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minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.) 

Mrs. CAPITO. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today because gas prices at the pump 
are just a symptom of our growing ad-
diction to foreign oil and inaction by 
this House leadership. 

For our wallets and for our national 
security, we need to become more en-
ergy independent. Congress should 
start now to develop more of our do-
mestic energy supply. And one of those 
more affordable and abundant supplies 
of energy we have now is coal. With 
over 250 years of reserves, the United 
States has the world’s largest coal re-
serves. 

Last night I introduced H.R. 6170, the 
Clean Coal-Derived Fuels for Energy 
Security Act, to reduce our reliance on 
foreign oil. My bill is clear: It will es-
tablish and mandate 6 billion gallons of 
clean coal-to-liquid fuel by the year 
2022. Coal can be converted through 
proven, existing modern technology 
into clean, synthetic oil and be eco-
nomically viable, resulting in lower 
prices at the gas pump. 

We need to be serious about becom-
ing more energy independent. West 
Virginians deserve a comprehensive 
long-term solution that provides real 
stability and actually leads to the cre-
ation of new energy. Coal-to-liquid fuel 
will create an investment in rural com-
munities, good-paying jobs for Ameri-
cans, and cheaper energy for Ameri-
cans. 

f 

SUPPORT H.R. 3021, 21ST CENTURY 
GREEN HIGH-PERFORMING PUB-
LIC SCHOOL FACILITIES ACT 
(Ms. LORETTA SANCHEZ of Cali-

fornia asked and was given permission 
to address the House for 1 minute and 
to revise and extend her remarks.) 

Ms. LORETTA SANCHEZ of Cali-
fornia. Madam Speaker, I rise today in 
support of H.R. 3021, a bill that will 
help our local schools build the high- 
quality classrooms that our students 
deserve. 

This responsible legislation, which 
we will consider today, provides for 
needed investments in public school fa-
cilities, investments that will result in 
improved student performance. 

Our Nation’s public school facilities 
are in disrepair. This is a disgrace, and 
it impedes our students’ ability to 
learn. Local education agencies want 
to make a difference, but they need our 
help. 

With our younger students, we know 
that maintenance issues draw them 
away from focusing on what they need 
to focus on in the classroom, when 
they see chipping paint, water dripping 
from ceilings, poor heating and cool-
ing. We need to change that. And older 
students cannot be prepared for the 
21st Century if they don’t have a 21st 
Century classroom. 

These examples are not just anec-
dotal. There is firm evidence that sug-

gests that we must invest in our school 
facilities in order to improve students’ 
performance. By failing to do so, we 
are sending our youth a message that 
we don’t care about them. 

So I hope that my colleagues will 
vote with the best interests of our stu-
dents and vote on this legislation in 
the affirmative today. 

f 

AMERICAN ENERGY 
INDEPENDENCE 

(Mr. MCHENRY asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. MCHENRY. Madam Speaker, it’s 
high time Congress acts on high gas 
prices. The American people are crying 
out for help and assistance; yet this 
Democrat Congress is doing nothing 
when it comes to energy independence 
for Americans. 

Finding a comprehensive long-term 
solution is what the American people 
want so that we can be energy inde-
pendent, or at least more energy inde-
pendent than we are today. 

Conserving is a sign of personal vir-
tue, but we cannot conserve our way to 
American energy independence. The 
Democrat plan is only conservation 
and it’s only tax increases. 

On our side of the aisle, we are trying 
to reach out to the Democrats and say 
that we must have energy exploration 
here domestically. 

When it comes to energy, America 
needs to rely on its own ingenuity and 
innovation, not the Saudi royal family. 

f 

LEADERSHIP DEMANDS ACTION 

(Mr. PRICE of Georgia asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Mr. PRICE of Georgia. Madam 
Speaker, Americans are demanding ac-
tion as they’re being battered by sky- 
high gas prices. 

The relentless unwillingness to act 
by this majority has left my constitu-
ents fuming and looking for action, not 
more of the same rhetoric and politics. 

We sit at the precipice of four dollar 
gasoline. How much higher do these 
costs have to go before the majority 
will act? Five dollars? Six dollars? Ten 
dollars? Is the Democrat majority so 
out of touch with the American people? 

On this side of the aisle, we have pro-
duced an action plan to increase access 
to new sources of energy, increase 
American production, encourage alter-
native fuels, and incentivize conserva-
tion. We are ready to act. 

Madam Speaker, gas prices have in-
creased 70 percent since you took con-
trol of Congress, and it’s your duty to 
act. I call on you to allow the respon-
sible Republican energy plan to come 
to this floor. 

Madam Speaker, idleness is not lead-
ership. 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Mem-
bers are reminded to address their re-
marks to the Chair. 

f 

HELP OUR FAMILIES 

(Mr. BARRETT of South Carolina 
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute.) 

Mr. BARRETT of South Carolina. 
Madam Speaker, I learned yesterday 
from reports that the State of South 
Carolina has the lowest gas in the Na-
tion. It was reported that the average 
gas price in South Carolina is $3.79, and 
most other States have an average of 
about 20 cents higher or right at $4. 

A lot of people would think that’s 
good news. In fact, some would give me 
the opportunity to congratulate South 
Carolina. But I’m not going to use this 
platform to deliver good news because 
it’s not good news. 

It’s not good news to the South Caro-
lina citizens or citizens anywhere in 
this country. What would be good news 
is to see that the ‘‘commonsense’’ en-
ergy plan that was promised by the 
majority party is brought to the floor. 

I am tired of my families putting 
their hard-earned paychecks into their 
tanks every week, Madam Speaker. 
The American citizens need good news, 
and we need to bring energy legislation 
to the floor now to help our hard-work-
ing families. 

f 

COAL TO LIQUID AS AN 
ALTERNATIVE ENERGY 

(Mr. STEARNS asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. STEARNS. Madam Speaker, ac-
cording to the Energy Information 
Agency, the United States currently 
imports 60 percent of its oil, and that 
number is expected to rise to 75 percent 
in the coming decades. As a country, 
we need to reduce our dependency on 
foreign fuel sources and start imple-
menting alternative energy sources 
that can be found here in the United 
States. 

Imported fuels such as crude oil and 
natural gas are costing this country 
millions of dollars a year, accounting 
for about one-third of the U.S. trade 
deficit. At $45 a barrel, liquid coal fuel 
is a desirable alternative to the $120 or 
more barrel of oil. Not only does this 
innovative fuel cost less, but also coal 
is one of the most abundant resources 
in our country. 

As Congress continues to explore the 
use of alternative energy sources, we 
need to look closely at the enormous 
benefits of coal-to-liquid technology. 
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