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permanently inducted into the Connecticut 
Veterans Hall of Fame in 2007. 

I was honored to meet with Woody on nu-
merous occasions both in Washington and 
Connecticut, and work with him closely on ef-
forts to improve the quality of life for veterans 
in Connecticut and across the Nation. He was 
a trusted advisor to the members and staff of 
Connecticut’s congressional delegation, and 
could always be relied on to help inform us of 
the needs of our veterans and help ‘‘get the 
word out’’ through his dialogue with veterans 
organizations and updates to his diverse and 
wide-ranging email list. 

Madam Speaker, all of us in Connecticut 
have lost a friend, a mentor and an un-
matched voice on behalf of our veterans. I ask 
all my colleagues to join me in expressing our 
sincere condolence to Woody’s wife Kathryn, 
his sons James and Ralph, and all his friends 
and families during this difficult time. And, I 
urge all my colleagues to honor Woody’s serv-
ice to our nation and lifetime of advocacy on 
behalf of our Nation’s veterans. 
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SUPPORT OUR TROOPS IN THE 
WAR AGAINST ALS 

HON. BOB ETHERIDGE 
OF NORTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, May 22, 2008 

Mr. ETHERIDGE. Madam Speaker, as you 
know, amyotrophic lateral sclerosis (ALS) is a 
devastating disease, affecting as many as 
30,000 Americans. What you may not know is 
that military veterans are at greater risk of 
ALS than those who have never served in the 
military. 

A study by the Department of Defense 
(DOD) and Veterans Administration (VA) 
found that those who served in the 1991 Gulf 
War are approximately twice as likely to die 
from ALS as those who did not serve in the 
Gulf. Harvard University researchers found 
that, regardless of where or when they served, 
veterans are more likely to be diagnosed with 
ALS than the general public. Current research 
shows that ALS is occurring at greater rates in 
those who are serving in the current conflict in 
Iraq. 

The Department of Defense recognized this 
risk by establishing the ALS Research Pro-
gram (ALSRP) last year and provided $5 mil-
lion to conduct research into new treatments 
and a deeper understanding of the disease. 
The ALSRP will benefit those who served our 
country with better medical care, and will also 
give hope to all whose lives have been 
touched by the disease, regardless of military 
service. 

Congress should send a clear message of 
support to our men and women serving in the 
military and continue funding for this important 
medical initiative. I urge my colleagues to pro-
vide funding in the 2009 Defense Appropria-
tions Act to continue this innovative research 
partnership, which leverages DOD resources 
with scientific expertise in the private sector 
and at universities. This research will enable 
us to take action to protect our soldiers and 
veterans by determining why they are at great-
er risk, and will give us tools to treat all those 
who suffer from this disease. 

We need to continue to wage a war against 
ALS, the disease that took the life of baseball 
greats Lou Gehrig and North Carolina’s own 
Jim ‘‘Catfish’’ Hunter, as well as many other 
American heroes great and small. I knew 
‘‘Catfish’’ and he was a good man, and he 
would be proud of the work that our local ALS 
Association Chapter is doing in his name. The 
ALS Association is the world leader in ALS re-
search and patient care services. The Caro-
linas’ Jim ‘‘Catfish’’ Hunter Chapter of the ALS 
Association raises awareness and gives sup-
port to people with ALS and their families 
throughout North and South Carolina. For 
each of the past two years, it has been named 
as ‘‘Chapter of the Year,’’ and their work alert-
ed me to this important veteran’s issue. 

Madam Speaker, with your leadership, the 
support of our colleagues in Congress, and 
the help of activists at the grass roots level, 
we have a real shot at conquering ALS for our 
military veterans and citizens alike. 
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IN HONOR OF THE SESQUICENTEN-
NIAL OF BAXTER SPRINGS, KAN-
SAS 

HON. NANCY E. BOYDA 
OF KANSAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, May 22, 2008 

Mrs. BOYDA of Kansas. Madam Speaker, I 
rise today to honor the city of Baxter Springs, 
Kansas for their sesquicentennial. 

One hundred fifty years ago, Baxter Springs 
was founded, and it was named in honor of its 
first settler, John Baxter. During this time there 
was a booming cattle trade in Kansas, with 
Baxter Springs being an important point of 
commerce for cattlemen from the south bring-
ing their livestock to sell in Kansas City. In 
fact, Baxter Springs was one of the first 
‘‘Cowtowns’’ founded in Kansas. 

Should one have the chance to visit Baxter 
Springs, you would see the same scenic back-
grounds of Kansas prairie and the Spring 
River that the first settlers of the city would 
have viewed. The river has played host to 
many of the town’s events over the years, and 
also supported the town’s first flour mill. 

Many visitors have come through Baxter 
Springs while traveling on Route 66. The road 
is an important part of local, and national his-
tory with Americans traveling on Route 66 to 
destinations near and far, viewing some of the 
most beautiful sites that America has to offer. 

There is a lot of history in the city of Baxter 
Springs, and it represents an important aspect 
of the State of Kansas. As the sesquicenten-
nial slogan states, ‘‘150 years and only the be-
ginning.’’ 

I offer my sincerest congratulations to Bax-
ter Springs and I give my warmest wishes for 
the next 150 years. 
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HONORING DR. CHARLES RUCH 

HON. STEPHANIE HERSETH SANDLIN 
OF SOUTH DAKOTA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, May 22, 2008 

Ms. HERSETH SANDLIN. Madam Speaker, 
I want to take this opportunity to thank Dr. 

Charles Ruch for his nearly 5 years of service 
to the South Dakota School of Mines and 
Technology in Rapid City, South Dakota. Dr. 
Ruch was installed as the school’s seven-
teenth president on July 1, 2003. During his 
tenure at the School of Mines, Dr. Ruch led 
the institution in strengthening the under-
graduate curriculum to ensure that students 
graduate with exceptional scientific training 
and real world skills. Dr. Ruch worked to im-
prove and expand graduate programs and 
thereby increased the research activities tak-
ing place at the School of Mines. I appreciate 
Dr. Ruch’s commitment to working closely with 
the Rapid City community, the state govern-
ment and Board of Regents, the Congres-
sional delegation, and other partners to en-
hance the reputation of the School of Mines 
as a teaching and research center of excel-
lence. 

I send best wishes and congratulations to 
Dr. Ruch on the occasion of his retirement. 
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VAPTSD DIAGNOSES 

HON. BOBBY L. RUSH 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 22, 2008 

Mr. RUSH. Madam Speaker, I rise today to 
express the astonishment and indignation I felt 
upon learning of the actions of Dr. Norma 
Perez, staff psychologist at the Olin E. Teague 
Veterans’ Center in Temple, TX. 

For those who may not know, Dr. Perez 
sent an email referring to the increase in 
‘‘compensation seeking veterans’’ and urged 
medical professionals to ‘‘refrain from giving a 
diagnosis of PTSD straight out’’ citing, among 
other reasons, the fact that veterans who have 
been diagnosed with Post Traumatic Stress 
Disorder at the Temple facility have been ap-
pealing their compensation and pension judg-
ments ‘‘based on our assessment.’’ 

Madam Speaker, I am appalled. I am ap-
palled that a medical professional at the De-
partment of Veterans Affairs would consider 
the cost of treatment as a factor in making a 
medical diagnosis. What is the cost of a vet-
eran’s well-being? At what point do we deter-
mine that certain medical diagnoses would be 
too expensive to treat? At what point do we 
determine that a service induced injury is one 
that a veteran does not deserve to be com-
pensated for? 

Madam Speaker, as President Lincoln re-
minded us in 1865, it is our duty as a nation 
to ensure that we ‘‘care for him who shall 
have borne the battle’’. We must accept our 
responsibility and ensure that our veterans 
have proper and complete medical care and 
diagnoses that are free of political consider-
ations and are made in terms of their well- 
being. 

As a proud former member of the United 
States Army I am incensed that such a deci-
sion was ever considered. I applaud Secretary 
Peake for his repudiation of this affront to our 
Nation’s veterans and call upon him to ensure 
that the culture of the Department of Veterans 
Affairs lives up to its stated goal of ‘‘excel-
lence in patient care, veterans’ benefits and 
customer satisfaction.’’ 
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