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home for business purposes at their employ-
er’s request. However, according to the Inter-
nal Revenue Service’s Office of the Taxpayer 
Advocate, only 2.7 million of the nearly 20 mil-
lion Schedule C filers in tax year 2003 took a 
deduction for home office expenses, despite 
the fact that some 8.4 million Americans indi-
cated they had one or more rooms used only 
for business. 

The Office of Taxpayer Advocate reports 
that the data raises the question as to whether 
or not eligible taxpayers are taking the deduc-
tion to which they are entitled. In addition, the 
Taxpayer Advocate notes that private industry 
has indicated that the rules and related forms 
regarding the home office deduction are too 
complex. 

As is often noted, our Nation’s nearly 27 
million small businesses are the backbone of 
our Nation’s economy. They provide 51 per-
cent of our Nation’s private sector employment 
and 45 percent of its payroll and produce ap-
proximately 50 percent of the Nation’s private, 
nonfarm GDP. Without question, they certainly 
are vital to the economy of New York’s 23rd 
Congressional District, which I have the privi-
lege of representing. 

To ensure that my constituents and those 
other Americans who are eligible to deduct 
home office expenses but have been deterred 
by the complexity of the current tax code actu-
ally take a deduction, I now introduce the 
Home Office Deduction Simplification Act. This 
bill would provide a standard deduction of 
$1,500, indexed to inflation, for home office 
expenses. Accordingly, I ask my colleagues to 
join with me to enact this important measure. 
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HON. GEORGE RADANOVICH 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Monday, June 9, 2008 

Mr. RADANOVICH. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to congratulate Rosteen Strassner upon 
her 106 birthday. Mrs. Strassner’s birthday will 
be celebrated on Friday, June 6, 2008. 

Mrs. Strassner was born March 20, 1902 in 
Newark, Arkansas. In her long life she has wit-
nessed many historical events that not only 
shaped the United States, but the world as 
well. She has been able to achieve amazing 
things in her lifetime. In 1940 she moved to 
Fresno, California. She became a member of 
the Fresno Temple COGIC, and remains a 
member of the church. In 1974 Mrs. Strassner 
opened her heart and her home to mentally 
challenged adults when the Central Valley Re-
gional Center was recruiting foster parents. 
She was one of the first African-Americans to 
engage in this type of work. She remained a 
foster parent until 2005, when her physical 
health began to decline. Mrs. Strassner also 
has an extensive background as a healthcare 
professional and businesswoman. She is a re-
tired dietitian from St. Agnes Hospital. She 
also owned and operated two cafés in the 
Fresno area. 

Madam Speaker, I rise today to commend 
and congratulate Rosteen Strassner on 106 
years of life. I invite my colleagues to join me 
in wishing Mrs. Strassner health and happi-
ness. 

HONORING THE USS PONCHATOU-
LA SHIPMATES ASSOCIATION 
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OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, June 9, 2008 

Mr. SESTAK. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize the 2008 gathering of the USS 
Ponchatoula Shipmates Association. As these 
remarkable Sailors, their families and friends 
spend time together this week, they represent 
over sixty years of dedication to the Navy’s 
core values of Honor, Courage and Commit-
ment. 

These patriotic Americans keep alive the 
memory of their courageous predecessors 
who sailed into harms way aboard namesakes 
of USS Ponchatoula from 1944 until 1992. In 
that timeframe Sailors of that proud ship 
fought in WWII, the Vietnam War, the Cold 
War and other crises around the world. It is 
important that we all pause to imagine the 
courage and stamina it took to sail AOG–38 
almost immediately from shakedown cruise 
into the battle of Okinawa. Carrying over a 
thousand tons of highly flammable fuel and 
limited to a maximum speed of ten (10) knots, 
the crew of only 62 brave souls spent days 
defending their precious cargo, and one an-
other so that innumerable ships and small 
craft could support the invasion of Okinawa. 
All the while they knew that a torpedo, Kami-
kaze attack, or a simple electrical or propul-
sion fire could cause their ship and all on-
board to be quickly lost in a conflagration of 
the most devastating form. With her mission 
complete AOG–38 got underway 14 Decem-
ber 1945 to transit home to the United States 
for deactivation. 

Thankfully, it is a custom of our great Navy 
to reward the courageous performance of a 
ship and crew in combat by renaming a suc-
cessor to that ship. And so it was, when USS 
Ponchatoula (AOG–38 and later T–AO–148) 
was built by proud craftsmen, some no doubt 
from the 7th Congressional District of Pennsyl-
vania, in Camden, NJ and commissioned in 
January 1956. From 1956 until 1992 new gen-
erations of U.S. Navy Sailors and Military Sea-
lift Command Mariners served proudly over 
most of the globe in supporting the ever ex-
panding striking power of our naval forces. 

In my thirty-one years of naval service, I 
was often reminded that ‘‘tactics are for ama-
teurs and logistics are for experts.’’ It has 
been ships and crews like the USS 
Ponchatoula who have been the foundation of 
our nation’s sea power by affording naval 
commanders and planners the logistics, mobil-
ity, flexibility and persistence necessary to win 
every engagement and deter many more. 

Madam Speaker it gives me great pleasure 
to acknowledge the efforts of my constituent 
and Navy Veteran, Mr. John J. Bury of Media, 
PA and the officers of the USS Ponchatoula 
Shipmates Association for their commitment to 
their ship, one another and the future Sailors 
who will answer our nation’s call to go down 
to the sea in defense of our precious free-
doms. 

To the USS Ponchatoula Shipmates Asso-
ciation our nation says ‘‘Bravo Zulu’’ and God 
Speed. 

RECOGNIZING VICTORIA 
MANFREDI ON HER RETIREMENT 

HON. DANIEL LIPINSKI 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Monday, June 9, 2008 

Mr. LIPINSKI. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to honor Mrs. Victoria Manfredi on the occa-
sion of her retirement from St. Louis de 
Montfort School in Oak Lawn, Illinois. An out-
standing educator and a resident of Oak 
Lawn, Illinois, Vicky now celebrates over 35 
years of involvement in her school and com-
munity. 

Today, with the support of family: Frank, 
Lisa, John, and Anna Victoria, we honor Vicky 
for her outstanding contribution to the field of 
Catholic education. Over the past 35 years, 
Mrs. Manfredi has proven a trusted colleague, 
an active volunteer, a Christian role model, 
and a teacher who has opened hearts, 
touched lives, and enlightened the young 
minds of countless students. 

Vicky Manfredi began her work while her 
daughter attended St. Louis de Montfort over 
30 years ago. Vicky served as a volunteer 
coach, instructional aide, and Eucharistic min-
ister. Seven years ago, Vicky accepted a new 
challenge: working as a kindergarten teacher. 
In her new role she earned the praise of the 
administration, colleagues, parents and stu-
dents alike. Her classroom was a happy place, 
a safe haven for children and an environment 
where students excelled academically. 

Madam Speaker, it is my honor to recognize 
Mrs. Victoria Manfredi, an exceptional teacher 
and pillar in my community. I am honored to 
have such an exceptional educator in my dis-
trict. We offer heartfelt congratulations to Vicky 
for a job well done as we wish Vicky and her 
family a joyous celebration of this milestone as 
she begins a new chapter in her life. 
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RECOGNIZING THE 2008 
EXPLORAVISION AWARD WINNERS 

HON. JOE KNOLLENBERG 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, June 9, 2008 

Mr. KNOLLENBERG. Madam Speaker, I 
want to congratulate Timothy Zako, Enzo 
Fantin-Yusta, and Ahsan Mahmood for their 
outstanding performance in the 2008 
ExploraVision Award. These seventh graders 
from West Hills Middle School in West Bloom-
field, Michigan, along with their coaches Paul 
Sanchez and Amy Burke embody the innova-
tive spirit of America. Together this team suc-
ceeded in capturing second place in this pres-
tigious regional competition. 

The ExploraVision Awards, which are spon-
sored by Toshiba and the National Science 
Teachers Association, are awarded to stu-
dents of all ages for combining their imagina-
tions with the tools of science to create and 
explore a vision of tomorrow’s technology. 
Students of different interest, ability, and skill 
levels develop new technologies utilizing their 
creative thinking and problem solving skills. 

The students from West Hills Middle School 
sought out to find a new method for treating 
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