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Whereas menopause is often a challenging 
transition for millions of women that re-
quires specialized medications and medical 
treatments; 

Whereas physicians prescribe a variety of 
pharmaceutical treatment options to treat 
women experiencing the symptoms of meno-
pause; 

Whereas individual women respond dif-
ferently to different treatment options; 

Whereas women’s physicians determine on 
a case-by-case basis which treatment option 
is optimal for each woman; 

Whereas many physicians prescribe com-
pounded estrogen and other bioidentical hor-
mone treatments for patients for a variety of 
reasons; 

Whereas many physicians prescribe com-
pounded estrogen treatments that contain 
estriol to treat menopausal and 
perimenopausal women; 

Whereas estriol is one of three estrogens 
produced by the human body; 

Whereas estriol has been prescribed and 
used for decades in the United States; 

Whereas Congress has long recognized ac-
tive pharmaceutical ingredients meeting 
standards set by the United States Pharma-
copeia as permissible options for physician 
prescribing and pharmacy compounding; 

Whereas the Food and Drug Administra-
tion (FDA) has announced that it will no 
longer permit compounding pharmacists to 
prepare medications containing estriol pur-
suant to a doctor’s prescription; 

Whereas insurers are now denying women 
reimbursement for compounded medications 
containing estriol as a result of the FDA’s 
announcement; and 

Whereas the FDA has acknowledged that it 
is unaware of any adverse events associated 
with use of compounded medications con-
taining estriol: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved by the Senate (the House of Rep-
resentatives concurring), That it is the sense 
of the Congress that— 

(1) physicians are in the best position to 
determine which medications are most ap-
propriate for their patients; 

(2) the Food and Drug Administration 
(FDA) should respect the physician-patient 
relationship; and 

(3) the FDA should reverse its policy that 
aims to eliminate patients’ access to com-
pounded medications containing estriol that 
their physicians prescribe for them, unless 
the FDA holds a public comment period on 
the issue and can document evidence of ad-
verse events and other safety issues to jus-
tify such policy. 

f 

NOTICE OF HEARING 

COMMITTEE ON ENERGY AND NATURAL 
RESOURCES 

Mr. BINGAMAN. Mr. President, I 
would like to announce for the infor-
mation of the Senate and the public 
that a hearing has been scheduled be-
fore the Senate Committee on Energy 
and Natural Resources. The hearing 
will be held on Tuesday, June 17, 2008, 
at 10 a.m., in room SD–366 of the Dirk-
sen Senate Office Building. 

The purpose of the hearing is to ex-
amine the challenges and regional so-
lutions to developing transmission for 
renewable electricity resources. 

Because of the limited time available 
for the hearing, witnesses may testify 

by invitation only. However, those 
wishing to submit written testimony 
for the hearing record may do so by 
sending it to the Committee on Energy 
and Natural Resources, United States 
Senate, Washington, DC 20510–6150, or 
by e-mail to Gina_weinstock@energy 
.senate.gov. 

For further information, please con-
tact Leon Lowery at (202) 224–2209 or 
Gina Weinstock at (202) 224–5684. 

f 

AUTHORITY FOR COMMITTEES TO 
MEET 

COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES 

Mr. BROWN. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Armed Services be author-
ized to meet during the session of the 
Senate, on Tuesday, June 10, 2008, at 
2:30 p.m. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

COMMITTEE ON COMMERCE, SCIENCE, AND 
TRANSPORTATION 

Mr. BROWN. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Commerce, Science, and 
Transportation be authorized to meet 
during the session of the Senate on 
Tuesday, June 10, 2008, at 2:30 p.m., in 
room 253 of the Russell Senate Office 
Building. 

THE PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

COMMITTEE ON FINANCE 

Mr. BROWN. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Finance be authorized to 
meet during the session of the Senate 
on Tuesday, June 10, 2008, at 10 a.m., in 
room 215 of the Dirksen Senate Office 
Building. 

THE PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

SELECT COMMITTEE ON INTELLIGENCE 

Mr. BROWN. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Select 
Committee on Intelligence be author-
ized to meet during the session of the 
Senate on June 10, 2008, at 2:30 p.m. to 
hold a closed hearing. 

THE PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

PRIVILEGES OF THE FLOOR 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that Joshua Mayer, an 
intern in Senator BINGAMAN’s office, be 
granted privileges of the floor for the 
remainder of today, June 10, 2008. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

Mr. ENZI. Mr. President, I ask unani-
mous consent that Sara McElroy from 
my staff be allowed floor privileges for 
the rest of the afternoon. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

AMERICAN VETERANS DISABLED 
FOR LIFE COMMEMORATIVE 
COIN ACT 
Mr. BROWN. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the Senate 
proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of Calendar No. 757, H.R. 634. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will state the bill by title. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 
A bill (H.R. 634) to require the Secretary of 

the Treasury to mint coins in commemora-
tion of veterans who became disabled for life 
while serving in the Armed Forces of the 
United States. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the bill, which 
had been reported from the Committee 
on Banking, Housing, and Urban Af-
fairs, with an amendment, as follows: 

(Omit the part in boldface brackets 
and insert the part printed in italic.) 

H.R. 634 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘American 
Veterans Disabled for Life Commemorative 
Coin Act’’. 
SEC. 2. FINDINGS. 

The Congress finds as follows: 
(1) The Armed Forces of the United States 

have answered the call and served with dis-
tinction around the world—from hitting the 
beaches in World War II in the Pacific and 
Europe, to the cold and difficult terrain in 
Korea, the steamy jungles of Vietnam, and 
the desert sands of the Middle East. 

(2) All Americans should commemorate 
those who come home having survived the 
ordeal of war, and solemnly honor those who 
made the ultimate sacrifice in giving their 
lives for their country. 

(3) All Americans should honor the mil-
lions of living disabled veterans who carry 
the scars of war every day, and who have 
made enormous personal sacrifices defending 
the principles of our democracy. 

(4) In 2000, Congress authorized the con-
struction of the American Veterans Disabled 
for Life Memorial. 

(5) The United States should pay tribute to 
the Nation’s living disabled veterans by 
minting and issuing a commemorative silver 
dollar coin. 

(6) The surcharge proceeds from the sale of 
a commemorative coin would raise valuable 
funding for the construction of the American 
Veterans Disabled for Life Memorial. 
SEC. 3. COIN SPECIFICATIONS. 

(a) $1 SILVER COINS.—The Secretary of the 
Treasury (hereafter in this Act referred to as 
the ‘‘Secretary’’) shall mint and issue not 
more than 350,000 $1 coins in commemoration 
of disabled American veterans, each of which 
shall— 

(1) weigh 26.73 grams; 
(2) have a diameter of 1.500 inches; and 
(3) contain 90 percent silver and 10 percent 

copper. 
(b) LEGAL TENDER.—The coins minted 

under this Act shall be legal tender, as pro-
vided in section 5103 of title 31, United States 
Code. 

(c) NUMISMATIC ITEMS.—For purposes of 
sections 5134 and 5136 of title 31, United 
States Code, all coins minted under this Act 
shall be considered to be numismatic items. 
SEC. 4. DESIGN OF COINS. 

(a) DESIGN REQUIREMENTS.— 
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