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intersection of Branham Lane and Monterey 
Highway to a below-grade intersection. By de-
pressing Branham Lane and Monterey High-
way, the project will separate vehicles and 
trains to provide both a safety and congestion 
relief benefit. 

Project Name: Lazzarini Place Affordable 
Homes—San Jose, CA. Federal funding will 
provide funds to train at-risk young women 
and men in the construction of new homes for 
low-income first time home buyers. 

Project Name: Advanced Zero-Emission Bus 
Demonstration Program—Santa Clara, CA. 
This funding request relates to purchasing 
three hydrogen fuel-cell buses by the Santa 
Clara Valley Transportation Authority in order 
to implement an Advanced Zero-Emission Bus 
Demonstration Program pursuant to regula-
tions enacted by the California Air Resources 
Board. Under the program, public transit agen-
cies must purchase a minimum of three ad-
vanced zero-emission buses and operate 
them in revenue service for a minimum of 12 
months starting January 2009. 

Project Name: Way Back Lot at Children’s 
Discovery Museum—San Jose, CA. Proposed 
project includes the following: (1) A 30,000 
square foot outdoor exhibit gallery with inter-
active exhibits and educational program 
spaces that engage children in the process of 
creating ideas and solutions that have been 
San Jose’s stock-in-trade as far back in his-
tory as archaeologists have documented. (2) A 
perimeter wall or fence, artistically designed to 
depict distinct cultural periods of the Guada-
lupe River, which also secures the outdoor ex-
hibit gallery for the safety of visitors and de-
ters vandals. (3) A 12,000 square foot ‘‘green 
building’’ expansion to Children’s Discovery 
Museum’s southern wing that will serve as 
support space to the new outdoor gallery. 

Project Name: First-Time Homebuyer Low 
Income Downpayment Assistance Program— 
San Jose, CA. The mission of the Housing 
Trust of Santa Clara County is to provide the 
resources and leadership to make housing 
more affordable for those who want to live and 
work in Santa Clara County. Federal funds will 
go to a revolving loan fund for Low Income 
Assistance Program to households with in-
comes up to 80% of Area Median Income, 
with maximum assistance of $15,000 per loan 
with a below market interest rate loan. 

Project Name: Preserving the Historic Issei 
Memorial Building—San Jose, CA. Federal 
funding will rehabilitate and renovate a historic 
building built in 1906, now known as the Issei 
Memorial Building. Structural safety improve-
ments are needed and facility expansion is re-
quired to meet the needs of the local commu-
nity. 

Project Name: DeWitt Avenue S-Curve Re-
alignment—Santa Clara County, CA. The 
project would straighten the existing horizontal 
curve and flatten the vertical curve by extend-
ing it and widening the travel lanes. The 
project would straighten an S-Curve on DeWitt 
Avenue to enhance the line of sight for motor-
ists, bicyclists, and pedestrians, thereby im-
proving overall safety. 

Project Name: Silicon Valley Regional Inter-
operability Project (SVRIP) Data Interoper-
ability Project. Like jurisdictions across the 
country, the SVRIP operates standalone and 
disparate Computer Aided Dispatch (CAD), as 

well as law enforcement and fire Records 
Management Systems (RMS). The SVRIP has 
piloted a way to shave valuable minutes off 
the response times of first responders by inter-
connecting three disparate CAD systems. 

Project Name: Development & Testing of 
Advanced Paraffin-based Hybrid Rockets for 
Space Applications. Recent research at Stan-
ford University has led to the identification of 
a new class of fast burning paraffin-based 
fuels that promise to make hybrid rockets a 
practical system for a wide variety of propul-
sion applications of interest to the government. 

Project Name: Strategic Language Initiative 
(CSU Center for Strategic Languages). The 5 
California State University (CSU) campuses 
originally comprising the Strategic Language 
Initiative (SLI) Consortium worked collabo-
ratively between 2005 and 2007 to create an 
effective model capitalizing on campus lan-
guage expertise, student heritage language di-
versity, and local linguistic communities in Ara-
bic, Mandarin, Korean, Persian, and Russian. 
The Consortium’s success in southern Cali-
fornia can be enhanced by developing a simi-
lar model in northern California. This request 
would build the programs within the current 
Consortium, and add CSU campuses in San 
Francisco and San Jose. Lessons learned 
from the current 5 programs will shape the 2 
new programs. 

Project Name: Advanced IED Jammer Re-
search & Development Program. The most im-
portant aspect of the program is the develop-
ment of a next generation IED jammer that 
can simultaneously allow our Blue Force ra-
dios to communicate. Another facet of the pro-
gram is to develop a flexible, standardized, 
jammer architecture that can adapt to chang-
ing threats quickly, a so-called ‘‘multi-mission 
spectral combat system’’ architecture. 

Project Name: Advanced Tactical Threat 
Warning Radio (ATTWR). This project will 
substantially advance U.S. Special Forces 
teams to combat and defend our troops 
against radio controlled roadside bombs. The 
effort will lead to an advanced technology that 
will allow for the dismantling of the terror cell 
command and control elements, as well as 
identify and locate the bomb making factories. 
This effort will ultimately save U.S. lives and 
also reduce the number of maiming and cas-
ualties due to IED’s. 

Project Name: Large Area and Printed Elec-
tronics for Defense Systems. This project in-
volves the combination of new, advanced ma-
terials and large area printed electronics and 
will enable flexible, lightweight, and rugged 
photovoltaic, battery, sensor, and communica-
tion products for military systems. Integration 
with textiles and other surfaces will enable 
production of electronics for military infrastruc-
ture not possible today. 

Project Name: Nonlinear Optics for Memory 
Electronics (NOME). This project will be used 
to develop and manufacture nonlinear mate-
rials, solid state lasers and large field of view 
deep ultra-violet objectives for the develop-
ment and inspection of memory microelec-
tronic chips, as well as advanced microelec-
tronics that are used in classified and secure 
communications equipment, electro-optic sen-
sors, satellites, and various weapon systems. 

Project Name: San Jose Courthouse. This 
money would be used for site acquisition for a 
new Federal Courthouse in San Jose. 

Project Name: AACI Domestic Violence 
Shelter Project. The Asian Americans for 
Community Involvement (AACI) Domestic Vio-
lence Shelter Project will expand an emer-
gency shelter for abused women and their 
children. In Santa Clara County, this is the 
only domestic violence shelter that meets the 
linguistic and cultural needs of the Asian com-
munity. 

Project Name: Regional Homeless Medical 
Respite Care Initiative. Funding will be used 
for one-time start-up costs of a homeless 
medical respite care program providing post- 
hospitalization medical services to the home-
less in San Jose/Santa Clara County, includ-
ing program refinements, personnel, and 
equipment, in order to address medical needs 
in a more cost-effective manner, to be sus-
tained by local funding. 

Project Name: Center for Migration Studies. 
Purpose of the funding is to establish an inter-
disciplinary Center for Migration Studies 
(CMS), envisaging faculty and student partici-
pation from multiple departments in the Col-
lege of Social Sciences at San Jose State 
University (SJSU). The main objective of the 
CMS is to facilitate interdisciplinary research 
on a comprehensive, multifaceted examination 
of immigrants’ experiences globally. 

Project Name: Center for Employment 
Training—IT Capacity Building. Center for Em-
ployment Training (CET) is a private, non-prof-
it human services organization focused on 
providing employment training and education 
services to hard-to-serve populations. The 
project will expand and upgrade the IT capac-
ity of the organization and enhance the com-
puter technology for vocational training and 
GED education services for at-risk youth, ages 
18–24. 

Project Name: Student Partners Reaching 
Kids. The Student Partners Reaching Kids 
(SPRK) program serves more than 1,000 
young adolescents through a series of offer-
ings which form a continuum of opportunities 
throughout the year for students in the fourth 
through ninth grade age range. 
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HONORING CONGRESSIONAL CER-
TIFICATE OF MERIT RECIPIENT 
WILLIAM PENDER 

HON. JOHN R. CARTER 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 22, 2008 

Mr. CARTER. Madam Speaker, I would like 
to take this opportunity to recognize the suc-
cesses and achievements of William Pender 
who has received the Congressional Certifi-
cate of Merit award at Temple High School in 
Temple, Texas. William has shown excep-
tional leadership qualities through his involve-
ment in numerous activities which makes him 
a great candidate for this award. 

William is a member of the Temple High 
School Top Band, Wind Ensemble, and has 
played on the varsity Wildcat football team. 
William is a volunteer in the assisted nursing 
area of the VA Hospital in Temple. Through 
his volunteering for the VA, William has 
learned the importance of giving back to the 
men and women that serve our country. 
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I congratulate William Pender for his 

achievements in school and in his community 
and am proud to represent such talented and 
dedicated people in the District of Texas. 

f 

IN HONOR OF NATIONAL DRUG 
COURT MONTH 

HON. JOHN BOOZMAN 
OF ARKANSAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 22, 2008 

Mr. BOOZMAN. Madam Speaker, I stand 
here today to congratulate drug courts in Ar-
kansas and nationwide during National Drug 
Court Month. Over 2,100 drug courts in the 
United States provide an alternative to incar-
ceration for non-violent, drug-addicted offend-
ers by combining intense judicial supervision, 
comprehensive substance abuse and mental 
health treatment, random and frequent drug 
testing, incentives and sanctions, clinical case 
management and life skills services. The tire-
less efforts of the judges, prosecutors, de-
fense attorneys, treatment providers, rehabili-
tation experts, child advocates, researchers, 
educators, law enforcement representatives, 
correctional representatives, pre-trial officers 
and probation officers that are involved in drug 
courts provide substance abusing offenders 
with the much-needed chance at long-term re-
covery and productive lifestyles. 

I have seen firsthand the impact of the 40 
operational drug courts in my state, where 
drug court programs have enhanced public 
safety, saved taxpayer dollars and, most im-
portantly, saved lives. Nearly 1,000 people 
have graduated from the program according to 
state records and currently 1,600 people are 
enrolled all across the state. 

For example, the Fifth Judicial District Drug 
Court in Russellville, Arkansas, has graduated 
43 clients since it opened its doors in 2004. 
Four of these drug court graduates have re-
ceived their college degrees and started ca-
reers. One client has even advanced into the 
position of general manager for his company. 
The Fifth Judicial District Drug Court has set 
up a dental plan for clients, along with a work 
placement assistance program. This drug 
court and its achievements are just a small ex-
ample of what is happening in the numerous 
drug courts across the state of Arkansas. In 
addition, the efforts of people like Judge Mary 
Ann Gunn and the 4th Judicial District Drug 
Court have helped make the program a suc-
cess in the Natural State. More than one thou-
sand people have been treated through that 
program that has an 89 percent retention rate. 
Town Hall Meetings held by the group help to 
promote awareness and prevention of sub-
stance abuse in our families and schools. 

As we face a growing population of drug-ad-
dicted offenders in the American justice sys-
tem, we must expand our efforts to bring treat-
ment to a larger number of those in need. Ac-
cording to a recent study by the Urban Re-
search Institute’s Justice Policy Center, ap-
proximately 1.5 million drug-involved offenders 
should be diverted to drug court, which would 
generate $32.3 billion in savings to American 
taxpayers. Armed with our existing research 
that drug courts work, reduce recidivism, and 

save lives, we must work on taking drug 
courts to scale. There is no greater oppor-
tunity for change in the American justice sys-
tem and there is no greater opportunity to heal 
families and communities. 

Again, congratulations to the dedicated drug 
court professionals and graduates from Arkan-
sas and around the country on a job well 
done. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO THE 300TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF HEBRON CONNECTICUT 

HON. JOE COURTNEY 
OF CONNECTICUT 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 22, 2008 

Mr. COURTNEY. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and celebrate the 300th 
anniversary of the incorporation of the town of 
Hebron, Connecticut. Throughout 2008, the 
town and its residents have and will continue 
to celebrate 300 years of rich history. 

From its original settlement, agriculture pro-
duction has supported the growth of the town 
as well as agriculture development and growth 
of neighboring communities. From colonial la-
bors to modern agricultural machinery, cultiva-
tion of the land has remained an important 
economic and communal component of the 
town of Hebron. Hebron’s agricultural history, 
reflecting on the distinct New England sea-
sons, will be highlighted in the yearlong third 
centennial celebration. 

This past March, residents enjoyed Maple 
Fest, which focused on a favorite New Eng-
land winter harvest and culinary tradition. 
Families in Hebron and across the New Eng-
land community joined in the festivities, which 
featured regional treats from local sugar 
houses. The sweet products of the maple 
trees were enjoyed in traditional to 
untraditional forms, from maple syrup to maple 
cotton candy. In the coming September, He-
bron Harvest Fair will highlight the products of 
the New England fall harvest. 

Three hundred years after incorporation, 
from its colonial origins through its modem 
evolution, Hebron represents the very best of 
a Connecticut and more broadly, small-town 
America. I ask my colleagues to join with me 
and my constituents in honoring and cele-
brating Hebron’s third centennial and welcome 
many more to come. 

f 

HONORING THE SERVICE OF COLO-
NEL ANTHONY JOSEPH WENDEL 
III, U.S. MARINE CORPS 

HON. DARRELL E. ISSA 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 22, 2008 

Mr. ISSA. Madam Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the 30 years of dedicated service of 
United States Marine Corps Colonel Anthony 
Joseph Wendel III. 

Since being commissioned a Second Lieu-
tenant in August 1979, Colonel Wendel has 
served the Marine Corps in a variety of roles, 
both at home and abroad. During his 30 years 

of total service, he has served his country in 
positions of leadership in Okinawa, Japan; 
Washington, DC; Eugene, Oregon; Saudi Ara-
bia, Somalia, Los Angeles, California; and at 
Camp Pendleton, California. 

In 1980, Colonel Wendel attended Basic 
Combat Engineer Officers Course, Camp 
Lejeune, North Carolina. Between 1986 and 
1987, he attended Amphibious Warfare 
School, Quantico, Virginia. He graduated from 
the U.S. Marine Corps Command and Staff 
College in 1994 with a Masters of Military 
Studies, and in June 2000 he graduated from 
the U.S. Naval War College, Newport, Rhode 
Island with a Masters of Arts in National Secu-
rity and Strategic Studies. Thereupon, he 
served as Assistant Chief of Staff, G–4 U.S. 
Marine Corps Forces, Korea from July 2000 to 
July 2001. During this period, he was selected 
to the grade of colonel. 

Colonel Wendel has served in two major 
combat operations, Operation Desert Shield/ 
Desert Storm and Operation Restore Hope. 
His leadership background encompasses a 
wide range of roles, responsibilities, and spec-
trum of experience. With his diversity of knowl-
edge and talent, Colonel Wendel has given 
much to this country through his dedicated 
military service, which will be formally con-
cluded with retirement on June 5, 2008. 

Colonel Wendel currently serves as the Pro-
gram Officer, Western Regional Environmental 
Coordination Office, Marine Corps Base Camp 
Pendleton, California. He continues to serve to 
protect and defend U.S. Marine Corps western 
region training interests and entities. He and 
his wife Susan have their home in Oceanside, 
California. 

On behalf of the people of the United States 
whom he has served with courage and honor, 
we commemorate the service of Colonel An-
thony Joseph Wendel III. 

f 

REMEMBERING FORMER PRESI-
DENT OF AZERBAIJAN HEYDAR 
ALIYEV 

HON. J. GRESHAM BARRETT 
OF SOUTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 22, 2008 

Mr. BARRETT of South Carolina. Madam 
Speaker, On May 10, 2008, we commemo-
rated the 85th Jubilee of the late President 
Heydar Aliyev. When Azerbaijan reclaimed 
independence in 1991, most Americans had 
never heard of the country. Soon after, the 
country found itself involved in a war with 
neighboring Armenia over Nagorno Karabakh, 
which resulted in one million refugees and 20 
percent of Azerbaijani soil occupied by Arme-
nian forces. 

Out of chaos, economic turmoil, and ques-
tions about the viability of the country’s inde-
pendence, President Heydar Aliyev emerged 
as the President of the Republic. He was re- 
elected in 1998, and served until he passed 
away in December 2003. In May it is the 85th 
anniversary of his birthday, and it is fit to note 
the milestones that were reached under his 
leadership. The first state visit by a President 
of an independent Azerbaijan to the United 
States was realized July 27–August 7, 1997. 
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