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whose life tragically ended way too early, as 
the result of an automobile accident. 

Meghan North Lampo of Fairway, Kansas, 
was killed on May 15, 2008, in an automobile 
accident in Overland Park, Kansas. She was 
born on February 12, 1979, in Kansas City, 
Missouri. She was a graduate of St. Paul’s 
Episcopal Day School and St. Theresa’s 
Academy. Meghan earned a bachelor of arts 
in Japanese studies at Earlham College in 
Richmond, Indiana, and spent her junior year 
in Morioka, Japan. She was a student ambas-
sador to Kansas City’s sister city in Kurashiki, 
Japan, a Rotary International scholar in 
Myaboshi, Japan, and participated in the 
Japan Exchange and Teaching Programme, a 
Japanese governmental program in Nagano, 
Japan. 

Meghan was a beautiful young woman who 
loved people from every walk of life and has 
been described as a creative and free spirit 
who loved and lived life to the fullest. She de-
scribed herself as someone who colored out-
side the lines in order to make a masterpiece. 
She had boundless energy and her own sense 
of style, a strong will, a huge heart, and a de-
sire to help others in any way she could. 
Meghan particularly enjoyed volunteering for 
Bacchus Foundation, a philanthropic, social 
and service organization which introduces and 
integrates young adults into Kansas City’s 
civic, cultural and educational communities. As 
Meghan said, ‘‘A little sparkle goes a long way 
these days.’’ She is survived by many friends 
and her family, including her mother, Jane 
Lampo and stepfather, Rick Welsch, of Fair-
way, and her father Joe Lampo of Little Rock, 
Arkansas. 

Madam Speaker, I am pleased to have this 
opportunity to pay tribute to a very special 
young constituent whose life was tragically 
snuffed out when she was much too young. I 
thank you for this opportunity and I know that 
all members of the House of Representatives 
join with me in paying tribute to Meghan North 
Lampo. 
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HONORING EARLIE MAYS 

HON. FORTNEY PETE STARK 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 22, 2008 

Mr. STARK. Madam Speaker, I rise today to 
pay tribute to Earlie Mays, who is retiring from 
his position as International Representative of 
the United Auto Workers, Region 5, after 31 
years of exemplary service. Earlie has been 
based in Fremont, California, through much of 
his career in the labor movement. I have been 
privileged over the years to work with him on 
issues of importance to working men and 
women. 

Upon his graduation from high school in 
1963, Earlie enrolled in Laney Junior College 
in Oakland, California, and soon thereafter he 
was hired at Oakland’s General Motors Plant 
(GM). He always had a great love for the Auto 
Workers’ Union and was fiercely dedicated to 
workers’ rights. He also had a great thirst for 
knowledge with a goal of promoting the wel-
fare of others. In 1970, Earlie took a leave of 
absence from GM and attended the UC 

Berkeley Institute of Industrial Relations, 
where he earned a certificate in Labor Stud-
ies. Immediately upon receiving his certificate, 
he was recruited by the American Federation 
of State, County and Municipal Employees’ 
National Union to organize and service its 
Northern California local unions. During this 
period, Earlie honed his skills as a negotiator, 
grievance handler, organizer, and negotiator of 
collective bargaining agreements. 

Earlie returned to GM, which relocated to 
Fremont, California, and worked himself up 
through the ranks of labor. He was elected to 
various positions, including Alternate Com-
mitteeman, Executive Board Member at Large, 
and Chairperson of the Civil Rights Com-
mittee. He continued his educational endeav-
ors attending United Auto Worker Summer 
Schools and the Walter and May Reuther 
Educational Center in Black Lake, Michigan. 
He frequently conducted classes for rank and 
file members in various subjects. 

In 1973, Earlie was elected Chairman of the 
Bargaining Committee of the General Motors 
Plant in Fremont. In doing so he became the 
youngest person, as well as the first African- 
American, to hold that office. His adept bar-
gaining skills earned respect for the UAW. 

Earlie served for sixteen years as a Com-
missioner on the California Prison Board as an 
appointee of California Governors Jerry Brown 
and George Deukmejian. He has served as 
President of the Western Region A. Philip 
Randolph Institute, as Director of the UAW 
Regional Civil Rights Program, and as a mem-
ber of the NAACP and the American Red 
Cross. 

I join the community in thanking Earlie Mays 
for his exemplary career in labor and his dedi-
cation to community service. 
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CELEBRATING THE 50TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE MONTGOMERY 
COUNTY HUMANE SOCIETY 

HON. CHRIS VAN HOLLEN 
OF MARYLAND 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 22, 2008 

Mr. VAN HOLLEN. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today in recognition of the Montgomery Coun-
ty Humane Society as it celebrates its 50th 
anniversary. Our household is fortunate to 
count Chessie, a golden retriever/yellow lab-
rador mix, as part of our family, and our entire 
community is grateful to the Montgomery 
County Humane Society for providing compas-
sionate animal welfare services in our region 
for half a century. 

Each year, the Montgomery County Hu-
mane Society takes in over 10,000 animals 
and provides assistance to more than 100,000 
local citizens. It offers many critically important 
services in the county such as its nationally 
renowned Adoption/Foster, Spay-Neuter Pro-
grams, as well as the Rescue Partners Pro-
gram, Lost & Found, 24-Emergency Hotline 
Services, Safe Haven Program, and Humane 
Education for both children and adults. 

Madam Speaker, I am pleased to offer my 
congratulations and warmest wishes to the 
Montgomery County Humane Society as it 
celebrates this important milestone. May it 

continue to thrive, shelter all needy animals, 
and find good homes for abandoned animals. 
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SUPPORT FOR THE PALESTINE IN-
VESTMENT CONFERENCE IN 
BETHLEHEM 

HON. HOWARD L. BERMAN 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 22, 2008 

Mr. BERMAN. Madam Speaker, on May 21, 
Palestinian Authority President Mahmoud 
Abbas and Prime Minister Salam Fayyad con-
vened a large gathering of international busi-
ness leaders in Bethlehem to promote invest-
ment in the Palestinian economy. This three- 
day conference, organized by the Palestinian 
Authority, is an important milestone on the 
road to a lasting and secure peace between 
Israelis and Palestinians. 

Earlier this week, Congressman RAHM EM-
MANUEL, the chairman of the Democratic Cau-
cus, and I participated with Speaker NANCY 
PELOSI in a Congressional leadership visit to 
Israel to mark the 60th Anniversary of the 
founding of the Jewish State. During our time 
there, we had the opportunity to meet with 
U.S. diplomatic officials, and my colleague 
spoke by phone with Palestinian Authority offi-
cials to assess the progress of efforts to bring 
peace to that region. 

Following our discussions with Palestinian 
and American officials, we both express our 
strong support for the efforts of President 
Abbas and Prime Minister Fayyad to chart a 
course of moderation and tolerance and de-
velop an economy and society that provides 
hope and opportunity for the Palestinian peo-
ple. The international community must support 
efforts, like this investment conference, which 
are designed to improve the lives of peoples 
in the region. 

Madam Speaker, in this regard, we note our 
strong appreciation for the participation of 
business leaders from throughout the region, 
including Israel, Egypt, Jordan, Turkey, and 
the Arab Gulf states. We express our thanks 
to the Government of Israel for its efforts to 
make the conference a success, including by 
making the travel of so many participants pos-
sible. This conference is a demonstration of 
what is possible in this troubled region when 
people work together for a common good and 
reject the forces of extremism. 

We express our thanks to major U.S. cor-
porations that have joined the Palestinian Au-
thority in this effort, including Cisco, Intel, Mar-
riott and Coca-Cola. When they create jobs, 
spur investment, and strengthen communities, 
these corporations are truly furthering the 
cause of peace. 

Madam Speaker, a recent World Bank re-
port put unemployment in the West Bank and 
Gaza at more than 23 percent. This young 
and rapidly expanding labor force presents 
both an opportunity and a challenge for those 
of us who seek to promote the cause of 
peace. If these young people can find jobs, 
support a family and become part of the global 
economy, they will be a force for peace. The 
durability of the bonds between the Israeli and 
Palestinian business communities is testimony 
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