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If we treat global warming politi-

cally, as so many of the other side of 
the aisle did today, if we abdicate our 
responsibility, if we ignore reality, if 
we twiddle our thumbs as the destruc-
tive effects of global warming inten-
sify, we will lose our chance to shape 
the future because, simply put, we will 
be squandering it. 

I applaud Senator BOXER, the chair-
woman of the Environment and Public 
Works Committee, a tireless advocate 
for clean air, safe drinking water, and 
healthy families. 

This was not an easy vote. This en-
tire week I have listened to the speech-
es on the Senate floor, and I have lis-
tened to my colleagues speak elo-
quently on the need for global climate 
change legislation. I fully agree with 
the environmental goals of this bill— 
mandatory caps, the science-based 
timeline. This, as I said, is the moral 
question of our generation. I have the 
utmost respect for my colleagues who 
have worked so long and so hard to 
craft this historic legislation and for 
environmental advocates in Ohio and 
across the country. I am 100 percent 
committed to passing a robust, manda-
tory cap-and-trade policy. However, 
while we have been debating climate 
policy, Ohioans have been getting bad 
news. 

This has been a particularly tough 
week for my State. In the last 7 days, 
Ohioans learned that our State may 
soon lose another 10,000 jobs. Those are 
not just jobs. They are the building 
blocks, the foundation for individual 
achievement, family security, and 
community survivability. They are 
about health care, they are about op-
portunity, they are about sending kids 
to college, they are about admission to 
the middle class. 

Now that foundation is crumbling— 
10,000 good-paying jobs in 1 week. Since 
2001, Ohio has lost more than 200,000 
manufacturing jobs. 

We have, to be sure, a moral obliga-
tion to our planet. For me, that obliga-
tion stems from Scripture which makes 
each of us a steward of our planet, of 
this Earth. We also have an oppor-
tunity and obligation to Ohioans and 
to all Americans. We have the oppor-
tunity and the obligation to write glob-
al warming policy that is sustainable, 
equitable, beneficial, both domestically 
and globally, both environmentally and 
economically. We can do that. We can 
write a bill to do that. We can write a 
law to do that or we can settle for a 
work that I believe is still in progress. 

I cannot settle and could not settle a 
moment ago in my vote for this legisla-
tion because it needlessly may hurt my 
State because it fails to protect 
against what could be a policy that ex-
ports emissions rather than elimi-
nating emissions. 

I submitted five amendments to this 
bill that were designed to produce a 
final bill that would combat global 

warming without undermining Amer-
ican families, without hurting families 
from Galion to Gallipolis, from Cin-
cinnati to Ashtabula. Unfortunately, 
after today’s cloture vote, there was no 
opportunity to debate and vote on 
those amendments. Given the chance, I 
would have fought to redistribute the 
financial burden imposed by this bill so 
Ohio would receive a fair share, rather 
than the short end of the stick. 

I would have fought to provide suffi-
cient transition assistance for energy- 
intensive manufacturing so our Nation 
does not lose those crucial national-se-
curity oriented, in many cases, crucial 
jobs. I would have fought to ensure do-
mestic manufacturers a level playing 
field with companies from countries 
without global warming requirements. 

A plant shuts down in Steubenville 
or Lima, OH, a plant that has followed 
Ohio and national environmental law 
over the years, and moves to China. We 
lose our jobs, and emissions get even 
greater because the Chinese do not 
have the environmental laws we do. 
That is part of the problem with U.S. 
trade policy. That is another time for 
another speech and another day. But if 
we don’t take this right step to ensure 
domestic manufacturers a level playing 
field with companies from countries 
without global warming requirements, 
we might as well throw a going-away 
party for the steel industry, the ce-
ment industry, the glass industry, alu-
minum industry, the chemical indus-
try, for foundry after foundry after 
foundry in Ravenna, Chillicothe, Mans-
field, and Marion. We might as well 
pray for a miracle when it comes to 
global warming because as we export 
those jobs to countries that have weak 
environmental laws, we will be export-
ing emissions so they come in quan-
tities of twice as much from smoke-
stacks in China than they come from 
smokestacks in Ohio. 

I would have fought for greater cap-
ital investment in emerging green 
businesses and manufacturing. We need 
to go green to achieve our goals. We 
need to rebuild our manufacturing sec-
tor to remain a self-sufficient nation 
and the strongest economy on the plan-
et. 

We can pass legislation that can be a 
jobs legislation, energy legislation, en-
vironmental legislation if we do the 
right thing and encourage our compa-
nies and our investors to build solar 
panels and solar cells, to build fuel 
cells, to build wind turbines, to move 
forward on all the kinds of biomass en-
ergy production that we know how to 
do in this country. 

Why wouldn’t we invest in the re-
search, infrastructure, job training, 
and the commercialization needed to 
secure our independence from foreign 
oil, to fight global warming, to revi-
talize our economy? Mr. President, 
why wouldn’t we? 

I would have fought for resources to 
help coal communities diversify their 

economies. If we ignore these commu-
nities, we breed poverty. Go with me to 
southeast Ohio and look at the number 
of people who are lining up in food pan-
tries, lining up for food to get through 
the week, to get through the month, to 
get through the winter and now the 
spring, as most people in those families 
hold jobs, often full time, often part 
time. They don’t pay enough because of 
what has happened to coal miners and 
what has happened to industry in 
southeast Ohio. 

We, in moral terms and practical 
terms, cannot let that happen. If we ig-
nore these communities, as I said, we 
breed more poverty. That is not a pre-
diction, that is a fact. 

I was not given the opportunity to 
offer my amendments. I will have the 
opportunity to push for legislation 
that capitalizes on our Nation’s 
strengths, that leaves a legacy of 
which we can be proud for future gen-
erations. 

We can do it, we must do it, and with 
Senator BOXER’s leadership, we will do 
it. 

I yield the floor. 
The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-

pore. The Senator from Pennsylvania. 
f 

64TH ANNIVERSARY OF D-DAY 

Mr. CASEY. Mr. President, I rise for 
two purposes. One is to speak for a cou-
ple minutes about today’s anniversary 
of D-day and then also to talk about a 
Pennsylvanian who lost his life in Iraq 
and was this week awarded the Con-
gressional Medal of Honor. I, first, wish 
to speak about D-day. 

We observe this anniversary today, 64 
years, but we have to think today 
about how we do that. We know what 
happened on D-day. For so many Amer-
icans, prior to just a number of years 
ago, it was a piece of history we read 
about in the history books. We learned 
a bit about it in school, but for a new 
generation of Americans, D-day has 
meant what we saw in the movie ‘‘Sav-
ing Private Ryan.’’ Thank goodness for 
that film because it captured so much 
of the horror, so much of the sacrifice 
and the valor of our troops. 

So we remember those Americans 
who gave their lives that day to save 
the world—literally to save the world 
from the horror that could have be-
fallen the world if the axis powers were 
successful, and if D-day did not go as 
well as it did, they might have been 
successful. 

I am remembering today not just a 
generation of Americans, the ‘‘greatest 
generation’’ of Americans as we know 
them now, who sacrificed so much, but 
I am thinking of people from my home 
State. I think Pennsylvania had more 
Medal of Honor winners in World War 
II than any other State. One of them 
was in my home area, Lackawanna 
County, Geno Merli, who served in Eu-
rope, in that theater of the war, and 
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was awarded the Congressional Medal 
of Honor and passed away a couple of 
years ago. So when I think of D-day, 
and I think of those sacrifices, I am 
thinking of heroes such as Geno Merli 
and so many others who gave the ulti-
mate sacrifice. His Medal of Honor per-
tained to his combat not on D-day but 
in a related theater of war. 

We think about those who came 
back. We think about those who served 
and came back, many of them wounded 
permanently and irreparably, just as 
we see today with some of our troops in 
Iraq, and it brings to mind Abraham 
Lincoln’s words in two contexts. One is 
the context of those who have served. 
He talked about the soldier—him who 
has borne the battle—that we must 
care for him who has borne the battle. 
And I think one way to honor those 
who have served in Iraq or Afghanistan 
or around the world or in wars like 
World War II is to remember something 
my father said years ago when he was 
serving as Governor of Pennsylvania, 
and he talked about praying for our 
troops, as important as that is, but he 
also talked about praying for our-
selves; that we may be worthy of their 
valor. 

I believe the only way we can be wor-
thy of the valor of those who served in 
World War II on D-day or served in Iraq 
or Afghanistan or anywhere around the 
world—in Vietnam, in the Korean War, 
whatever the conflict was—we can’t 
just honor them by remembering and 
commemorating and talking about bat-
tles and all of the information that we 
can impart about war. We have to, if 
we are going to be worthy of their 
valor, do the right thing today, not 
just when we commemorate D-day but 
every day. 

There are at least two things we can 
do to pay tribute to those who served 
and to be worthy of their valor. One 
way is to make sure those who survive 
a war and come back to the United 
States have not just some health care 
but the best health care. And we have 
to fund it. Fortunately, in the last two 
budgets we have been doing that. We 
have been meeting or exceeding the 
budget on veterans health care. 

The second thing we must do, at the 
very least, is make sure anyone who 
serves in combat has an opportunity to 
be educated as best we can provide. 
That is why the vote on the GI bill re-
cently was so essential, so central to 
meeting that basic obligation, so car-
ing, as Abraham Lincoln said, for 
him—and increasingly her—who has 
borne the battle, and making sure they 
have an education. 

Today, when we remember the serv-
ice of those who gave their lives, and in 
some cases gave sacrifice and survived 
D-day, I think we have to meet the ob-
ligation that service imposes on us in 
the Senate and as citizens. 

HONORING OUR ARMED FORCES 

SPECIALIST ROSS A. MCGINNIS 
Mr. CASEY. Finally, I want to speak 

for a couple of moments about a Penn-
sylvanian. As I have mentioned before, 
there are more World War II Medal of 
Honor winners from Pennsylvania than 
anywhere else. We did some research, 
and you can go down the list of people 
who have served from Pennsylvania, 
who have been awarded the Congres-
sional Medal of Honor, and we note 
that 378 Pennsylvanians have received 
the Medal of Honor out of about 3,467 
overall, so a high percentage. 

We had 25 Medal of Honor winners 
from World War II and in Operation 
Iraqi Freedom; one is the person I want 
to spend a couple of moments talking 
about. Operation Iraqi Freedom has 
only four, I am told, four Medal of 
Honor winners across the Nation, so 
Pennsylvania has one of those four, 
and his name is Specialist Ross A. 
McGinnis, 1st Platoon, C Company, 1st 
Battalion, 26th Infantry Regiment, 2nd 
Brigade Combat Team, 1st Infantry Di-
vision. 

Mr. President, I ask unanimous con-
sent to have printed in the RECORD a 
two-page document entitled, ‘‘The 
Story of PFC Ross A. McGinnis,’’ as 
well as a news story from the Pitts-
burgh Post Gazette from this week. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered. 

(See exhibit 1.) 
Mr. CASEY. Mr. President, I will not 

read all of it, but I wanted to read the 
description of his sacrifice and the rea-
son he was awarded the Congressional 
Medal of Honor, so rare for any soldier 
to be so awarded. Here is part of the of-
ficial report. This is December 4, 2006. 

During the course of the patrol, an uniden-
tified insurgent positioned on a rooftop near-
by threw a fragmentation grenade into the 
Humvee. Without hesitation or regard for his 
own life, McGinnis threw his back over the 
grenade, pinning it between his body and the 
Humvee’s radio mount. McGinnis absorbed 
all lethal fragments and the concussive ef-
fects of the grenade with his own body. 
McGinnis, who was a private first class at 
the time, was posthumously promoted to 
specialist. Specialist McGinnis’s heroic ac-
tions and tragic death are detailed in the 
battlescape section of this website and in his 
Medal of Honor Citation. 

He was a young man from Knox, PA, 
19 years old, when he gave, as Abraham 
Lincoln also said, ‘‘The last full meas-
ure of devotion to his country.’’ And I 
have used that line a lot because it ap-
plies so well to those who have given 
their lives in Iraq or Afghanistan and 
other places around the world, but at 
no time—at no time—that I have used 
that line from Abraham Lincoln’s Get-
tysburg Address has it applied better 
than it does in this instance, for Ross. 
A McGinnis, 19 years old, born June 14, 
1987, in Meadville, PA, though he grew 
up in Knox, PA. He was a 2005 graduate 
of Keystone Junior-Senior High 

School, and his parents were with 
President Bush this week when he was 
awarded the Congressional Medal of 
Honor. 

So we are thinking of him today, on 
D-day, but we should make sure those 
memories we have of his service, and 
all those who have served in any con-
flict, be the inspiration for our hard 
work in the Senate, to make sure we 
are doing everything we can to earn 
the valor they gave so heroically for 
our country. And that has to be about 
making sure our troops are given what 
they need when they are on the battle-
field, but also ensuring that when they 
come home, the help doesn’t stop at 
the shoreline; that they are given the 
best health care and the best edu-
cational opportunities. 

So, Mr. President, I will conclude 
with this: We pay tribute to those who 
have served our country, especially 
today, in remembering those who 
served on D-day, but in a special way 
we are thinking of Ross A. McGinnis, 
his service, his sacrifice, and we are 
praying for his family. 

EXHIBIT 1 
THE STORY OF PFC ROSS A. MCGINNIS 

1ST PLATOON, C COMPANY, 1ST BATTALION, 26TH 
INFANTRY REGIMENT, 2ND BRIGADE COMBAT 
TEAM, 1ST INFANTRY DIVISION 
Spc. McGinnis’ dedication to duty and love 

for his fellow Soldiers were embodied in a 
statement issued by his parents shortly after 
his death: 

‘‘Ross did not become our hero by dying to 
save his fellow Soldiers from a grenade. He 
was a hero to us long before he died, because 
he was willing to risk his life to protect the 
ideals of freedom and justice that America 
represents. He has been recommended for the 
Medal of Honor . . . That is not why he gave 
his life. The lives of four men who were his 
Army brothers outweighed the value of his 
one life. It was just a matter of simple kin-
dergarten arithmetic. Four means more than 
one. It didn’t matter to Ross that he could 
have escaped the situation without a 
scratch. Nobody would have questioned such 
a reflex reaction. What mattered to him were 
the four men placed in his care on a mo-
ment’s notice. One moment he was respon-
sible for defending the rear of a convoy from 
enemy fire; the next moment he held the 
lives of four of his friends in his hands. The 
choice for Ross was simple, but simple does 
not mean easy. His straightforward answer 
to a simple but difficult choice should stand 
as a shining example for the rest of us. We 
all face simple choices, but how often do we 
choose to make a sacrifice to get the right 
answer? The right choice sometimes requires 
honor.’’ 

Ross Andrew McGinnis was born June 14, 
1987 in Meadville, PA. His family moved to 
Knox, northeast of Pittsburgh, when he was 
three. There he attended Clarion County 
public schools, and was a member of the Boy 
Scouts as a boy. Growing up he played bas-
ketball and soccer through the YMCA, and 
Little League baseball. Ross was a member 
of St. Paul’s Lutheran Church in Knox, and 
a 2005 graduate of Keystone Junior-Senior 
High School. 

Ross’s interests included video games and 
mountain biking. He was also a car enthu-
siast, and took classes at the Clarion County 
Career Center in automotive technology. He 
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