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percent of the U.S. coastal areas off- 
limits for drilling. Congress has re-
cently prohibited the processing of oil 
shale, which could provide substantial 
quantities of oil economically . . . 

‘‘To sum it up, Congress has done 
nothing to help but lots to increase on 
our dependence on foreign oil and in-
crease the price Americans pay for oil 
and gas.’’ 

An op-ed published over the weekend 
in the Athens, Georgia, Banner-Herald 
makes the case that the Democratic 
Congress has contributed to the recent 
surge in gas prices: 

‘‘Drilling is prohibited in the Alaska 
National Wildlife Refuge, a potential 
source of 1 million barrels a day, 5 per-
cent of America’s daily oil consump-
tion. Also off-limits is 85 percent of 
America’s coastline. 

‘‘Americans deserve to know the 
story, in all its gory details, of what 
their government has done and is doing 
to cause high prices at the pump and to 
make gasoline, indeed, all energy, 
more scarce and more expensive in the 
future.’’ 

Indeed, while Democrats have offered 
nothing more than broken promises 
and policies that drive up gas prices, 
House Republicans have unveiled a 
comprehensive plan for lower gas 
prices and energy independence. The 
GOP blueprint promotes alternative 
and renewable fuels, harnesses tech-
nologies already being employed suc-
cessfully by our global competitors, 
and unlocks America’s natural energy 
resources through the responsible ex-
ploration of oil and gas in the United 
States, a reform backed by the major-
ity of Americans, according to a new 
Gallup Poll. How much longer will 
Democrats ignore the will of the Amer-
ican people by keeping the House Re-
publicans’ plan off the House floor? 

Another quote from the Charleston, 
West Virginia, Daily Mail: ‘‘Doing 
Nothing is What Democrats in Con-
gress Have Specialized in, and That’s 
One of the Reasons Gasoline Costs $4 
Per Gallon.’’ 

Mr. Speaker, we can stand here and 
deal with a lot of issues that we’re 
dealing with this week, but we need to 
get to the issues that the American 
people want us to deal with, and that’s 
the soaring price of gasoline and en-
ergy costs. 

Mr. Speaker, I have no further re-
quests for time, and I yield back the 
balance of my time. 

Mr. CLAY. Mr. Speaker, in closing, I 
want to urge the House to support this 
bill, H.R. 4791, and to say that the 
American people expect that personal 
information that they share with their 
government should be kept private and 
should be protected, and this bill will 
ensure that that information is pro-
tected. 

Mr. DAVIS of Virginia. Mr. Speaker, secure 
information is the lifeblood of effective govern-
ment. But we’ve seen a wide range of inci-

dents involving data loss or theft, privacy 
breaches, and security incidents at Federal 
agencies. 

In almost all of these cases, Congress and 
the public would not have learned of these 
events had we not requested the information. 
After all, despite the volume of sensitive infor-
mation held by agencies—tax returns, military 
records, health records, to name a few—there 
currently is no requirement that agencies no-
tify citizens whose personal information may 
have been compromised. We need to ensure 
the public knows when its sensitive personal 
information has been lost or compromised. 

Therefore I am pleased we incorporated my 
legislation, H.R. 2124, which requires timely 
notice be provided to individuals whose sen-
sitive personal information could be com-
promised by a breach of data security at a 
Federal agency. 

In addition to focusing on ensuring adequate 
protection of individuals’ personal information 
held by the Federal Government, I have also 
spent years focusing on general, government- 
wide information management and security 
policy. 

For example, the Privacy Act and the E- 
Government Act of 2002 outline the param-
eters for the protection of personal informa-
tion. The Federal Information Security Man-
agement Act (FISMA), which I authored, re-
quires each agency to create a comprehen-
sive risk-based approach to agency-wide infor-
mation security management, through pre-
paredness, evaluation, and reporting require-
ments. 

These laws created a solid foundation for 
Federal information security, making security 
management an integral part of an agency’s 
operations and ensuring agencies are actively 
using best practices to secure the Federal 
Government’s systems. 

But it is now incumbent upon us to take 
Federal information security to the next level— 
to find new and innovative ways to secure 
government information. 

Unfortunately, I do not believe H.R. 4791 
does enough. Most of the provisions contained 
in this bill are a grab bag of vague require-
ments, additional mandates, and misplaced 
priorities. It casts dynamic concepts in stone. 
And it gives agency personnel more boxes to 
check. 

I have long called for a bill with teeth—and 
an opportunity to discuss and debate the over-
all issues associated with improving Federal 
information security. I think we have missed 
some key opportunities in that regard. 

For example: (1) We haven’t seriously con-
sidered, to my knowledge, the need to pursue 
providing incentives for agency success—such 
as financial incentives for agencies which 
excel. 

(2) We haven’t given enough consideration, 
to my knowledge, to the need to pursue fund-
ing penalties and personnel reforms which 
provide real motivation for an agency to im-
prove its information security. 

(3) Although I’ve pushed the scorecards for 
many years, we need increased Congres-
sional oversight of agency information security 
practices. 

(4) Have we done enough to bring greater 
consistency across the IG community regard-
ing standards and review regarding improved 
information security? 

(5) And in our recent review of this issue, I 
do not believe we have considered, nor do we 
address, what I believe is one of the most im-
portant and complex problems associated with 
these issues: the difficulties faced by agency 
Chief Information Officers in their attempts to 
be successful and effective—both in terms of 
their status within their agencies and their un-
derlying statutory authority. 

(6) Also, have we taken a serious look at 
whether the creation of a Federal CIO or an 
Information Czar at OMB would improve the 
Federal Government’s ability to handle and 
process information? I do not believe so. 

Yesterday, OMB Deputy Director for Man-
agement, Clay Johnson, wrote to the Com-
mittee asking to work with us on a handful of 
concerns the Administration has with the cur-
rent draft of the legislation. Although the ma-
jority did make important modifications, remov-
ing controversial provisions affecting data bro-
kers for example, which were of particular 
concern to Representative MIKE TURNER, other 
areas still need to be addressed. 

The Administration has expressed particular 
concern about the bill’s codification of terms 
and requirements in statute, including the defi-
nition of ‘‘personally identifiable information’’ 
as well as various technology-specific provi-
sions, including ‘‘personal digital devices’’ and 
‘‘peer-to-peer file-sharing programs’’. I have 
long maintained that effective security legisla-
tion should be technology neutral to enable 
the government to adequately address con-
stantly evolving threats and technologies. Iron-
ically, we could find ourselves less secure as 
agencies are forced to meet outdated man-
dates and requirements. I trust the majority is 
willing to continue these discussions as the 
legIslation moves forward. 

Mr. Speaker, public confidence in govern-
ment is essential. In the end, the public de-
mands effective government. And effective 
government depends on secure information. I 
remain concerned that this legislation falls 
short in a number of these important areas. 

Mr. CLAY. Mr. Speaker, I yield back 
the balance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
SALAZAR). The question is on the mo-
tion offered by the gentleman from 
Missouri (Mr. CLAY) that the House 
suspend the rules and pass the bill, 
H.R. 4791, as amended. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the bill, as 
amended, was passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

RECESS 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair 
declares the House in recess until ap-
proximately 6:30 p.m. today. 

Accordingly (at 4 o’clock and 6 min-
utes p.m.), the House stood in recess 
until approximately 6:30 p.m. 

f 

b 1831 

AFTER RECESS 
The recess having expired, the House 

was called to order by the Speaker pro 
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