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Prior to this visit, little knowledge, under-
standing or relations between the two coun-
tries existed. On August 1, 1997, a meeting at 
the White House between President Aliyev 
and President Clinton took place. It was a his-
toric occasion where the two leaders signed a 
joint declaration that read: 

Presidents Clinton and Aliyev agreed on 
the importance of expanding the partnership 
between the United States and the Republic 
of Azerbaijan through strengthening bilat-
eral cooperation in the political, security, 
economic and commercial spheres. 

The U.S. also reaffirmed support for Azer-
baijan’s territorial integrity, sovereignty and 
independence. Under President Aliyev’s lead-
ership, Azerbaijan emerged as a critical player 
in the East-West Energy Transport corridor. 
The early oil pipeline, the Baku-Tbilisi-Supsa 
oil pipeline was completed in 1997. Azerbaijan 
signed over 19 production sharing agreements 
with international energy companies. 

The decision to build the Maine Export Pipe-
line, MEP, was not an easy one. 

Despite great obstacles, Azerbaijan, under 
the leadership of Heydar Aliyev, and with the 
support of the United States and Turkey, real-
ized the Baku-Tbilisi-Ceyhan pipeline which 
now runs from the Caspian through Georgia to 
the Turkish Mediterranean port of Ceyhan. 
This pipeline helps to guarantee Azerbaijan’s 
independence and support of pro-Western for-
eign policy, provides energy resources to U.S. 
allies like Georgia and Turkey. 

The late President Heydar Aliyev was a 
strong friend of the United States. Azerbaijan 
was one of the first countries to offer uncondi-
tional assistance to the United States after 9/ 
11, and sent troops to Iraq and Afghanistan. 
President Aliyev’s significant contributions to 
the country of Azerbaijan provided a fertile 
ground for the seeds of democracy to flourish 
after Soviet rule, and have paved the road for 
Azerbaijan’s regional and international suc-
cess. 
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RECOGNIZING THE ACCOMPLISH-
MENTS OF EARL MORSE 

HON. JOHN A. BOEHNER 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 22, 2008 

Mr. BOEHNER. Madam Speaker, I along 
with Mr. HOBSON rise today to recognize Mr. 
Earl Morse, an Ohioan who has dedicated 
himself to honoring World War II veterans 
from across the country by making it possible 
for them to visit the national memorial built 
and dedicated in their honor. 

Mr. Morse is a physician’s assistant and a 
retired Air Force captain from Enon, Ohio. 
While working at the Department of Veterans 
Affairs, he realized that most of the veterans 
he took care of were not able to make the trip 
to visit the World War II Memorial in Wash-
ington, DC. Since Mr. Morse was also a pilot, 
he offered to personally fly one of his patients 
to visit the memorial. 

Upon realizing the desire to visit the memo-
rial was so great, Mr. Morse started to ask for 
help from other pilots to make these trips a re-
ality. During an aero club meeting in January 

of 2005, he outlined a volunteer program to fly 
senior World War II veterans to visit their me-
morial with no cost to the veteran. The pilots 
would be asked to volunteer the use of their 
aircraft and their time. After Mr. Morse spoke, 
11 pilots who had never met his patients 
signed up to establish the first of what would 
be many ‘‘Honor Flights.’’ 

In 2005, the Honor Flight program took 137 
World War II veterans to visit their memorial. 
As the popularity of the program grew, the 
need for more volunteers and the use of com-
mercial aircraft became necessary. By 2006, 
an estimated 300 Ohio veterans made the trip 
to visit the World War II Memorial. 

The mission and ideals of Mr. Morse’s 
Honor Flight soon spread across the Nation, 
and a network of community leaders and vol-
unteers became established to form the Honor 
Flight Network. The program presently has 69 
hubs in 30 States, and is working to establish 
hubs in all 50 States by the end of 2006. 

Madam Speaker, on the eve of Memorial 
Day, we feel that it is only fitting to pay tribute 
to Mr. Morse, who has demonstrated his patri-
otism and his respect for a generation of men 
and women who sacrificed so much to ensure 
the security of this world, and to guarantee the 
freedoms that we enjoy today. 

We thank Mr. Earl Morse for his outstanding 
effort to honor the legacy of one of our Na-
tion’s most valuable resources, our veterans. 
We wish him, and his organization, all the best 
with his continued effort to ensure his objec-
tive is completed. 
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HONORING MARILYN SPIEGEL 

HON. JOHN T. DOOLITTLE 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, May 22, 2008 

Mr. DOOLITTLE. Madam Speaker, today I 
stand to recognize an outstanding public serv-
ant in my district. She is a woman who has 
dedicated her life to not only raising her own 
three children, but also teaching and nurturing 
many children in her community. I wish to rec-
ognize Marilyn Spiegel, who was recently 
named Teacher of the Year in the San Juan 
Unified School District. 

As a sixth grade teacher at Earl Le Gette 
Elementary School, Marilyn has touched 
countless lives, both directly and indirectly. 
She began teaching in 1998 after a successful 
career as a professional chemist and 
parasitologist. After being an active parent vol-
unteer in her sons’ classrooms, she decided to 
obtain a teaching credential and share her 
passion for science with students. Voluntarily 
and independently, Marilyn developed a cre-
ative energy program designed to enhance a 
student’s understanding of science and the 
environment through innovative teaching 
ideas. In the last six years, she has secured 
nearly $30,000 in educational grants for her 
energy education program. This program has 
inspired students to examine the role of en-
ergy in our Nation and how it relates to their 
individual lives. Unselfishly, Marilyn continues 
to share her grant information and educational 
program with teachers from other schools. 

In her spare time, Marilyn serves on the 
San Juan Unified School District’s science 

adoption committee and the California Depart-
ment of Education’s content review panel for 
the STAR exam. She is also an active mem-
ber of the Le Gette teacher/student guitar en-
semble, and continues to offer before-school, 
after-school, and lunch-time tutoring. 

Marilyn has earned praise from students, 
parents, and colleagues for her inspirational 
style of teaching. In fact, the Teacher of the 
Year Award process begins with a parent 
nomination. She sets clear boundaries for the 
children and reinforces positive behavior 
through praise. ‘‘I treat students with respect, 
I hold them accountable, and I challenge 
them,’’ wrote Marilyn in her application. ‘‘I do 
not accept wasted time and talent. I celebrate 
their success and help shoulder their dis-
appointments and sorrow.’’ Marilyn has the 
ability to motivate students beyond their nat-
ural abilities and helps them reach their great-
est potential. 

As we continue searching for ways to better 
the educational system, we need to look at the 
positive things happening in schools across 
the country. I believe that Marilyn Spiegel is 
an excellent example of what is right with 
America’s schools. Congratulations to my 
friend Marilyn Spiegel, the San Juan Unified 
School District Teacher of the Year. 
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EARMARK DECLARATION 

HON. CHRIS CANNON 
OF UTAH 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 22, 2008 

Mr. CANNON. Madam Speaker, consistent 
with the Republican Conference standards es-
tablished earlier this year, I submit the fol-
lowing information regarding the Metals Afford-
ability Initiative that I support. 

Bill: H.R. 5658, Duncan Hunter Defense Au-
thorization. 

Account: Air Force Research, Development, 
Test and Evaluation. 

Legal name of receiving entity: Metals Af-
fordability Initiative Consortium. 

Address: MAI Program Management Office, 
Pratt & Whitney, c/o Thomas Rupprecht, Mail 
Stop 114–45, 400 Main Street, E. Hartford 
CN. 

Anticipated sources of the funding for the 
duration of the project: MAI operates under a 
Technical Information Agreement (TIA) with a 
total project cost cap of $75,000,000 through 
FY 13. AFRL has budgeted approximately 
$13.5 mil through FY 2011 from limited discre-
tionary funds for developing advanced struc-
tural metals technology. 

Percent and source of required matching 
fund: MAI participants cost share 10 percent 
on AFRL-directed Type I projects and at least 
25 percent on industry-directed Type II 
projects, funded by congressional directions. 

Justification for use of federal taxpayer dol-
lars: 

The mission of MAI is to maintain U.S. lead-
ership in the strategic aerospace metals indus-
trial sector by using technology innovation to 
maintain global competitiveness while improv-
ing performance and increasing affordability of 
weapons systems. This sector includes the 
entire domestic specialty aerospace metals in-
dustrial manufacturing base, representing all 
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elements of the supply chain, which produce 
aluminum, beryllium, nickel-base superalloys, 
and titanium. 

MAI is a model for government/industry col-
laboration. MAI programs have already ac-
complished 47 current or planned technology 
insertions into military systems. 

MAI provides innovation, rapid development 
and implementation of new metals technology. 
Many of the MAI programs impact sustain-
ability of the aging Air Force fleet. The author-
ization provided for in this bill will allow for the 
initiation of 6 new programs, as well as sus-
taining ongoing programs, directed at 
sustainment and life extension, fuel savings/ 
energy management and access to space. 
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. JOHN R. CARTER 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 22, 2008 

Mr. CARTER. Madam Speaker, on rollcall 
No. 343, the Motion to Recommit H.R. 6049 
with Instructions, I was unavoidably absent 
due to a family medical emergency. Had I 
been present, I would have voted ‘‘yea’’. 

On rollcall No. 344, on Passage of H.R. 
6049, the Renewable Energy and Job Cre-
ation Act, I was unavoidably absent due to a 
family medical emergency. Had I been 
present, I would have voted ‘‘no’’. 

On rollcall No. 345, on Motion to Suspend 
the Rules and Pass H.R. 1771, the Crane 
Conservation Act of 2008, as Amended, I was 
unavoidably absent due to a family medical 
emergency. Had I been present, I would have 
voted ‘‘no’’. 

On rollcall No. 346, on Passage of H.R. 
2419, the Farm, Nutrition, and Bioenergy Act, 
Objections of the President Not Withstanding, 
I was unavoidably absent due to a family med-
ical emergency. Had I been present, I would 
have voted ‘‘yea’’. 

On rollcall No. 347, on Motion to Suspend 
the Rules and Pass H.R. 3819, the Veterans 
Emergency Care Fairness Act of 2008 as 
Amended, I was unavoidably absent due to a 
family medical emergency. Had I been 
present, I would have voted ‘‘yea.’’ 

On rollcall No. 348, on Motion to Suspend 
the Rules and Pass H.R. 5826, the Veterans’ 
Compensation Cost-of-Living Adjustment Act 
of 2008, I was unavoidably absent due to a 
family medical emergency. Had I been 
present, I would have voted ‘‘yea.’’ 

On rollcall No. 349, on Motion to Suspend 
the Rules and Pass H.R. 5856, the Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs Medical Facility Au-
thorization and Lease Act, I was unavoidably 
absent due to a family medical emergency. 
Had I been present, I would have voted ‘‘yea’’. 
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EARMARK DECLARATION 

HON. GREG WALDEN 
OF OREGON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 22, 2008 

Mr. WALDEN of Oregon. Madam Speaker, 
consistent with the House Republican Leader-

ship’s policy on earmarks, to the best of my 
knowledge this request (1) is not directed to 
an entity or program that will be named after 
a sitting Member of Congress; and (2) is not 
intended to be used by an entity to secure 
funds for other entities unless the use of fund-
ing is consistent with the specified purpose of 
the earmark. As required by earmark stand-
ards adopted by the House Republican Con-
ference, I submit to the House an explanation 
and justification of this funding in an effort to 
provide as much public disclosure and trans-
parency as possible on congressionally di-
rected funding and earmarks. I hereby submit 
the following information on a project I re-
quested and the House Armed Services Com-
mittee included in H.R. 5658, the Duncan 
Hunter National Defense Authorization Act of 
Fiscal Year 2009. 

Account: Air Force; Research, Development, 
Test & Evaluation. 

Legal Name of Requesting Entity: University 
of Oregon (on behalf of the Oregon Nano-
science and Microtechnology Institute 
(ONAMI) which consists of the University of 
Oregon, Oregon State University, and Portland 
State University). 

Address of Requesting Entity: Attn: Rich 
Linton, Vice President for Research, 203 
Johnson Hall, University of Oregon, Eugene, 
OR 97403. 

Description of Project: H.R. 5658 has au-
thorized $1,000,000 for the Oregon Nano-
science and Microtechnology Institute 
(ONAMI) Safer Nanomaterials and Nanomanu-
facturing Initiative. 26 percent of the funds will 
be used for equipment and 74 percent will be 
used for project expenses associated with per-
sonnel, including: salary, benefits, travel, and 
tuition off sets for research assistants. 

The ONAMI Safer Nanomaterials and Nano-
manufacturing Initiative develops inherently 
safer and greener nanomaterials and nano-
manufacturing methods, which directly impact 
the military’s need for high performance mate-
rials that do not emit unintended wastestreams 
or material hazards. Three general areas of 
activity included within the Initiative are: (1) ra-
tional design of safer and greener materials 
based upon unique properties found at the 
nanoscale, (2) systematic assessment of the 
biological impacts of engineered nanomate-
rials, and (3) development of technology for 
high volume manufacturing and application of 
high-performance nanomaterials. Examples of 
nanomaterials and manufacturing of impor-
tance for military technology include nanoelec-
tronics and nanophotonics, thermoelectric 
coolers, medical diagnostics and therapeutics, 
drinking water purification and environmental 
monitoring & remediation systems. 

The ONAMI Safer Nanomaterials and Safer 
Nanomanufacturing Initiative cost share in-
cludes: state funding of approximately $2.23 
million for research activities; private funding 
of over $2 million (cash and in-kind) from 
Hewlett-Packard, Invitrogen, FEI, and compa-
nies involved in related research efforts; and 
peer-reviewed federal awards and competitive 
awards from foundations, including the Keck 
Foundation, worth several million dollars. 

HONORING STORK MEDICAL AND 
COMMUNITY BLOOD SERVICES 

HON. LYNN A. WESTMORELAND 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 22, 2008 

Mr. WESTMORELAND. Madam Speaker, as 
the brave men and women of the United 
States Armed Forces protect our freedom and 
liberty, it is my belief that the rest of us have 
a responsibility to show our support for their 
sacrifices in spirit and in deed. With this in 
mind, I acknowledge and thank Stork Medical 
and Community Blood Services in Columbus, 
GA, for their generous gift to our military. 

Attempting to make cord blood stem cell 
storage affordable to all of our soldiers is 
praiseworthy. I share their hope, prayer and 
expectation that the cord blood stem cells 
saved from a soldier’s newborn will one day 
serve to repair the wounds a soldier has sus-
tained in battle. I know that these stem cells 
will immediately add a layer of protection for a 
soldier’s family given their proven ability to 
fight leukemia, cancer and many other dis-
eases. It is indeed ironic that a soldier’s help-
less newborn may offer the ultimate protection 
of a soldier’s family. This innovative and self-
less program designed by Stork Medical and 
enthusiastically supported by Community 
Blood Services is a wonderful example of pri-
vate enterprise sharing the burden of our 
troops and not spending a single tax dollar. 

This innovative program offers our wounded 
heroes the hope of future medical miracles 
that may one day restore what was taken from 
them by bullets and bombs. It also offers 
peace of mind for young families that an 
added layer of protection is now available. 
Stork Medical’s program in Georgia’s third 
Congressional District is a shinning example 
of how soldier and civilian alike can stand 
shoulder to shoulder in defense of our country. 

f 

EARMARK DECLARATION 

HON. THELMA D. DRAKE 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 22, 2008 

Mrs. DRAKE. Madam Speaker, In accord-
ance with the earmark standards of the House 
of Representatives, I am submitting the fol-
lowing financial statements for each of my re-
quested projects funded in H.R. 5658, the 
Duncan Hunter National Defense Authorization 
Act of Fiscal Year 2009. 

Project Name: LPD–17. 
Requesting Member: Representative THEL-

MA DRAKE. 
Bill Number: H.R. 5658. 
Account: Shipbuilding and Conversion, 

Navy. 
Legal Name of Requesting Entity: Depart-

ment of the Navy. 
Address of Requesting Entity: Multiple Loca-

tions. 
Description of Request: To increase the 

President’s Budget for the LPD by 
$1,800,000,000. In 2007 Congressional testi-
mony, USMC leaders testified that a force 
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