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The people of Roscoe celebrated this 

momentous occasion on the weekend of 
July 4–6. A parade, car show, and local 
entertainment kick off the celebration, 
with picnics, art, and games in the 
beautiful city park. One hundred and 
twenty five years after its founding, 
Roscoe remains a vital community and 
a great asset to the wonderful State of 
South Dakota. I am proud to honor 
Roscoe on this historic milestone.∑ 
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125TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE 
FOUNDING OF GETTYSBURG, 
SOUTH DAKOTA 

∑ Mr. JOHNSON. Mr. President, today 
I wish to honor the city of Gettysburg, 
SD, and to recognize the 125th anniver-
sary of its founding. Situated in Potter 
County, Gettysburg’s history and suc-
cess is a testament to the great State 
of South Dakota. 

Gettysburg was settled in 1883 by 200 
Civil War veterans, thus sharing its 
name with the historical Pennsylvania 
battle. In fact, many street, township, 
and community names in Potter Coun-
ty mimic Civil War history. The Chi-
cago and Northwestern Railroads were 
a significant boost to the Gettysburg 
economy, and promoted a thriving ag-
ricultural and economic community. 
Gettysburg even boasts of the first 
swimming pool in the State of South 
Dakota being nearby. 

The 125th anniversary celebration 
will be held June 27–29, kicking off 
with an all class reunion. The festivi-
ties include a parade, ping-pong ball 
drop, antique car show, and banquet. 
For activities outside the celebration 
weekend, the Gettysburg Country 
Club’s fantastic golf course and Dakota 
Sunset Museum are a testament to the 
city’s progressive nostalgia. 

Mr. President, it has been my honor 
to represent the citizens of Gettysburg 
as a Member of Congress since 1986. I 
am proud to publicly recognize Gettys-
burg and congratulate the community 
on this achievement. As the people of 
Gettysburg take this opportunity to 
appreciate how far the city has come 
from its beginnings, I know they will 
understand the important role Gettys-
burg plays in making South Dakota 
the great State that it is.∑ 
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125TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE 
FOUNDING OF HOVEN, SOUTH 
DAKOTA 

∑ Mr. JOHNSON. Mr. President, today 
I pay tribute to the 125th anniversary 
of the founding of the community of 
Hoven, SD. After 125 years, this pro-
gressive community in the Blue Blan-
ket Valley will have a chance to reflect 
on its past and future, and I congratu-
late the people of Hoven for all that 
they have accomplished. 

Dating back to the Louisiana Pur-
chase in 1803, the establishment of the 
Dakota Territory in 1861, and the 

Homestead Act of 1862, Hoven is lo-
cated in Potter County of northeast 
South Dakota. Settled in 1883 east of 
Swan Lake, the enterprising prairie 
town boasted two general stores, a 
bank, a newspaper, a jewelry store, and 
two saloons to name only a few busi-
nesses. The grand ‘‘Cathedral of the 
Prairies’’ has graced the skyline of 
Hoven since its completion in the early 
20th century. 

The quasquicentennial festivities 
over the Fourth of July weekend com-
mence at twilight with a fireworks dis-
play. Additionally, the celebration will 
include a 5K, softball and golf tour-
naments, a parade, and a ‘‘Missed’’ 
Hoven Pageant, for any males desiring 
to compete for a pageant crown. 

Known today as the ‘‘little town with 
the big church,’’ Hoven has grown into 
a credit to the State of South Dakota 
with its business prosperity. The peo-
ple of Hoven will celebrate their 
achievements July 4–6. I am proud to 
join with the community members of 
Hoven in celebrating the last 125 years 
and looking forward to a promising fu-
ture.∑ 
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HONORING JOEL SOUTHERN 

∑ Ms. MURKOWSKI. Mr. President, 
today I bid farewell to a broadcast 
journalist who has done more to keep 
Alaskans informed of the happenings in 
Washington, DC, over the past 21 years 
than any other single journalist in the 
State. I rise to honor Joel Southern, 
the Washington, DC, correspondent for 
the Alaska Public Radio Network, and 
to wish him well in his future endeav-
ors. 

I entered politics in Alaska only in 
1998, but by that time I had been listen-
ing to Joel’s radio reports on Wash-
ington developments for nearly a dec-
ade. Most of my early knowledge of the 
political battle over the opening of the 
coastal plain of the Arctic National 
Wildlife Refuge to potential oil and gas 
development came from Joel’s reports, 
starting in 1987—the year when the en-
vironmental impact statement on 
ANWR first was released by the De-
partment of the Interior. 

My understanding of the efforts in 
Washington to change oil spill regula-
tions in the wake of the Exxon Valdez 
oil spill of 1989 came from Joel’s re-
porting. Growing up in Wrangell, I 
knew a good deal about Alaska’s south-
east timber industry, still Joel’s re-
porting over efforts to pass the 
Tongass Timber Reform Act in 1991 
gave me a breadth of understanding 
that has been invaluable during my 6 
years in the U.S. Senate. I could go on 
and on and on with other examples. 

Joel Southern has been the eyes in 
the Nation’s Capital for tens of thou-
sands of Alaskans who live across the 
far-flung reaches of our State; where 
local newspaper coverage is sparse, 
where TV coverage consists of cable 

coverage sometimes lacking in state-
wide or local news, and where only pub-
lic radio is the source of information 
and public affairs. 

Joel, a native of Winston-Salem, NC, 
moved to Washington in 1986, earning 
his master’s degree in journalism and 
public affairs from American Univer-
sity. While an undergrad student he 
worked as a student announcer start-
ing in 1981 at WFDD-FM, the Wake 
Forest University radio station, where 
he learned to pronounce the names of 
classical composers for his DJ stints, a 
skill that served him well when pro-
nouncing Inupiat and Native names, 
such as Tuntutaliak or Atqasuk or 
Atmautluak. 

Formerly an employee of the famed 
Berns—News—Bureau, a starting point 
for a number of great journalists, he 
moved onto the full-time staff of the 
Alaska Public Radio Network in 1991 
and since has provided more radio re-
ports for the network’s main news pro-
gram, Alaska News Nightly, than any 
other single individual. Over time Joel 
has learned more about the arcane 
areas of Alaska public land law, more 
about oil and gas production, more 
about commercial fishing and mining 
and more about the complex arena of 
politics in the 49th State than most 
anyone else. 

Rather than show off his expertise 
simply to promote his own ego, Joel 
uses his knowledge to constantly ex-
plain complex stories in simple, under-
standable terms. While he always asks 
tough, probing questions of politicians 
and newsmakers, Joel asks them in a 
fair, balanced and nonopinionated way. 
He does better at separating his per-
sonal opinions from his reporting than 
most anyone. He has been fair, unbi-
ased and totally objective for the en-
tirety of his two decades of Washington 
reporting—and that is a record he can 
be proud of. 

Over the past 21 years Joel has cov-
ered everything from the impeachment 
of a President to the contamination of 
Senate buildings by anthrax spores. He 
has covered the swearing in of three 
different Presidents, and reported on 
more changes in political leadership in 
Congress than veteran journalists 
twice his age. His range has been 
shown by both covering more congres-
sional hearings than most any congres-
sional correspondent and by working in 
subzero degree temperatures while cov-
ering the 1996 Iditarod Trail Sled Dog 
Race in Alaska. 

Along the way he has covered the Su-
preme Court and specialized in agricul-
tural news, producing the European 
Community Farm Line in conjunction 
with the European Union, produced 
stories for CBC Radio affiliates and the 
Australian Broadcasting Corp., pro-
vided pieces to National Public Radio 
on a variety of topics, and done some 
stringing for the AP. He has done 
interviews for C–SPAN and Canadian 
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