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don’t want excuses. They want us to 
get something done because they are 
trying to figure out how in the world 
they are going to be able to keep 
things going and make ends meet for 
their family in this great country we 
call America. 

We have seen 75 different times that 
there have been filibusters that have 
been blocking our ability to actually 
get something done. What was filibus-
tered today? What efforts were made to 
block us today? First, a very important 
bill, the Consumer-First Energy Act, to 
take on what is happening on gas 
prices. I know, talking with my family, 
home this weekend—folks were looking 
at me, saying: What in the world is 
going on? What can be done? 

We have put together legislation 
multiple times to address it, short 
term and long term, as it relates to gas 
prices which are so outrageously high. 
But over and over again we are 
blocked. Why? Because the oil compa-
nies do not like it. That is what this is 
about. Unfortunately, the oil compa-
nies do not want to see us move in the 
direction of being able to tackle issues 
of whether there is, in fact, price 
gouging; whether there are in fact 
issues around speculation; whether we 
are going to have competition with al-
ternatives to oil. They do not want us 
to do that. They do not want us to 
tackle the issue of the tax subsidies 
they receive. 

What we see instead of action, as we 
could have had today, we see this past 
week oil prices at $140 a barrel, almost 
twice the price from last year. It is al-
most twice the price from last year, 
and OPEC says it could be $200 this 
year. Think about that when you are 
trying to get to work, trying to maybe 
take the kids to camp for that week or 
maybe trying to go to the grocery 
store or go looking for work or maybe 
take mom or dad or the kids to the 
doctor. We are talking about a huge 
burden that is building up and up. 

Unfortunately, while gas prices now 
go over $4 a gallon, we are seeing an ef-
fort to, one more time, block common-
sense efforts to do something about it 
for the families of America. Unfortu-
nately, on the other side of the aisle, 
there has been a desire to make sure 
that we continue big oil tax breaks 
rather than addressing what our fami-
lies need. Last year the big oil compa-
nies pocketed $124 billion in profits. It 
is fine to make a profit. We want com-
panies to do well, to make a profit. But 
we also want to make sure when that is 
happening they are reinvesting in the 
economy, reinvesting in creating more 
supply. We want them to be reinvesting 
in new energy. Unfortunately, that is 
not happening. 

We also want to have tax policy that 
makes sense in terms of where we want 
to invest in new technologies. The oil 
companies are doing pretty well, I sug-
gest, right now. I do not think my tax 

money or your tax money or the tax 
money of any of the folks here or any 
of the folks around the country needs 
to be used to incentivize big oil, which 
is exactly what is happening right now. 

They are doing pretty well. We have 
been trying and we have been blocked 
through Republican filibusters, to take 
away subsidies, taxpayer subsidies for 
oil companies and move them over to 
subsidize new, growing industries, 
green options, alternative energy— 
wind, solar, advanced battery tech-
nologies, consumer tax credits to buy 
the next generation of vehicles, the 
next generation of appliances. Those 
are the kinds of tax credits that en-
courage people to focus on energy effi-
ciency and conservation in their 
homes, those things that will move us 
in the right direction. That is what we 
have been trying to do. And we have 
been blocked. 

The bill that was stopped also creates 
a permanent tax on windfall profits for 
the major oil companies. If they are 
not going to invest in America and in-
vest in our future and buy the next air-
plane or put it into more big bonuses, 
then we need to have a windfall profits 
tax that will redirect those dollars 
back so we can take them and invest in 
the future. 

I see our distinguished leader on the 
floor and I am going to suspend for a 
moment, if I might. I know he has 
some important business he needs to 
do. 

I yield to our leader and ask that I 
later be recognized to continue my 
comments. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ma-
jority leader is recognized. 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I appreciate 
very much my friend from Michigan al-
lowing me to do a little business here 
on the floor of the Senate. She is such 
a tremendous Senator. I had the good 
fortune to be able to be in Michigan 
this weekend with her and Senator 
LEVIN. What a team they are. The peo-
ple of Michigan realize that. It was a 
wonderful experience, being there with 
these two Senators. 

The State of Michigan has lots of 
problems. No one articulates it better 
than Senator STABENOW, talking about 
what is happening to our country with 
the loss of manufacturing jobs. Of 
course, sadly, Michigan is a poster 
State for what is happening in the loss 
of manufacturing jobs. This is some-
thing we must stop, stop the hem-
orrhaging of these manufacturing jobs. 

I had the good fortune yesterday of 
meeting with the National Association 
of Manufacturers. They recognize, al-
though they have been a Republican 
organization in years past, that they 
are going to have to start working with 
us. That doesn’t mean they will not 
keep working with the Republicans—of 
course they will—but we have to start 
working together and realize the bad 
shape of our manufacturing sector. 

MOTION TO PROCEED 
WITHDRAWN—S. 3044 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I withdraw 
the motion to proceed to S. 3044. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The mo-
tion is withdrawn. 

f 

UNANIMOUS-CONSENT REQUEST— 
S. 3101 

Mr. REID. I ask unanimous consent 
that S. 3101 be modified with the 
changes at the desk. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there 
objection? 

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, on behalf 
of the Republican leadership, I object. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Objec-
tion is heard. 

f 

MEDICARE IMPROVEMENTS FOR 
PATIENTS AND PROVIDERS ACT 
OF 2008—MOTION TO PROCEED 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent the Senate proceed to S. 
3101, the Medicare Improvements for 
Patients and Providers Act. This is an 
act of 2008. I ask we proceed to this on 
Wednesday, June 11, following the pe-
riod of morning business. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there 
objection? 

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, on behalf 
of the Republican leadership, I object. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Objec-
tion is heard. 

CLOTURE MOTION 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I now move 
to proceed to S. 3101. 

I send a cloture motion to the desk. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The clo-

ture motion having been presented 
under rule XXII, the Chair directs the 
clerk to read the motion. 

The assistant legislative clerk read 
as follows: 

CLOTURE MOTION 

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the 
Standing Rules of the Senate, hereby move 
to bring to a close debate on the motion to 
proceed to Calendar No. 772, S. 3101, the 
Medicare Improvements for Patients and 
Providers Act of 2008. 

Harry Reid, Max Baucus, Jon Tester, 
Barbara Boxer, Benjamin L. Cardin, 
Bernard Sanders, John F. Kerry, Patty 
Murray, Maria Cantwell, Blanche L. 
Lincoln, Ken Salazar, Charles E. Schu-
mer, Ron Wyden, Patrick J. Leahy, 
Jeff Bingaman, Debbie Stabenow, John 
D. Rockefeller IV, Jack Reed. 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the mandatory 
quorum be waived. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I now with-
draw the motion. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The mo-
tion is withdrawn. 
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CONSUMER-FIRST ENERGY ACT OF 

2008—MOTION TO PROCEED—Con-
tinued 
Mr. REID. I move to proceed to S. 

3044. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The mo-

tion is pending. 
The Senator from Michigan is recog-

nized. 
Ms. STABENOW. Mr. President, be-

fore our leader leaves the floor, I thank 
him for his patience and tenacity to 
continue, despite objection after objec-
tion, as we try to govern on behalf of 
the people of this country—whether it 
be addressing issues of global warming, 
whether it be gas prices, whether it be 
what just happened, which is to bring 
forward a Medicare bill that will stop a 
large cut to physicians all around the 
country and affect our ability to have 
access to health care. It is a bill that 
includes the ability to focus on rural 
health care and telehealth and e-pre-
scribing and a number of things that 
will increase access to health care. 

To emphasize what just happened one 
more time: There was an objection to 
moving ahead on something that is im-
portant to the American people: to ex-
pand, under Medicare, health care for 
communities and our seniors. This goes 
back to my original point now: 75 Re-
publican filibusters and counting. It is 
going to continue and continue, unfor-
tunately, because there is not the will-
ingness to work together to get things 
done. 

Let me mention two other issues. I 
mentioned what is happening in terms 
of blocking our Consumer-First Energy 
Act, which focuses on a number of 
ways to go after price gouging. The bill 
would stop manipulation by greedy oil 
traders and give the Attorney General 
the power to stand up to OPEC nations 
that are price fixing—a number of dif-
ferent ways for us to immediately ad-
dress what is happening to gas prices 
on behalf of the American people. That 
was blocked. 

The second thing that was blocked 
was the Renewable Energy and Job 
Creation Act of 2008. This is about jobs. 
This is about jobs in my great State of 
Michigan, in New Jersey, all across 
this country, based on the new green 
economy—production tax credits to 
build those wind turbines and solar 
panels and new vehicles and, again, the 
consumer tax credits and investing in 
the ability for businesses that use the 
R&D tax credit to have that continue, 
to be able to invest in other economic 
development tax credits. That is what 
was blocked—jobs focused on alter-
native energy. 

So we went after the oil companies. 
No. We want to put forward a proposal 
that will invest in new jobs. No. That is 
what we are hearing every day. And 
every day that is happening, more and 
more people in my great State are find-
ing themselves without a job, trying to 
keep the lights on, keep food on the 

table, trying to be able to put gas in 
their automobile. And they are looking 
and saying: What is going on here? 
Each month, tens of thousands of peo-
ple across the country, not just in 
Michigan—I mean, we were hit the 
hardest first, but this is across the 
country—are losing their jobs. Hun-
dreds of those are losing unemploy-
ment insurance benefits they paid into. 

There seems to be a notion that 
somehow, if someone is required to go 
on unemployment insurance benefits, 
they will not look for work. Well, that 
is about 40 percent of what the average 
wage is for an individual. You can bare-
ly keep things together. In many cases, 
you cannot keep things together. I 
would suggest that the unemployment 
insurance benefit is not a disincentive 
for folks to work. And obviously people 
in my State work hard. They work. 
They work very hard. Too many are 
working two jobs, three jobs, four jobs, 
trying to piece it together. 

But we have never had an economic 
situation like we have today under a 
Republican or Democratic President 
where there has not been a willingness 
in a difficult economic situation to ex-
tend unemployment benefits. Yet 
President Bush has threatened to veto 
an extension of unemployment insur-
ance which we have already passed 
here in the Senate. 

As I indicated before, the numbers 
are high—324,000 good-paying American 
jobs have been lost since January of 
this year. We also know there are 8.5 
million unemployed workers in Amer-
ica competing for 3.7 million jobs. That 
is why the bill that was blocked earlier 
that invests in new taxation and new 
technologies, production tax credits to 
build new plants, to create new proc-
esses, is so important, because right 
now we have more than twice as many 
people looking for work as there are 
jobs available. We as a Democratic ma-
jority understand that. We understand 
that so much of what is happening 
right now for families goes to the basic 
foundation of this economy, which is 
the ability to have a good-paying job 
and to be able to pay those costs that 
come at families day after day after 
day. 

In May, the number of Americans 
who have been out of work for at least 
27 weeks—right now, unemployment 
goes to 26 weeks—rose to 1.6 million 
workers; 1.6 million middle-class work-
ers as of May who saw their benefits 
exhausted and in most or many cases 
were not able to find a job. What hap-
pened? What happens to those families? 
In the past year, 2.75 million people 
who are unemployed have exhausted 
their benefits. 

American families are running out of 
time. They want us to take action. 
There needs to be a sense of urgency 
about what is going on for families in 
this country. It is not that we do not 
have the ability to act; there is not the 

will to act, not the will to join with us 
in a bipartisan effort to act. We as 
Democrats come to the floor every day, 
our leader comes to the floor every 
day, multiple times a day, making mo-
tions to proceed to solve problems 
through legislation that is critical for 
our families. Time after time, all we 
hear is: I object. I object. I object. 

People in Michigan know what the 
pain of inaction is like and the effort 
to try to hold it together when help is 
not there. Over the last year, more 
than 150,000 people have exhausted 
their unemployment benefits, over 
10,000 people a month now looking for 
work but do not have the support any-
more to at least be able to keep things 
going a little bit. 

But you know it is not just Michigan 
anymore. Unfortunately, other States 
are now catching up. We heard as of 
last Friday that the national unem-
ployment rate is now 5.5 percent. When 
we first started talking about this, it 
was 4.9. Now it is up to 5.5, and the ex-
perts tell us they expect it will reach 
6.5 percent by January. Alaska, Cali-
fornia, Rhode Island, Mississippi, Ne-
vada, Missouri, Oregon, South Caro-
lina, Kentucky, and Ohio all have un-
employment rates at or above 5.5 per-
cent. 

We need to act, not only because it is 
the right thing to do, the moral thing 
to do for our families, but we know 
that for every $1 that is spent on unem-
ployment benefits in the economy, the 
dollars turn over and the economy is 
stimulated by $1.64. So there is an op-
portunity to not only do the right 
thing for Americans, which ought to be 
enough, but it is also an opportunity to 
stimulate the economy and one of the 
top ways we are told it can be stimu-
lated. In other words, for every $1 we 
invest to help struggling American 
families, we get a 64-percent return on 
our investment. I would take that. 
That is a deal worth making. 

So I close by once again calling on 
the President to join with us at this 
critical time in American history 
where families are being hit in so many 
different ways and to say yes to ex-
tending unemployment benefits for 
those who are out of work but looking 
very hard to find a job and are count-
ing on us to do the right thing. 

I would love it if we did not have to 
stand up and change this Velcro any-
more. I would love it if we could just 
frame this right here—75 Republican 
filibusters—and stop. But that is not 
what is happening. We can do better 
than that. Certainly, the people in 
Michigan expect us to do better than 
that. I am going to do everything in 
my power—I know the Chair will as 
well—to be able to make good on what 
people are asking of us. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from South Dakota. 

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, like a lot 
of Members of the Senate, I also heard 
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