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materials. This request is consistent with the 
intended and authorized purpose of the Re-
search, Development, Test & Evaluation, Air 
Force—Materials Account. Since 2006, Cytec 
Carbon Fibers has invested $7 million to up-
grade its R&D facilities and pilot plan capabili-
ties. 
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HONORING STEVE L. BUTTS OF 
HERNANDO, FLORIDA 

HON. GINNY BROWN-WAITE 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 21, 2008 

Ms. GINNY BROWN-WAITE of Florida. 
Madam Speaker, I rise to honor Steve L. 
Butts, a veteran from Hernando, Florida who 
has recently been recognized with the Saint 
Martin Award, a tribute given under the au-
thority of the U.S. Army Quartermaster Gen-
eral. 

At the age of 17, Mr. Butts enlisted in the 
Army, and was sent to Quartermaster School 
in Ft. Lee, Virginia, eventually rising to the 
rank of sergeant. Assigned to the 1st LOG 
Command in Vietnam during 1969, Sgt Butts 
then served with the 2nd LOG Command in 
Okinawa in 1970. Prior to his retirement in 
1989, Butts was appointed to warrant officer 
and was commissioned at West Point Acad-
emy. In addition to his service in Panama, 
Germany, Italy, France, England, Ireland, Tur-
key, Afghanistan, Korea, Japan, Spain, Neth-
erlands and Greenland, Mr. Butts was sent to 
Lockerbie, Scotland as part of the team inves-
tigating the wreckage of Pan Am Flight 103, 
for which he was awarded the Meritorious 
Service Medal 5th OLC. 

For his two decades of service to the Army 
Quartermasters, Mr. Butts was recently hon-
ored with the Saint Martin Award for distin-
guished service to the military. Martin was a 
Roman soldier who served during the time of 
Emperor Constantine and who during a cam-
paign in Gaul kindly gave half of his warm 
cloak to a beggar who had been ignored by 
the rest of his troops. That evening Martin was 
visited by the Lord, who praised him for his 
kindness toward the poor beggar. Today, 
Saint Martin serves as the patron saint of the 
Quartermaster Regiment and lends his name 
to the award recently bestowed upon Steve 
Butts for his lifetime of service to the Army 
Quartermasters. The award recognized not 
just his years of military service, but also his 
continued commitment to the men and women 
who serve today in the Army Quartermaster 
units throughout the world. 

Madam Speaker, it is veterans like Steve 
Butts who have served our Nation with honor 
and distinction and who deserve our praise 
and recognition. Completing his service and 
retiring from the Army, Mr. Butts continued to 
work with the Quartermaster regiments around 
the world, serving as an example for all men 
and women seeking to serve our great Nation. 
I congratulate Steve on his well deserved rec-
ognition and hope that he continues his serv-
ice to the Quartermasters for many years to 
come. 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. MARIO DIAZ-BALART 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 21, 2008 

Mr. MARIO DIAZ-BALART of Florida. 
Madam Speaker, on Tuesday, May 20, 2008, 
I was unavoidably detained and thus I missed 
rollcall votes No. 331 through No. 337. Had I 
been present, I would have voted in the fol-
lowing manner: 

On rollcall vote No. 331 on H.R. 6081, The 
Heroes Earnings Assistance and Relief Tax 
Act, I would have voted ‘‘aye.’’ 

On rollcall vote No. 332, on H.R. 6074, Gas 
Price Relief for Consumers Act, I would have 
voted ‘‘aye.’’ 

On rollcall vote No. 333, on H. Res. 1144. 
Expressing support for designation of a ‘‘Frank 
Sinatra Day’’ on May 13, 2008, in honor of the 
dedication of the Frank Sinatra commemora-
tive, I would have voted ‘‘aye.’’ 

On rollcall vote No. 334, on Adjournment 
Resolution, Providing for the Memorial Day 
Recess, I would have voted ‘‘nay.’’ 

On rollcall vote No. 335, on H.R. 1464, to 
assist in the conservation of rare felids and 
rare candids, I would have voted ‘‘aye.’’ 

On rollcall vote No. 336, on H.R. 2649, to 
make amendments to the Reclamation 
Projects Authorization and Adjustment Act of 
1992, I would have voted ‘‘aye.’’ 

On rollcall vote No. 337, on H.R. 2744, Air-
line Flight Crew Technical Corrections Act, I 
would have voted ‘‘aye.’’ 
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COMMEMORATING THE 100TH ANNI-
VERSARY OF THE PILGRIM VAL-
LEY MISSIONARY BAPTIST 
CHURCH 

HON. MICHAEL C. BURGESS 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 21, 2008 

Mr. BURGESS. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to commemorate the 100th anniversary 
of the Pilgrim Valley Missionary Baptist 
Church in Fort Worth, Texas. The church, 
which was organized in 1908 in a three-room 
house by Reverend James Hardeman, has 
grown and become a candescent light in the 
community. 

The congregation, which was originally lo-
cated on Orr Street, has several times out-
grown their buildings and therefore several 
moves have been required. The church is now 
located on South Riverside Drive. For years, 
Pilgrim Valley Missionary Baptist Church has 
had an open-door policy towards the entire 
community, which has surely led to its con-
tinual growth in membership. 

The church has been a cornerstone of the 
African-American community, providing a com-
prehensive drug abuse prevention program 
called Pilgrim Valley People Against Drugs, or 
PAD. The church has also provided suste-
nance for the needy, mentoring programs for 
the local children of the community, clothing 
giveaways, and college scholarships to its 
members seeking higher education. 

Through the difficult times and the good 
times, Pilgrim Valley Missionary Baptist 
Church has always been a welcoming home 
for many in Fort Worth. Those who sacrifice 
their own needs for others are of the utmost 
moral excellence, and this church and its con-
gregation are the epitome of selfless. 

Madam Speaker, today I extend my sincere 
congratulations to the Pilgrim Valley Mis-
sionary Baptist Church and their continual out-
reach towards the community. I would also 
like to thank the recently retired Reverend W. 
G. Daniels for his 36-year devotion and serv-
ice to the church. It is an honor to represent 
such a civic minded organization and individ-
uals the 26th Congressional District of Texas. 
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CELEBRATING THE VISIT TO 
WASHINGTON OF HIS EXCEL-
LENCY NECHIRVAN BARZANI, 
PRIME MINISTER OF THE 
KURDISTAN REGIONAL GOVERN-
MENT OF IRAQ 

HON. LINCOLN DAVIS 
OF TENNESSEE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 21, 2008 

Mr. LINCOLN DAVIS of Tennessee. Madam 
Speaker, I rise today to welcome to Wash-
ington and to the U.S. Congress a close friend 
of the United States, Prime Minister Nechirvan 
Barzani of the Kurdistan Regional Government 
of Iraq. 

On the occasion of this important visit, I am 
also pleased that Congressman JOE WILSON 
of South Carolina has joined me to serve as 
co-chair and co-founder of the Kurdish-Amer-
ican Caucus. 

America has no better friend in Iraq than 
Prime Minister Barzani and the country’s Kurd-
ish population. The Kurds have been among 
America’s best allies in the overthrow of Sad-
dam Hussein’s regime and in supporting the 
transition to a democratic Iraq. Kurdish forces 
fight and die alongside U.S. troops in support 
of our mission in Iraq and are unambiguously 
grateful for America’s many sacrifices in Iraq. 
They welcome a continued military presence 
in the Kurdistan Region as part of any rede-
ployment of U.S. forces in the future, and offer 
their sincere friendship in the peace process. 
The Kurds are a model of stability and mod-
eration in Iraq and have set themselves apart 
from the bloody sectarianism and factionalism 
that bedevils the political establishment in 
Baghdad today. 

For those of my colleagues who have not 
visited the Kurdistan Region of Iraq, I would 
urge you to do so. My visit to Erbil earlier this 
year was an extraordinary lesson in how de-
mocracy can flourish in the Middle East. It is 
economically vibrant, peaceful and secure, 
and pro-American. The Kurdistan Regional 
Government has seized the opportunity of lib-
eration from Saddam Hussein to establish a 
government that is both a model for Iraq and 
a gateway to the rest of the country. This is 
not to say that there are no challenges ahead. 
However, with the inspired leadership of Prime 
Minister Barzani and his colleagues in the re-
gion, and his excellent representative in 
Washington, I am confident of a bright future. 
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