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where the robbery was unfolding. As he ar-
rived in the pharmacy, Officer Miller saw a vic-
tim who was bleeding from his head. Knowing 
the severity of the situation, he quickly found 
the suspect who was holding a large knife to 
a woman’s throat. 

Having already seen a previous victim, Offi-
cer Miller knew that this woman’s life was in 
imminent danger. He carefully maneuvered 
himself into the tight quarters of the pharmacy, 
within a few feet of the suspect. At this time, 
the suspect was using the woman as a shield, 
and did not respond when Officer Miller com-
manded that he drop the knife. Carefully wait-
ing until the suspect moved his head slightly, 
which provided a clear sight, Officer Miller 
then fired a single round at the suspect who 
fell to the ground. He then provided immediate 
medical attention until medics arrived on the 
scene. 

Officer Miller’s sound judgment and quick 
actions helped bring an end to an extremely 
dangerous situation and likely saved the life of 
an innocent woman. As a 4-year veteran of 
the Sacramento Police Department, Officer 
Miller leveraged his previous experience and 
training to resolve the situation, and as a re-
sult of his actions lives were saved and further 
injuries averted. 

Madam Speaker, I am honored to recognize 
Sacramento Police Officer Darin Miller who is 
most deserving of the Silver Medal of Valor 
Award. His swift actions embody the courage 
and bravery we entrust in our law enforce-
ment. On behalf of the people of Sacramento 
and the Fifth Congressional District of Cali-
fornia, I ask all my colleagues to join me in ac-
knowledging the lifesaving efforts of Sac-
ramento Police Officer Darin Miller. 
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CONGRATULATING GIRL SCOUTS 
OF VERNON AND ROCKVILLE, 
CONNECTICUT 

HON. JOE COURTNEY 
OF CONNECTICUT 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 21, 2008 

Mr. COURTNEY. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to congratulate the Girl Scouts of the 
towns of Vernon and Rockville, Connecticut. 
After years of hard work and dedication, 
young leaders from Troop 10141 and Troop 
10735 have achieved the honor of the Bronze 
and Silver Girl Scout Awards. These young 
women have not only identified and inves-
tigated issues in their own communities, but 
they have taken the time to create, develop, 
and implement projects that address these 
areas of concern. These young women have 
selflessly given their time, knowledge and re-
sources to their communities, and their work is 
truly deserving of this wonderful recognition. 

These young women are truly the emerging 
community leaders of tomorrow. Andrea 
Notman, a Bronze Award recipient, orches-
trated a winter clothing drive, while another re-
cipient of the Bronze Award, Larissa Flynn, 
distributed paper grocery bags that were deco-
rated in honor of Earth Day. Amy Eitelman 
and Jackie Ose, both Bronze Award recipi-
ents, collected recyclable materials and used 
the proceeds to purchase a willow tree to be 

planted in their community. Kathleen Hills, a 
Silver Award recipient, organized and ran a 
town wide Girl Scout fair while Emily Piro, an-
other Silver Award recipient, helped to orga-
nize and manage a camping weekend for local 
Brownie Girl Scouts. 

Jillian Eitelman, another Silver Award recipi-
ent, created the ‘‘Green Angel Fund’’ in mem-
ory of Diane Lloyd, a former troop leader. The 
fund offers support to leaders who wish to fur-
ther their scouting knowledge. An additional 
Silver Award winner, Sarah Nolan, created a 
presentation about the history of Girl Scouting 
and delivered the presentation at several area 
meetings. Amiee Roberge, another Silver 
Award recipient, created care boxes of 
toiletries and toys and donated them to the 
residents at a local battered women and chil-
dren’s center. Alexandrea Banks, another Sil-
ver Award winner, helped to transform an old 
music room into a computer lab at the Saint 
Bernard School in Connecticut. Alexandrea 
also coordinated the creation of a preschool 
from a former house at this same school. 

Cheyenne Sweeney, Shannon Lipe, Mary 
Leigh Enders, and Elizabeth Courtney, recipi-
ents of the Silver Award, researched, created, 
and distributed 1,200 brochures regarding 
breast cancer awareness. They also made 
and distributed 1,200 key rings with informa-
tional cards describing the sizes of tumors. 
Each of these diverse projects helped to ad-
dress a specific need that these young women 
discovered within their own communities. 
These awards are a tribute to their hard work 
and perseverance, and I am honored to recog-
nize them today. 

The Girl Scouts and leaders of Troops 
10141 and 10735 deserve the highest acco-
lades for all of their enthusiasm and commit-
ment to enriching the lives of those in their 
surrounding communities. Their display of so-
cial consciousness, personal conviction, and 
strong leadership is a tribute to the Girl Scout 
mission and the ideals that the organization 
encourages and promotes. It is a privilege to 
stand here today and applaud all of their hard 
work. I ask all my colleagues to join with me 
and the people of Connecticut in congratu-
lating them for this honor. 
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RECOGNIZING MR. JOSEPH E. 
HICSWA 

HON. BILL PASCRELL, JR. 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, May 21, 2008 

Mr. PASCRELL. Madam Speaker, I would 
like to call to your attention the work of a man 
I am proud to represent in Congress, Mr. Jo-
seph E. Hicswa. Mr. Hicswa is being recog-
nized, with pride and gratitude, on Monday, on 
May 19, 2008, by the Passaic City Democratic 
Club for his exemplary work as a member of 
the Passaic City Democratic Club and County 
Committee. 

It is only fitting that he be honored in this, 
the permanent record of the greatest freely 
erected body on earth, for he has a long his-
tory of untiring effort in support of bettering his 
community through the Club and Committee. 

Joseph has always been a proud American, 
willing to do whatever was needed to defend 

and protect the freedoms and liberties that 
make this country so grand. He answered the 
call to serve our nation during World War II 
and did so nobly. 

Joseph is a lifelong Democrat, who was in-
troduced to the ideals of the party by his par-
ents. As his mother and father taught him, the 
guiding principle of the Democratic Party is to 
help others who have less than you do, and 
to improve the quality of life for all Americans. 
He was drawn to support the party of his par-
ents because of what it strove to accomplish. 

It was Joseph’s deep respect for the impor-
tance of civic involvement that led him to 
serve in an official capacity. When he went 
into the voting booth for the June 1988 pri-
mary election, he noticed that there was a 
blank space on the ballot. No one was running 
for the position of Male Democratic Com-
mitteeman in his district. He was disturbed by 
the fact that there was a job to be done for the 
party he believed in that was to go unfilled. He 
wrote his name in, won the election with that 
one vote, and has held the seat ever since, 
even winning against opponents in some of 
the races. 

Once he became part of the Passaic Demo-
cratic Organization, as well as the Passaic 
City Democratic Club, his hard work and dedi-
cation led him to be appointed and elected to 
various leadership positions. He served a 
number of terms as the Sergeant-at-Arms. He 
has served as the Publicity Chairman and Pro-
gram Coordinator since 1991. He served as 
Corresponding Secretary of the Club from 
1997 to 2001, and as the Treasurer of the 
Passaic City Democratic Committee from 1992 
to 1994. He has served as a member of the 
Board of Trustees of the Club since 2002. 

Joseph is also an accomplished letter writer. 
He makes sure that his voice and the voices 
of Passaic’s Democrats are heard. He writes 
regularly to local, state and federal officials 
throughout the area as well as newspapers. 
He also expands his communications outside 
the area, to world leaders like the Secretary 
General of the United Nations, Ambassadors, 
and foreign heads of state. 

The job of a United States Congressman in-
volves much that is rewarding, yet nothing 
compares to learning about and recognizing 
the efforts of individuals like Joseph E. 
Hicswa. 

Madam Speaker, I ask that you join our col-
leagues, everyone associated with the Passaic 
City Democratic Club, all those whose lives 
have been touched by his work and his friend-
ship, and me in recognizing the outstanding 
and invaluable achievements of Mr. Joseph E. 
Hicswa. 
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HONORING JOHN B. CHEEK OF 
HOMOSASSA, FLORIDA 

HON. GINNY BROWN-WAITE 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 21, 2008 

Ms. GINNY BROWN-WAITE of Florida. 
Madam Speaker, I rise today to honor a sol-
dier who fought bravely in one of the deadliest 
and decisive battles of the bulge. John B. 
Cheek, a resident of my district for the past 
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