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In addition to that, I will tell my 

friend that oil and gas companies hold 
leases to nearly 68 million acres of Fed-
eral land and waters on which they are 
not producing oil and gas. It is our be-
lief and experts’ belief that these 68 
million acres of leased but currently 
inactive Federal lands and waters 
could produce an additional 4.8 million 
barrels of oil and 44.7 billion cubic feet 
of natural gas each day. That is exist-
ing leases on existing land that are not 
being used today. 

As a matter of fact, well less than 
half of the currently authorized leased 
land for oil drilling is not being used. It 
would nearly double if we did that 
total U.S. oil production and increased 
domestic natural gas production, by 75 
percent. That is without a single new 
lease or single new drilling authoriza-
tion being passed. 

It would also, of course, cut U.S. oil 
imports by more than a third and be 
more than six times the estimated 
peak production from the Arctic Na-
tional Wildlife Refuge that is discussed 
so much on your side of the aisle. 

So while we are trying to focus on 
understanding what effect high prices 
have today and what manipulation 
may be going on in the marketplace 
today that is impacting on prices, we 
do continue to focus on the long-term 
solution, which is not, frankly, looking 
at petroleum products, which are a 
wasting resource and which will not in 
your lifetime and my lifetime but in 
our grandchildren’s lifetime not be the 
source of energy to either power our 
cars or our economy but alternative 
sources of energy. 

We look forward to working with you 
on all of those. We believe that there is 
a lot of excess capacity in refining, ex-
cess capacity on leases for oil and for 
natural gas that currently exists that, 
for whatever reasons, are not being 
pursued now. 

Mr. BLUNT. I appreciate the gentle-
man’s information on that. I will even 
be glad to accept some of it. Maybe 
gasoline was $1.46 in 2000. It had moved 
almost to $2.50 in the next 6 years. It 
has gone to $4 in the last 18 months. 
That is a record we are more than 
happy to talk about. 

In terms of refining capacity, actu-
ally we have been bringing refined gas 
product into the country in recent 
months. I don’t know enough about re-
fineries to know if a 10 percent 
downage in refineries is normal or not. 
I do know we haven’t built a new refin-
ery since 1976, and a number have 
closed. 

In terms of seeking oil, the Chinese 
now have an agreement with the Cu-
bans that they can drill for oil 45 miles 
off our coast. Our companies can’t do 
that. There’s tremendous potential, I 
believe, and I think many of our col-
leagues on both sides of the aisle do, in 
the water, in the oil shale, and cer-
tainly the gentleman is right, and nei-

ther of us want to particularly give 
away our age in suggesting that that 
transition that we both anticipate will 
occur, will not totally occur in our life-
time. Even if we knew what it was 
right now, the last person will put the 
last gallon of gas in the last car that 
burns gas 30 or 40 years after we move 
toward whatever that next thing is 
that powers the economy. 

We certainly need to encourage get-
ting there, and I think there are many 
parts to that puzzle, from wind and 
solar and nuclear and better battery 
technology. But we firmly believe that 
you can have impact, and I don’t mean 
we in the royal sense, I mean those of 
us who have been talking for years 
about supply, that you can have im-
pact on the world price by just an-
nouncing that the United States was 
going to go after its reserves, known 
and unknown, and that unknown cri-
teria is much more promising because 
of recent finds in this entire hemi-
sphere than we would have thought it 
would have been. 

We are eager to enter into that and 
feel strongly that more supply is part 
of the important transition to a dif-
ferent energy future, and would like to 
see legislation on the floor that in-
creases supply. 

In terms of legislation, one issue that 
we have talked a lot about, you and I 
have worked on, one of my colleagues 
has worked on a lot, the Foreign Intel-
ligence Surveillance Act, I am going to 
yield for a moment to my good friend 
from California. 

Mr. DANIEL E. LUNGREN of Cali-
fornia. I thank the gentleman for yield-
ing. 

I would just like to underscore the 
seriousness of the Foreign Intelligence 
Surveillance Act fix. We did it, as the 
gentleman knows, last August, for a 6- 
month period of time, the Protect 
America Act. It was enough bipartisan 
support that it passed, but it had a 6- 
month life on it. Since February 16 at 
12:01 a.m. we have not had that or simi-
lar ability for our intelligence commu-
nity to act. 

While they made some decisions 
within that 6-month period which 
carry over to the present time, as the 
gentleman from Maryland knows, we 
are up against it with respect to this 
summer. 

b 1600 
I know that the distinguished major-

ity leader announced his hope that we 
would have some sort of answer on this 
before Memorial Day. We missed that 
date. The gentleman knows our posi-
tion, that a vast majority of Members 
on this side of the aisle, combined with 
the Members on your side of the aisle 
who have publicly said they would sup-
port the bipartisan Senate version, 
would give us that answer today. But I 
understand that the gentleman is at-
tempting to mollify more Members on 
his side of the aisle. 

So my question would be, can the dis-
tinguished majority leader give us 
some idea of when we might see some-
thing on the floor that we might vote 
on that might in his judgment get 
enough bipartisan support to pass in 
the event that you continue not to 
bring us the Senate bill? 

Mr. BLUNT. Reclaiming my time, I 
yield to my friend. 

Mr. HOYER. I thank the gentleman 
for yielding and I thank the gentleman 
for his observation and question. While 
I don’t have a date, I do believe that we 
are making very significant progress. 
You have heard me quoted as saying 
that on the floor. I think that has been 
true for the last, frankly, 4 to 5 weeks, 
and I really think that everybody who 
has been addressing has been working 
in a very forthright, open and conscien-
tious way to get us to a place where we 
can have legislation on the floor which 
will accomplish the objective the gen-
tleman seeks. 

I think we are making good progress, 
and I am therefore hopeful that this 
will be sooner rather than later. I don’t 
want to set a date. I wanted to do it by 
Memorial Day. We didn’t get there. But 
we are working very hard, and I am 
hopeful in the near future we will get 
there. 

Mr. DANIEL E. LUNGREN of Cali-
fornia. Will the gentleman further 
yield? 

Mr. BLUNT. I further yield to the 
gentleman. 

Mr. DANIEL E. LUNGREN of Cali-
fornia. The distinguished majority 
leader has indicated we did not have 
the urgency of passing this because 
until August of next year it appeared 
that we had certain protections. We 
can’t articulate what those are here on 
the floor. So I guess my question would 
be, does the gentleman expect that we 
will have it to vote before we leave for 
our recess in August? 

Mr. HOYER. Yes. 
Mr. BLUNT. I thank the gentleman. 
After next week, we have 2 weeks re-

maining before our July 4 District 
Work Period, and I hope we can con-
tinue to work together to find a solu-
tion to that problem, to get the supple-
mental on and off the floor in a way 
that it properly funds the troops, and 
we get our work done. We will be work-
ing together to do that. 

f 

ADJOURNMENT TO MONDAY, JUNE 
9, 2008 

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, I ask 
unanimous consent that when the 
House adjourns today, it adjourn to 
meet at 12:30 p.m. on Monday next for 
morning-hour debate. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Maryland? 

There was no objection. 

VerDate Mar 15 2010 13:23 Dec 21, 2010 Jkt 069102 PO 00000 Frm 00044 Fmt 0688 Sfmt 0634 E:\BR08\H05JN8.001 H05JN8w
w

oo
ds

2 
on

 D
S

K
1D

X
X

6B
1P

R
O

D
 w

ith
 B

O
U

N
D

 R
E

C
O

R
D



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—HOUSE, Vol. 154, Pt. 8 11499 June 5, 2008 
DISPENSING WITH CALENDAR 

WEDNESDAY BUSINESS ON 
WEDNESDAY NEXT 

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, I ask 
unanimous consent that the business 
in order under the calendar Wednesday 
rule be dispensed with on Wednesday 
next. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Maryland? 

There was no objection. 
f 

HONORING HOUSE PAGES 

(Mr. KILDEE asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. KILDEE. Mr. Speaker, I would 
ask the pages to come up here and oc-
cupy the seats in the Chamber. Any-
where you want, either side. Maybe the 
next time you occupy that seat, you 
will be a Member of this body. 

Mr. Speaker, I would like to take 
this opportunity to express my per-
sonal gratitude and the gratitude of 
the entire House to all the pages who 
have served so diligently in the House 
of Representatives during the 110th 
Congress. 

This is the 16th Congress that I have 
served in. I have been Chairman of the 
Page Board or ranking member for 
about 20, 23, 24 years. I was appointed 
by Tip O’Neill. That is probably an-
cient history to you. That is very re-
cent history to me. 

Mr. Speaker, I have attached a list of 
the fine young people who have served 
this House as pages and will include 
their names as part of the CONGRES-
SIONAL RECORD. 

U.S. HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES PAGES 
SPRING CLASS OF 2008 

Adriana Daniela Aguilar, TX; Claire 
Jumanna Ashcraft, CA; Cole Salim Ashcraft, 
CA; Hannah Elizabeth Barkley, MS; Maurice 
Patrick Barry, MA; Erika Lauren Bertrand, 
NE; Amber E. Cassady, TX; Charles E. Coe, 
PA; John Cowart, FL; Maggie Carlisle Cupit, 
MS; and Matt Cyr, TN. 

Carlos DeLaTorre, TX; Stephanie Diaz, HI; 
Brandon Estes, FL; Kelly Jo Fuller, GA; 
Shara Guarnaccia, NJ; Philmon Ghirmai 
Haile, WA; Jane Elizabeth Hamm, OK; Kath-
leen Shea Howard, NC; Michael J. Janusa, 
TX; Evan R. Johnson, IA; and Matt Jolley, 
UT. 

Tara Marie Kelly, MA; Esther Kofman, CA; 
Satchel Clay Kornfeld, OR; Lauren LaVelle, 
CA; Thomas Lerum, CA; Brian Licata. NJ; 
Victoria Linville, TN; Jessica L. Malekos- 
Smith, CA; Jill E. Marshall, NY and Tara 
Mason, MO. 

Elizabeth Milner, MS; Elizabeth L. 
Monsma, CA; Tiana Moore, CA; Jesse Mark 
Neugebauer, NE; Kaleigh Elizabeth Nolan, 
NY; Courtney Shene Owens, SC; Daniel 
Pavlovic, CA; Emma Peel, TX; Jacob Wil-
liam Peeples, MA; Ashley S. Pierce, DC; and 
Wylee M. Price, NM. 

Miles Pulsford, KY; Andre Renaldo 
Fernandez, PR; Elizabeth Ann Reynolds, WA; 
Yi Ping Caitlin Patricia Roberts, VA; Max D. 
Robertson, NC; Jason Oliver Roman, NY; 
Jeffrey P. Schumacher, OH; Lea Shipman, 

AK; Hannah Leigh Shuman, FL; and Katie 
Smith, CA. 

Feddie Justin Strickland, SC; Lianna 
Stroster, MI; Alexandria Christian 
Templeton, AL; Callie Sioux Tysdal, SD; 
Timothy Wainwright, PA; Megan Walden, 
CA; Nicki Warner, WV; Gabriel M. Weinstein, 
MD; Nicole M. Westergaard, IA; and Kiyan H. 
Williams, NJ. 

To the Page Class of Spring 2008—Thank 
you and good luck! 

I am sure you will pick up several 
copies of that RECORD when you go 
home. 

We all recognize the important role 
that congressional pages play in help-
ing the U.S. House of Representatives 
operate. This group of young people, 
who come from all across our Nation, 
represent what is really good about our 
country. 

To become a page, these young peo-
ple have proven themselves to be aca-
demically qualified. They have ven-
tured away from the security of their 
homes and families to spend time in an 
unfamiliar city. Through this experi-
ence, they have witnessed a new cul-
ture, made new friends and learned the 
details of how government operates. 

As we all know, the job of a congres-
sional page is not an easy one. Along 
with being away from home, the pages 
must possess the maturity to balance 
competing demands for their time and 
for their energy. In addition, they must 
have the dedication to work long hours 
and the ability to interact with people 
at a personal level. At the same time, 
Mr. Speaker, they face a challenging 
academic schedule of classes in the 
House Page School. 

You pages have witnessed the House 
debate issues of war and peace, hunger 
and poverty, justice and civil rights. 
You served this House during a time of 
war. Many pages have never experi-
enced that. You have seen the awesome 
responsibility Members of this House 
have when they vote on that question 
of war and when they vote on the fund-
ing of that war. You have witnessed a 
great deal of real history. 

You have seen Congress at moments 
of greatness, and you have seen Con-
gress with all its human frailties. You 
have witnessed the workings of an in-
stitution that has endured well over 200 
years. No one has seen Congress and 
Members of the Congress as close up as 
you have. I am sure that you will con-
sider your time spent in Washington, 
D.C., to be one of the most valuable 
and exciting experiences of your lives, 
and that with this experience you will 
all move ahead to lead successful and 
productive lives. 

Mr. Speaker, as Chairman of the 
House Page Board, I ask my colleagues 
to join me in honoring this group of 
distinguished young Americans. You 
certainly will be missed. Individually 
and collectively, you are great. I try to 
walk by the desk and say hello to you. 
I see you in the hallway carrying flags 
or whatever your mission may be. But 

individually and collectively, you are 
great. 

In closing, I would also like to thank 
the members of the House Page Board 
who provided such fantastic service to 
this institution. Myself as Chair; Con-
gressman ROB BISHOP, the Vice Chair; 
Congresswoman DIANA DEGETTE; Con-
gresswoman VIRGINIA FOXX. One nice 
thing about the congressional members 
is we are not only members of the Page 
Board, but we like one another. We get 
along really well, and that is very help-
ful. 

We have also the Clerk of the House, 
Lorraine Miller; we have the Sergeant 
at Arms, Bill Livingood, as a member; 
and we have two members who are not 
directly attached to the House; Ms. 
Lynn Silversmith Klein, who is the 
parent of a page, and Mr. Adam Jones, 
a former page. I want to thank you for 
your service on the House Page Board. 
It has been really a great experience 
for me. 

And I want to thank our departing 
pages. I can really say this: You have 
influenced us. You have inspired us. We 
look at you and say most of what we do 
here is going to affect you more than it 
affects us. I really have great hope for 
the future when I look at you. This 
House I can say because of that is a 
better House, because of you. I thank 
you. 

I yield first to the Vice Chair of the 
Page Board, my friend from Utah. 

ROB, come forward here. 
Mr. BISHOP of Utah. I have to join 

with Representative KILDEE in thank-
ing you for being here and being part of 
the system and for the service that you 
have rendered. I hope it has been prof-
itable for all of you as it has been prof-
itable for us as we benefited from your 
particular system here, and I hope it 
also spurs you to have a continued in-
terest in government and in politics. I 
realize that is not the norm. 

When I was born, my father was 
mayor of the community. I always saw 
him involved in politics. I thought 
every family did that. What I found 
out, quite frankly, is that it is atypi-
cal. But what I hope for you is it is not 
atypical, and this spurs you on to con-
tinue to want to study, to participate 
and be a part of government. 

The brilliance of our system of lay 
government is that common people can 
come together and you don’t have to be 
trained to do this job. I know the way 
we do it, you think probably we should 
be trained. But, at the same time, com-
mon people can talk about issues and 
can make decisions for themselves. 

We are both old teachers. As a his-
tory teacher, I now get to talk about 
F–22s and F–35s and public land policy 
and can do that because that is the way 
the system is designed. And through all 
of the flaws and the bumps and the 
grinds, the bottom line is still our sys-
tem works. 

I encourage you as you go back there 
to finish your education, become in-
volved in your communities, become 
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