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the red carpet for our citizens first, in-
stead of adopting programs like this. 

Mr. ISRAEL. Mr. Chairman, I would 
just point out to my good friend from 
Virginia that these translators did risk 
their lives to help our troops in Iraq. If 
they stayed in Iraq, they would in all 
likelihood be killed. The reason they 
come here is to escape assassination. 

With that, I yield such time as he 
may consume to the gentleman from 
Missouri (Mr. SKELTON), the distin-
guished chairman of the committee. 

Mr. SKELTON. Mr. Chairman, I go 
back to the basics, and that is, read the 
amendment before you. This amend-
ment asks that the Secretaries jointly 
establish and operate a temporary pro-
gram to offer employment as trans-
lators, interpreters, et cetera. This is 
not a mandate in the words at all that 
are before us. Under this amendment, 
these Iraqis must have assisted our 
country in Iraq for at least a year and 
be here in the United States legally. 

As a practical matter, these are the 
Iraqis who have been brought to our 
country under the legislation offered 
by my good friend DUNCAN HUNTER that 
was included in the National Defense 
Authorization Act of 2 years ago, 
which is good language. We are also 
not talking about a large number of 
people. We are talking about 760 people 
who have been brought to the United 
States. 

I think we can do something for 
them. I think a careful reading of the 
amendment will solve a lot of discus-
sion today. Mr. ISRAEL is right. 

Mr. HUNTER. Mr. Chairman, I appre-
ciate the remarks of both Mr. ISRAEL 
and the ranking member. I am just 
looking at the language, and it says 
‘‘shall offer employment.’’ So it clearly 
says, if I was going to read that as an 
agency head, I would say that means I 
must hire these folks. 

Again, this committee worked to 
make sure that they got over here, 
that they were protected and that their 
families were protected, and I am glad 
we did that. I will offer my small of-
fices. We have had jobs fairs at Be-
thesda and Walter Reed for our return-
ing wounded warriors where we bring 
people from industry and we bring peo-
ple from the agencies and we try to get 
them together with our wounded vets 
who are returning and help them to 
match up and get jobs. I would be 
happy to do the same thing with re-
spect to these interpreters. And, in-
deed, interpreters have special skills. 
This should be something that can be 
done. 

The only thing I would object to is 
the mandated job. We don’t offer that 
to our veterans. I just think that is a 
step a little bit too far. But I would be 
happy to work with the gentleman in 
terms of helping them to access jobs. 

The Acting CHAIRMAN. The ques-
tion is on the amendment offered by 
the gentleman from New York (Mr. 
ISRAEL). 

The amendment was agreed to. 
The Acting CHAIRMAN. The Com-

mittee will rise informally. 
The Speaker pro tempore (Mr. 

BRALEY of Iowa) assumed the chair. 
f 

MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE 

A message from the Senate by Ms. 
Curtis, one of its clerks, announced 
that the Senate having proceeded to re-
consider the bill (H.R. 2419), ‘‘An Act to 
provide for the continuation of agricul-
tural programs through fiscal year 
2012, and for other purposes’’, returned 
by the President of the United States 
with his objections, to the House, in 
which it originated, and passed by the 
House on reconsideration of the same, 
it was 

Resolved, That the said bill pass, two- 
thirds of the Senators present having 
voted in the affirmative. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Committee will resume its sitting. 

f 

DUNCAN HUNTER NATIONAL DE-
FENSE AUTHORIZATION ACT FOR 
FISCAL YEAR 2009 

The Committee resumed its sitting. 
AMENDMENT NO. 53 OFFERED BY MR. BRALEY OF 

IOWA 
The Acting CHAIRMAN. It is now in 

order to consider amendment No. 53 
printed in House Report 110–666. 

Mr. BRALEY of Iowa. I offer an 
amendment. 

The Acting CHAIRMAN. The Clerk 
will designate the amendment. 

The text of the amendment is as fol-
lows: 

Amendment No. 53 offered by Mr. BRALEY 
of Iowa: 

At the end of subtitle B of title XII, insert 
the following new section: 
SEC. 12ll. REPORT ON LONG-TERM COSTS OF 

OPERATION IRAQI FREEDOM AND 
OPERATION ENDURING FREEDOM. 

(a) FINDINGS.—Congress finds the fol-
lowing: 

(1) The United States has been engaged in 
military operations in Afghanistan since Oc-
tober 2001 and in military operations in Iraq 
since March 2003. 

(2) According to the Congressional Re-
search Service, to date, Congress has appro-
priated $700,000,000,000 from fiscal year 2001 
through fiscal year 2008 for the Department 
of Defense, the State Department, and for 
medical costs paid by the Department of 
Veterans Affairs. This amount includes 
$526,000,000,000 for Iraq and $140,000,000,000 for 
Afghanistan and other counterterror oper-
ations. Among other expenditures, this 
amount includes funding for combat oper-
ations; deploying, transporting, feeding, and 
housing troops; deployment of National 
Guard and Reserve troops; the equipping and 
training of Iraqi and Afghani forces; pur-
chasing, upgrading, and repairing weapons, 
munitions and other equipment; supple-
mental combat pay and benefits; providing 
medical care to troops on active duty and re-
turning veterans; reconstruction and foreign 
aid; and payments to other countries for 
logistical assistance. 

(3) Over 90 percent of Department of De-
fense funds for operations in Iraq and Af-

ghanistan have been provided as emergency 
funds in supplemental or additional appro-
priations. 

(4) The Congressional Budget Office and 
the Congressional Research Service have 
stated that future war costs are difficult to 
estimate because the Department of Defense 
has provided little detailed information on 
costs incurred to date, does not report out-
lays or actual expenditures for war because 
war and baseline funds are mixed in the same 
accounts, and does not provide information 
on many key factors which determine costs, 
including personnel levels or the pace of op-
erations. 

(5) To date, the administration has not 
provided any long-term estimates of war 
costs, despite a statutory reporting require-
ment that the President submit a cost esti-
mate for fiscal year 2006 through fiscal year 
2011 that was enacted in 2004. 

(6) Operating costs in Iraq and Afghanistan 
have been increasing steadily since 2003, and 
war costs in Iraq have sharply increased 
from $50,000,000,000 in 2003 to approximately 
$134,000,000,000 for fiscal year 2007, to the 
$154,000,000,000 request for fiscal year 2008. 

(7) The Iraq Study Group Report states 
that, ‘‘the United States has made a massive 
commitment to the future of Iraq in both 
blood and treasure,’’ warns that ‘‘the United 
States must expect significant ‘tail costs’ to 
come’’, and predicts that ‘‘Caring for vet-
erans and replacing lost equipment will run 
into the hundreds of billions of dollars. Esti-
mates run as high as $2 trillion for the final 
cost of the U.S. involvement in Iraq’’. 

(8) The Iraq Study Group Report also finds 
that ‘‘This level of expense is not sustainable 
over an extended period . . .’’. 

(9) The use of government contractors and 
private military firms has reached unprece-
dented levels, with over 100,000 contractors 
operating in Iraq. 

(10) Over 1,600,000 American troops have 
served in Afghanistan and Iraq since the be-
ginning of the conflicts. 

(11) Over 4,050 United States troops and De-
partment of Defense civilian personnel have 
been killed in Operation Iraqi Freedom, and 
over 490 United States troops and Depart-
ment of Defense civilian personnel have been 
killed in Operation Enduring Freedom. 

(12) National Guard and Reserve troops are 
being deployed in support of these conflicts 
at unprecedented levels. 

(13) Many troops are serving multiple de-
ployments, and one-third of those serving in 
the Iraq war have been deployed two or more 
times. 

(14) Over 1,100 service members have suf-
fered amputations as a result of their service 
in Afghanistan and Iraq. 

(15) More than 100,000 Iraq and Afghanistan 
veterans have been treated for mental health 
conditions. 

(16) 52,000 Iraq and Afghanistan veterans 
have been diagnosed with Post-Traumatic 
Stress Disorder. 

(17) Nearly 37 percent of soldiers returning 
from Iraq and Afghanistan have sought 
treatment at Department of Veterans Affairs 
hospitals and clinics. 

(18) Many troops have suffered multiple in-
juries, with veterans claiming an average of 
five separate conditions. 

(19) The Independent Review Group on Re-
habilitative Care and Administrative Proc-
esses at Walter Reed Army Medical Center 
and National Naval Medical Center identi-
fied Traumatic Brain Injury, Post-Traumatic 
Stress Disorder, increased survival of severe 
burns, and traumatic amputations as the 
four signature wounds of the current con-
flicts, and found that the ‘‘numbers of 
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