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These statistics are devastating to 

millions of unemployed Americans who 
are increasingly competing against 
each other for the very few jobs that 
have become available. Yet President 
Bush continues to sit on the sidelines 
hoping that the economic situation 
will correct itself without additional 
governmental intervention. 

The Democratic House believes the 
government must act, and it must act 
now. That’s why we passed legislation 
last month that would extend unem-
ployment insurance to workers who 
have exhausted their benefits. We also 
plan to move a second economic stim-
ulus package that should help create 
jobs. I hope both President Bush and 
congressional Republicans would fi-
nally realize that this is the right 
thing to do. 

f 

DEMOCRATS HELP REBUILD THE 
ECONOMY 

(Mr. PAYNE asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. PAYNE. Madam Speaker, with so 
many Americans fearing the loss of 
their jobs and their homes and wor-
rying about the rising cost of basic 
needs like food and gas, it is clear that 
Washington must act. 

The House had led the way in work-
ing to jump-start the economic recov-
ery by putting hundreds of dollars in 
the hands of more than 130 million 
American families with the economic 
stimulus package. That is only the 
first step. It is going to take time to 
reverse the 7 years of the Bush failed 
economic policies that have favored 
the wealthiest few to the detriment of 
the middle class. 

Congressional Democrats are work-
ing to address the record high cost of 
gasoline with the passage of a renew-
able energy tax incentive that will 
lower prices at the pump and create 
thousands of green jobs. With 325,000 
jobs lost over the last 5 months, this 
Congress extended unemployment ben-
efits last month, so that those having a 
hard time finding a new job have access 
to 13 additional weeks. 

The Bush economy is hurting middle- 
class families in my home State of New 
Jersey, across the Nation, and we must 
give them relief. 

f 

DELIVER FUEL SOURCES TO THE 
PEOPLE 

(Mr. BISHOP of Utah asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Mr. BISHOP of Utah. Madam Speak-
er, gas prices have finally hit $4 a gal-
lon. That’s $1.71 higher than when we 
first met as a Congress, and the Speak-
er said she had a secret plan to lower 
those costs. 

Yet rather than talking about energy 
issues, we are talking, spending time to 

find scapegoats to blame for those 
costs, not realizing that for every dol-
lar that goes up in energy costs, jobs 
are lost, income is reduced, our social 
programs are harmed and people sim-
ply suffer. We should be fighting for 
these issues, for the 1,100 people that 
worked for American Airlines but were 
fired because they couldn’t afford the 
gas for 100 planes; for the Washington, 
D.C., cabbie who, for the first time in 
his life, cannot greet his kids at home 
when they come home from school be-
cause he has to work 2 hours a day 
longer for the same amount of money; 
for the Virginia father who can no 
longer attend his father-and-son outing 
because he can’t afford the gas to go 
there. 

People are suffering, and, instead, we 
are here on the floor dealing with con-
gressional minutia. We must be dealing 
with legislation to improve conserva-
tion, improve production and improve 
innovations of how we deliver those 
fuel sources to the people. Otherwise 
we will become, as John Adams said, 
one useless man is disgraced, two are a 
law firm, and three or more become a 
Congress. 

The people have had this Congress. 
f 

DEMOCRATS TAKE ACTION ON 
RECORD HIGH GAS PRICES AT 
THE PUMP 

(Mr. WU asked and was given permis-
sion to address the House for 1 minute 
and to revise and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. WU. Madam Speaker, I, for one, 
welcome this opportunity to engage in 
a debate with my friends across the 
aisle about who truly stands with the 
American consumer versus standing 
with Big Oil. 

Over the weekend, the average price 
for a gallon of gas hit $4 per gallon. It’s 
$4.50 per gallon at the pump closest to 
this debate. These outrageous prices 
are taking their toll on all of us, and 
the average American driver now pays 
more than $2,200 per year for gasoline, 
up from about $1,400 a year in 2001 at 
the beginning of the Bush administra-
tion. 

Since January 2007, when this Demo-
cratic Congress came into the major-
ity, we have been committed to chang-
ing the Nation’s energy policy so we 
can lower prices at the pump. Last 
year, this Democratic Congress passed 
the landmark law that will make cars 
and trucks more efficient, which will 
eventually save American families 
somewhere between $700 to $1,000 each 
year. We have followed this up this 
year by passing bills cracking down on 
price gouging by Big Oil. 

f 

NATURAL GAS IS THE CLEAN, 
GREEN FUEL 

(Mr. PETERSON of Pennsylvania 
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute.) 

Mr. PETERSON of Pennsylvania. 
Madam Speaker, today natural gas 
opened at $12.65 per 1,000 Btus. That is 
an almost 100 percent increase from 
this time a year ago. 

Natural gas is the clean, green fuel 
that powers our manufacturing econ-
omy, accounts for 23 percent of the en-
ergy consumed in America and heats 52 
million of our homes. Yet as prices 
continue to skyrocket and companies 
move offshore because America has the 
highest natural gas prices in the world, 
this Congress has done absolutely 
nothing to increase production. 

Tomorrow, I will offer an amendment 
to the Interior appropriations bill that 
will lift the congressional moratorium 
on offshore production from 50 to 200 
miles, which happens to be the safest 
and most environmentally friendly 
place to produce energy. There is no 
need to beg the Saudis for more oil and 
Canada for more natural gas. 

We have vast reserves here in Amer-
ica. We need to produce American en-
ergy with an American labor force and 
give Americans energy they can afford. 

f 

COLLUSION AND PRICE GOUGING 

(Mr. DEFAZIO asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. DEFAZIO. Madam Speaker, you 
have got to admit it’s a great system. 
The oil companies fill the Republican 
coffers with campaign contributions, 
and the Republicans pretend that they 
care about consumers while the Repub-
licans stonewall steps to rein in price- 
gouging market speculation. 

Remember the Enron loophole? 
That’s 50 cents a gallon at the pump 
today. Ken Lay is dead, but it lives on. 

They are protecting OPEC against 
World Trade Organization complaints 
that the President refuses to sign. He 
goes over and holds hands with the 
Saudi princes, but he won’t file a com-
plaint against market collusion. 

Refineries, you are right. We have 
got a shortage. ExxonMobil says they 
are doing just fine. They have no plans 
to build a refinery. They are making 
obscene profits, 6,492 leases, no devel-
opment. Eighty percent of the Outer 
Continental Shelf reserves are avail-
able, no plans to drill. Naval Petroleum 
Reserve, it is 8 years since Clinton 
leased it, zero percent production. 
There is a sea of oil under it. 

Market forces, 11 bucks in 1 day for a 
barrel of oil, while consumption is way 
down in the U.S. It’s not market 
forces, it’s collusion and price gouging. 
The Bush-Cheney Republican caucus 
and the OPEC cartel are doing just fine 
the way things are. They pretend they 
want change, but they don’t. 
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PROVIDING FOR CONSIDERATION 

OF H.R. 6003, PASSENGER RAIL 
INVESTMENT AND IMPROVE-
MENT ACT OF 2008 
Ms. MATSUI. Madam Speaker, by di-

rection of the Committee on Rules, I 
call up House Resolution 1253 and ask 
for its immediate consideration. 

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows: 

H. RES. 1253 
Resolved, That at any time after the adop-

tion of this resolution the Speaker may, pur-
suant to clause 2(b) of rule XVIII, declare the 
House resolved into the Committee of the 
Whole House on the State of the Union for 
consideration of the bill (H.R. 6003) to reau-
thorize Amtrak, and for other purposes. The 
first reading of the bill shall be dispensed 
with. All points of order against consider-
ation of the bill are waived except those aris-
ing under clause 9 or 10 of rule XXI. General 
debate shall be confined to the bill and shall 
not exceed one hour equally divided and con-
trolled by the chairman and ranking minor-
ity member of the Committee on Transpor-
tation and Infrastructure. After general de-
bate the bill shall be considered for amend-
ment under the five-minute rule. It shall be 
in order to consider as an original bill for the 
purpose of amendment under the five-minute 
rule the amendment in the nature of a sub-
stitute recommended by the Committee on 
Transportation and Infrastructure now 
printed in the bill. The committee amend-
ment in the nature of a substitute shall be 
considered as read. All points of order 
against the committee amendment in the 
nature of a substitute are waived except 
those arising under clause 10 of rule XXI. 
Notwithstanding clause 11 of rule XVIII, no 
amendment to the committee amendment in 
the nature of a substitute shall be in order 
except those printed in the report of the 
Committee on Rules accompanying this res-
olution. Each such amendment may be of-
fered only in the order printed in the report, 
may be offered only by a Member designated 
in the report, shall be considered as read, 
shall be debatable for the time specified in 
the report equally divided and controlled by 
the proponent and an opponent, shall not be 
subject to amendment, and shall not be sub-
ject to a demand for division of the question 
in the House or in the Committee of the 
Whole. All points of order against such 
amendments are waived except those arising 
under clause 9 or 10 of rule XXI. At the con-
clusion of consideration of the bill for 
amendment the Committee shall rise and re-
port the bill to the House with such amend-
ments as may have been adopted. Any Mem-
ber may demand a separate vote in the 
House on any amendment adopted in the 
Committee of the Whole to the bill or to the 
committee amendment in the nature of a 
substitute. The previous question shall be 
considered as ordered on the bill and amend-
ments thereto to final passage without inter-
vening motion except one motion to recom-
mit with or without instructions. 

SEC. 2. During consideration in the House 
of H.R. 6003 pursuant to this resolution, not-
withstanding the operation of the previous 
question, the Chair may postpone further 
consideration of the bill to such time as may 
be designated by the Speaker. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tlewoman from California is recognized 
for 1 hour. 

Ms. MATSUI. Madam Speaker, for 
the purpose of debate only, I yield the 

customary 30 minutes to the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. SESSIONS). All 
time yielded during consideration of 
the rule is for debate only. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Ms. MATSUI. Madam Speaker, I ask 

unanimous consent that all Members 
have 5 legislative days within which to 
revise and extend their remarks and to 
insert extraneous materials into the 
RECORD. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from California? 

There was no objection. 
Ms. MATSUI. Madam Speaker, I 

yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

H. Res. 1253 provides a structured 
rule for consideration of H.R. 6003, the 
Passenger Rail Investment and Im-
provement Act of 2008. The resolution 
provides 1 hour of general debate con-
trolled by the Committee on Transpor-
tation and Infrastructure and makes in 
order 8 of the 10 amendments sub-
mitted for consideration. 

From coast to coast we are seeing 
the effects of rising fuel prices. Energy 
prices have been a regular topic here in 
Congress, in the newspapers, and at 
family dinner tables. 

The average price of a gallon of gas 
in Sacramento just climbed to $4.41. 
My constituents are feeling this burden 
every single day. Driving to work and 
school is becoming more difficult and 
more costly for everyone. 

The City of Sacramento also just 
started a major construction project on 
I–5, which cuts through the heart of my 
district. The already congested streets 
are going to become even more crowd-
ed. 

b 1045 

That is why I am glad we are here 
considering such an important bill to 
reauthorize and invest in Amtrak. Our 
constituents are in desperate need of 
alternative modes of travel to combat 
both increased congestion as well as 
rising gas prices. Now is the time to 
capitalize on the renewed interest in 
passenger rail. 

Millions of Americans from Atlanta 
to Sacramento are getting out of their 
cars and onto public transit. Many of 
these riders will be getting on rail for 
the first time. We must not let the op-
portunity to invest in our rail system 
pass us by. 

From Greece to Paris to Tokyo, we 
have seen the economic benefits of 
intercity rail. Let’s now bring these 
benefits to our Nation, our States, and 
our hometowns. 

The Passenger Rail Investment and 
Improvement Act takes great strides 
to improve Amtrak and give our con-
stituents the flexibility they need to 
travel. 

Amtrak was created in 1970 to pre-
serve and reinvigorate intercity pas-
senger rail service throughout the 

country. Since 1981, it has been the Na-
tion’s sole provider of regularly sched-
uled intercity passenger rail service. 

In fiscal year 2007, Amtrak carried 
more than 25.8 million passengers, the 
fifth straight fiscal year of record rid-
ership. Increased ridership numbers oc-
curred across all of Amtrak’s services 
in both corridor and long-distance 
routes. On average, more than 70,000 
passengers ride on Amtrak every day. 

Amtrak’s financial performance has 
also improved in recent years, posting 
record gains in ticket sales. My region 
has seen the positive effects and bene-
fits of having efficient transportation 
options. The Capitol Corridor line in 
California is showing that record num-
bers of Californians are choosing to use 
passenger rail. Ridership on the Capitol 
Corridor line is up 14 percent and rev-
enue is up 21 percent from last year. 
On-time performance was also up from 
last year. 

We can all agree that Amtrak needs 
to be brought into the 21st century. 
This legislation provides a comprehen-
sive framework to improve Amtrak 
across the country. It increases capital 
and operating grants to Amtrak, helps 
bring the Northeast Corridor to a state 
of good repair, and makes various cap-
ital improvements. 

H.R. 6003 also creates a new grant 
program for intercity passenger rail 
capital projects. Our urban centers will 
see tangible benefits and a commit-
ment to getting cars off the streets by 
promoting alternative and efficient 
modes of transportation. 

H.R. 6003 takes great strides to re-
lieve rail congestion. It provides im-
portant congestion grants and works to 
resolve disputes between commuter 
and freight railroads. It also provides 
significant funding for high-speed rail 
corridors, including $1.75 billion for 
construction and equipment. 

Simply put, this bill will reduce con-
gestion and facilitate ridership growth. 

I want to thank Chairman OBERSTAR 
and Ranking Member MICA for coming 
together on this important bipartisan 
legislation. I am proud that this Con-
gress is taking this important issue 
and tackling it, and look forward to 
supporting this legislation. 

Madam Speaker, passage of the Pas-
senger Rail Investment and Improve-
ment Act is an important step to dem-
onstrating our commitment to infra-
structure investment. This is long 
overdue, and I encourage everyone to 
support the rule and the underlying 
legislation to provide the country with 
a safe and alternative mode of travel. 

Madam Speaker, I reserve the bal-
ance of my time. 

Mr. SESSIONS. Madam Speaker, I 
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

I rise today and want to thank my 
friend from California, a member of the 
Rules Committee, for yielding this 
time to me to discuss the proposed rule 
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