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during his term as Speaker of the 
House. One of Arizona’s last genuine 
cowboy legislators, his perspective, his 
insight and his counsel is simply irre-
placeable. 

To his wife, Mary Louise, Jake was a 
loving husband. To his 13 children, he 
was a devoted father. To his 55 grand-
children, he was an adoring grand-
father. To his church, he was a faithful 
servant. To his community, he was a 
loyal advocate. To his beloved State of 
Arizona, he was a statesman. 

To this lowly Congressman, he was a 
caring uncle and mentor, and I will 
miss him dearly. 

f 

RECESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair 
declares the House in recess until 10 
a.m. today. 

Accordingly (at 9 o’clock and 10 min-
utes a.m.), the House stood in recess 
until 10 a.m. 

f 

AFTER RECESS 

The recess having expired, the House 
was called to order by the Speaker pro 
tempore (Ms. LORETTA SANCHEZ of Cali-
fornia) at 10 a.m. 

f 

PRAYER 

The Chaplain, the Reverend Daniel P. 
Coughlin, offered the following prayer: 

Lord God, Your provident love is re-
vealed today as it was revealed in the 
scriptures and in the early days of this 
Nation’s history. Lord, after Your serv-
ant Moses had died, You spoke again to 
Your people and Joshua, the son of 
Nun. You said, ‘‘Prepare now to cross 
the Jordan with all the people. Enter 
the land I stretch out before you. No 
one can stand against you as long as 
you live in My presence. I will be with 
you as I was with Moses. I will not 
leave you nor will I forsake you.’’ 

In this millennium, we as a Nation 
need to cross over some turbulent wa-
ters and enter into a new terrain. Lord, 
we must face a new environment with 
a need for resourceful energy as we 
seek economic security and global 
peace. 

Give us Your confidence as we once 
again hear Your words of promise: Be 
firm and steadfast so that you may 
lead this people to the secure and pros-
perous land which I promised to your 
ancestors. I will be with you as I was 
with Moses. I will not leave you nor 
will I forsake you, now or forever. 
Amen. 

f 

THE JOURNAL 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair has examined the Journal of the 
last day’s proceedings and announces 
to the House her approval thereof. 

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the 
gentleman from New York (Mr. HALL) 
come forward and lead the House in the 
Pledge of Allegiance. 

Mr. HALL of New York led the 
Pledge of Allegiance as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

DOMESTIC OIL DRILLING 

(Mr. HALL of New York asked and 
was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute and to revise and 
extend his remarks.) 

Mr. HALL of New York. Madam 
Speaker, over the weekend, gas reached 
the $4 national average for the first 
time in our Nation’s history. The ma-
jority in Congress has worked to com-
bat these prices by advancing new en-
ergy solutions and efforts to protect 
consumers. The standard refrain from 
the oil companies and their allies is, 
‘‘We need to drill for more oil here at 
home.’’ I would ask them, ‘‘Who is 
stopping you?’’ 

The oil company myth is that we 
need to open up the Arctic refuge and 
give the oil company a free hand to go 
wherever and whenever they want to 
chase oil. The reality, however, is that 
about 75 percent of the oil in the 
United States is on land that is already 
open for production, but less than one- 
third of that land is actually being 
used by the oil companies. 

They are literally sitting on 10,000 
permits and millions of acres of leased 
land that would let them start pulling 
more oil out of the ground here at 
home. So I say to the oil company ad-
vocates, start drilling for more domes-
tic supply. Start drilling on the lands 
that are already open, and stop pos-
turing while American drivers are in 
pain at the pump. 

f 

REDUCE THE PRICE AT THE PUMP 

(Mrs. BLACKBURN asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
her remarks.) 

Mrs. BLACKBURN. Madam Speaker, 
you know that the price at the pump is 
what everyone is talking about. And in 
my district in Tennessee, moms are 
now spending over $100 more to fill up 
the tanks than they were when the 
Democrats took the gavel in both the 
House and the Senate. It costs over $100 
a month more to fill up the tank of an 
average minivan. We have seen the 
price of a gallon of gas go from $2.26 to 
$4 a gallon. 

Madam Speaker, there is a reason for 
this. And we on the Republican side 

have solutions for this problem. It is 
time to waive the gas tax. It is time to 
waive the ethanol mandates. It is time 
to waive the requirements for boutique 
fuels. And it is time for Americans to 
explore for American energy on Amer-
ican soil. 

There is a way to address this. There 
are bills that are filed. There is action 
that can be taken. I encourage my 
Democrat colleagues, encourage your 
leadership to rise to the challenge, re-
duce the price at the pump. 

f 

BIG OIL NEEDS TO DRILL WHERE 
THEY HOLD LEASES 

(Mr. SIRES asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. SIRES. Madam Speaker, Presi-
dent Bush and congressional Repub-
licans continue to blame today’s record 
gas prices on our refusal to open more 
land up for drilling. They claim that if 
we allowed big oil to drill more, gas 
prices would fall. What Republicans ne-
glect to say is that the number of drill-
ing permits increased dramatically 
over the last 5 years from 3,800 permits 
in 2002 to 7,500 last year. 

That’s right. Big oil is actually get-
ting access to more land to drill, but is 
doing nothing to bring down the price 
of gas. Big oil has access to millions of 
acres of Federal land. But for some rea-
son, they have yet to do any drilling. 
According to a new Natural Resources 
Committee report, oil and gas compa-
nies hold leases to nearly 68 million 
acres of Federal land that they are not 
currently drilling. If big oil really 
wants to drill more, why aren’t they 
drilling? 

Madam Speaker, Washington Repub-
licans are wrong again to rely on big 
oil to bring down the prices at the 
pump. After all, while American con-
sumers battle these record prices, big 
oil is laughing all the way to the bank. 

f 

THE CURE FOR PUMP PANIC 

(Mr. POE asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. POE. Madam Speaker, with all 
the gloom, doom and despair about the 
high gasoline prices, there is a remedy 
to this pessimistic pump panic. Before 
we start passing out bicycles to the 
multitudes or start going to Dr. Phil 
for therapy, we can and should obtain 
more crude oil here in America. Crude 
oil will still be the driving energy of 
this Nation for the foreseeable future 
until we find some alternative. And we 
don’t need to line the pockets of OPEC 
and Third World dictators by begging 
them for more crude. We already give 
them $425 million a day! 

The U.S. Geological Survey has re-
leased a report that says the ‘‘sweet 
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