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free Europe from oppression. As individuals 
who had lived with the legacy of aggression 
against their people, they felt keenly the need 
to prevent other acts of aggression, even if 
these acts were being perpetrated on the 
other side of the world. In a sense, the Allied 
fight against tyranny was as much a Navajo 
struggle as a European one. The values of the 
Navajo soldiers played a crucial role in liber-
ating Europe and Asia. 

Code talkers like Frank Thompson showed 
that courage has no color. Our respect for 
their service is increased by our recognition 
that they risked everything for a nation that too 
often failed to show them the same loyalty. 
Their actions should remind us that when we 
treat any group of Americans as second class 
citizens we dishonor the memory of all those 
brave soldiers who died to defend American 
values, including that sacred creed that ‘‘all 
men are created equal.’’ 

By recognizing those who have bravely 
served this country, we encourage ourselves 
to be just a little bit better. We remind our-
selves to celebrate the values that make 
America a beacon of hope to men and women 
around the world. Today, I recognize Frank 
Thompson. His heroism has won him immor-
tality. For his service and his sacrifice, he will 
live forever in our hearts. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE HEALTHY 
LAKES, HEALTHY LIVES CAM-
PAIGN 

HON. BRIAN HIGGINS 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, June 9, 2008 

Mr. HIGGINS. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize the Healthy Lakes, Healthy Lives 
tour. The Healthy Lakes, Healthy Lives tour, 
organized by the Healing our Waters-Great 
Lakes Coalition, is designed to raise aware-
ness and call for action on the problems fac-
ing our lakes. Healing Our Waters is lead by 
the National Wildlife Federation and the Na-
tional Parks Conservation Association and in-
cludes over 100 fishing, boating hunting, 
birding, conservation and environmental orga-
nizations. I would like to congratulate them for 
their continuing work to improve the health of 
the Great Lakes. 

To start the historic tour, the Earth Voyager, 
one of the fastest sailing vessels on the Great 
Lakes, made its first stop in Buffalo, New York 
at the newly developed site along the historic 
Erie Canal. As a main water route to the mid- 
West the Great Lakes shaped the demo-
graphics of our nation. When the Erie Canal 
first opened in 1825 it connected the East to 
the Great Lakes and brought a surge in popu-
lation and commerce which lead Buffalo to in-
corporate as a city in 1832. Buffalo’s strategic 
position on the Great Lakes contributed signifi-
cantly to its early rise to prominence; at the 
turn of the last century Buffalo was America’s 
largest inland port and the leader in the trans-
shipment of grain and several other commod-
ities. The Western New York Division of Citi-
zens Campaign for the Environment helped 
lead coordination of events during the Earth 
Voyager’s 5 day stop in Buffalo, NY. 

Containing over twenty percent of the 
world’s fresh water, the Great Lakes are an 
enormous natural asset to this nation. Nearly 
two centuries ago the Lakes shaped this na-
tion by providing for the early movement of 
settlers and commerce in America. Now we 
are at a critical point in history where we must 
take action today to protect and preserve the 
Great Lakes as a means to shape this nation’s 
environmental and economic future. 

The ship departs Buffalo, NY for stops in 
Erie, PA, Toledo, OH, Detroit MI, Port Huron 
MI, Sarnia, Ontario, Chicago, IL, Traverse 
City, MI, Grand Haven, MI, Milwaukee, WI, 
Bay City MI, Cleveland, OH and Rochester, 
NY. On its tour, the Earth Voyager will help 
carry our message and emphasize the impor-
tance of revitalizing the Great Lakes. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO MAJOR GENERAL 
BRUCE F. TUXILL 

HON. C.A. DUTCH RUPPERSBERGER 
OF MARYLAND 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, June 9, 2008 

Mr. RUPPERSBERGER. Madam Speaker, I 
rise before you today to honor Major General 
Bruce F. Tuxill, Adjutant General for the State 
of Maryland. After graduating in 1967 from 
Salem College in West Virginia with a bach-
elor’s degree in business administration, Gen-
eral Tuxill underwent undergraduate pilot train-
ing at Williams Air Force Base in Arizona. For 
the next fourteen years, General Tuxill rose 
through the ranks at the Martin State Airport in 
Maryland. From 1994 until 2000, he served as 
the assistant adjutant general for air, Head-
quarters, Maryland Air National Guard in Balti-
more. He then served as the Air National 
Guard assistant to the Commander of the 
United States Air Forces Europe in Germany 
until he was appointed Adjutant General for 
the State of Maryland in 2003. 

In his role as Adjutant General, General 
Tuxill was responsible for formulating, devel-
oping and coordinating all policies, programs, 
and plans affecting more than nine thousand 
men and women in Maryland’s military depart-
ment. The military department includes the 
Maryland Army National Guard, Maryland Air 
National Guard, Maryland Emergency Man-
agement Agency and the Maryland Defense 
Force. In the event of mobilization, if the state 
were to receive a presidential call to duty in 
times of war, national emergency, or oper-
ational contingency, General Tuxill would exer-
cise command responsibilities and provide a 
force in readiness. As the Adjutant General, 
he served as the official liaison between the 
governor and the National Guard Bureau, and 
served as a member of the governor’s cabinet. 

Among his countless awards and decora-
tions, General Tuxill has earned the Air Force 
Distinguished Service Medal, the Legion of 
Merit Medal, the Meritorious Service Medal, 
the Combat Readiness Medal, the National 
Defense Service Medal, the Armed Forces 
Reserve Medal, State of Maryland Distin-
guished Service Cross, Meritorious Service 
Cross, and Commendation Medal. 

Madam Speaker, I ask that you join with me 
today to honor Major General Bruce Tuxill in 

his retirement from the position of Adjutant 
General for the State of Maryland. His legacy 
as an experienced and capable military leader 
and his service to the State of Maryland will 
be forever remembered. It is with great pride 
that I congratulate General Tuxill on his exem-
plary military career and his outstanding lead-
ership of Maryland’s military department. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. BOBBY L. RUSH 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, June 9, 2008 

Mr. RUSH. Madam Speaker, unfortunately I 
have been out on medical leave. I have been 
unable to cast votes; however, I would like the 
record to reflect my intentions had I been 
present to vote. 

Had I been present for rollcall No. 387, I 
would have voted ‘‘aye.’’ Had I been present 
for rollcall No. 386, I would have voted ‘‘aye.’’ 
Had I been present for rollcall No. 385, I 
would have voted ‘‘nay.’’ Had I been present 
for rollcall No. 384, I would have voted ‘‘nay.’’ 
Had I been present for rollcall No. 383, I 
would have voted ‘‘aye.’’ Had I been present 
for rollcall No. 382, I would have voted ‘‘aye.’’ 
Had I been present for rollcall No. 381, I 
would have voted ‘‘aye.’’ Had I been present 
for rollcall No. 380, I would have voted ‘‘aye.’’ 
Had I been present for rollcall No. 379, I 
would have voted ‘‘aye.’’ Had I been present 
for rollcall No. 378, I would have voted ‘‘nay.’’ 
Had I been present for rollcall No. 377, I 
would have voted ‘‘aye.’’ Had I been present 
for rollcall No. 376, I would have voted ‘‘aye.’’ 
Had I been present for rollcall No. 375, I 
would have voted ‘‘nay.’’ Had I been present 
for rollcall No. 374, I would have voted ‘‘aye.’’ 
Had I been present for rollcall No. 373, I 
would have voted ‘‘aye.’’ Had I been present 
for rollcall No. 372, I would have voted ‘‘aye.’’ 
Had I been present for rollcall No. 371, I 
would have voted ‘‘aye.’’ Had I been present 
for rollcall No. 370, I would have voted ‘‘aye.’’ 
Had I been present for rollcall No. 369, I 
would have voted ‘‘aye.’’ Had I been present 
for rollcall No. 368, I would have voted ‘‘aye.’’ 
Had I been present for rollcall No. 367, I 
would have voted ‘‘aye.’’ 

f 

INTRODUCTION OF THE HOME OF-
FICE DEDUCTION SIMPLIFICA-
TION ACT OF 2008 

HON. JOHN M. McHUGH 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, June 9, 2008 

Mr. MCHUGH. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to introduce legislation, the Home Office De-
duction Simplification Act of 2008, which is de-
signed to reduce the complexity of the tax 
code and provide Americans with the ability to 
take a standard deduction for home office ex-
penses. 

The tax code currently allows a deduction 
for home office expenses for self-employed 
taxpayers and employees who must use their 
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home for business purposes at their employ-
er’s request. However, according to the Inter-
nal Revenue Service’s Office of the Taxpayer 
Advocate, only 2.7 million of the nearly 20 mil-
lion Schedule C filers in tax year 2003 took a 
deduction for home office expenses, despite 
the fact that some 8.4 million Americans indi-
cated they had one or more rooms used only 
for business. 

The Office of Taxpayer Advocate reports 
that the data raises the question as to whether 
or not eligible taxpayers are taking the deduc-
tion to which they are entitled. In addition, the 
Taxpayer Advocate notes that private industry 
has indicated that the rules and related forms 
regarding the home office deduction are too 
complex. 

As is often noted, our Nation’s nearly 27 
million small businesses are the backbone of 
our Nation’s economy. They provide 51 per-
cent of our Nation’s private sector employment 
and 45 percent of its payroll and produce ap-
proximately 50 percent of the Nation’s private, 
nonfarm GDP. Without question, they certainly 
are vital to the economy of New York’s 23rd 
Congressional District, which I have the privi-
lege of representing. 

To ensure that my constituents and those 
other Americans who are eligible to deduct 
home office expenses but have been deterred 
by the complexity of the current tax code actu-
ally take a deduction, I now introduce the 
Home Office Deduction Simplification Act. This 
bill would provide a standard deduction of 
$1,500, indexed to inflation, for home office 
expenses. Accordingly, I ask my colleagues to 
join with me to enact this important measure. 

f 

HONORING ROSTEEN STRASSNER 

HON. GEORGE RADANOVICH 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Monday, June 9, 2008 

Mr. RADANOVICH. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to congratulate Rosteen Strassner upon 
her 106 birthday. Mrs. Strassner’s birthday will 
be celebrated on Friday, June 6, 2008. 

Mrs. Strassner was born March 20, 1902 in 
Newark, Arkansas. In her long life she has wit-
nessed many historical events that not only 
shaped the United States, but the world as 
well. She has been able to achieve amazing 
things in her lifetime. In 1940 she moved to 
Fresno, California. She became a member of 
the Fresno Temple COGIC, and remains a 
member of the church. In 1974 Mrs. Strassner 
opened her heart and her home to mentally 
challenged adults when the Central Valley Re-
gional Center was recruiting foster parents. 
She was one of the first African-Americans to 
engage in this type of work. She remained a 
foster parent until 2005, when her physical 
health began to decline. Mrs. Strassner also 
has an extensive background as a healthcare 
professional and businesswoman. She is a re-
tired dietitian from St. Agnes Hospital. She 
also owned and operated two cafés in the 
Fresno area. 

Madam Speaker, I rise today to commend 
and congratulate Rosteen Strassner on 106 
years of life. I invite my colleagues to join me 
in wishing Mrs. Strassner health and happi-
ness. 

HONORING THE USS PONCHATOU-
LA SHIPMATES ASSOCIATION 

HON. JOE SESTAK 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, June 9, 2008 

Mr. SESTAK. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize the 2008 gathering of the USS 
Ponchatoula Shipmates Association. As these 
remarkable Sailors, their families and friends 
spend time together this week, they represent 
over sixty years of dedication to the Navy’s 
core values of Honor, Courage and Commit-
ment. 

These patriotic Americans keep alive the 
memory of their courageous predecessors 
who sailed into harms way aboard namesakes 
of USS Ponchatoula from 1944 until 1992. In 
that timeframe Sailors of that proud ship 
fought in WWII, the Vietnam War, the Cold 
War and other crises around the world. It is 
important that we all pause to imagine the 
courage and stamina it took to sail AOG–38 
almost immediately from shakedown cruise 
into the battle of Okinawa. Carrying over a 
thousand tons of highly flammable fuel and 
limited to a maximum speed of ten (10) knots, 
the crew of only 62 brave souls spent days 
defending their precious cargo, and one an-
other so that innumerable ships and small 
craft could support the invasion of Okinawa. 
All the while they knew that a torpedo, Kami-
kaze attack, or a simple electrical or propul-
sion fire could cause their ship and all on-
board to be quickly lost in a conflagration of 
the most devastating form. With her mission 
complete AOG–38 got underway 14 Decem-
ber 1945 to transit home to the United States 
for deactivation. 

Thankfully, it is a custom of our great Navy 
to reward the courageous performance of a 
ship and crew in combat by renaming a suc-
cessor to that ship. And so it was, when USS 
Ponchatoula (AOG–38 and later T–AO–148) 
was built by proud craftsmen, some no doubt 
from the 7th Congressional District of Pennsyl-
vania, in Camden, NJ and commissioned in 
January 1956. From 1956 until 1992 new gen-
erations of U.S. Navy Sailors and Military Sea-
lift Command Mariners served proudly over 
most of the globe in supporting the ever ex-
panding striking power of our naval forces. 

In my thirty-one years of naval service, I 
was often reminded that ‘‘tactics are for ama-
teurs and logistics are for experts.’’ It has 
been ships and crews like the USS 
Ponchatoula who have been the foundation of 
our nation’s sea power by affording naval 
commanders and planners the logistics, mobil-
ity, flexibility and persistence necessary to win 
every engagement and deter many more. 

Madam Speaker it gives me great pleasure 
to acknowledge the efforts of my constituent 
and Navy Veteran, Mr. John J. Bury of Media, 
PA and the officers of the USS Ponchatoula 
Shipmates Association for their commitment to 
their ship, one another and the future Sailors 
who will answer our nation’s call to go down 
to the sea in defense of our precious free-
doms. 

To the USS Ponchatoula Shipmates Asso-
ciation our nation says ‘‘Bravo Zulu’’ and God 
Speed. 

RECOGNIZING VICTORIA 
MANFREDI ON HER RETIREMENT 

HON. DANIEL LIPINSKI 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Monday, June 9, 2008 

Mr. LIPINSKI. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to honor Mrs. Victoria Manfredi on the occa-
sion of her retirement from St. Louis de 
Montfort School in Oak Lawn, Illinois. An out-
standing educator and a resident of Oak 
Lawn, Illinois, Vicky now celebrates over 35 
years of involvement in her school and com-
munity. 

Today, with the support of family: Frank, 
Lisa, John, and Anna Victoria, we honor Vicky 
for her outstanding contribution to the field of 
Catholic education. Over the past 35 years, 
Mrs. Manfredi has proven a trusted colleague, 
an active volunteer, a Christian role model, 
and a teacher who has opened hearts, 
touched lives, and enlightened the young 
minds of countless students. 

Vicky Manfredi began her work while her 
daughter attended St. Louis de Montfort over 
30 years ago. Vicky served as a volunteer 
coach, instructional aide, and Eucharistic min-
ister. Seven years ago, Vicky accepted a new 
challenge: working as a kindergarten teacher. 
In her new role she earned the praise of the 
administration, colleagues, parents and stu-
dents alike. Her classroom was a happy place, 
a safe haven for children and an environment 
where students excelled academically. 

Madam Speaker, it is my honor to recognize 
Mrs. Victoria Manfredi, an exceptional teacher 
and pillar in my community. I am honored to 
have such an exceptional educator in my dis-
trict. We offer heartfelt congratulations to Vicky 
for a job well done as we wish Vicky and her 
family a joyous celebration of this milestone as 
she begins a new chapter in her life. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE 2008 
EXPLORAVISION AWARD WINNERS 

HON. JOE KNOLLENBERG 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, June 9, 2008 

Mr. KNOLLENBERG. Madam Speaker, I 
want to congratulate Timothy Zako, Enzo 
Fantin-Yusta, and Ahsan Mahmood for their 
outstanding performance in the 2008 
ExploraVision Award. These seventh graders 
from West Hills Middle School in West Bloom-
field, Michigan, along with their coaches Paul 
Sanchez and Amy Burke embody the innova-
tive spirit of America. Together this team suc-
ceeded in capturing second place in this pres-
tigious regional competition. 

The ExploraVision Awards, which are spon-
sored by Toshiba and the National Science 
Teachers Association, are awarded to stu-
dents of all ages for combining their imagina-
tions with the tools of science to create and 
explore a vision of tomorrow’s technology. 
Students of different interest, ability, and skill 
levels develop new technologies utilizing their 
creative thinking and problem solving skills. 

The students from West Hills Middle School 
sought out to find a new method for treating 
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