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IN REMEMBRANCE OF ANNE 

STARR 

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 3, 2008 

Mr. KUCINICH. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today in remembrance of Anne Starr, and in 
recognition of her dedication to her family, her 
country and her community. 

Mrs. Starr was born in California, Pennsyl-
vania and moved to the Cleveland area in the 
early 1920s. Both she and her husband, Wil-
liam, were active in the veterans community in 
the greater Cleveland area. By setting an ex-
ample of leadership and civic participation, 
they taught their children the importance of 
community involvement. Her son, Gary Starr, 
learned that lesson well, and has served as 
mayor of Middleburg Heights since 1981. It 
was through Mrs. Starr’s orchestrations that 
Gary got an early taste for politics. A lifelong 
‘‘Roosevelt Democrat,’’ Mrs. Starr arranged for 
her son Gary to get credentials at the Repub-
lican National Convention in Miami in 1968 
when Gary was 17 years old and visiting ex-
tended family in Florida. Through that experi-
ence, Gary met all the national news anchors 
of the day and formed a lifelong interest in 
politics himself. Later, Anne was active in all 
of Mayor Gary Starr’s election campaigns. 

Mrs. Starr belonged to the Lions Club and 
to the Women’s Auxiliary of American Legion 
Post 703 in Parma and Middleburg Heights. 
She was a founding member of the Middle-
burg Heights Veterans Memorial, which stands 
in front of the Middleburg Heights community 
center. In 2004, I, along with the Cuyahoga 
County Commissioners, U.S. Senator GEORGE 
VOINOVICH, Ohio State Senators Dan Brady 
and Doug White, and Ohio Representative 
Timothy DeGeeter, recognized Mrs. Starr for 
her outstanding service and leadership in 
founding the Memorial. She sold many of the 
bricks that comprise the Memorial, with each 
brick displaying the name of a local veteran. 
Mrs. Starr was also recognized by the Middle-
burg Heights Chamber of Commerce during 
the city’s annual Salute to the City Celebration 
for her significant contributions to the commu-
nity of Middleburg Heights. 

Madam Speaker and colleagues, please join 
me in celebrating the life of Anne Starr, who 
committed her life to serving her family, her 
country and her community. May her life serve 
as an example to us all. 

f 

HONORING DEREK SCHIRMER 

HON. SAM GRAVES 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 3, 2008 

Mr. GRAVES. Madam Speaker, I proudly 
pause to recognize Derek Schirmer of Glad-
stone, Missouri. Derek is a very special young 
man who has exemplified the finest qualities 
of citizenship and leadership by taking an ac-
tive part in the Boy Scouts of America, Troop 
1247, and earning the most prestigious award 
of Eagle Scout. 

Derek has been very active with his troop, 
participating in many Scout activities. Over the 
many years Derek has been involved with 
Scouting, he has not only earned numerous 
merit badges, but also the respect of his fam-
ily, peers, and community. 

Madam Speaker, I proudly ask you to join 
me in commending Derek Schirmer for his ac-
complishments with the Boy Scouts of Amer-
ica and for his efforts put forth in achieving the 
highest distinction of Eagle Scout. 

f 

HONORING STACY PRATER FOR 
SELFLESS ACT 

HON. LINCOLN DAVIS 
OF TENNESSEE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 3, 2008 

Mr. LINCOLN DAVIS of Tennessee. Madam 
Speaker, it was nearly 100 years ago that the 
so-called ‘‘Central Powers’’ of Europe opposed 
the free world in what would become the first 
of two World Wars. In the midst of our fight 
against Germany and her Allies at the begin-
ning of the 20th century, one of Fentress 
County, Tennessee’s most famous sons 
earned a Medal of Honor, and his place in his-
tory. 

Sergeant Alvin C. York exemplifies perhaps 
the most common understanding of what a 
hero embodies: an individual who answered 
the call of duty and risked themselves for the 
betterment of others. However, it is the lesser 
known heroes that I rise today to commend. 

Stacy Prater of Pikeville, Tennessee, prob-
ably did not have thoughts of heroism in mind 
as he traveled home from work a few weeks 
ago. But, when he noticed that the car in front 
of him was on fire, Stacy stepped in to help 
the driver and her three children get to safety. 
With the driver and two children safely out of 
the vehicle, Stacy rushed into the fire to res-
cue a third child from a safety seat completely 
surrounded by flames. Using only a pair of 
scissors, Stacy released and pulled the child 
safely out of the vehicle. Through Stacy’s ef-
forts, all three children and their mother sur-
vived the unexpected incident. 

History will probably not remember Stacy, or 
countless others like him, as it remembers 
Alvin York. Stacy acted this month not for the 
glory of heroism, but for what it means to the 
survivors of that fire. I am proud today to com-
mend Stacy’s selfless service, and to com-
memorate a hometown hero who deserves our 
continued thanks and appreciation. 

f 

HONORING SAINT LUKE CHRISTIAN 
METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH 

HON. DALE E. KILDEE 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 3, 2008 

Mr. KILDEE. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to pay tribute to the Saint Luke Christian 
Methodist Episcopal Church as the congrega-
tion celebrates the 75th anniversary of the 
Church’s founding. A celebration was held in 
Saginaw, Michigan on May 31st in honor of 
this momentous occasion. 

Saint Luke Christian Methodist Episcopal 
Church was founded in 1933 by King Wicker, 
Otha Wicker, Mildred Wicker, Alton Wicker, 
Margaret Wicker, Jerry Wicker, Odessa Fields, 
Bobbie Lou Anthony, Irene Blunt, Robert Tay-
lor, and Reverend S.J. Scott. Shortly there-
after Reverend S.J. Elliott became the first ap-
pointed pastor and was active in developing 
and organizing the Saint Luke congregation. 
Under Reverend Elliott’s pastoral guidance 
Saint Luke built its first Church where mem-
bers could gather and worship. 

In 1955 the congregation was expanding 
and they began to look for a new home. The 
prayers and hard work of the membership 
were successful and they purchased the 
Church and parsonage on Tuscola Street in 
June 1958. Through the hard work and gen-
erosity of the congregation, the mortgage was 
paid in full and burned in a joyous celebration 
on October 19, 1969. Over the years the con-
gregation has added a new organ, a com-
munion rail, a grand piano, a furnace, air con-
ditioning and the Church and parsonage un-
derwent extensive renovation. 

While the physical structure of Saint Luke 
has changed, the congregation of Saint Luke 
Christian Methodist Episcopal Church has not 
wavered from its purpose—faith and devotion 
to God. Under the leadership of Reverend 
James C. Hendricks, Saint Luke has em-
braced the motto, ‘‘From Good to Great—Gen-
eration of Excellence.’’ Through the guidance 
of Reverend Hendricks, the members are in-
spired to meet the daily challenges of life with 
vision and courage. 

Madam Speaker, I ask the House of Rep-
resentatives to join me in applauding the cler-
gy, staff and congregation of Saint Luke Chris-
tian Methodist Episcopal Church. For 75 years 
they have brought praise and honor to Our 
Lord, Jesus Christ, and may He continue to 
bless them for many, many years to come. 

f 

IN HONOR OF KEN LIVINGSTONE 

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 3, 2008 

Mr. KUCINICH. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today in honor of Ken Livingstone, former 
Mayor of London, and in recognition of his 
outstanding leadership, vision and advocacy 
on behalf of the many diverse communities 
that make up London’s social fabric. 

Ken Livingstone carries with him a rich his-
tory of public service and advocacy in Eng-
land. Mayor Livingstone was born in Lambeth, 
London, England, in 1945. He began his polit-
ical career in 1973 when he became a Labour 
member of the Greater London Council (GLC). 
While serving as leader of the GLC from 1981 
to 1986, Mr. Livingstone fought against dis-
crimination, and in 1985, sat beside Jesse 
Jackson at an Anti-Apartheid rally. In 1987, 
following his career as leader of the GLC, Mr. 
Livingstone served as the Labour Member of 
Parliament for Brent East for 14 years. 

In 2000, Mr. Livingstone was elected as the 
Mayor of London, the first person to hold this 
office and he would serve in that position until 
May 2008. As the first Mayor of London, a 
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truly international city that attracts people from 
all over the world, he continued his legacy of 
challenging all forms of discrimination and of 
fostering multiculturalism. He enthusiastically 
celebrated London’s multiculturalism by 
hosting several city wide events, such as a 
Hanukkah ceremony at City Hall. He also hon-
ored the contributions of England’s Irish com-
munity by hosting a Saint Patrick’s Day fes-
tival and celebrated the end of Ramadan with 
London’s Muslim community by hosting the 
‘‘Eid in Traflagar’’ event. 

During the June 2005 London bombings, he 
demonstrated his leadership by initiating sev-
eral campaigns dedicated to fostering inter- 
cultural understanding and united London’s 
unique and diverse social fabric. Mr. Living-
stone is also the author of two books, If Voting 
Changed Anything They’d Abolish It and Liv-
ingstone’s Labour. 

Madam Speaker and colleagues, please join 
me in honor of former Mayor Livingstone as a 
champion of human and civil rights and in rec-
ognition of his leadership and advocacy on be-
half of London’s diverse communities. 

f 

HONORING PARKER CHRISTIAN 

HON. SAM GRAVES 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 3, 2008 

Mr. GRAVES. Madam Speaker, I proudly 
pause to recognize Parker Christian of Glad-
stone, Missouri. Parker is a very special young 
man who has exemplified the finest qualities 
of citizenship and leadership by taking an ac-
tive part in the Boy Scouts of America, Troop 
1354, and earning the most prestigious award 
of Eagle Scout. 

Parker has been very active with his troop, 
participating in many Scout activities. Over the 
many years Parker has been involved with 
Scouting, he has not only earned numerous 
merit badges, but also the respect of his fam-
ily, peers, and community. 

Madam Speaker, I proudly ask you to join 
me in commending Parker Christian for his ac-
complishments with the Boy Scouts of Amer-
ica and for his efforts put forth in achieving the 
highest distinction of Eagle Scout. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. GUS M. BILIRAKIS 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 3, 2008 

Mr. BILIRAKIS. Madam Speaker, on rollcall 
No. 353 I was unavoidably detained and 
missed rollcall vote No. 353. Had I been 
present, I would have voted ‘‘yea.’’ 

CONGRATULATING ARCADIA UNI-
VERSITY ON THE OCCASION OF 
THE 60TH ANNIVERSARY OF ITS 
STUDY ABROAD PROGRAM 

HON. ALLYSON Y. SCHWARTZ 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 3, 2008 

Ms. SCHWARTZ. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to congratulate Arcadia University on 
the occasion of the 60th anniversary of its 
successful Study Abroad Program. 

In the summer of 1948, Jack Wallace, a 
newly hired economics instructor, and his wife, 
Betty Jean set sail from New York with 17 
Beaver College (now Arcadia University) stu-
dents, hoping to study the economic effects of 
World War II and the post-war rebuilding ef-
forts in Europe. They arrived in Southampton 
and purchased used Royal Air Force surplus 
bicycles. After traveling around England, they 
crossed the Channel and continued biking 
through Belgium and France, ending their 
eight-week sojourn in Paris. Such faculty-led 
summer study voyages to Europe continued 
for several years. 

In the 1960s, the university began offering 
access to its study abroad programs during 
the regular semester at City of London Col-
lege to students from other colleges. ‘‘Full 
credit for work done in England was readily 
accepted by Beaver College for each partici-
pant,’’ notes the University history, ‘‘and an in-
stitution was born-the Beaver College Center 
for Education Abroad.’’ Accredited accounting 
for course credits remains a cornerstone of Ar-
cadia’s Center for Education Abroad today, 
along with a worldwide network of professional 
employees, including in-country staff in host 
countries that support students while they are 
abroad. 

This year, Jerry Greiner, Arcadia’s Presi-
dent, will commemorate that landmark trip’s 
60th Anniversary in July 2008. In addition, the 
University will introduce a new curriculum that 
emphasizes multi-cultural experience and re-
flection. In addition to the hundreds of Arcadia 
students who study abroad each year, the 
Center now serves 3,000 students a year from 
more than 300 colleges and universities. And 
what began at City of London College is now 
a menu of more than 100 programs around 
the world, expanding recently to Africa, to 
China and soon to India. 

I commend Arcadia University for providing 
opportunities for young leaders to learn about 
the world and connect with students in other 
countries and I congratulate the University on 
reaching the 60th anniversary of its nationally 
acclaimed international program. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO STAFF SERGEANT 
PRINCEY GEORGE PINDER 

HON. KENDRICK B. MEEK 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 3, 2008 

Mr. MEEK of Florida. Madam Speaker, 
today I rise to honor an American soldier who 
served 1 year in Iraq at Camps Ramadi and 

Fallujah while on a mission to look for road-
side bombs. Army SSG Princey George 
Pinder’s unit was hit four times, and miracu-
lously they all survived the impact. 

Born in Nassau, Bahamas, SSG Pinder is 
the fifth child born to Viola Pinder and Frank 
Greene. He graduated from A.F. Adderley 
High School and went on to be enlisted in the 
Royal Bahamas Police force in 1983, where 
he received an honorable discharge in 1994. 
He continued his higher education and re-
ceived an associate degree from Miami Dade 
College, bachelor’s degree in Christian edu-
cation and is currently pursuing a bachelor’s 
degree in criminal justice from Florida Inter-
national University. He holds various leader-
ship training certificates from the U.S. Army as 
a combat engineer. 

For over 18 years SSG Pinder has served 
as the co-founder and senior pastor of Baruch 
Christian Fellowship Ministries, Inc. in Miami- 
Dade County. He has also served as vice- 
president director of a juvenile delinquency 
and ex-offender mentorship program named 
Destiny Image Review Network for 14 years, 
as well as co-founder of Baruch Leadership 
Training Academy. 

SSG Pinder enlisted in the Army in January 
1997, and was deployed to Iraq in March 
2003. His second deployment took place in 
May 2007. SSG Pinder currently serves as a 
reservist army staff sergeant in Camps 
Ramadi and Fallujah, Iraq with the 841st 
Charlie Company from Perrine, Florida. Upon 
return he will continue his employment as a 
motor compliance officer with the Florida De-
partment of Transportation. 

Madam Speaker, SSG Princey George 
Pinder represents the best our Nation has to 
offer. He volunteered to serve our Nation in 
uniform and to protect our freedom and liberty. 
For this, his family, friends and loved ones 
know that this Congress will always remember 
his bravery and commitment in battle. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO SUMMIT FIRE 
VICTIMS 

HON. MICHAEL M. HONDA 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 3, 2008 

Mr. HONDA. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to express my condolences to those affected 
by the Summit Fire in the Santa Cruz Moun-
tains on the Santa Clara/Santa Cruz County 
line, which thankfully has not claimed lives, 
but destroyed 36 residences and 18 out-
buildings. Over 3,000 personnel from across 
the State were summoned to fight the fire 
which burned more than 4000 acres. My heart 
goes out to the 12 firefighters who were in-
jured during the response and their families. I 
want to commend Governor Schwarzenegger, 
the California Office of Emergency Services, 
Cal Fire, the Santa Clara and Santa Cruz 
County Sheriff’s Departments, the Air National 
Guard, the National Oceanic and Atmosphere 
Administration and the countless first respond-
ers for their swift response to the fire. I espe-
cially want to thank Cal Fire Division Chief Joe 
Waterman and Tom Maruyama, Deputy Direc-
tor of Response and Recovery for Office of 
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