
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—SENATE, Vol. 154, Pt. 9 11951 June 10, 2008 
colleagues will join me in paying trib-
ute to the life and work of Alfred Wag-
oner Loveless. I am sure his family 
takes comfort in knowing that his leg-
acy will be remembered. 
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ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS 

REMEMBERING WILLIAM T. ‘‘BILL’’ 
MCLAUGHLIN 

∑ Mr. BIDEN. Mr. President, I wish 
today to honor Bill McLaughlin, a man 
as renowned for his vision and leader-
ship as for his soft touch and utter hu-
manity. Bill passed away on May 30, 
2008, but his legacy will live on for gen-
erations. Many remember Bill as a man 
who turned the city of Wilmington into 
one of the financial capitals of the 
world—I prefer to honor him as the 
truly decent, caring, and visionary gen-
tleman whom I have admired for my 
entire career. 

To summarize Bill McLaughlin’s life 
in a few words is beyond my capabili-
ties. It is impossible for me to speak of 
this brother, father, and grandfather in 
terms of his well-documented public 
accomplishments. To me, Bill 
McLaughlin was a friend, and a man. 

As Shakespeare wrote, ‘‘His life was 
gentle, and the elements / So mixed in 
him that Nature might stand up / And 
say to all the world, / This was a man!’’ 

Bill McLaughlin was a man. As we 
Irish say when we want to pay the 
highest compliment: Bill McLaughlin 
was a good man. 

Bill was, at his core, a family man. 
He viewed everything through the 
prism of family. And he was a great 
city leader because he loved the city of 
Wilmington. On any given Sunday, you 
were as likely to see him at an African- 
American church as you were at Catho-
lic mass. 

Of all Bill’s wonderful qualities, per-
haps the most unique—and most use-
ful—was his style of leadership. He had 
the insight to know what had to be 
done and the wisdom to make other 
people think it was their idea. 

He was one of the last men and 
women of the ‘‘greatest generation,’’ 
recognizing that the values he was 
raised with—honor, decency, humility 
and sacrifice—were universal values 
that defined who we are as a nation. He 
used those ideals as his guidance, 
which is why Bill’s courageous deci-
sions as an elected official were both 
profound and simple for him. They 
were not difficult for him because they 
were obvious to him; Bill always knew 
his true north. 

Bill McLaughlin was a model for all 
of us, not just elected officials. He 
lived his life, from beginning to end, by 
the same guiding principles upon which 
our Nation is built. Bill will be sorely 
missed, but as long as we remember his 
lessons, the world will be better off. As 
Yeats wrote in ‘‘The Lake Isle of 
Innisfree:’’ 

I will arise and go now, for always night and 
day 

I hear lake water lapping with low sounds by 
the shore; 

While I stand on the roadway, or on the 
pavements grey, 

I hear it in the deep heart’s core.∑ 
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HONORING DR. DONALD F. 
AVERILL 

∑ Mrs. BOXER. Mr. President, I ask my 
colleagues to join me in recognizing 
Dr. Donald F. Averill as he retires after 
almost 50 years of service in education. 

This month, Dr. Donald Averill will 
retire as chancellor of the San 
Bernardino Community College Dis-
trict, SBCCD. Prior to joining SBCCD, 
Dr. Averill served as the CEO of Palo 
Verde College. Dr. Averill more than 
doubled the enrollment of full-time 
students to provide increased edu-
cational opportunities throughout the 
region. His leadership enabled physical 
and economic growth of academic in-
frastructure and enabled Palo Verde 
College to earn accreditation. During 
his tenure as the CEO for the San 
Bernardino Community College Dis-
trict, he greatly improved the eco-
nomic capacities of the district and in-
creased cooperation between colleges 
and secondary institutions, increasing 
enrollment in the region by 45 percent. 

Throughout his 47 years of service 
and commitment to improvements in 
education, Dr. Donald Averill provided 
leadership both in California higher 
education and in the San Bernardino 
community. He served as chairman of 
the Economic and Workforce Develop-
ment Advisory Committee to the Cali-
fornia Community College Board of 
Governors for 2 years and chaired the 
Human Resources Commission of the 
Association of California Community 
College Administrators for 5 years. He 
served the city of La Habra, CA, as a 
planning commissioner for 12 years. Dr. 
Averill has also served as president of 
the American Heart Association in 
Glendale, CA. 

As he retires from providing leader-
ship and guidance to the faculty, stu-
dents, and staff of numerous institu-
tions of higher education and to count-
less communities in California, I am 
pleased to ask my colleagues to join 
me in honoring a true leader in edu-
cation and community development.∑ 
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HONORING NELL SOTO 

∑ Mrs. BOXER. Mr. President, I ask my 
colleagues to join me in honoring Cali-
fornia Assembly member Nell Soto on 
a lifetime of achievement and advocacy 
for the people of California. Through-
out her tenure in both the California 
Assembly and the California State sen-
ate, Nell Soto has worked tirelessly to 
improve the quality of life for the peo-
ple of California and our Nation. De-
spite recent health challenges, this 

June she will celebrate her 82nd birth-
day and can look back on a proud ca-
reer in public service. 

A sixth-generation resident of the 
City of Pomona, Nell Soto has been a 
lifelong member of the southern Cali-
fornia community and has been a 
strong advocate for its communities 
throughout her life. Before coming to 
the California Legislature, Nell Soto 
served 12 years on the city council in 
Pomona. Her late husband Philip Soto 
served two terms in the state legisla-
ture from 1962 to 1966. Nell was the first 
woman from the San Gabriel Valley to 
serve on the South Coast Air Quality 
Management Board. She served 10 
years as a public affairs representative 
with the Los Angeles County Metro-
politan Transportation Authority. In 
1998 she was elected to the California 
Assembly and in March of 2000 won a 
special election to secure a seat in the 
California State senate, a seat that she 
held until 2006. She now serves once 
again in the California Assembly. 

Throughout her tenure in the Cali-
fornia Legislature, Nell has been an 
impassioned advocate for stronger 
communities and an improved quality 
of life and has worked to make im-
provements throughout the California 
educational system. She has been a 
strong advocate of improvements in in-
frastructure and transportation and 
worked hard to secure the development 
of the Alameda Corridor East, an im-
portant rail transportation project in 
inland southern California. She has 
been an equally impassioned advocate 
for crime prevention, public safety, and 
the environment, and recently served 
as chair of the Assembly Select Com-
mittee on Perchlorate Contamination 
and has worked to secure funding for 
improvements in drinking water safety 
from perchlorate contamination. 

A lifelong resident of southern Cali-
fornia, mother of 6, grandmother of 11, 
great-grandmother of 3, and spirited 
supporter of community advocacy and 
selfless service, Nell Soto is a wonder-
ful public servant. As she looks back 
on decades of leadership and celebrates 
her 82nd birthday, I am pleased to ask 
my colleagues to join me in recog-
nizing her good work.∑ 
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TRIBUTE TO ELTON ‘‘MICK’’ 
RINGSAK 

∑ Mr. CONRAD. Mr. President, today I 
pay tribute to an outstanding advocate 
of small and rural business, Elton 
‘‘Mick’’ Ringsak, who will be con-
cluding his time as Small Business Ad-
ministration Region VIII Adminis-
trator in July of 2008. 

For nearly 8 years he has been a 
champion for small business in rural 
America. He has recognized the impor-
tant role they play in strengthening 
the local and national economies of our 
country and I have appreciated the ex-
cellent work he has done for the State 
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