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Congress that increasing American capabilities 
in science, mathematics, and technology edu-
cation should be a national priority. 

Two years ago, a National Academies panel 
led by Norm Augustine produced the ‘‘Rising 
Above the Gathering Storm’’ report, high-
lighting the critical state of our science, tech-
nology, engineering, and mathematics (STEM) 
workforce. 

Although this Congress passed America 
COMPETES Act last year, much more re-
mains to be done to ensure our Nation is pre-
pared to compete in the global economy in the 
21st century. And we simply will not be able 
to compete if we cannot produce a workforce 
that excels in STEM fields. 

We have barely begun to turn the page in 
meeting our workforce and innovation de-
mands. I am pleased that the resolution pro-
vides us the opportunity to raise awareness of 
this dire situation. Consider that: 

We still graduate half the number of physi-
cists that we did in 1956—before Sputnik 
spurred our last ‘‘great awakening’’ in science 
and engineering. 

One-third to half of those we graduate with 
science and engineering degrees are foreign 
students; and most of them will return to their 
home countries rather than applying their skills 
in the U.S. 

U.S. patents are down and our companies 
are spending more on tort legislation than on 
research and development. 

Tests still show that one-third of U.S. stu-
dents lack the competency to perform the 
most basic mathematical computations. 

Half of the money we made available for 
grants for college students in STEM fields is 
going unused. 

Our edge in aerospace research is in dan-
ger. Our historic prominence in automobiles 
and electronics manufacturing has long since 
eroded; we cannot afford to lose our aero-
space leadership. 

Above all else, I worry about our staggering 
$9 trillion debt and $54 trillion unfunded liabil-
ity. This debt is being fueled by uncontrollable 
entitlement program growth—which has grown 
from one-third of the federal budget in 1960 to 
over two-thirds today. 

This is critically important to our competitive-
ness because, without reforming entitlement 
programs such as Social Security, Medicare, 
Medicaid, and tax policy, we simply won’t 
have the resources to prepare our workforce 
to compete or to make the necessary invest-
ments in research. 

For the past year, Congressman JIM COO-
PER, a Democrat from Tennessee, and I have 
been working closely together on the Cooper- 
Wolf SAFE Commission Act. It has since gar-
nered nearly 100 bipartisan cosponsors. Mod-
eled after the base-closing process, the bill 
would create a bipartisan 16–member com-
mission to review entitlement spending, tax 
policy, debt, and all other Federal spending. 

The commission will look beyond the Belt-
way for solutions, holding at least 12 town 
meetings—one in each of the Nation’s Federal 
Reserve districts—over the span of 12 months 
in order to hear directly from the American 
people. And just like the base-closing process, 
the SAFE Commission Act would require and 
up-or-down vote on the commission’s pro-
posal—ensuring that Congress finally consid-

ered a comprehensive solution to this great 
challenge. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to join 
me in supporting this resolution. It is yet an-
other reminder that the next president and 
Congress must make both entitlement reform 
and American competitiveness top priorities. 

Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSTON of 
Texas. Mr. Speaker, I yield back the 
balance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentlewoman from Texas (Ms. 
EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON) that the 
House suspend the rules and agree to 
the concurrent resolution, H. Con. Res 
366. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the concur-
rent resolution was agreed to. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE 

A message from the Senate by Ms. 
Curtis, one of its clerks, announced 
that the Senate has passed without 
amendment a concurrent resolution of 
the House of the following title. 

H. Con. Res. 309. Concurrent resolution au-
thorizing the use of the Capitol Grounds for 
the District of Columbia Special Olympics 
Law Enforcement Torch Run. 

The message also announced that the 
Senate has passed bills of the following 
titles in which the concurrence of the 
House is requested: 

S. 2162. An act to improve the treatment 
and services provided by the Department of 
Veterans Affairs to veterans with post-trau-
matic stress disorder and substance use dis-
orders, and for other purposes. 

S. 2967. An act to provide for certain Fed-
eral employee benefits to be continued for 
certain employees of the Senate Restaurants 
after operations of the Senate Restaurants 
are contracted to be performed by a private 
business concern, and for other purposes. 

f 

RECOGNIZING OUTSTANDING 
WOMEN SCIENTISTS, TECH-
NOLOGISTS, ENGINEERS, AND 
MATHEMATICIANS ON MOTHER’S 
DAY, 2008 

Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of 
Texas. Mr. Speaker, I move to suspend 
the rules and agree to the resolution 
(H. Res. 1180) recognizing the efforts 
and contributions of outstanding 
women scientists, technologists, engi-
neers, and mathematicians in the 
United States and around the world on 
Mother’s Day, 2008, as amended. 

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion. 

The text of the resolution is as fol-
lows: 

H. RES. 1180 

Whereas women have been vitally impor-
tant to the fields of science, technology, en-
gineering, and mathematics and have trans-
formed the world and enhanced and improved 
the quality of life around the globe; 

Whereas the contributions of women are 
central to progress and to the development 
of knowledge in many areas, including chem-
istry, physics, biology, geology, engineering, 
mathematics, and astronomy, and these con-
tributions boost economic growth, create 
new jobs, and improve our knowledge and 
standard of living; 

Whereas there is a need to congratulate 
these women, educate the public about the 
important role of women in society, and rec-
ognize the contributions of women to the sci-
entific, technological, engineering, and 
mathematical communities; 

Whereas it is important to emphasize the 
extensive variety of careers available in the 
world of science, technology, engineering, 
and mathematics and to honor the tremen-
dous women that have contributed and will 
contribute to the advancement of knowledge 
in these disciplines; 

Whereas in order to ensure our Nation’s 
global competitiveness, our schools must 
continue to cultivate female scientists, tech-
nologists, engineers, and mathematicians 
from every background and neighborhood in 
our society to create the innovations of to-
morrow that will keep our Nation strong; 

Whereas a disproportionately low number 
of female students are pursuing careers in 
science, technology, engineering, and mathe-
matics, and it is crucial that we focus atten-
tion on increasing the participation of 
women; and 

Whereas there is a need to encourage in-
dustry, government, and academia to reach 
and educate millions of children on the im-
portant contributions women have made to 
science, technology, engineering, and mathe-
matics: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives— 

(1) recognizes the important contributions 
of women to science, technology, engineer-
ing, mathematics, and the health of many 
industries that have created new jobs, boost-
ed economic growth, and improved the Na-
tion’s competitiveness and standard of liv-
ing; 

(2) recognizes the need to increase the 
number of women participating in science, 
technology, engineering, and mathematics; 

(3) supports the role of women in science, 
technology, engineering, and mathematics; 
and 

(4) encourages the people of the United 
States to give appropriate recognition to 
women scientists, technologists, engineers, 
and mathematicians who have made impor-
tant contributions to our everyday lives. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentlewoman from 
Texas (Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON) 
and the gentleman from Texas (Mr. 
HALL) each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
woman from Texas. 

GENERAL LEAVE 

Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of 
Texas. Mr. Speaker, I ask unanimous 
consent that all Members may have 5 
legislative days to revise and extend 
their remarks and to include extra-
neous materials on House Resolution 
1180, the resolution now under consid-
eration. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from Texas? 

There was no objection. 

VerDate Mar 15 2010 12:50 Dec 21, 2010 Jkt 069102 PO 00000 Frm 00041 Fmt 0688 Sfmt 0634 E:\BR08\H04JN8.001 H04JN8w
w

oo
ds

2 
on

 D
S

K
1D

X
X

6B
1P

R
O

D
 w

ith
 B

O
U

N
D

 R
E

C
O

R
D


		Superintendent of Documents
	2020-02-12T20:05:51-0500
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




