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Broadcasting Corporation radio sta-
tions. And he has written columns on 
Alaska oil and natural gas/energy pol-
icy for a Canadian publication, Far 
North Oil and Gas Journal. 

In between working seemingly con-
stantly, he has found time to marry his 
charming wife Helene, to be a devoted 
dad to two beautiful children, and still 
do more to inform Alaskans about the 
events in Washington that affect their 
future and the future of their children 
and grandchildren than most any other 
single journalist. And he has done it 
while displaying a keen curiosity, an 
impressive intellect, an insightful 
mind, a balanced sense of fairness and 
decency and a never-failing sense of 
good humor that is far too lacking 
both inside the U.S. Capitol and out-
side its walls. 

I will miss his presence in Wash-
ington, but I know Alaskans from 
Kaktovik to Adak and from Ketchikan 
to Point Hope will miss him even more. 
I can only wish Joel and his family the 
very best on their coming European ad-
venture and thank him for having done 
the best possible service to his adopted 
State; that of informing the citizens of 
Alaska with wisdom and wit for over 
two decades. 

Thank you, Joel, and God’s speed. I 
suspect I will be hearing your voice 
from Copenhagen during next year’s 
climate change COP 15 negotiations. 
Just remember while Alaska is cold, 
the wind in Denmark’s Jutland Penin-
sula blowing in from the North Sea can 
be almost as biting as Alaska’s North 
Slope. Again, best wishes and good 
luck in the future.∑ 
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HONORING DOLPHIN MINI GOLF 

∑ Ms. SNOWE. Mr. President, today I 
recognize a small business from my 
home State of Maine that recently 
hosted the 2008 U.S. ProMiniGolf Asso-
ciation’s U.S. Open Tournament. Dol-
phin Mini Golf, an 18-hole, par 50 mini-
ature golf course located in the charm-
ing Midcoast town of Boothbay, is the 
first location in the Northeast to host 
this exciting annual event. 

Dolphin Mini Golf is no ordinary 
miniature golf course. A nautical 
theme pervades the landscape, with 
each hole having a unique decoration. 
Laden with challenging obstacles, from 
a fisherman’s house to a whale’s eye, 
and dotted with dolphins, lighthouses, 
and anchors, the course is a taxing test 
for even the most advanced miniature 
golfer. Additionally, the rotating ship’s 
wheel and spinning lobster buoys pro-
vide the course with an added level of 
difficulty. 

A perfect attraction for tourists to 
the Maine coast and locals alike, Dol-
phin Mini Golf has earned its reputa-
tion as one of the country’s premier 
miniature golf entertainment com-
plexes. In fact, Dolphin has been rated 
as one of the top 10 mini golf courses 

nationwide by several professionals on 
multiple occasions in USA Today. This 
made Dolphin Mini Golf an ideal loca-
tion for the recent 11th annual U.S. 
Open Tournament, which was held on 
May 17 and 18 and organized by the 
U.S. ProMiniGolf Association, which 
promotes the increased play of minia-
ture golf and sanctions several tour-
naments each year. This year’s U.S. 
Open featured entrants from across the 
United States and Europe and con-
sisted of six separate events, including 
a junior tournament, as well as senior 
and amateur divisions. 

Dolphin’s owner, Lee Stoddard, de-
cided to use the opportunity of hosting 
the event to highlight something big-
ger than sports. He selected Operation 
Recognition, a non-profit organization 
that recognizes America’s servicemem-
bers by providing them with a week of 
relaxation in Maine, to receive pro-
ceeds from the U.S. Open. Operation 
Recognition was founded in May 2007, 
and its vacations provide military fam-
ilies with all-expense-paid trips, in-
cluding lodging, scenic boat tours, and, 
naturally, passes to play at Dolphin 
Mini Golf. 

In addition to this year’s U.S. Open, 
Dolphin Mini Golf hosts its own tour-
nament each September. This 14-year 
tradition draws players from near and 
far to benefit a good cause: the tour-
nament raises money for Shriners Hos-
pitals for Children in New England. 
These crucial facilities provide treat-
ment for children with a variety of ill-
nesses and ailments, including burn 
victims, orthopedic care, and spinal 
cord injury rehabilitation. Mr. 
Stoddard’s commitment to the welfare 
of the region’s neediest children is 
truly admirable. 

Dolphin Mini Golf is a fitting symbol 
of Maine’s creative entrepreneurship. 
But under Lee Stoddard’s leadership, it 
also represents a sincere kindness and 
compassion. Through sheer hard work 
and dedication, Mr. Stoddard has 
turned Dolphin into an exemplary min-
iature golf course and a standout small 
business. I congratulate everyone at 
Dolphin Mini Golf for earning the 
honor of playing host to this year’s 
U.S. Open Tournament and thank them 
for their considerable generosity to our 
Nation’s veterans and children.∑ 
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MESSAGES FROM THE PRESIDENT 
Messages from the President of the 

United States were communicated to 
the Senate by Mrs. Neiman, one of his 
secretaries. 

f 

EXECUTIVE MESSAGES REFERRED 
As in executive session the Presiding 

Officer laid before the Senate messages 
from the President of the United 
States submitting sundry nominations, 
a treaty and a withdrawal which were 
referred to the appropriate commit-
tees. 

(The nominations received today are 
printed at the end of the Senate pro-
ceedings.) 
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MESSAGES FROM THE HOUSE 

At 11:03 a.m., a message from the 
House of Representatives, delivered by 
Ms. Niland, one of its reading clerks, 
announced that the House has passed 
the following bill, in which it requests 
the concurrence of the Senate: 

H. R. 6049. An act to amend the Internal 
Revenue Code of 1986 to provide incentives 
for energy production and conservation, to 
extend certain expiring provisions, to pro-
vide individual income tax relief, and for 
other purposes. 

At 3:06 p.m, a message from the 
House of Representatives, delivered by 
Ms. Niland, one of its reading clerks, 
announced that the House has passed 
the following bill, without amendment: 

S. 2420. An act to encourage the donation 
of excess food to nonprofit organizations 
that provide assistance to food-insecure peo-
ple in the United States in contracts entered 
into by executive agencies for the provision, 
service, or sale of food. 

The message also announced that the 
House has passed the following bills, in 
which it requests the concurrence of 
the Senate: 

H.R. 1734. An act to designate the facility 
of the United States Postal Service located 
at 630 Northeast Killingsworth Avenue in 
Portland, Oregon, as the ‘‘Dr. Martin Luther 
King, Jr. Post Office’’. 

H.R. 3774. An act to provide for greater di-
versity within, and to improve policy direc-
tion and oversight of, the Senior Executive 
Service. 

H.R. 4106. An act to improve teleworking in 
executive agencies by developing a telework 
program that allows employees to telework 
at least 20 percent of the hours worked in 
every 2 administrative workweeks, and for 
other purposes. 

H.R. 4791. An act to amend title 44, United 
States Code, to strengthen requirements for 
ensuring the effectiveness of information se-
curity controls over information resources 
that support Federal operations and assets, 
and for other purposes. 

H.R. 5477. An act to designate the facility 
of the United States Postal Service located 
at 120 South Del Mar Avenue in San Gabriel, 
California, as the ‘‘Chi Mui Post Office 
Building’’. 

The message further announced that 
the House has agreed to the following 
concurrent resolution, in which it re-
quests the concurrence of the Senate: 

H. Con. Res. 138. Concurrent resolution 
supporting National Men’s Health Week. 

f 

MEASURES REFERRED 

The following bills were read the first 
and the second times by unanimous 
consent, and referred as indicated: 

H.R. 1734. An act to designate the facility 
of the United States Postal Service located 
at 630 Northeast Killingsworth Avenue in 
Portland, Oregon, as the ‘‘Dr. Martin Luther 
King, Jr. Post Office’’; to the Committee on 
Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs. 
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