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and scientists who are persistently working to 
bring knowledge, ingenuity and hard work to-
gether to move our country toward energy 
independence. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. XAVIER BECERRA 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 22, 2008 

Mr. BECERRA. Madam Speaker, on 
Wednesday, May 21, 2008, I was unable to 
cast my floor vote on rollcall vote 341. 

Had I been present for the votes, I would 
have voted ‘‘aye’’ for rollcall vote 341. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO U–2 PILOTS 

HON. CIRO D. RODRIGUEZ 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 22, 2008 

Mr. RODRIGUEZ. Madam Speaker, I rise to 
recognize the heroic feats and commendable 
military service of 11 U–2 pilots of the 4080th 
Strategic Reconnaissance Wing. Based out of 
Laughlin Air Force Base in Del Rio, Texas, 
these men weathered great danger in flying 
critical surveillance missions over the Carib-
bean during the height of the Cold War. 

On October 14, 1962, their efforts provided 
the first convincing evidence that Soviet me-
dium range ballistic missiles were present in 
Cuba; and thanks to their courage, our country 
was able to recognize and navigate one of the 
greatest national security threats of the 20th 
century, the Cuban Missile Crisis. At great 
personal risk, the unit exposed some of the 
deepest and darkest secrets of our country’s 
adversaries. 

Named ‘‘Operation Brass Knob’’, this distin-
guished group of pilots ventured over Cuban 
airspace armed only with cameras. Declas-
sified documents and the pilots’ personal ac-
counts reveal that each was engaged by the 
enemy; indeed, on the 27th U–2 flight over 
Cuba, and during the pinnacle of the crisis, 
Major Rudolf Anderson Jr. was shot down and 
killed by a strategic air missile. Nevertheless, 
the intelligence photographs these pilots com-
piled gave President Kennedy the information 
needed to initiate a naval blockade of Cuba 
and ultimately dissuade the Soviet Union. 

On November 26, 1962, President Kennedy 
awarded the 4080th Strategic Reconnaissance 
Wing with the Air Force Outstanding Unit 
Award. Kennedy nobly remarked, ‘‘The work 
of this unit has contributed as much to the se-
curity of the United States as any unit in our 
history, and any group of men in our history!’’ 

While President Kennedy’s decisionmaking 
during the Cuban Missile crisis is properly 
designated as lore, the 11 U–2 pilots have 
spent the past 45 years in relatively humble 
obscurity. Because of the sensitivity of their 
mission, most of these men were denied the 
public praise and recognition warranted by 
their mission. 

And so today I applaud the Val Verde His-
torical Commission for its decision to honor 

these men by placing a commemorative his-
torical marker in Del Rio, TX, on behalf of the 
11 pilots of Operation Brass Knob: Majors Ru-
dolf Anderson Jr., Buddy L. Brown, Edwin G. 
Emerling, Richard S. Heyser, James A. 
Qualls, and Captains George M. Bull, Roger 
H. Herman, Charles W. Kern, Gerald E. 
Mcllmoyle, Robert L. Primrose, and Daniel W. 
Schmarr. A ceremony will take place May 23, 
2008, and five of the six surviving pilots will be 
in attendance. 

As we approach Memorial Day, let us 
pause, reflect, and give thanks for the efforts 
of our men in uniform, both those whose ef-
forts will be infamous and those whose service 
will be unheralded by the public at large. I am 
proud to represent the district from which the 
men of Operation Brass Knob staged their val-
iant flights, and I wish to congratulate them on 
their upcoming recognition. 

f 

INTRODUCTION OF COHEN–ISSA 
LIBEL TOURISM LEGISLATION 

HON. STEVE COHEN 
OF TENNESSEE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 22, 2008 

Mr. COHEN. Madam Speaker, today, I, 
along with Congressman DARRELL ISSA, intro-
duced a bill that would address the phe-
nomenon of ‘‘libel tourism,’’ which occurs 
when plaintiffs seek judgments from foreign 
courts against American authors and pub-
lishers for making allegedly defamatory state-
ments, often to get around first amendment- 
based constraints on American defamation 
law. This phenomenon threatens to undermine 
our Nation’s core free speech principles. U.S. 
law places a higher burden on certain defama-
tion plaintiffs and with respect to certain types 
of allegedly defamatory speech in order to 
safeguard first amendment-protected speech. 
Other countries, including those that generally 
share our legal tradition, provide no such pro-
tection, and American authors and publishers 
should not be forced to restrict their speech to 
comport with more limited foreign standards. 

Our legislation will codify the principle that, 
while U.S. courts will normally enforce the 
judgments of foreign courts, they should not 
do so when foreign judgments undermine our 
Constitution. Specifically, our bill prohibits U.S. 
courts from recognizing or enforcing foreign 
defamation judgments that do not comport 
with the first amendment. This is a straight-
forward solution that is designed to discourage 
foreign defamation plaintiffs from filing suit 
against American authors and publishers in 
foreign courts and instead encourage them to 
tile suit in the United States. 

I would like to thank the Association of 
American Publishers and the Media Law Re-
source Center for their valuable feedback dur-
ing the drafting of this bill and for their support 
for this legislation. I urge my colleagues to be-
come cosponsors of this bill. 

HONORING STATE CHAMPION 
WRESTLER BYRON TATE OF 
CLINTON HIGH SCHOOL 

HON. BRUCE L. BRALEY 
OF IOWA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 22, 2008 

Mr. BRALEY of Iowa. Madam Speaker, I 
rise today to recognize the outstanding results 
achieved by Clinton High School wrestler 
Byron Tate. This winter Byron captured the 
Iowa Class 3A Individual Wrestling Champion-
ship in the 215 pound weight class. 

Byron won a thrilling championship match. 
He defeated his final opponent in a 5–2 deci-
sion. 

Madam Speaker, I am extremely proud of 
the accomplishments of Byron and the Clinton 
High School Wrestling team, both on and off 
the court. Perhaps Paul ‘‘Bear’’ Bryant, the 
late, great coach of the Alabama Crimson Tide 
football team said it best: ‘‘Show class, have 
pride, and display character. If you do, winning 
takes care of itself’’ This year, Byron Tate and 
Clinton High School proved just that. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO PROFESSOR SAUL 
FRIEDLANDER 

HON. HENRY A. WAXMAN 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 22, 2008 

Mr. WAXMAN. Madam Speaker, it is my 
pleasure to congratulate UCLA history pro-
fessor Saul Friedlander, who was recently 
awarded the Pulitzer Prize in General Non-Fic-
tion for his work, The Years of Extermination: 
Nazi Germany and the Jews, 1939–1945. 

Professor Friedlander was born to German- 
speaking Jewish parents in Prague in 1932 
and raised in France during the Nazi occupa-
tion. Not until 1946 did he discover that his 
parents perished at Auschwitz. After immi-
grating to Israel at the time of its birth as a na-
tion, he was able to pursue his passion for 
knowledge. After studying in Israel and Paris, 
he received his Ph.D. from the Graduate Insti-
tute of International Studies in Geneva. 

In 1983, Saul Friedlander served as a vis-
iting professor at my alma mater, the Univer-
sity of California, Los Angeles. Four years 
later he was invited to join the faculty full time, 
receiving the 1939 Club Chair in Holocaust 
Studies. He later founded the influential jour-
nal, History and Memory and has established 
himself as one of the world’s premier Holo-
caust historians. 

Professor Friedlander has authored multiple 
titles on the Holocaust, including Nazi Ger-
many and the Jews, The Years of Persecu-
tion: 1933–1939, which is considered to be the 
definitive work on the period. It led to a Mac-
Arthur Foundation Award, which he used to 
research and write his Pulitzer-winning vol-
ume. That work vividly depicts Jewish life 
throughout all of Europe and provides a mod-
ern understanding of the enactment of anti-Se-
mitic policies in the World War II era. 

Professor Friedlander’s work is not limited to 
the academic, however; he has also served on 

VerDate Mar 15 2010 11:47 Dec 21, 2010 Jkt 069102 PO 00000 Frm 00038 Fmt 0689 Sfmt 9920 E:\BR08\E23MY8.001 E23MY8w
w

oo
ds

2 
on

 D
S

K
1D

X
X

6B
1P

R
O

D
 w

ith
 B

O
U

N
D

 R
E

C
O

R
D


		Superintendent of Documents
	2020-02-12T20:11:02-0500
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




