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I congratulate William Pender for his 

achievements in school and in his community 
and am proud to represent such talented and 
dedicated people in the District of Texas. 

f 

IN HONOR OF NATIONAL DRUG 
COURT MONTH 

HON. JOHN BOOZMAN 
OF ARKANSAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 22, 2008 

Mr. BOOZMAN. Madam Speaker, I stand 
here today to congratulate drug courts in Ar-
kansas and nationwide during National Drug 
Court Month. Over 2,100 drug courts in the 
United States provide an alternative to incar-
ceration for non-violent, drug-addicted offend-
ers by combining intense judicial supervision, 
comprehensive substance abuse and mental 
health treatment, random and frequent drug 
testing, incentives and sanctions, clinical case 
management and life skills services. The tire-
less efforts of the judges, prosecutors, de-
fense attorneys, treatment providers, rehabili-
tation experts, child advocates, researchers, 
educators, law enforcement representatives, 
correctional representatives, pre-trial officers 
and probation officers that are involved in drug 
courts provide substance abusing offenders 
with the much-needed chance at long-term re-
covery and productive lifestyles. 

I have seen firsthand the impact of the 40 
operational drug courts in my state, where 
drug court programs have enhanced public 
safety, saved taxpayer dollars and, most im-
portantly, saved lives. Nearly 1,000 people 
have graduated from the program according to 
state records and currently 1,600 people are 
enrolled all across the state. 

For example, the Fifth Judicial District Drug 
Court in Russellville, Arkansas, has graduated 
43 clients since it opened its doors in 2004. 
Four of these drug court graduates have re-
ceived their college degrees and started ca-
reers. One client has even advanced into the 
position of general manager for his company. 
The Fifth Judicial District Drug Court has set 
up a dental plan for clients, along with a work 
placement assistance program. This drug 
court and its achievements are just a small ex-
ample of what is happening in the numerous 
drug courts across the state of Arkansas. In 
addition, the efforts of people like Judge Mary 
Ann Gunn and the 4th Judicial District Drug 
Court have helped make the program a suc-
cess in the Natural State. More than one thou-
sand people have been treated through that 
program that has an 89 percent retention rate. 
Town Hall Meetings held by the group help to 
promote awareness and prevention of sub-
stance abuse in our families and schools. 

As we face a growing population of drug-ad-
dicted offenders in the American justice sys-
tem, we must expand our efforts to bring treat-
ment to a larger number of those in need. Ac-
cording to a recent study by the Urban Re-
search Institute’s Justice Policy Center, ap-
proximately 1.5 million drug-involved offenders 
should be diverted to drug court, which would 
generate $32.3 billion in savings to American 
taxpayers. Armed with our existing research 
that drug courts work, reduce recidivism, and 

save lives, we must work on taking drug 
courts to scale. There is no greater oppor-
tunity for change in the American justice sys-
tem and there is no greater opportunity to heal 
families and communities. 

Again, congratulations to the dedicated drug 
court professionals and graduates from Arkan-
sas and around the country on a job well 
done. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO THE 300TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF HEBRON CONNECTICUT 

HON. JOE COURTNEY 
OF CONNECTICUT 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 22, 2008 

Mr. COURTNEY. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and celebrate the 300th 
anniversary of the incorporation of the town of 
Hebron, Connecticut. Throughout 2008, the 
town and its residents have and will continue 
to celebrate 300 years of rich history. 

From its original settlement, agriculture pro-
duction has supported the growth of the town 
as well as agriculture development and growth 
of neighboring communities. From colonial la-
bors to modern agricultural machinery, cultiva-
tion of the land has remained an important 
economic and communal component of the 
town of Hebron. Hebron’s agricultural history, 
reflecting on the distinct New England sea-
sons, will be highlighted in the yearlong third 
centennial celebration. 

This past March, residents enjoyed Maple 
Fest, which focused on a favorite New Eng-
land winter harvest and culinary tradition. 
Families in Hebron and across the New Eng-
land community joined in the festivities, which 
featured regional treats from local sugar 
houses. The sweet products of the maple 
trees were enjoyed in traditional to 
untraditional forms, from maple syrup to maple 
cotton candy. In the coming September, He-
bron Harvest Fair will highlight the products of 
the New England fall harvest. 

Three hundred years after incorporation, 
from its colonial origins through its modem 
evolution, Hebron represents the very best of 
a Connecticut and more broadly, small-town 
America. I ask my colleagues to join with me 
and my constituents in honoring and cele-
brating Hebron’s third centennial and welcome 
many more to come. 

f 

HONORING THE SERVICE OF COLO-
NEL ANTHONY JOSEPH WENDEL 
III, U.S. MARINE CORPS 

HON. DARRELL E. ISSA 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 22, 2008 

Mr. ISSA. Madam Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the 30 years of dedicated service of 
United States Marine Corps Colonel Anthony 
Joseph Wendel III. 

Since being commissioned a Second Lieu-
tenant in August 1979, Colonel Wendel has 
served the Marine Corps in a variety of roles, 
both at home and abroad. During his 30 years 

of total service, he has served his country in 
positions of leadership in Okinawa, Japan; 
Washington, DC; Eugene, Oregon; Saudi Ara-
bia, Somalia, Los Angeles, California; and at 
Camp Pendleton, California. 

In 1980, Colonel Wendel attended Basic 
Combat Engineer Officers Course, Camp 
Lejeune, North Carolina. Between 1986 and 
1987, he attended Amphibious Warfare 
School, Quantico, Virginia. He graduated from 
the U.S. Marine Corps Command and Staff 
College in 1994 with a Masters of Military 
Studies, and in June 2000 he graduated from 
the U.S. Naval War College, Newport, Rhode 
Island with a Masters of Arts in National Secu-
rity and Strategic Studies. Thereupon, he 
served as Assistant Chief of Staff, G–4 U.S. 
Marine Corps Forces, Korea from July 2000 to 
July 2001. During this period, he was selected 
to the grade of colonel. 

Colonel Wendel has served in two major 
combat operations, Operation Desert Shield/ 
Desert Storm and Operation Restore Hope. 
His leadership background encompasses a 
wide range of roles, responsibilities, and spec-
trum of experience. With his diversity of knowl-
edge and talent, Colonel Wendel has given 
much to this country through his dedicated 
military service, which will be formally con-
cluded with retirement on June 5, 2008. 

Colonel Wendel currently serves as the Pro-
gram Officer, Western Regional Environmental 
Coordination Office, Marine Corps Base Camp 
Pendleton, California. He continues to serve to 
protect and defend U.S. Marine Corps western 
region training interests and entities. He and 
his wife Susan have their home in Oceanside, 
California. 

On behalf of the people of the United States 
whom he has served with courage and honor, 
we commemorate the service of Colonel An-
thony Joseph Wendel III. 

f 

REMEMBERING FORMER PRESI-
DENT OF AZERBAIJAN HEYDAR 
ALIYEV 

HON. J. GRESHAM BARRETT 
OF SOUTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 22, 2008 

Mr. BARRETT of South Carolina. Madam 
Speaker, On May 10, 2008, we commemo-
rated the 85th Jubilee of the late President 
Heydar Aliyev. When Azerbaijan reclaimed 
independence in 1991, most Americans had 
never heard of the country. Soon after, the 
country found itself involved in a war with 
neighboring Armenia over Nagorno Karabakh, 
which resulted in one million refugees and 20 
percent of Azerbaijani soil occupied by Arme-
nian forces. 

Out of chaos, economic turmoil, and ques-
tions about the viability of the country’s inde-
pendence, President Heydar Aliyev emerged 
as the President of the Republic. He was re- 
elected in 1998, and served until he passed 
away in December 2003. In May it is the 85th 
anniversary of his birthday, and it is fit to note 
the milestones that were reached under his 
leadership. The first state visit by a President 
of an independent Azerbaijan to the United 
States was realized July 27–August 7, 1997. 
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Prior to this visit, little knowledge, under-
standing or relations between the two coun-
tries existed. On August 1, 1997, a meeting at 
the White House between President Aliyev 
and President Clinton took place. It was a his-
toric occasion where the two leaders signed a 
joint declaration that read: 

Presidents Clinton and Aliyev agreed on 
the importance of expanding the partnership 
between the United States and the Republic 
of Azerbaijan through strengthening bilat-
eral cooperation in the political, security, 
economic and commercial spheres. 

The U.S. also reaffirmed support for Azer-
baijan’s territorial integrity, sovereignty and 
independence. Under President Aliyev’s lead-
ership, Azerbaijan emerged as a critical player 
in the East-West Energy Transport corridor. 
The early oil pipeline, the Baku-Tbilisi-Supsa 
oil pipeline was completed in 1997. Azerbaijan 
signed over 19 production sharing agreements 
with international energy companies. 

The decision to build the Maine Export Pipe-
line, MEP, was not an easy one. 

Despite great obstacles, Azerbaijan, under 
the leadership of Heydar Aliyev, and with the 
support of the United States and Turkey, real-
ized the Baku-Tbilisi-Ceyhan pipeline which 
now runs from the Caspian through Georgia to 
the Turkish Mediterranean port of Ceyhan. 
This pipeline helps to guarantee Azerbaijan’s 
independence and support of pro-Western for-
eign policy, provides energy resources to U.S. 
allies like Georgia and Turkey. 

The late President Heydar Aliyev was a 
strong friend of the United States. Azerbaijan 
was one of the first countries to offer uncondi-
tional assistance to the United States after 9/ 
11, and sent troops to Iraq and Afghanistan. 
President Aliyev’s significant contributions to 
the country of Azerbaijan provided a fertile 
ground for the seeds of democracy to flourish 
after Soviet rule, and have paved the road for 
Azerbaijan’s regional and international suc-
cess. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE ACCOMPLISH-
MENTS OF EARL MORSE 

HON. JOHN A. BOEHNER 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 22, 2008 

Mr. BOEHNER. Madam Speaker, I along 
with Mr. HOBSON rise today to recognize Mr. 
Earl Morse, an Ohioan who has dedicated 
himself to honoring World War II veterans 
from across the country by making it possible 
for them to visit the national memorial built 
and dedicated in their honor. 

Mr. Morse is a physician’s assistant and a 
retired Air Force captain from Enon, Ohio. 
While working at the Department of Veterans 
Affairs, he realized that most of the veterans 
he took care of were not able to make the trip 
to visit the World War II Memorial in Wash-
ington, DC. Since Mr. Morse was also a pilot, 
he offered to personally fly one of his patients 
to visit the memorial. 

Upon realizing the desire to visit the memo-
rial was so great, Mr. Morse started to ask for 
help from other pilots to make these trips a re-
ality. During an aero club meeting in January 

of 2005, he outlined a volunteer program to fly 
senior World War II veterans to visit their me-
morial with no cost to the veteran. The pilots 
would be asked to volunteer the use of their 
aircraft and their time. After Mr. Morse spoke, 
11 pilots who had never met his patients 
signed up to establish the first of what would 
be many ‘‘Honor Flights.’’ 

In 2005, the Honor Flight program took 137 
World War II veterans to visit their memorial. 
As the popularity of the program grew, the 
need for more volunteers and the use of com-
mercial aircraft became necessary. By 2006, 
an estimated 300 Ohio veterans made the trip 
to visit the World War II Memorial. 

The mission and ideals of Mr. Morse’s 
Honor Flight soon spread across the Nation, 
and a network of community leaders and vol-
unteers became established to form the Honor 
Flight Network. The program presently has 69 
hubs in 30 States, and is working to establish 
hubs in all 50 States by the end of 2006. 

Madam Speaker, on the eve of Memorial 
Day, we feel that it is only fitting to pay tribute 
to Mr. Morse, who has demonstrated his patri-
otism and his respect for a generation of men 
and women who sacrificed so much to ensure 
the security of this world, and to guarantee the 
freedoms that we enjoy today. 

We thank Mr. Earl Morse for his outstanding 
effort to honor the legacy of one of our Na-
tion’s most valuable resources, our veterans. 
We wish him, and his organization, all the best 
with his continued effort to ensure his objec-
tive is completed. 

f 

HONORING MARILYN SPIEGEL 

HON. JOHN T. DOOLITTLE 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, May 22, 2008 

Mr. DOOLITTLE. Madam Speaker, today I 
stand to recognize an outstanding public serv-
ant in my district. She is a woman who has 
dedicated her life to not only raising her own 
three children, but also teaching and nurturing 
many children in her community. I wish to rec-
ognize Marilyn Spiegel, who was recently 
named Teacher of the Year in the San Juan 
Unified School District. 

As a sixth grade teacher at Earl Le Gette 
Elementary School, Marilyn has touched 
countless lives, both directly and indirectly. 
She began teaching in 1998 after a successful 
career as a professional chemist and 
parasitologist. After being an active parent vol-
unteer in her sons’ classrooms, she decided to 
obtain a teaching credential and share her 
passion for science with students. Voluntarily 
and independently, Marilyn developed a cre-
ative energy program designed to enhance a 
student’s understanding of science and the 
environment through innovative teaching 
ideas. In the last six years, she has secured 
nearly $30,000 in educational grants for her 
energy education program. This program has 
inspired students to examine the role of en-
ergy in our Nation and how it relates to their 
individual lives. Unselfishly, Marilyn continues 
to share her grant information and educational 
program with teachers from other schools. 

In her spare time, Marilyn serves on the 
San Juan Unified School District’s science 

adoption committee and the California Depart-
ment of Education’s content review panel for 
the STAR exam. She is also an active mem-
ber of the Le Gette teacher/student guitar en-
semble, and continues to offer before-school, 
after-school, and lunch-time tutoring. 

Marilyn has earned praise from students, 
parents, and colleagues for her inspirational 
style of teaching. In fact, the Teacher of the 
Year Award process begins with a parent 
nomination. She sets clear boundaries for the 
children and reinforces positive behavior 
through praise. ‘‘I treat students with respect, 
I hold them accountable, and I challenge 
them,’’ wrote Marilyn in her application. ‘‘I do 
not accept wasted time and talent. I celebrate 
their success and help shoulder their dis-
appointments and sorrow.’’ Marilyn has the 
ability to motivate students beyond their nat-
ural abilities and helps them reach their great-
est potential. 

As we continue searching for ways to better 
the educational system, we need to look at the 
positive things happening in schools across 
the country. I believe that Marilyn Spiegel is 
an excellent example of what is right with 
America’s schools. Congratulations to my 
friend Marilyn Spiegel, the San Juan Unified 
School District Teacher of the Year. 

f 

EARMARK DECLARATION 

HON. CHRIS CANNON 
OF UTAH 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 22, 2008 

Mr. CANNON. Madam Speaker, consistent 
with the Republican Conference standards es-
tablished earlier this year, I submit the fol-
lowing information regarding the Metals Afford-
ability Initiative that I support. 

Bill: H.R. 5658, Duncan Hunter Defense Au-
thorization. 

Account: Air Force Research, Development, 
Test and Evaluation. 

Legal name of receiving entity: Metals Af-
fordability Initiative Consortium. 

Address: MAI Program Management Office, 
Pratt & Whitney, c/o Thomas Rupprecht, Mail 
Stop 114–45, 400 Main Street, E. Hartford 
CN. 

Anticipated sources of the funding for the 
duration of the project: MAI operates under a 
Technical Information Agreement (TIA) with a 
total project cost cap of $75,000,000 through 
FY 13. AFRL has budgeted approximately 
$13.5 mil through FY 2011 from limited discre-
tionary funds for developing advanced struc-
tural metals technology. 

Percent and source of required matching 
fund: MAI participants cost share 10 percent 
on AFRL-directed Type I projects and at least 
25 percent on industry-directed Type II 
projects, funded by congressional directions. 

Justification for use of federal taxpayer dol-
lars: 

The mission of MAI is to maintain U.S. lead-
ership in the strategic aerospace metals indus-
trial sector by using technology innovation to 
maintain global competitiveness while improv-
ing performance and increasing affordability of 
weapons systems. This sector includes the 
entire domestic specialty aerospace metals in-
dustrial manufacturing base, representing all 
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