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jeopardizing their loved ones. In addition, 
most American citizens do not carry docu-
mentation that proves their citizenship. If 
you proceed with this approach, a great 
many U.S. citizens will be kept off of evacu-
ation buses because they failed to bring their 
passports and birth certificates when they 
fled their homes. To put such people on Bor-
der Patrol buses and subject them to immi-
gration enforcement, possibly separating 
them from their family members in a time of 
crisis, is foolish and offensive. 

We have written to you on this subject in 
the past, when your decision not to suspend 
immigration enforcement in the wake of 
Hurricane Katrina made this the first Ad-
ministration of either party to jeopardize 
the safety of disaster victims by conducting 
immigration enforcement during a rescue 
and relief operation, We have pointed out 
publicly that insisting on immigration en-
forcement in a time of crisis will jeopardize 
the safety of the American public by under-
cutting public confidence in vitally impor-
tant public safety and public health initia-
tives. To put it bluntly, if the next major 
crisis is a flu epidemic, the actions of your 
agency will guarantee that major segments 
of the population will not come forward for 
vaccinations out of fear of immigration en-
forcement. 

This tactic by the Border Patrol is not 
simply offensive, it is dangerous, and we are 
shocked and outraged that it has proceeded 
this far. We urge you in the strongest pos-
sible terms to suspend it immediately, and 
reassure the public that the United States 
will not undercut our security in a time of 
crisis by asking for papers before taking peo-
ple to safety. 

Sincerely, 
KAREN NARASAKI, 

Asian American Jus-
tice Center. 

ROSA ROSALES, 
League of United 

Latin American Citi-
zens. 

JOHN TRASVINA, 
Mexican American 

Legal Defense and 
Educational Fund. 

ARTURO VARGAS, 
National Association 

of Latino Elected 
and Appointed Offi-
cials. 

JANET MURGUÍA, 
National Council of La 

Raza. 

AGRIPROCESSORS FACT SHEET 

COMPANY SUMMARY 

Agriprocessors is one of the world’s largest 
kosher meat producers. The company is 
based in Postville, Iowa, where it employs 
over 800 people and produces beef, poultry, 
turkey, and lamb. The company has a small-
er plant in Gordon, Nebraska, which employs 
roughly 100. Agriprocessors produces meat 
products under brands such as Aaron’s Best, 
Aaron’s Choice, and Rubashkin’s. The com-
pany’s products are sold at well-known re-
tailers such as Trader Joe’s and Albertsons. 

The plant has been the center of con-
troversy for a variety of issues, including 
health and safety at the plant, environ-
mental issues, food safety, and animal wel-
fare. 

HEALTH AND SAFETY ISSUES 

In the period of April 2001 to February 2006, 
OSHA records show no less than 20 violations 
at Agriprocessors, a meatpacking plant in 

Postville, Iowa. Of these, 12 were identified 
by OSHA as serious. An examination of 
OSHA injury logs at the plant reveals over 
five amputations along with dozens of other 
serious injuries such as broken bones, eye in-
juries, and hearing loss. 

On March 20, 2008, the Iowa Occupational 
Health and Safety Agency (IOSHA) charged 
Agriprocessors with 39 new health and safety 
violations with fines totaling $180,000. For 
perspective, in 2007, IOSHA issued 19 viola-
tions for all meatpacking plants in Iowa 
with fines totaling over $120,000. The new ci-
tations at Agriprocessors range from ampu-
tation risks, fire hazards, electric shock 
risks, and improperly labeled hazardous 
chemicals. 

Numerous reports in the media and an in-
vestigation by an independent commission of 
Rabbis have revealed numerous cases of 
worker mistreatment including lack of 
training, job favoritism, and unsafe condi-
tions. 

In January 2008, the U.S. Court of Appeals 
ruled that Agriprocessors must obey a Na-
tional Labor Relations Board (NLRB) ruling 
to bargain. Agriprocessors refused to bargain 
in September 2005, after a large majority of 
its distribution center workers voted to join 
the United Food and Commercial Workers 
International Union (UFCW). Agriprocessors 
argued that, despite having hired them, 
many of these employees were undocu-
mented and therefore they could not vote or 
belong to a union. The NLRB ruled against 
Agriprocessors, maintaining that every em-
ployee, regardless of immigration status, has 
a collective bargaining vote. 

ENVIRONMENT 

On August 30, 2006, Agriprocessors, Inc., 
signed a consent agreement with the United 
States Environmental Protection Agency 
(EPA), following a lawsuit arising out of al-
leged violations of the Clean Water Act. The 
agreement included specific monitoring and 
reporting provisions by which the company 
is required to abide. According to a docu-
ment obtained by the UFCW through a Free-
dom of Information Act (FOIA) request, 
Agriprocessors was in violation of some or 
all of those requirements as of March 29, 
2007. A telephone conversation with the EPA 
on August 28, 2007 indicated that 
Agriprocessors notified the EPA that the 
company had recently completed the re-
quired audit. It is unclear if the EPA con-
siders Agriprocessors tardy in completing 
the audit and what penalties, if any, will be 
levied. Any findings and recommendations 
from the audit are also unknown at this 
time. 

In a separate letter from the EPA to the 
Iowa Department of Natural Resources 
(IDNR) concerning Agriprocessors’ NPDES 
permit renewal, the EPA raised concerns 
about compliance with the Clean Water Act 
at the Postville plant (see attachment). 

FOOD SAFETY 

Various food safety problems have been 
documented at both Agriprocessors’ facili-
ties, the main plant in Postville, IA and a 
smaller plant in Gordon, NE. These reports 
were based on documents from the USDA’s 
Food Safety and Inspection Service (FSIS) 
and revealed a variety of issues, including 
multiple violations related to monitoring 
procedures for BSE, or ‘‘mad cow.’’ The FSIS 
also issued citations for sewage problems, 
fecal and bile contamination of beef and 
poultry along with foreign objects, and some 
metallic found during sausage and poultry 
production. Issues at the Postville plant led 
one FSIS official to issue a Letter of Warn-

ing and to comment in the letter, ‘‘These 
findings lead us to question your ability to 
maintain sanitary conditions, and to produce 
a safe and wholesome product.’’ 
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HONORING MR. FRANK WOODRUFF 
BUCKLES AND ALL WHO SERVED 
OUR NATION 

HON. EMANUEL CLEAVER 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, May 22, 2008 

Mr. CLEAVER. Madam Speaker, I rise out 
of a deep respect for our Nation’s sons and 
daughters whom we honor each year on Me-
morial Day. On May 26, 2008, the people of 
our United States will observe the memory of 
our men and women in uniform, who, through-
out our history, made the ultimate sacrifice out 
of service to our great Nation. 

In Kansas City, Missouri, we will gather at 
Liberty Memorial, the National World War I 
Museum, to reflect and honor our dead. Mr. 
Frank Woodruff Buckles, from Missouri, is the 
last known surviving American World War I 
veteran and will be present for the ceremony. 
Mr. Buckles witnessed the evolution of our 
country from isolation, depression, immigra-
tion, to liberation. He was part of a generation 
who saw all Americans receive the right to 
vote. He experienced the technological trans-
formation and globalization of our country. He 
also saw the heartache and ugliness of war. 

Ninety-one years ago, our doughboys left 
home to engage in the War to End All Wars. 
Like Harry S. Truman, another Missourian, Mr. 
Buckles had to manipulate the rules to enlist 
during World War I. Truman had to memorize 
an eye chart; at age 16, Mr. Buckles had to 
exaggerate his age. Private Buckles joined the 
Army and was detailed to the 1st Fort Riley 
Casual Detachment. He soon arrived in the-
ater where he saw duty as an ambulance driv-
er in England, France and Germany. During 
part of the conflict he was assigned the re-
sponsibility of guarding German prisoners and 
returned home with the rank of Corporal. 

Nearly 4,744,000 Americans defended their 
country abroad during World War I, and 
116,000 made the ultimate sacrifice. After the 
war, the compassionate people of Greater 
Kansas City raised enough money in 11 days 
to build the Liberty Memorial. At the dedication 
of the Liberty Memorial, General of the Armies 
John J. Pershing, Commander of the Amer-
ican Expeditionary Forces in World War I, stat-
ed: ‘‘The memorial also symbolizes the obliga-
tion that rests upon present and future genera-
tions to preserve that for which those men and 
women offered their all, and from many of 
whom the supreme sacrifice was accepted. 
May their memory live on, and may every 
American who looks upon this noble edifice be 
inspired by their devotion.’’ 

We were naive in those days to think that 
World War I would be the last World War. Mr. 
Frank Woodruff Buckles saw the Second 
World War first hand as well. As a civilian he 
was employed by the White Star steamship 
line. While working in Manila in 1941, the Jap-
anese forces attacked and took him prisoner. 
Three and a half years later he was freed by 
the 11th Airborne Division and returned to the 
United States. 
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Mr. Buckles’ presence at the Liberty Memo-

rial on Memorial Day is a reminder to all 
Americans that our country has been repatri-
ated by the sacrifices of our veterans. Memo-
rial Day is our national holiday of mourning in-
tended to honor those who valiantly served 
our great Nation. As we gather in honor of 
generations of Americans who lost their lives 
in battle, we turn to our veterans to extend our 
gratitude, and bow our heads in memory of 
comrades lost. 

Madam Speaker, I urge my colleagues to 
please join me in saluting Mr. Frank Woodruff 
Buckles, a true American patriot, and all of our 
veterans who died In service, and those who 
survived to make America a better place to 
live. 

f 

EARMARK DECLARATION 

HON. KENNY C. HULSHOF 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 22, 2008 

Mr. HULSHOF. Madam Speaker, I submit 
the following: 

Requesting Member: Congressman KENNY 
HULSHOF. 

Bill Number: H.R. 5658, Duncan Hunter Na-
tional Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal 
Year 2009. 

Account: Aircraft Procurement, Air Force, 
Budget Activity 02, Airlift Aircraft, C–17. 

Legal Name of Requesting Entity: The Boe-
ing Company. 

Address of Requesting Entity: The Boeing 
Company, P.O. Box 516, St. Louis, MO, 
63166. 

Description of Request: The C–17 is the 
world’s most effective and flexible strategic/ 
tactical airlifter. The C–17 has revolutionized 
the movement of troops and equipment into 
battle by allowing their delivery to parts of the 
world that were previously not accessible by 
conventional airlifters. As per Air Force Un-
funded Priority List (UPL) #6, C–17 (+ 15 air-
craft), $3.9B, procures 15 C–17s, keeping only 
active strategic airlift production line open (and 
part of ‘‘required’’ force as per this UPL). 
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HONORING CONGRESSIONAL CER-
TIFICATE OF MERIT RECIPIENT 
KARLYNDA JOHNSON 

HON. JOHN R. CARTER 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 22, 2008 

Mr. CARTER. Madam Speaker, I would like 
to take this opportunity to recognize the suc-
cesses and achievements of Karlynda John-
son, who has received the Congressional Cer-
tificate of Merit award at Killeen High School 
in Killeen, Texas. Karlynda has shown excep-
tional leadership qualities through her involve-
ment in numerous activities which makes her 
a great candidate for this award. 

Karlynda is involved in numerous volunteer 
activities such as Camp Celebration, the City 
of Nolanville, and she is a Book Room volun-
teer at her school. On top of all of her volun-

teer activities, Karlynda is one of the top stu-
dents in her class of 385. 

I congratulate Karlynda Johnson for her 
achievements in school and in her community 
and am proud to represent such talented and 
dedicated people in the 31st District of Texas. 

f 

PLUMBERS LOCAL UNION 210 
BANQUET 

HON. PETER J. VISCLOSKY 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 22, 2008 

Mr. VISCLOSKY. Madam Speaker, it is with 
great sincerity and respect that I offer con-
gratulations to several of Northwest Indiana’s 
most talented, dedicated, and hardworking in-
dividuals. On Friday, June 6, 2008, the Plumb-
ers Local Union 210 will honor the graduating 
class of 2008 at the Annual Apprentice Grad-
uation Banquet, which will be held at the Patio 
Banquet Hall in Merrillville, Indiana. 

At this year’s banquet, the Plumbers Local 
Union 210 will recognize and honor the 2008 
apprentice graduates. The individuals who 
have completed the apprentice training in 
2008 are: Sonny Armato, Ben Buchholz, Nick 
Goodman, Chad Hofferth, Timothy LaMere, 
Mario Lopez, Robert Matthews, Kamilah Wea-
ver, Jacob Wesley, and David Young. 

Northwest Indiana has a rich history of ex-
cellence in its craftsmanship and loyalty by its 
tradesmen. These graduates are outstanding 
examples of each. They have mastered their 
trade and have demonstrated their loyalty to 
both the union and the community through 
their hard work and selfless dedication. 

Madam Speaker, I ask that you and my 
other distinguished colleagues join me in con-
gratulating these dedicated and hardworking 
individuals. Along with the other men and 
women of Northwest Indiana’s unions, these 
individuals have committed themselves to 
making a significant contribution to the growth 
and development of the economy of the First 
Congressional District, and I am very proud to 
represent them in Washington, DC. 

f 

HONORING OUR HEROES ON 
MEMORIAL DAY 

HON. MIKE PENCE 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 22, 2008 

Mr. PENCE. Madam Speaker, I rise today to 
pay a debt to those we could never repay . . . 
the brave men and women of the United 
States Armed Forces, both past and present. 
It was their duty to serve, and with Memorial 
Day 2008 on the horizon, it is our duty to re-
member. 

In a tradition that began just 3 years after 
the end of the Civil War, Americans set aside 
the 30th day of May each year to remember 
the sacrifice made by our service men and 
women who died while defending freedom. 

On May 30, 1868, flowers were placed on 
the graves of Union and Confederate soldiers 
at Arlington National Cemetery. That practice 

has continued for over 130 years as millions 
of Americans have laid flowers on the graves 
of soldiers from World War II, Vietnam and as 
recently as the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan. 

Madam Speaker, I would like to pay special 
remembrance today to the soldiers, marines 
and guardsmen from the Sixth Congressional 
District of Indiana who made the ultimate sac-
rifice while serving our country in Operation 
Iraqi Freedom and Operation Enduring Free-
dom. 

U.S. SERVICE MEMBERS KILLED IN IRAQ 
Matthew R. Smith: Smith died May 10, 

2003, in a vehicle accident in Kuwait. Age: 20. 
Hometown: Anderson, Ind. Died: 05/10/2003. 
Service: Marine Corps. Rank: Lance Corporal 
(E–3). Unit: reservist, assigned to Detachment 
1, Communications Company, Headquarters 
and Service Battalion, 4th Force Service Sup-
port Group, Peru, Ind. 

Shawn D. Pahnke: Pahnke was killed June 
16, 2003, by a sniper while on patrol. Age: 25. 
Hometown: Shelbyville, Ind. Died: 06/16/2003. 
Service: Army. Rank: Private (E–2). Unit: 
Company C, 1st Battalion, 37th Armored Regi-
ment, 1st Armored Division, Friedberg, Ger-
many. 

Chad L. Keith: Keith was killed July 7, 2003, 
when a roadside bomb exploded as his unit 
patrolled the streets of Baghdad. Age: 21. 
Hometown: Batesville, Ind. Died: 07/07/2003. 
Service: Army. Rank: Specialist (E–4). Unit: 2– 
325th Infantry, Company D, Fort Bragg, NC. 

Frederick L. Miller Jr.: Miller was killed Sept. 
20, 2003, when an improvised explosive de-
vice hit his vehicle. Age: 27. Hometown: Ha-
gerstown, Ind. Died: 09/20/2003. Service: 
Army. Rank: Staff Sergeant (E–6). Unit: Troop 
K, 3rd Squadron, 3rd Armored Cavalry Regi-
ment, Fort Carson, Colo. 

Robert E. Colvill, Jr.: Colvill was among five 
soldiers killed July 8, 2004, in Baghdad. All 
were in the Iraqi National Guard Headquarters 
when it came under a mortar attack. Age: 31. 
Hometown: Anderson, Ind. Died: 07/08/2004. 
Service: Army. Rank: Sergeant (E–5). Unit: 1st 
Battalion, 26th Infantry Regiment, 1st Infantry 
Division, Schweinfurt, Germany. 

Raymond L. White: White died Nov. 12, 
2004, in Baghdad when his patrol was at-
tacked with small arms fire. Age: 22. Home-
town: Elwood, Ind. Died: 11/12/2004. Service: 
Army. Rank: Specialist (E-4). Unit: 1st Bat-
talion, 8th Cavalry Regiment (Armor), 1st Cav-
alry Division, Fort Hood, Texas. 

Scott Zubowski: Zubowski died when a 
roadside bomb exploded during combat oper-
ations near Fallujah in Iraq’s Al Anbar prov-
ince on Nov. 12, 2005. Age: 20. Hometown: 
Manchester, Ind. Boyhood Hometown: New 
Castle, Ind. Died: 11/12/2005. Service: Marine 
Corps. Rank: Lance Corporal (E-3). Unit: 2nd 
Battalion, 7th Marine Regiment, 1st Marine Di-
vision, 1st Marine Expeditionary Force. 

Michael A. Bechert: Bechert was mortally 
wounded when his vehicle struck an impro-
vised explosive device in Baghdad, Iraq on 
May 30, 2007. He was transferred to Fort Sam 
Houston Hospital in San Antonio, Texas, 
where he died on June 14, 2007. Age: 24. 
Hometown: Schweinfurt, Germany. Boyhood 
Hometown: New Castle, Ind. Died: 06/14/ 
2007. Service: Army. Rank: Staff Sergeant (E- 
6). Unit: 1st Battalion, 18th Infantry Regiment, 
2d Brigade Combat Team, 1st Infantry Divi-
sion, Schweinfurt, Germany. 
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