handled key 
sections of the legislation; on Senator 
HARKIN’s staff, Mark Halverson, the 
staff director. I joked the other day he 
started to go gray in this process. You 
know, it may go further than gray with 
the little glitch that happened over on 
the House side; and Susan Keith, who is 
so determined to write good agri-
culture policy, she can be proud of 
what she has helped accomplish in this 
bill; Martha Scott Poindexter is a con-
summate professional, somebody for 
whom we developed high regard. It has 
been a delight to work with her; Mar-
tha Scott, we appreciate the good 
humor you have brought to this effort, 
as well as Vernie Hubert, a consum-
mate pro. These are talented people, 
good people. They deserve our thanks. 

I also wish to thank, if I can, the oc-
cupant of the chair, Senator NELSON of 
Nebraska. He is a critically important 
member of the Agriculture Committee 
who has provided that kind of mature 
leadership that is so often necessary in 
writing legislation of this importance. 
I thank the occupant of the chair for 
all he did to make this a reality as 
well. 

f 

MORNING BUSINESS 

Mr. CONRAD. Mr. President, I have 
been asked to make a request that we 
go into morning business, with Sen-
ators permitted to speak for up to 10 
minutes; that upon my conclusion, 
Senator DORGAN be recognized for up to 
5 minutes, Senator CASEY for up to 5 
minutes, Senator VITTER for 15 min-
utes, followed by Senator STEVENS for 
15 minutes. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The Senator from North Dakota. 

f 

UNANIMOUS-CONSENT REQUEST— 
H.R. 980 

Mr. DORGAN. Mr. President, on be-
half of the leader, I ask unanimous 
consent—and I ask it not be taken out 
of my time—that H.R. 980 remain the 
pending business. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there 
objection? 

Mr. VITTER. Yes, Mr. President, on 
behalf of Senator ENZI, the ranking 
member of the committee of jurisdic-
tion, I object. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Objec-
tion is heard. 

The Senator from North Dakota is 
recognized. 

f 

THE FARM BILL 

Mr. DORGAN. Mr. President, I want 
to start by acknowledging the tremen-
dous work of Senators CONRAD, HARKIN, 
and CHAMBLISS. This farm bill has 

taken countless hours of patience and 
perseverance. Thank goodness they 
have all that in abundance, along with 
great skill, wisdom and vision 

I especially want to recognize Sen-
ator CONRAD’s work here in the Senate 
and Congressman POMEROY’s work in 
the House. We wouldn’t be where we 
are today without their efforts and I 
wanted to publicly thank them. 

Mr. President, the Congress has made 
a major decision today. That decision 
is to say to this President: It is time to 
start taking care of things here at 
home. It is a pretty substantial mes-
sage—notwithstanding the objections 
of the President, this Congress said we 
need to stand for family farmers and 
have voted overwhelmingly to decide 
that we will override the President’s 
veto and voted overwhelmingly to de-
cide that we will override the Presi-
dent’s veto. Sometimes there is not 
much distance between the right track 
and the wrong track. But with respect 
to the farm bill, the distance here be-
tween the right track and the wrong 
track, between the President and the 
Congress, is a country mile. It sur-
prises me, in fact. 

This Congress has said: Let’s start 
taking care of things here at home for 
a change. Now, family farmers have al-
ways been the bedrock of this coun-
try’s family values. They, in many 
cases, work alone. They raise a family 
out under yard lights, out in the coun-
try. They take big risks every year. 
They live on hope. They do not come to 
work in blue suit. They put on work 
shoes and work clothes and work hard, 
and all they ask for is a decent return 
on their investment, despite the sub-
stantial risks they take. Because of 
that this Congress, for a long period of 
time, over many decades, has decided 
to create a safety net so that when 
family farmers run into a patch of 
trouble, this Congress and this country 
say: You are not alone. We want to 
help you through these price valleys 
and through these tough times. 

So that safety net was significantly 
what we voted on today. The President 
began last year threatening to veto a 
farm bill, and consistently threatened 
that veto, and finally decided to exer-
cise that veto, and the Congress said: 
You are wrong, Mr. President. 

The President came to my State of 
North Dakota. He said to farmers: 
When you need me, I will be there. But 
when farmers needed him, he was not 
there. That is a matter of fact. This 
Congress has used awfully good judg-
ment in overriding the President’s 
veto. 

About a year ago, a little over a year 
ago, I introduced an agriculture dis-
aster bill here in the Congress. For 3 
years in a row I have added an agri-
culture disaster piece to the supple-
mental appropriations bill because we 
did not have a disaster title in the farm 
bill. For 3 years as an appropriator I 
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