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In 1882, Lakota, a Great Northern 

Railroad site, was founded. Lakota was 
named by Gov. Nehemiah G. Ordway 
for the Sioux word meaning ‘‘allies.’’ 
Lakota’s post office was established in 
1883, and it was designated as the coun-
ty seat in 1883. Lakota officially be-
came a city in 1889. 

Today, Lakota remains a small, 
proud farming community. Lakota 
residents enjoy many outdoor activi-
ties, from hunting to fishing in nearby 
Devils and Stump Lakes. Many resi-
dents take pride in the local golf 
course, Lakota Rock Creek Golf 
Course, saying that it is the ‘‘best 
course around.’’ The community is 
home to the A. M. Tofthagen Library 
and Museum, which was recognized in 
1991 as a North Dakota historical site 
by the National Register of Historic 
Places. 

To celebrate the 125th anniversary, 
the residents of Lakota will gather for 
a wide range of events. An All School 
Reunion will be held during the same 
weekend of the anniversary celebra-
tion. Lakota will also celebrate with a 
variety show, banquet, craft show, pa-
rade, BBQ, a dance, car and motorcycle 
show, and lots of activities for the 
kids. 

I ask the Senate to join me in con-
gratulating Lakota, ND, and its resi-
dents on their first 125 years and wish-
ing them well in the future. By hon-
oring Lakota and all the other historic 
small towns of North Dakota, we keep 
the great pioneering frontier spirit 
alive for future generations. It is places 
such as Lakota that have helped to 
shape this country into what it is 
today, which is why this fine commu-
nity is deserving of our recognition. 

Lakota has a proud past and a bright 
future.∑ 
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125TH ANNIVERSARY OF NEW 
ROCKFORD, NORTH DAKOTA 

∑ Mr. CONRAD. Mr. President, today I 
wish to recognize a community in Eddy 
County, ND, that will be celebrating 
its 125th anniversary. From July 3–6, 
the residents of New Rockford will 
gather to celebrate their community’s 
history and founding. 

The Eddy County region was popu-
lated mainly by settlers of Scandina-
vian origin. The first pioneers followed 
the trail blazed by earlier Red River 
buffalo hunters. Later, they came by 
way of the Northern Pacific Railway. 

In 1882, Captain Walter G. Dunn es-
tablished his merchandise store and 
post office just to the south of present- 
day New Rockford. As the railroads 
stretched northward, townsite pro-
moters appeared a year later. These ad-
vocates sited the settlement along the 
James River and initially called it Gar-
rison. Since Garrison was the name of 
another post office, the settlers decided 
upon the name New Rockford, derived 
from the area’s river crossing. 

Today, New Rockford is a quiet, sce-
nic place of 1,463 people. The township 
anchors a dynamic farm economy and 
contains a 117-acre industrial park. 
New Rockford is renowned for holding 
the Central North Dakota Steam 
Thresher’s Reunion every third week-
end of September, where a unique col-
lection of antique operational steam 
engines is displayed. In addition, the 
community’s rugged pioneering tradi-
tion persists and has been passed on to 
hometown son James Buchli, an astro-
naut and American hero. 

New Rockford boasts a vibrant nat-
ural heritage and offers some of North 
Dakota’s finest wildlife habitats. 
Blessed to be near the Sheyenne and 
James Rivers, the town is a prime lo-
cale for fishing. New Rockford is also a 
hub for hunters because of the water-
fowl, whitetail deer, and upland game 
that populate the area. 

To celebrate their 125th anniversary, 
the people of New Rockford have 
planned a number of events, including 
pitchfork fondues, dances, children’s 
games, and a fireworks display. 

Mr. President, I ask the United 
States Senate to join me in congratu-
lating New Rockford, ND, and its resi-
dents on their first 125 years and in 
wishing them well through the next 
century. By honoring New Rockford 
and all the other historic small towns 
of North Dakota, we keep the great 
pioneering frontier spirit alive for fu-
ture generations. It is places such as 
North Rockford that have helped to 
shape this country into what it is 
today, which is why this fine commu-
nity is deserving of our recognition. 

New Rockford has a proud past and a 
bright future.∑ 

f 

100TH ANNIVERSARY OF REEDER, 
NORTH DAKOTA 

∑ Mr. CONRAD. Mr. President, I am 
pleased today to honor a community in 
North Dakota that is celebrating its 
100th anniversary. On June 20–22, the 
residents of Reeder will gather to cele-
brate their community’s founding and 
history. 

Reeder is located in the scenic south-
western part of North Dakota with a 
population of about 181. The town was 
named after E.O. Reeder, an assistant 
chief engineer with the Milwaukee 
Road Railroad, which established a sta-
tion in Reeder in 1908. By the end of 
1908, it was a thriving prairie town 
with numerous businesses. 

In celebration of the community’s 
centennial, there are many activities 
planned for entertainment and to re-
member the town’s history. Events will 
include a parade, variety show, bike 
races, dances, and plenty of food. 

The centennial celebration will also 
serve as a high school reunion for the 
graduates of Reeder High School. The 
school closed in 2000, but the town has 
turned it into the Dakota Prairie En-

richment Center. The community cen-
ter is now used for receptions, basket-
ball games, dances, and benefits. It also 
provides lodging for those who travel 
to the area to hunt, a popular activity 
in Reeder. 

Mr. President, I ask the United 
States Senate to join me in congratu-
lating Reeder, ND, and its residents on 
their first 100 years and in wishing 
them well through the next century. 
By honoring Reeder and all the other 
historic small towns of North Dakota, 
we keep the pioneering tradition alive 
for future generations. Places such as 
Reeder shaped this country into what 
it is today, which is why this fine com-
munity deserves our recognition. 

Reeder has a proud past and a bright 
future.∑ 

f 

HONORING FREDERICKSBURG HIGH 
SCHOOL 

∑ Mr. CORNYN. Mr. President, today I 
highlight an innovative and incredible 
education program started by science 
teacher Brett Williams from Fred-
ericksburg High School in Fredericks-
burg, TX. The SystemsGo Aeroscience 
program promotes engineering, strong 
workforce skills, and improved aca-
demic performance by teaching high 
school students how to design, develop 
and launch rockets. 

The program is a 2-year, junior/senior 
program in which first-year students 
design and develop remotely operated 
vehicles and unmanned aerial vehicles 
for research or industrial applications. 
Second-year students design and fab-
ricate rockets for testing at altitudes 
from 80,000 feet to 100,000 feet. Through 
successes and failures, students picked 
up valuable life skills such as problem 
solving, testing, analysis, documenta-
tion, reporting, project management, 
teamwork, and communication. 

We are facing shortages of high- 
skilled workers in our country. The 
S&P, Standard & Poor’s, top 500 com-
panies alone report over 140,000 vacan-
cies for these positions. By developing 
workforce skills in tandem with engi-
neering studies, the SystemsGo 
Aeroscience programs is training the 
next generation of scientists that will 
keep our country globally competitive. 

More than a decade after Mr. Wil-
liams and his students launched their 
first rocket, Fredericksburg High 
School has received many accolades in-
cluding being the first high school to 
design and develop rockets exceeding 
Mach 2. However, the statistic I find 
most impressive is that 80 percent of 
students in the aeroscience program 
continue to pursue degrees in engineer-
ing in college. 

By inspiring the next generation of 
scientists, we are not only investing in 
individual students’ success but also to 
the overall wellbeing of our economy. 
America’s most valuable asset is her 
human capital. It is critical that we 
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