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that same year he was commissioned as an 
officer. Pete was no ordinary leader. He used 
his warm personality and keen sense of 
humor to inspire others. He received numer-
ous awards, ribbons and medals, including the 
Bronze Star, Purple Heart and Combat Action 
Badge. 

Pete’s parents have shared with my office 
correspondence which speaks volumes about 
the character of this fallen soldier. Last year 
he wrote to his mother, ‘‘Dad taught me how 
to reason, think logically and gave me a thirst 
for knowledge. You (Mom) gave me a fiery 
passion, a competitive streak, and most impor-
tantly, you taught me the importance of know-
ing the Lord.’’ 

An excerpt from Pete’s emails to his 
fiancee, Melissa Haddad, includes the fol-
lowing: ‘‘I know that regardless of the cir-
cumstances, God is putting me EXACTLY 
where he wants me for the time being. I know 
that that is hard to swallow, but it is the truth 
. . . I will do my best and work to glorify God 
in all that I do. So long as I do that, I have ac-
complished the real mission that has been set 
out for me.’’ 

Pete answered the call to duty, accom-
plished his missions to the best of his ability, 
and has now been called home to the Lord. 
He leaves behind his fiancee, Melissa 
Haddad; his mother Jackie Merck; father Alan 
and stepmother Laura Burks; sisters Ali, Sarah 
and Georgia Burks; brother Zac Burks; grand-
mother Irene Merck; grandfather Haskell 
Burks; other family members and a multitude 
of friends both within and outside the service. 

Madam Speaker, Second Lieutenant Peter 
Burks was a true American hero. As we honor 
all of America’s fallen soldiers on this coming 
Memorial Day, let us pay tribute to this fine 
soldier and offer our deepest condolences to 
his family and friends. May God bless all 
those who serve in our Armed Forces and 
who defend our Nation around the globe, and 
may the memory of Peter Burks live forever in 
the hearts of all those who knew him and 
loved him. 
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IN HONOR OF AMIT ZUTSHI 

HON. FRANK PALLONE, JR. 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, May 21, 2008 

Mr. PALLONE. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to honor the life of Amit Zutshi, who passed 
away on March 19, 2008 at the age of thirty. 
This young man enriched the many lives he 
touched. 

Mr. Zutshi thrived as a student at the Mis-
sion San Jose High School in Fremont, Cali-
fornia. After receiving degrees in Information 
Technology and Business, he earned an MBA 
from University of Phoenix. 

Mr. Zutshi worked for Microsoft and later 
worked with an e Commerce company in 
Santa Clara, California. He embodied the best 
of his generation. He felt it essential to help 
others. To honor Mr. Zutshi’s legacy, his fam-
ily is starting the Amit Zutshi Foundation to 
provide opportunities for disadvantaged chil-
dren. 

Madam Speaker, I sincerely hope that my 
colleagues will join me in celebrating the life of 
Amit Zutshi. 

OPERATION EDUCATION 

HON. BILL SALI 
OF IDAHO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 21, 2008 

Mr. SALI. Madam Speaker, over 1,668,000 
soldiers have been deployed in the service of 
our Nation in Afghanistan and Iraq since Sep-
tember 11. These veterans sacrificed every 
day for the well-being of our Nation. Whether 
they have seen active combat or not, all vet-
erans share a common readiness to commit 
their all to the defense of the land they love. 
Their willingness to freely sacrifice their lives 
epitomizes what makes our country great. As 
a nation, we will always owe them a great 
debt. 

Several months ago I attended a funeral at 
Arlington Cemetery. That day a 19-year-old 
soldier from Pennsylvania was laid to rest. He 
was in a Bradley fighting vehicle in Iraq when 
an insurgent threw a grenade down the turret. 

It was reported that this soldier had time to 
get out of the vehicle before the grenade went 
off, and that is what he had been trained to 
do. Instead, he wrapped his body around the 
grenade as it went off, saving the lives of 
three other crew members. 

In the Book of John 15:13 Jesus taught, 
‘‘Greater love has no one than this, that one 
lay down his life for his friends.’’ The young 
man laid to rest at Arlington that day lived an 
example of the love of Christ. He and count-
less other who had lived stories of bravery 
and heroism deserve our highest honor and 
praise. But so do all of our veterans. 

That is why I was happy to recently see 
some developments back in my home State of 
Idaho that will greatly benefit the wounded 
warriors in my district. Through the hard work 
of many, including Karen White, the University 
of Idaho, located in Moscow, Idaho, recently 
launched a program known as Operation Edu-
cation. The purpose of this program is to help 
veterans ‘‘severely and permanently wounded’’ 
as a result of their service to our Nation since 
September 11. Through the Operation Edu-
cation Scholarship, the University of Idaho is 
able to offer financial support in areas from 
tuition and books to transportation and child 
care. They also offer internships and assist in 
job placement. 

Education is one of the greatest commod-
ities we can offer our Nation’s veterans. The 
skills they have learned in the Armed Forces 
inevitably benefit them as they go on to future 
learning and higher education. Operation Edu-
cation and other programs like it offer veterans 
the opportunity to continue pursuing their 
dreams and benefiting themselves, their fami-
lies, and our Nation. 

Not only is Operation Education open to dis-
abled veterans, it is also available for the 
spouses of those veterans. Spouses of our 
soldiers are sometimes overlooked when we 
talk about the sacrifices that are made for our 
Nation. Those who stay at home while their 
spouses serve in faraway lands can some-
times do no more than pray and hope, trusting 
the fate of their loved ones to a higher power. 

I am familiar with the experience of a young 
couple split up less than five months after 
being married when this young man was 

called to go to Iraq to train canines for the 
next nine months. Not only is that young Ma-
rine separated from his brand new bride, he 
will miss the birth of their baby in six months. 
He and his wife moved just weeks before he 
was called to Iraq, and she is left at home in 
a new area faced with the prospect of deliv-
ering her first child on her own. Neither this 
proud soldier nor his brave wife are unique in 
their situation, and other young military fami-
lies have faced more dire circumstances. 
However, their situation epitomizes the sac-
rifices that our military families make—both 
those who serve in uniform abroad and those 
who serve less visibly in the home. 

I honor those whose service in defending 
our Nation has required their lives. I have 
learned that it is the calling of some in our Na-
tion’s military to not come home. However, for 
those who do come home, the least we can 
do to show our respect for their service is to 
provide them with the opportunities they de-
serve. I commend the University of Idaho for 
making this program available, and I look for-
ward to future developments that will bless the 
lives of our Nation’s veterans. 
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EARMARK DECLARATION 

HON. JOHN M. McHUGH 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 21, 2008 

Mr. MCHUGH. Madam Speaker, I submit the 
following: 

Requesting Member: Congressman JOHN M. 
MCHUGH. 

Bill Number: H.R. 5658. 
Account: Military Construction, Army. 
Legal Name of Requesting Entity: Con-

gressman JOHN M. MCHUGH. 
Address of Requesting Entity: 2366 Rayburn 

House Office Building, Washington, DC 
20515. 

Provide an earmark of $7.211 million for 
Project Number 57711 to construct a fire sta-
tion at Fort Drum, New York. The entity to re-
ceive funding for this project is Fort Drum, lo-
cated in Watertown, New York 13601. The 
funding will be used for military construction to 
help meet installation health and safety re-
quirements. 

Requesting Member: Congressman JOHN M. 
MCHUGH. 

Bill Number: H.R. 5658. 
Account: O&M, Defense-wide. 
Legal Name of Requesting Entity: Fort Drum 

Regional Health Planning Organization. 
Address of Requesting Entity: 120 Wash-

ington Street, Suite 302, Watertown, New York 
13601. 

Provide an earmark of $800K for the Fort 
Drum Regional Health Planning Organization 
(FDRHPO). The funding will enable the orga-
nization, as part of the pilot program reauthor-
ized and expanded in P.L. 110–181, to hire 
the necessary staff and conduct the required 
assessments. 

Requesting Member: Congressman JOHN M. 
MCHUGH. 

Bill Number: H.R. 5658. 
Account: RDT&E, Navy. 
Legal Name of Requesting Entity: Trudeau 

Institute. 
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Address of Requesting Entity: 154 

Algonquin Ave., Saranac Lake, New York 
12983. 

Provide an earmark of $2 million for U.S. 
Navy Pandemic Influenza Vaccine Program. 
The funding will support the acceleration of 
studies of pandemic influenza vaccine re-
search by developing and incorporating the 
use of bioinformatics (the use of techniques 
including mathematics, informatics, statistics) 
to solve biological problems associated with 
pandemic influenza vaccine and related 
issues. 

Requesting Member: Congressman JOHN M. 
MCHUGH. 

Bill Number: H.R. 5658. 
Account: RDT&E, Army. 
Legal Name of Requesting Entity: Clarkson 

University. 
Address of Requesting Entity: 8 Clarkson 

Avenue, Potsdam, New York 13699. 
Provide an earmark of $2 million for nano-

structured materials for Photovoltaic Applica-
tions. On a digital battlefield, scientific and 
technological superiority in land warfighting ca-
pability places a high premium on reliable and 
mobile communications systems. Lead acid 
batteries and diesel generators must yield 
photovoltaic (PV or solar cells) systems. Com-
mercial and military efforts to achieve orders 
of magnitude increases in photovoltaic (PV or 
solar cells) device efficiency and decreases in 
cost have not been successful to date. This 
research project will develop novel PV tech-
nology (such as antireflective, antiflouling and 
self-cleaning coatings for the solar cell appli-
cations) that will increase efficiency and reli-
ability. 

Requesting Member: Congressman JOHN M. 
MCHUGH. 

Bill Number: H.R. 5658. 
Account: RDT&E, Army. 
Legal Name of Requesting Entity: State Uni-

versity of New York at Plattsburgh. 
Address of Requesting Entity: 101 Broad 

Street, Kehoe 815, Plattsburgh, New York 
12901. 

Provide an earmark of $1.6 million to study 
the use of drugs to reduce hearing loss fol-
lowing acute acoustic trauma. The project will 
study the viability of using pharmacologic 
agents to reduce the effects on hearing of an 
acute acoustic trauma such as that produced 
by blast exposure. SUNY Plattsburgh’s Audi-
tory Research Laboratory is one of the few 
laboratories in the U.S. dedicated to this type 
of research. Acute blast exposure is a serious 
problem in current military operations, result-
ing in disability status for a large number of 
personnel. This project will provide an objec-
tive look at drugs that may reduce hearing 
loss. 

Requesting Member: Congressman JOHN M. 
MCHUGH. 

Bill Number: H.R. 5658. 
Account: RDT&E, Army, Medical Advanced 

Technology. 
Legal Name of Requesting Entity: 

WelchAllyn. 
Address of Requesting Entity: 4341 State 

Street Road, Skaneateles Falls, New York 
13152. 

Provide an earmark of $2.5 million for the 
Personal Status Montor (Nightengale). The 
funding will enable WelchAllyn to further de-

velop its smart sensing technologies which 
provide on-body sensing of physiologic param-
eters that can be relayed to a remote server 
by means of a series of wireless relay devices 
for notification in the case of critical or life 
threatening event. The research and develop-
ment will provide DOD with mobile, wireless 
monitoring of patients and other personnel 
who would benefit from being monitored 
where traditional monitoring has not typically 
been used given high cost and weight of de-
vices. 

Requesting Member: Congressman JOHN M. 
MCHUGH. 

Bill Number: H.R. 5658. 
Account: RDT&E, Army. 
Legal Name of Requesting Entity: Syracuse 

Research Corporation. 
Address of Requesting Entity: 7502 Round 

Pond Road, North Syracuse, New York 13212. 
Provide an earmark of $4 million for the Fo-

liage Penetrating, Reconnaissance, Surveil-
lance, Tracking and Engagement Radar (FOR-
ESTER). FORESTER is an airborne sensor 
system that provides standoff and persistent 
wide-area surveillance of dismounted troops 
and vehicles moving through foliage. Designed 
and developed to fly on the A160 Humming-
bird unmanned helicopter, FORESTER is a 
one-of-a-kind technology providing the 
warfighter with all-weather, day-night target 
detection and tracking capability in real-time. 
The request will provide the funding necessary 
to transition FORESTER to the user commu-
nity and apply the technology to additional 
platforms. 

Requesting Member: Congressman JOHN M. 
MCHUGH. 

Bill Number: H.R. 5658. 
Account: RDT&E, Army. 
Legal Name of Requesting Entity: Magna 

Powertrain, USA, Inc. 
Address of Requesting Entity: 6600 New 

Venture Gear Drive, E. Syracuse, New York 
13057. 

Provide an earmark of $1.4 million for 
Torque-Vectoring Rollover Prevention Tech-
nology. With the use of commercially available 
vehicle simulation software, it has been dem-
onstrated that torque vectoring technology ap-
plied to a Military HMMWV rear axle can result 
in preventing vehicle rollover incidents. This 
research and development project will dem-
onstrate that commercially available torque- 
vectoring technology can contribute to safety, 
stability, and improved handling of the Army’s 
Lightweight Tactical Vehicle Fleet. 
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CONGRATULATING THE PASCO 
COUNTY LIBRARIES FOR OUT-
STANDING ACHIEVEMENTS 

HON. GINNY BROWN-WAITE 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 21, 2008 

Ms. GINNY BROWN-WAITE of Florida. 
Madam Speaker. I rise to congratulate the 
Pasco County Library System for being award-
ed the 2008 Library of the Year by the Florida 
Library Association. I would also like to recog-
nize the Pasco County Library Cooperative for 
being one of a select number of library sys-

tems across the country to receive the We the 
People ‘‘Created Equal’’ Bookshelf from the 
National Endowment of the Humanities. 

As a former college teacher, I know that 
there is no greater gift you can give than the 
ability to read and learn. It is exciting to see 
that libraries in Pasco County will receive this 
selection of ‘‘Created Equals’’ themed classic 
books and that the Pasco County System has 
been named the best library in Florida. Rec-
ognition by your industry group is quite an ac-
complishment and something that every em-
ployee in the system should be proud to have 
earned this year. 

With the grant of books from the National 
Endowment of the Humanities, Pasco County 
children and adults of all ages can now have 
their eyes opened to the limitless ideas and 
dreams that can be found through reading and 
lifelong learning. Studies have consistently 
shown that children exposed to reading at an 
early age will perform better in school and 
throughout life. 

Madam Speaker. It is truly an honor to have 
such outstanding libraries and library adminis-
trators in my district. The Pasco County Li-
brary System and the Pasco County Library 
Cooperative are to be commended for their 
commitment to learning and reading, and con-
gratulated for the honors they have received. 

f 

HONORING DR. JAMES THOMSON 

HON. TAMMY BALDWIN 
OF WISCONSIN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 21, 2008 

Ms. BALDWIN. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to honor Dr. James Thomson, a pro-
fessor of anatomy in the University of Wiscon-
sin’s School of Medicine and Public Health, for 
the most recent accomplishments in his ex-
traordinary scientific career. 

Dr. Thomson is a world-renowned develop-
mental biologist whose discoveries, in the 
words of Time Magazine, ‘‘have a potential 
that could be unlimited.’’ Time recently named 
Dr. Thomson to its Top 100 list of the ‘‘World’s 
Most Influential People.’’ The honor is well de-
served. A decade ago Dr. Thomson became 
the first person to isolate human embryonic 
stem cells and maintain them indefinitely in 
culture. As recognition for his discovery, he 
appeared on the cover of Time on August 20, 
2001. Last year, in another breakthrough, Dr. 
Thomson developed a method for converting 
human skin cells to stem cells that appear to 
share similar properties to embryonic stem 
cells. At the same time, a professor at Japan’s 
Kyoto University independently shared in the 
breakthrough. Over the past decade, Dr. 
Thomson’s work has opened new horizons in 
medicine and sparked new hopes for curing a 
vast spectrum of diseases. 

Dr. Thomson’s colleagues honored him last 
month by electing him a Fellow of the National 
Academy of Sciences—one of America’s most 
prestigious associations—which was founded 
in 1863 and charged by Abraham Lincoln with 
advising the country on scientific and techno-
logical issues. In this capacity he will continue 
to serve not only the scientific community, but 
the country as well. 
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