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COMMEMORATING MAY 19 AS 

ATATURK, YOUTH AND SPORTS 
DAY IN TURKEY 

HON. JEAN SCHMIDT 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 22, 2008 

Mrs. SCHMIDT. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to commemorate May 19 as a very sig-
nificant day in the history of our dear friend 
the Republic of Turkey. In Turkey, May 19 is 
celebrated as the commemoration of Mustafa 
Kemal Ataturk, the Founder of the Republic of 
Turkey. It was May 19 in the year 1919 when 
Mustafa Kemal landed in the Black Sea port of 
Samsun and the war of independence began. 
Under his leadership less than a year later the 
Turkish Grand National Assembly was estab-
lished and a few years later the Republic of 
Turkey was born a new nation. 

Ataturk had a vision for Turkey and he set 
about reforming her. His vision of a pro-west-
ern, secular, and democratic state under the 
rule of law quickly became reality. 

President John F. Kennedy said, ‘‘The name 
Ataturk reminds mankind of the historical ac-
complishments of one of the greatest men of 
this century. His leadership gave inspiration to 
the Turkish nation, farsightedness in the un-
derstanding of the modern world, and courage 
and power as a military leader.’’ 

It was in 1934 that Ataturk demonstrated his 
commitment to the rights of women by giving 
them full political rights. He understood that a 
country can only flourish when it’s people are 
truly free. 

My hero, General Douglas MacArthur de-
scribed Ataturk better than most could ever at-
tempt. ‘‘He was a soldier-statesman, one of 
the greatest leaders of our era. He ensured 
that Turkey got its rightful place among the 
most advanced nations of the world.’’ 

May 19 is a very important day when it all 
began. On this day a great leader began his 
journey, a vision became reality and a great 
nation was born. We should all learn a lesson 
from this man’s life. A leader with a vision 
coupled with determination can lay the roots 
for a great future. Turkey’s neighbors who 
today wrestle with their own beginnings should 
take note. 
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HONORING RICHARD APLING FOR 
HIS YEARS OF SERVICE WITH 
THE CONGRESSIONAL RESEARCH 
SERVICE 

HON. GEORGE MILLER 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 22, 2008 

Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California. Madam 
Speaker, I rise today to praise a public servant 
who is finishing 20 years of outstanding serv-
ice to the Congressional Research Service. 
Members of Congress and their staff who are 
engaged with Federal education and disability 
legislation have benefited from the wisdom 
and professionalism of Richard Apling, Spe-
cialist in Social Legislation. Rick joined CRS in 
1988 and has worked with Members of Con-

gress and their staff on many of our most crit-
ical education issues. Rick has received nu-
merous outstanding performance ratings as 
well as the gratitude of all of the Members and 
staff whom he has served throughout his ca-
reer at CRS. 

Rick earned a bachelor’s degree from 
Oberlin College, two master’s degrees from 
the University of North Carolina, and a doc-
torate in education from Harvard University. 
Previous to joining CRS, he worked as a mid-
dle school history teacher and as a senior re-
search associate at two private sector firms, 
senior research associate at Advance Tech-
nology, Inc., and at Policy Studies Associates. 

Since he began his service at CRS 20 years 
ago, Rick has been a nationally recognized 
expert on numerous aspects of major Federal 
education policy. Rick has been the lead pol-
icy analyst responsible for a variety of impor-
tant and complex education programs and 
statutes, particularly the Individuals with Dis-
abilities Education Act, IDEA, and the Carl D. 
Perkins Vocational and Technical Education 
Act. Rick has also been responsible for a 
number of the larger programs authorized by 
the Elementary and Secondary Education Act, 
ESEA, including the Impact Aid program, and 
the increasingly important and complex issues 
of assessments and accountability for students 
with disabilities at the intersection of the ESEA 
and IDEA. 

Rick is a leader in developing analytic ca-
pacity within the entire Education and Labor 
Section of CRS’ Domestic Social Policy Divi-
sion. He never fails to provide valuable input 
to colleagues; he has advised staff from 
throughout Domestic Social Policy Division, 
DSP, on allocation formula programming and 
a wide range of data analysis issues and has 
frequently served as a very effective mentor 
for junior staff. 

Rick is a thoughtful, responsive and hard- 
working civil servant who has supported Mem-
bers of Congress and staff with his tremen-
dous depth of knowledge, history and anal-
ysis—always with a wry smile and incredible 
patience. His ability to research details and 
explain complex information is unparalleled, 
and no matter how tight the deadline or how 
stressful the situation, Rick always responds in 
a friendly and composed manner. Rick’s work 
is an outstanding example of high-level ana-
lytic support for the legislative process, and 
collaboration and leadership in capacity build-
ing. He will be missed greatly, but his influ-
ence will continue to be reflected through sup-
port of Congress’ deliberations by the many 
remaining CRS staff whom he has mentored 
or advised, who will carry on his tradition of 
service. 

I am proud to thank Rick Apling publicly on 
behalf of this Congress for his many contribu-
tions to our Nation and, in particular, on behalf 
of students with disabilities. 
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RECOGNIZING MAYOR KENO 
HAWKER OF THE CITY OF MESA 

HON. HARRY E. MITCHELL 
OF ARIZONA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, May 22, 2008 

Mr. MITCHELL. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to congratulate Keno Hawker, who is 

stepping down as Mayor of the great city of 
Mesa after eight years of extraordinary serv-
ice. As a member of the Mesa City Council 
and as Mayor, Keno has been a tireless advo-
cate for the residents of Mesa. Keno has 
taken his fiscally responsible approach to bet-
ter the city he serves and has helped to en-
hance quality of life of the region we share. 

Mayor Hawker has served his community 
well since 1986 when he was first sworn in as 
a city council member. The population of 
Mesa has almost doubled since then and, 
through his leadership, the city has continued 
to be a high-quality place to live and raise a 
family. Keno has also served the greater com-
munity as the Chair of the Maricopa Associa-
tion of Governments Regional Council. He 
also served as Vice Chair, National League of 
Cities Finance, Administration and Intergov-
ernmental Relations (FAIR) Steering Com-
mittee. 

Additionally, he served as Chair of the MAG 
Regional Council Transportation Sub-
committee, Vice Chair and as a member of 
the MAG Air Quality Policy Committee and the 
Governance Task Force. Keno was also in-
strumental in building the new Phoenix-Mesa 
Gateway Airport, which is evolving into a 
major job center and reliever airport for our 
fast-growing region. Keno’s hard work will spur 
economic growth and improve the quality of 
life for the people of Mesa for years to come. 

I commend the citizens of Mesa for select-
ing such a deserving public servant. As a 
former Mayor of Mesa’s neighboring city of 
Tempe, I understand the tremendous impact 
that a dedicated leader, like Keno Hawker, 
can have on their community. 

Madam Speaker, please join me in recog-
nizing Keno Hawker’s continued work and ad-
vocacy for the fine citizens of the city of Mesa 
and Arizona. 

f 

HONORING THE REPUBLIC OF 
AZERBAIJAN 

HON. PHIL ENGLISH 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 22, 2008 

Mr. ENGLISH of Pennsylvania. Madam 
Speaker, I rise to honor the Republic of Azer-
baijan, a fast growing young democracy which 
secured its independence in 1991 after the 
dissolution of the former Soviet Union. There 
are few countries in the world which gain a 
second opportunity for independence, like 
Azerbaijan. This May 28 the Republic of Azer-
baijan celebrates the 90th anniversary of Re-
public Day, the day the nation and people first 
gained their independence. 

It was May 28, 1918 when Azerbaijan de-
clared independence from the Russian Em-
pire. The February 1917 fall of the tsarist mon-
archy in Russia had created favorable condi-
tions for the development of national move-
ments within its border lands. By establishing 
its independence, Azerbaijan, then the Demo-
cratic Azerbaijan Republic, became the first 
ever secular democratic republic in the world 
with a predominantly Muslim population. Al-
though independence lasted only 2 years be-
fore Soviet forces invaded in 1920, the period 
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