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Whereas, the Pennsylvania Higher Edu-

cation Assistance Agency (PHEAA) has expe-
rienced ‘‘failed auctions’’ in the troubled 
bond market for the first time in its history, 
substantially increasing its cost of bor-
rowing and putting its ability to fund addi-
tional student loans at risk; and 

Whereas, the focus is first and foremost to 
protect the interests of families residing in 
this Commonwealth, but everyone must un-
derstand that this is a national problem that 
requires a national solution; and 

Whereas, without decisive Federal inter-
vention, the resulting financial stress placed 
on students and families could be disastrous; 
Therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the General Assembly of the 
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania call for im-
mediate action from the United States Sec-
retary of the Treasury, the United States 
Secretary of Education, the chairman of the 
Federal Reserve Board and the president of 
the Federal Home Loan Bank of Pittsburgh 
to use all means and authorities available to 
them to provide needed short-term and long- 
term financial assistance to assure the avail-
ability of student loans to students and fam-
ilies of this Commonwealth; and be it further 

Resolved, That copies of this resolution be 
transmitted to the United States Secretary 
of the Treasury, the United States Secretary 
of Education, the chairman of the Federal 
Reserve Board and the president of the Fed-
eral Home Loan Bank of Pittsburgh and the 
presiding officer of each house of Congress 
and to each member of Congress from Penn-
sylvania. 

POM–367. A resolution adopted by the 
House of Representatives of the State of 
Maine urging Congress to enact legislation 
to ensure health care for all. to the Com-
mittee on Health, Education, Labor, and 
Pensions. 

JOINT RESOLUTION 
Whereas, every person in Maine and in the 

United States deserves access to affordable, 
quality health care: and 

Whereas, there is a growing crisis in health 
care in the United States of America, mani-
fested by rising health care costs, increased 
premiums, increased out-of-pocket spending, 
the decreased competitiveness of our busi-
nesses in the global economy and significant 
worker layoffs; and 

Whereas, most health insurance access is 
provided through employment, and health 
insurance premiums have grown 4 times fast-
er than worker earnings over the last 6 
years; and 

Whereas, Maine ranks 5th in the nation in 
access to health care and 2nd in quality and 
is committed to maintaining access to af-
fordable, quality health care for all Maine 
people and all Americans; and 

Whereas, forty-seven million Americans 
lack health insurance, with 129,000 people in 
Maine without health insurance; and 

Whereas, even those insured now often ex-
perience unacceptable medical debt and 
sometimes life-threatening delays in obtain-
ing health care; and 

Whereas, those without health insurance 
suffer higher rates of mortality and a de-
creased quality of life; and 

Whereas, access to consistent, preventive 
health care saves lives and dollars; and 

Whereas, one-half of all personal bank-
ruptcies are due to illnesses or medical bills; 
and 

Whereas, the complex, fragmented and bu-
reaucratic system for financing and pro-
viding health insurance consumes approxi-
mately 30% of United States health care 
spending; and 

Whereas, access to affordable health care 
will improve the competitiveness of busi-
nesses and the viability of our health care 
providers; now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That we, your Memorialists, on 
behalf of the people we represent, take this 
opportunity to respectfully urge and request 
that the United States Congress enact legis-
lation to ensure the availability of health 
care for all Americans that guarantees qual-
ity, affordable health care coverage for every 
American; and be it further 

Resolved, That suitable copies of this reso-
lution, duly authenticated by the Secretary 
of State, be transmitted to the President of 
the United States Senate, to the Speaker of 
the United States House of Representatives 
and to each Member of the Maine Congres-
sional Delegation. 

f 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES 

The following reports of committees 
were submitted: 

By Mr. LIEBERMAN, from the Committee 
on Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs, without amendment: 

H.R. 3179. A bill to amend title 40, United 
States Code, to authorize the use of Federal 
supply schedules for the acquisition of law 
enforcement, security, and certain other re-
lated items by State and local governments 
(Rept. No. 110–344). 

By Mr. ROCKEFELLER, from the Select 
Committee on Intelligence: 

Special Report entitled ‘‘Whether Public 
Statements Regarding Iraq by U.S. Govern-
ment Officials were Substantiated by Intel-
ligence Information’’ (Rept. No. 110–345). Ad-
ditional and Minority Views. 

By Mr. ROCKEFELLER, from the Select 
Committee on Intelligence: 

Special Report entitled ‘‘Intelligence Ac-
tivities Relating to Iraq Conducted by the 
Policy Counterterrorism Evaluation Group 
and the Office of Special Plans within the Of-
fice of the Under Secretary of Defense for 
Policy’’ (Rept. No. 110–346). Minority View. 

By Mr. INOUYE, from the Committee on 
Commerce, Science, and Transportation, 
with amendments and an amendment to the 
title: 

S. 2355. A bill to amend the National Cli-
mate Program Act to enhance the ability of 
the United States to develop and implement 
climate change adaptation programs and 
policies, and for other purposes (Rept. No. 
110–347). 

f 

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS AND 
JOINT RESOLUTIONS 

The following bills and joint resolu-
tions were introduced, read the first 
and second times by unanimous con-
sent, and referred as indicated: 

By Mrs. BOXER (for herself and Mr. 
GREGG): 

S. 3084. A bill to amend the Immigration 
and Nationality Act to authorize certain 
aliens who have earned a master’s or higher 
degree from a United States institution of 
higher education in a field of science, tech-
nology, engineering, or mathematics to be 
admitted for permanent residence and for 
other purposes; to the Committee on the Ju-
diciary. 

By Mr. TESTER (for himself, Mr. 
CRAPO, Mr. BAUCUS, and Mr. CRAIG): 

S. 3085. A bill to require the Secretary of 
the Interior to establish a cooperative water-
shed management program, and for other 

purposes; to the Committee on Energy and 
Natural Resources. 

By Mr. DURBIN: 
S. 3086. A bill to amend the antitrust laws 

to ensure competitive market-based fees and 
terms for merchants’ access to electronic 
payment systems; to the Committee on the 
Judiciary. 

By Ms. SNOWE: 
S. 3087. A bill to amend title 38, United 

States Code, to make certain improvements 
in the home loan guaranty programs admin-
istered by the Secretary of Veterans Affairs, 
and for other purposes; to the Committee on 
Veterans’ Affairs. 

By Mr. WYDEN: 
S. 3088. A bill to designate certain land in 

the State of Oregon as wilderness, and for 
other purposes; to the Committee on Energy 
and Natural Resources. 

By Mr. WYDEN: 
S. 3089. A bill to designate certain land in 

the State of Oregon as wilderness, to provide 
for the exchange of certain Federal land and 
non-Federal land, and for other purposes; to 
the Committee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources. 

By Mrs. MCCASKILL (for herself, Mr. 
SPECTER, Mr. OBAMA, and Mrs. CLIN-
TON): 

S. 3090. A bill to provide for adequate over-
sight and inspection by the Federal Aviation 
Administration of facilities outside the 
United States that perform maintenance and 
repair work on United States commercial 
aircraft, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Commerce, Science, and Transpor-
tation. 

By Mr. COBURN (for himself, Mr. MAR-
TINEZ, and Mr. CASEY): 

S. 3091. A bill to amend title XVIII of the 
Social Security Act to exempt negative pres-
sure wound therapy pumps and related sup-
plies and accessories from the Medicare com-
petitive acquisition program until the clin-
ical comparability of such products can be 
validated; to the Committee on Finance. 

By Mr. MENENDEZ (for himself and 
Ms. MIKULSKI): 

S. 3092. A bill to amend the Public Health 
Service Act to ensure sufficient resources 
and increase efforts for research at the Na-
tional Institutes of Health relating to Alz-
heimer’s disease, to authorize an education 
and outreach program to promote public 
awareness and risk reduction with respect to 
Alzheimer’s disease (with particular empha-
sis on education and outreach in Hispanic 
populations), and for other purposes; to the 
Committee on Health, Education, Labor, and 
Pensions. 

By Mr. GRASSLEY: 
S. 3093. A bill to extend and improve the ef-

fectiveness of the employment eligibility 
confirmation program; to the Committee on 
the Judiciary. 

By Mr. LAUTENBERG (for himself, 
Mr. MENENDEZ, Mrs. CLINTON, and Mr. 
SCHUMER): 

S. 3094. A bill to amend the National Trails 
System Act to provide for a study of the 
Long Path Trail, a system of trails and po-
tential trails running from Fort Lee, New 
Jersey, to the Adirondacks in New York, to 
determine whether to add the trail to the 
National Trails System, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Energy and Nat-
ural Resources. 

By Mr. BAUCUS: 
S. 3095. A bill to amend title XVIII of the 

Social Security Act to expand the Medicare 
Rural Hospital Flexibility Program to in-
crease the delivery of mental health services 
and other health services to veterans of Op-
eration Enduring Freedom and Operation 
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