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PENCE DEMANDS ACTION ON HIGH 

GAS PRICES 

(Mr. PENCE asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. PENCE. The national average 
cost of gasoline at the pump today is 
$3.98 a gallon. When I was home over 
the Memorial Day break, one Hoosier 
after another stopped and asked me the 
same question. They said, MIKE, what 
is it going to take? What is it going to 
take for Congress to take action to 
give the American people more access 
to American oil? 

The reality is today that the Demo-
crat majority thinks that we can tax 
our way to lower gasoline prices. A few 
weeks ago, they actually passed legis-
lation suggesting we could actually sue 
our way to lower gasoline prices. But 
the American people know the only 
way to lessen our dependence on for-
eign oil is to lessen our dependence on 
foreign oil. 

We must take action now to allow 
additional drilling in environmentally 
responsible ways on American soil off 
American shores so the American peo-
ple can increase global supply, reduce 
the price of oil, and bring real relief to 
families and businesses and farmers at 
the pump. 

f 

ENVIRONMENTALISTS HAVE GONE 
BATTY 

(Mr. POE asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. POE. Madam Speaker, out on the 
arid, dusty high plains of west Texas, 
where the land was once the home of 
thousands of oil derricks, the landscape 
is now dotted with windmills—the new 
turbine clean energy. Texas is the wind 
energy capital of North America, sup-
plying power to over 1 million homes. 

But now the environmental fear 
lobby wants to stop these turbines be-
cause they may pose a threat to bats 
and birds. They are the same radicals 
who have successfully prevented Amer-
ica from drilling for more crude oil at 
home, like in west Texas. These are the 
same batty people who have demanded 
we go to wind energy in the first place. 

Now they are worried about the bats 
and the birds that fly at night may be 
running into the windmills. Of course, 
there is no evidence to support this bat 
mania claim. Anyway, we all learned in 
third grade bats have a radar-like abil-
ity to navigate at night in caves and 
open terrain. The National Academy of 
Sciences stated: Birds have more to 
fear from high buildings, power lines, 
and cats than they do from the blades 
of windmills. 

We cannot allow the rich elites of the 
environmental fear lobby to destroy 
America’s energy production. Other-
wise, we will all end up going back liv-
ing in the dark caves, with the bats. 

And that’s just the way it is. 
f 

WHY ISN’T AMERICA DOING MORE? 

(Mr. BRADY of Texas asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Mr. BRADY of Texas. Madam Speak-
er, back home in Texas I visited with 
families whose cost is so high that one 
woman in Bridge City told me she 
doesn’t even go to Wednesday night 
church. She can’t afford to drive to it. 
Just on Sunday. I talked to small busi-
nesses that now work, painters and 
plumbers and others, who now basi-
cally work for free because gas prices 
have eaten up all their profits. I visited 
this last week with our law enforce-
ment agencies, who are no longer able 
to be proactive in the community. 
They are just responding to calls be-
cause they burned through much of 
their fuel budget for the year already. 

In each case, every one of them asked 
me, Why isn’t America doing more? 
Why isn’t America taking more respon-
sibility for our own energy needs? We 
import two-thirds of all we use. We are 
capable of doing more. In each case, 
they said, Look, take a message back 
to Congress. No more gimmicks. No 
more gimmicks. We need more Amer-
ican-made energy here in the United 
States to get our fuel prices down, to 
be less dependent on Middle East fuel, 
to have some say over the prices that 
our families and small businesses pay. 

f 

COMPREHENSIVE ENERGY 
STRATEGY 

(Mr. BOUSTANY asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. BOUSTANY. Madam Speaker, as 
oil prices continue to climb, increasing 
American energy production is critical 
to meeting this challenge. Yesterday, 
the Department of Energy announced a 
$715,000 grant to my alma mater, the 
University of Louisiana at Lafayette, 
to develop more effective ways to drill 
for oil. Students and professors will 
work together, along with industry, to 
achieve higher energy yields from each 
drilling hole. Better exploration and 
drilling procedures and techniques are 
just two parts of a comprehensive en-
ergy strategy that we need to have be-
cause a magic bullet will not solve our 
energy challenges. It will not lower the 
price at the pump alone. We need a 
comprehensive strategy. 

People of southwest Louisiana and 
around the country want to increase 
responsible energy production, they 
want to see increased refining capac-
ity, they want to unleash American en-
trepreneurship and ingenuity to solve 
our energy problems, and they don’t 
want any further delays because gas at 
the pump, as you can see, is just short 
of $4 a gallon. 

We have to stop the delay and have a 
comprehensive energy solution. I chal-
lenge the Democratic leadership to 
work with us and stop the delay. Let’s 
get a solution to our energy problems. 

f 

RESULTS OF NOT DEVELOPING 
AMERICAN ENERGY 

(Mr. AKIN asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. AKIN. As America is becoming 
painfully aware, there has been a result 
of us not developing American energy. 
We have reports of police cars sitting 
idle because of the cost of gasoline; 
various assembly lines and automobile 
manufacturers closed down because of 
the fact that there’s no demand for the 
type of vehicles that are being pro-
duced. We have a situation where par-
ents have a hard time just putting 
enough gasoline in the tank to get the 
kids to school. And we have the AAA 
saying that the increase in motorists 
without gas has increased 15 percent. 

Since Speaker PELOSI took office, 
gasoline prices have skyrocketed 71 
percent. Now, I am an engineer. The 
good news is there’s a solution to this. 
It’s called American energy. We need 
to stop looking at the American energy 
as something that is an environmental 
hazard and rather look at it as an asset 
that we can develop. 

The Democrats, year after year after 
year, 85 percent of the time, are voting 
against increasing supplies of Amer-
ican energy. We have to develop our 
own energy. 

f 

AMERICAN-MADE OIL AND GAS: A 
HISTORY OF SUPPORT AND OP-
POSITION 
(Mr. CONAWAY asked and was given 

permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. CONAWAY. As you see, the 
theme this morning is to talk about 
gasoline prices, and as we look at the 
various solutions that are available to 
our country, it’s interesting to note 
how votes happen in this House. It’s 
rare that a particular position is sup-
ported or opposed 100 percent by either 
party. But let me walk you through a 
couple of solutions that have been 
voted on in this House over the last 14 
years. 

Drilling in ANWR; 91 percent of Re-
publicans supported it, 86 percent of 
Democrats opposed it. Coal-to-liquids; 
97 percent of Republicans supported it, 
78 percent of Democrats opposed it. Oil 
shale exploration; 90 percent Repub-
lican support, 86 percent Democrat op-
position. Drilling on the Outer Conti-
nental Shelf, 81 percent of Republicans 
support it, 83 percent of Democrats op-
pose it. Increased refinery capacity; 
Republicans support that by 97 percent, 
Democrats oppose it by 96 percent. 
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Madam Speaker, I ask my colleagues 

on the other side of the aisle to begin 
to look rationally at the solutions that 
will help address America’s need for 
energy, gasoline and electricity as we 
move forward. 

f 

A POLICY OF ‘‘NO’’ IS NOT 
WORKING 

(Mr. NEUGEBAUER asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. NEUGEBAUER. Madam Speaker, 
it’s not working. The policy of ‘‘no’’ to 
producing America’s resources is not 
working for the American people. 
Today, America will write a check for 
$1 billion to buy enough energy to run 
our economy for one day. Let me re-
peat that. Today, America will write a 
check for $1 billion to run our economy 
for one day. That means for the year, it 
takes $365 billion to export to other 
countries that have said ‘‘yes’’ to de-
veloping their resources. 

Think about what we could do with 
$1 billion if we invested that in devel-
oping American resources; the jobs 
that it would create, the fact it would 
make America more independent and 
less dependent on those other coun-
tries. 

The policy of ‘‘no’’ is not working. 
We need to say ‘‘yes’’ to producing 
more of America’s resources; ‘‘yes’’ to 
drilling in areas where we have found 
abundant resources; ‘‘yes’’ to using a 
250-year supply of coal; ‘‘yes’’ to build-
ing new nuclear power plants; ‘‘yes’’ to 
developing America’s resources, rein-
vesting in America. 

Madam Speaker, I ask you to bring 
legislation to the floor that will help 
America build a stronger energy inde-
pendence. 

f 

DRILL NOW IN ANWR 

(Mr. KINGSTON asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. KINGSTON. I just returned from 
the Middle East. I went with a bipar-
tisan group to Saudi Arabia, to the 
United Arab Emirates and to 
Kazakhstan and talked to the folks 
who have oil about what we can do 
internationally to bring the price 
down, bring the supply up, do whatever 
it takes to give middle class Americans 
some relief at the gas pump. It was in-
teresting the response that I got. 

Number one, I can tell you without 
question the Middle East is happy with 
the current gas prices. We all know 
that they are enjoying the wealth 
which we are transferring over there. 
But the thing that they said to us, How 
dare you come to Saudi Arabia, how 
dare you come to the United Arab 
Emirates, how dare you come to 
Kazakhstan and ask us to reduce our 

prices when you won’t even drill for oil 
yourself. You won’t even build refin-
eries. Yet you want us to do something. 
You can do it for yourself. 

Think about this, ladies and gentle-
men. ANWR, the Arctic National Wild-
life Reserve, is the size of South Caro-
lina. The proposed drilling area is 2,000 
acres. That is smaller than the average 
airport. Yet, for some reason, we are 
afraid to drill there. That is absurd. We 
need to drill now. 

f 

WE NEED AMERICAN ENERGY 
PRODUCTION 

(Mr. MCCOTTER asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. MCCOTTER. Over the recess, I 
had the opportunity to meet with a 
manufacturing community in my dis-
trict; talk to managers, talk to owners, 
talk to employees. The one thing they 
all agree on is the cost of American en-
ergy is adding to their fixed costs at 
the very time international pressure is 
forcing them to reduce the cost of their 
product. In short, they’re facing the 
nightmare scenario of energy prices 
forcing them to lay off workers in the 
manufacturing sector or to, unfortu-
nately, terminate their employment 
altogether. 

What we need in the United States is 
American energy production, conserva-
tion, and free market innovation if we 
are to protect these jobs and help these 
workers. It is very cold comfort for the 
people of Michigan and the manufac-
turing workers of the United States to 
hear that some day a green collar job 
will come and take away your blue col-
lar job. When you’re putting them out 
of work today, the prospects for tomor-
row look much more bleak than they 
do to some academic or to some politi-
cian who is engaging in rhetoric that 
somehow the government will innovate 
us out of this effort. 

We need American production to help 
protect manufacturing jobs and help 
provide prosperity for the American 
people. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the Chair 
will postpone further proceedings 
today on motions to suspend the rules 
on which a recorded vote or the yeas 
and nays are ordered, or on which the 
vote is objected to under clause 6 of 
rule XX. 

Record votes on postponed questions 
will be taken later. 

f 

AUTHORIZING THE USE OF THE 
CAPITOL GROUNDS FOR THE 
GREATER WASHINGTON SOAP 
BOX DERBY 
Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of 

Texas. Madam Speaker, I move to sus-

pend the rules and agree to the concur-
rent resolution (H. Con. Res. 311) au-
thorizing the use of the Capitol 
Grounds for the Greater Washington 
Soap Box Derby. 

The Clerk read the title of the con-
current resolution. 

The text of the concurrent resolution 
is as follows: 

H. CON. RES. 311 
Resolved by the House of Representatives (the 

Senate concurring), 
SECTION 1. AUTHORIZATION OF SOAP BOX 

DERBY RACES ON CAPITOL 
GROUNDS. 

The Greater Washington Soap Box Derby 
Association (in this resolution referred to as 
the ‘‘Association’’) shall be permitted to 
sponsor a public event, soap box derby races, 
on the Capitol Grounds on June 21, 2008, or 
on such other date as the Speaker of the 
House of Representatives and the Committee 
on Rules and Administration of the Senate 
may jointly designate. 
SEC. 2. CONDITIONS. 

The event to be carried out under this res-
olution shall be free of admission charge to 
the public and arranged not to interfere with 
the needs of Congress, under conditions to be 
prescribed by the Architect of the Capitol 
and the Capitol Police Board; except that the 
Association shall assume full responsibility 
for all expenses and liabilities incident to all 
activities associated with the event. 
SEC. 3. STRUCTURES AND EQUIPMENT. 

For the purposes of this resolution, the As-
sociation is authorized to erect upon the 
Capitol Grounds, subject to the approval of 
the Architect of the Capitol, such stage, 
sound amplification devices, and other re-
lated structures and equipment as may be re-
quired for the event to be carried out under 
this resolution. 
SEC. 4. ADDITIONAL ARRANGEMENTS. 

The Architect of the Capitol and the Cap-
itol Police Board are authorized to make any 
such additional arrangements that may be 
required to carry out the event under this 
resolution. 
SEC. 5. ENFORCEMENT OF RESTRICTIONS. 

The Capitol Police Board shall provide for 
enforcement of the restrictions contained in 
section 5104(c) of title 40, United States Code, 
concerning sales, advertisements, displays, 
and solicitations on the Capitol Grounds, as 
well as other restrictions applicable to the 
Capitol Grounds, with respect to the event to 
be carried out under this resolution. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentlewoman from 
Texas (Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON) 
and the gentleman from New York (Mr. 
KUHL) each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
woman from Texas. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of 

Texas. Madam Speaker, I ask unani-
mous consent that all Members have 5 
legislative days to revise and extend 
their remarks and include extraneous 
material on H. Con. Res. 311. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from Texas? 

There was no objection. 
Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of 

Texas. Madam Speaker, I yield myself 
such time as I may consume. 
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