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and scientists who are persistently working to 
bring knowledge, ingenuity and hard work to-
gether to move our country toward energy 
independence. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. XAVIER BECERRA 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 22, 2008 

Mr. BECERRA. Madam Speaker, on 
Wednesday, May 21, 2008, I was unable to 
cast my floor vote on rollcall vote 341. 

Had I been present for the votes, I would 
have voted ‘‘aye’’ for rollcall vote 341. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO U–2 PILOTS 

HON. CIRO D. RODRIGUEZ 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 22, 2008 

Mr. RODRIGUEZ. Madam Speaker, I rise to 
recognize the heroic feats and commendable 
military service of 11 U–2 pilots of the 4080th 
Strategic Reconnaissance Wing. Based out of 
Laughlin Air Force Base in Del Rio, Texas, 
these men weathered great danger in flying 
critical surveillance missions over the Carib-
bean during the height of the Cold War. 

On October 14, 1962, their efforts provided 
the first convincing evidence that Soviet me-
dium range ballistic missiles were present in 
Cuba; and thanks to their courage, our country 
was able to recognize and navigate one of the 
greatest national security threats of the 20th 
century, the Cuban Missile Crisis. At great 
personal risk, the unit exposed some of the 
deepest and darkest secrets of our country’s 
adversaries. 

Named ‘‘Operation Brass Knob’’, this distin-
guished group of pilots ventured over Cuban 
airspace armed only with cameras. Declas-
sified documents and the pilots’ personal ac-
counts reveal that each was engaged by the 
enemy; indeed, on the 27th U–2 flight over 
Cuba, and during the pinnacle of the crisis, 
Major Rudolf Anderson Jr. was shot down and 
killed by a strategic air missile. Nevertheless, 
the intelligence photographs these pilots com-
piled gave President Kennedy the information 
needed to initiate a naval blockade of Cuba 
and ultimately dissuade the Soviet Union. 

On November 26, 1962, President Kennedy 
awarded the 4080th Strategic Reconnaissance 
Wing with the Air Force Outstanding Unit 
Award. Kennedy nobly remarked, ‘‘The work 
of this unit has contributed as much to the se-
curity of the United States as any unit in our 
history, and any group of men in our history!’’ 

While President Kennedy’s decisionmaking 
during the Cuban Missile crisis is properly 
designated as lore, the 11 U–2 pilots have 
spent the past 45 years in relatively humble 
obscurity. Because of the sensitivity of their 
mission, most of these men were denied the 
public praise and recognition warranted by 
their mission. 

And so today I applaud the Val Verde His-
torical Commission for its decision to honor 

these men by placing a commemorative his-
torical marker in Del Rio, TX, on behalf of the 
11 pilots of Operation Brass Knob: Majors Ru-
dolf Anderson Jr., Buddy L. Brown, Edwin G. 
Emerling, Richard S. Heyser, James A. 
Qualls, and Captains George M. Bull, Roger 
H. Herman, Charles W. Kern, Gerald E. 
Mcllmoyle, Robert L. Primrose, and Daniel W. 
Schmarr. A ceremony will take place May 23, 
2008, and five of the six surviving pilots will be 
in attendance. 

As we approach Memorial Day, let us 
pause, reflect, and give thanks for the efforts 
of our men in uniform, both those whose ef-
forts will be infamous and those whose service 
will be unheralded by the public at large. I am 
proud to represent the district from which the 
men of Operation Brass Knob staged their val-
iant flights, and I wish to congratulate them on 
their upcoming recognition. 

f 

INTRODUCTION OF COHEN–ISSA 
LIBEL TOURISM LEGISLATION 

HON. STEVE COHEN 
OF TENNESSEE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 22, 2008 

Mr. COHEN. Madam Speaker, today, I, 
along with Congressman DARRELL ISSA, intro-
duced a bill that would address the phe-
nomenon of ‘‘libel tourism,’’ which occurs 
when plaintiffs seek judgments from foreign 
courts against American authors and pub-
lishers for making allegedly defamatory state-
ments, often to get around first amendment- 
based constraints on American defamation 
law. This phenomenon threatens to undermine 
our Nation’s core free speech principles. U.S. 
law places a higher burden on certain defama-
tion plaintiffs and with respect to certain types 
of allegedly defamatory speech in order to 
safeguard first amendment-protected speech. 
Other countries, including those that generally 
share our legal tradition, provide no such pro-
tection, and American authors and publishers 
should not be forced to restrict their speech to 
comport with more limited foreign standards. 

Our legislation will codify the principle that, 
while U.S. courts will normally enforce the 
judgments of foreign courts, they should not 
do so when foreign judgments undermine our 
Constitution. Specifically, our bill prohibits U.S. 
courts from recognizing or enforcing foreign 
defamation judgments that do not comport 
with the first amendment. This is a straight-
forward solution that is designed to discourage 
foreign defamation plaintiffs from filing suit 
against American authors and publishers in 
foreign courts and instead encourage them to 
tile suit in the United States. 

I would like to thank the Association of 
American Publishers and the Media Law Re-
source Center for their valuable feedback dur-
ing the drafting of this bill and for their support 
for this legislation. I urge my colleagues to be-
come cosponsors of this bill. 

HONORING STATE CHAMPION 
WRESTLER BYRON TATE OF 
CLINTON HIGH SCHOOL 

HON. BRUCE L. BRALEY 
OF IOWA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 22, 2008 

Mr. BRALEY of Iowa. Madam Speaker, I 
rise today to recognize the outstanding results 
achieved by Clinton High School wrestler 
Byron Tate. This winter Byron captured the 
Iowa Class 3A Individual Wrestling Champion-
ship in the 215 pound weight class. 

Byron won a thrilling championship match. 
He defeated his final opponent in a 5–2 deci-
sion. 

Madam Speaker, I am extremely proud of 
the accomplishments of Byron and the Clinton 
High School Wrestling team, both on and off 
the court. Perhaps Paul ‘‘Bear’’ Bryant, the 
late, great coach of the Alabama Crimson Tide 
football team said it best: ‘‘Show class, have 
pride, and display character. If you do, winning 
takes care of itself’’ This year, Byron Tate and 
Clinton High School proved just that. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO PROFESSOR SAUL 
FRIEDLANDER 

HON. HENRY A. WAXMAN 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 22, 2008 

Mr. WAXMAN. Madam Speaker, it is my 
pleasure to congratulate UCLA history pro-
fessor Saul Friedlander, who was recently 
awarded the Pulitzer Prize in General Non-Fic-
tion for his work, The Years of Extermination: 
Nazi Germany and the Jews, 1939–1945. 

Professor Friedlander was born to German- 
speaking Jewish parents in Prague in 1932 
and raised in France during the Nazi occupa-
tion. Not until 1946 did he discover that his 
parents perished at Auschwitz. After immi-
grating to Israel at the time of its birth as a na-
tion, he was able to pursue his passion for 
knowledge. After studying in Israel and Paris, 
he received his Ph.D. from the Graduate Insti-
tute of International Studies in Geneva. 

In 1983, Saul Friedlander served as a vis-
iting professor at my alma mater, the Univer-
sity of California, Los Angeles. Four years 
later he was invited to join the faculty full time, 
receiving the 1939 Club Chair in Holocaust 
Studies. He later founded the influential jour-
nal, History and Memory and has established 
himself as one of the world’s premier Holo-
caust historians. 

Professor Friedlander has authored multiple 
titles on the Holocaust, including Nazi Ger-
many and the Jews, The Years of Persecu-
tion: 1933–1939, which is considered to be the 
definitive work on the period. It led to a Mac-
Arthur Foundation Award, which he used to 
research and write his Pulitzer-winning vol-
ume. That work vividly depicts Jewish life 
throughout all of Europe and provides a mod-
ern understanding of the enactment of anti-Se-
mitic policies in the World War II era. 

Professor Friedlander’s work is not limited to 
the academic, however; he has also served on 
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commissions working to shed light on the Hol-
ocaust-era activities of corporations and gov-
ernments. 

I ask my colleagues to join me in recog-
nizing the ongoing work of Saul Friedlander 
and his dedication to educating students and 
the global community, researching the Holo-
caust, and putting the indescribable into 
words. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO CONGRESSMAN JOHN 
SHIMKUS ON THE OCCASION OF 
HIS RETIREMENT FROM THE 
ARMY RESERVE 

HON. STEVE BUYER 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 22, 2008 

Mr. BUYER. Madam Speaker, today I rise to 
pay tribute to a distinguished and dedicated 
military officer who has served this Nation with 
great honor and distinction. Congressman 
JOHN SHIMKUS will retire as a lieutenant colo-
nel from the United States Army Reserve on 
June 1, 2008, after nearly three decades of 
exemplary service in the United States Army 
and the United States Army Reserve. His ca-
reer is a great example of the ideals that we 
expect and cherish from our Warrior-Citizens. 
Thanks to his service to our Nation, we all live 
a little freer and we are all more secure in our 
rights and duties as citizens of the greatest 
nation in the world. Today, I’m proud to take 
a few minutes to read a resolution I introduced 
to this Congress today to honor the out-
standing career of Lieutenant Colonel JOHN 
SHIMKUS. 
A RESOLUTION IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTA-

TIVES HONORING THE SERVICE AND ACCOM-
PLISHMENTS OF LIEUTENANT COLONEL JOHN 
M. SHIMKUS, UNITED STATES ARMY RE-
SERVE 
Whereas Lieutenant Colonel John M. 

Shimkus, United States Army Reserve, was 
born on February 21, 1958, in East St. Louis, 
Illinois; 

Whereas Lieutenant Colonel Shimkus 
graduated from the United States Military 
Academy at West Point, New York, in 1980 
with a bachelor’s degree in general engineer-
ing; 

Whereas Lieutenant Colonel Shimkus 
graduated from Southern Illinois University 
in Edwardsville, Illinois, in 1997, with a mas-
ter of business administration; 

Whereas Lieutenant Colonel Shimkus is a 
graduate of the Infantry Officer Basic 
Course, Infantry Mortar Platoon Officers 
Course, Jungle Warfare School, Airborne 
School, Ranger School, Infantry Officer Ad-
vanced Course, and the Master Fitness 
Trainer Course; 

Whereas Lieutenant Colonel Shimkus is a 
graduate of the Reserve Component Com-
bined Armed Services Staff School; 

Whereas Lieutenant Colonel Shimkus at-
tended the Reserve Component Command 
and General Staff College; 

Whereas following Lieutenant Colonel 
Shimkus’s entry into the Army, he served at 
the tip of the spear of the cold war as an in-
fantry officer with the 1st Platoon, 54th In-
fantry in Bamberg, Germany, where he was 
our Nation’s sentry, ready to fight at a mo-
ment’s notice against Soviet tanks rolling 
toward the Fulda Gap; 

Whereas Lieutenant Colonel Shimkus con-
tinued his commitment to selfless duty when 
after serving more than five years on active 
duty in the Army, he transitioned to the 
Army Reserve; 

Whereas Lieutenant Colonel Shimkus 
served in many leadership positions in the 
Army Reserve, which included 7 years as a 
United States Military Academy Liaison Of-
ficer, where he helped our Nation select the 
best candidates to become future leaders of 
the Army; 

Whereas Lieutenant Colonel Shimkus was 
elected to public office for the first time in 
1989 as a township trustee in Collinsville, Il-
linois; 

Whereas Lieutenant Colonel Shimkus was 
elected to serve his first term as a Rep-
resentative from the 20th District of Illinois 
in 1996 in the 105th Congress, and has contin-
ued to dutifully dedicate his service as a 
statesman in the 106th, 107th, 108th, 109th, 
and, presently, the 110th Congresses; 

Whereas over a multifaceted career of dis-
tinguished public service dedicated to the 
preservation of the principles upon which 
our Nation was founded, from his plebe days 
at West Point to the halls of Congress, in his 
every step Lieutenant Colonel Shimkus has 
embodied the epitome of excellence in 
statesmanship, service to country, and to his 
fellow citizens; 

Whereas Lieutenant Colonel Shimkus’s 
commitment to public service commands the 
Nation’s highest respect and gratitude; 

Whereas Lieutenant Colonel Shimkus em-
bodies all seven Army core values: loyalty, 
duty, respect, selfless service, honor, integ-
rity, and personal courage; and 

Whereas Lieutenant Colonel Shimkus has 
had a tremendous positive impact on the 
Army Reserve: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, that the House of Representatives 
(1) honors Lieutenant Colonel John M. 

Shimkus for his service of over 28 years on 
the occasion of his retirement from the 
Army Reserve on June 1, 2008; 

(2) commends Lieutenant Colonel Shimkus 
for his dedication and commitment to excel-
lence as an infantry officer and leader; 

(3) recognizes the tremendous dedication 
and fortitude with which Lieutenant Colonel 
Shimkus has led an exemplary career in pub-
lic service, three times the citizen, having 
balanced his time in the Army Reserve with 
the demanding duties of his roles as husband, 
father, businessman, community leader, high 
school teacher, citizen-soldier, and Congress-
man with consummate professionalism and 
boundless devotion to each; 

(4) recognizes Lieutenant Colonel Shimkus 
as a soldier, leader, and statesman, for dis-
playing the highest levels of leadership, pro-
fessional competence, integrity, and moral 
courage throughout his distinguished mili-
tary service. 

Madam Speaker, it is an honor for me to 
present the distinguished credentials of Lieu-
tenant Colonel JOHN SHIMKUS before the Con-
gress today. It is our good fortune that Con-
gressman JOHN SHIMKUS continues to serve 
our Nation in the United States House of Rep-
resentatives. 

f 

HONORING PAULINA TUL-ORTYL 

HON. MARCY KAPTUR 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, May 22, 2008 

Ms. KAPTUR. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize Paulina Tul-Ortyl of Toledo, Ohio 

on the 40th anniversary of the commencement 
of the Echoes of Poland 

It is with the deepest appreciation that I pay 
tribute to Paulina Tul-Ortyl upon reaching the 
40th anniversary as the founder, director and 
choreographer of the Toledo-based ‘‘Echoes 
of Poland’’ song and dance ensemble. Her en-
thusiasm, energy and dedication to the per-
formance of Polish folk dances and songs 
have given appreciative audiences, through 
the United States, Canada, and Poland, the 
satisfaction of seeing and hearing the essence 
of absolute beauty. 

Paulina was born and educated in Poland 
and has a degree in dance choreography from 
the prestigious Catholic University of Lublin. 
She has blessed the Toledo community with 
her talents, her pride of our Polish-American 
culture and her generous nature, providing nu-
merous years to the development and aware-
ness of the artistic and cultural gifts in our To-
ledo youth. 

The Echoes of Poland was founded in the 
fall of 1967, when Paulina was asked to pre-
pare a group of young people to perform 
some of the traditional aspects of the Polish 
Christmas celebration. She gathered some of 
her friends from the Nebraska Avenue and La-
grange Street areas in Toledo, OH, for the 
church pageant. During the first few years, the 
troupe held practices once a week. They were 
asked to participate at many local festivals 
and church functions. At that time, the ensem-
ble practiced at several places in Toledo in-
cluding St. Anthony’s, The Argonne Post, Pol-
ish Falcons, PNA Hall and the Lagrange-Cen-
tral Center. Today, the group practices at the 
Polish Roman-Catholic Union of America 
(P.R.C.U.A.) hall on Tuesday and Thursday 
nights. 

Through the weekly practices, Paulina has 
instilled in her members a great sense of pride 
and love for Polish folk customs through danc-
ing and singing. A nonprofit organization, the 
Echoes of Poland have performed at festivals 
and concerts throughout the United States and 
in Canada. In 1977, the ensemble traveled to 
Rzeszów, Poland for the Triennial World Fes-
tival of Polish Folk Dancers. One reviewer 
said, ‘‘By the end of the performance, every-
one in the audience was tapping feet or clap-
ping hand to the infectious rhythms.’’ Since 
1979, the group has staged their own concerts 
in the Toledo area to show our full repertoire 
of regional and national dances. During the 
mid-seventies, Mrs. Ortyl began a children 
group to train the young members for the adult 
ensemble. By starting at a young age, the chil-
dren become familiar with many of the rudi-
mentary skills in the art of song and dance. In 
1980, a Kapela, a Polish band, was added. 
The dancers certainly enjoy dancing and sing-
ing to a live musician. 

Because of Paulina’s untiring drive and in-
spiration, the ensemble was awarded first 
prize from a field of 64 competitors at the 
Rzeszów, Polish Folk Festival in 1980. The 
ensemble won the highest honor for authen-
tically portraying Polish Folk culture by per-
forming the Dozynki, the Polish Harvest Cele-
bration. The Ensemble has made the trip to 
the Rzeszów Festival seven times and always 
performs admirably. 

Through the years, Paulina has received nu-
merous proclamations, certificates, awards of 
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