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McHenry 
McIntyre 
Mica 
Miller (FL) 
Miller, Gary 
Moore (WI) 
Musgrave 
Neugebauer 
Paul 
Payne 
Petri 
Platts 
Poe 

Price (GA) 
Putnam 
Rogers (AL) 
Rohrabacher 
Royce 
Ryan (WI) 
Sali 
Schakowsky 
Sensenbrenner 
Serrano 
Shuster 
Smith (TX) 
Stark 

Stearns 
Sullivan 
Thornberry 
Walberg 
Wamp 
Welch (VT) 
Weldon (FL) 
Westmoreland 
Whitfield (KY) 
Wittman (VA) 
Woolsey 
Young (AK) 

NOT VOTING—16 

Costello 
Cubin 
Cummings 
Dingell 
Ferguson 
Fossella 

Gillibrand 
Holt 
Hulshof 
McCrery 
Meek (FL) 
Ortiz 

Rush 
Speier 
Tancredo 
Wilson (SC) 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (during 
the vote). There are 2 minutes remain-
ing. 

b 1331 

Messrs. WITTMAN of Virginia, 
ADERHOLT, and FORBES changed 
their vote from ‘‘yea’’ to ‘‘nay.’’ 

So (two-thirds being in the affirma-
tive) the rules were suspended and the 
bill, as amended, was passed. 

The result of the vote was announced 
as above recorded. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

ELECTING CERTAIN MEMBERS TO 
CERTAIN STANDING COMMIT-
TEES OF THE HOUSE OF REP-
RESENTATIVES 

Mr. EMANUEL. Mr. Speaker, by di-
rection of the Democratic Caucus, I 
offer a privileged resolution and ask 
for its immediate consideration. 

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows: 

H. RES. 1256 

Resolved, That the following named Mem-
bers be, and are hereby, elected to the fol-
lowing standing committees of the House of 
Representatives: 

(1) COMMITTEE ON AGRICULTURE.—Mr. 
Childers. 

(2) COMMITTEE ON ENERGY AND COMMERCE.— 
Ms. Matsui. 

(3) COMMITTEE ON FINANCIAL SERVICES.—Ms. 
Speier, Mr. Cazayoux, Mr. Childers. 

(4) COMMITTEE ON SCIENCE AND TECH-
NOLOGY.—Mr. Carson. 

(5) COMMITTEE ON VETERANS’ AFFAIRS.—Mr. 
Cazayoux. 

The resolution was agreed to. 
A motion to reconsider was laid on 

the table. 
f 

RECOGNIZING THE 60TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE UNIVERSAL DEC-
LARATION OF HUMAN RIGHTS 

Mr. PAYNE. Mr. Speaker, I move to 
suspend the rules and agree to the con-
current resolution (H. Con. Res. 332) 
recognizing the 60th anniversary of the 
Universal Declaration of Human 
Rights, as amended. 

The Clerk read the title of the con-
current resolution. 

The text of the concurrent resolution 
is as follows: 

H. CON. RES. 332 
Whereas the United Nations Charter 

sought to establish an international forum 
to ‘‘save succeeding generations from the 
scourge of war . . ., reaffirm faith in funda-
mental human rights, in the dignity and 
worth of the human person, in the equal 
rights of men and women and of nations 
large and small . . .’’; 

Whereas, through manifold works of gen-
erosity, the people of the United States ex-
emplify a noble conviction that the deepest 
yearnings of the human heart for respect and 
dignity transcend political, ethnic, and reli-
gious differences; 

Whereas the people of the United States 
continue to inspire their leaders to prioritize 
endeavors which bring hope and healing to 
those in need throughout the world; 

Whereas the United Nations General As-
sembly proclaimed the Universal Declara-
tion of Human Rights on December 10, 1948, 
as a ‘‘common standard of achievement for 
all peoples and nations . . .’’; 

Whereas the preamble of the Universal 
Declaration of Human Rights states, ‘‘. . . 
recognition of the inherent dignity and of 
the equal and inalienable rights of all mem-
bers of the human family is the foundation 
of freedom, justice, and peace in the world 
. . .’’; 

Whereas the Universal Declaration of 
Human Rights sets forth a common under-
standing of universal rights and freedoms 
and the notion that these cannot be created 
and are neither conferred by countries nor 
by governments, but rather are inalienable 
rights and freedoms with which all human 
persons are endowed by their very nature; 

Whereas, Eleanor Roosevelt, who led the 
United States delegation to the first Com-
mission on Human Rights, was responsible 
for drafting the Universal Declaration of 
Human Rights and in recognition of her un-
paralleled humanitarian conviction, was 
elected as Chairwoman of the Commission; 
Eleanor Roosevelt expressed her vision of a 
declaration of true universality with endur-
ing principles that would be perpetually rec-
ognized by all nations when she stated, as 
she submitted the Universal Declaration of 
Human Rights for consideration by the 
United Nations General Assembly, ‘‘We 
stand today at the threshold of a great event 
both in the life of the United Nations and in 
the life of mankind. This declaration may 
well become the international Magna Carta 
for all men everywhere.’’; and 

Whereas United Nations Secretary-General 
Ban Ki-moon noted on Human Rights Day 
2007, that ‘‘[i]t is our duty to ensure that 
these rights are a living reality—that they 
are known, understood and enjoyed by every-
one, everywhere’’: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved by the House of Representatives (the 
Senate concurring), That Congress— 

(1) recognizes on its 60th anniversary year 
the Universal Declaration of Human Rights 
as a singular achievement of the community 
of nations; 

(2) recognizes the contribution in the Dec-
laration of Independence and the United 
States Constitution to the development of 
the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, 
and the role of the United States in pre-
serving the legacy of these foundational 
human rights precepts through its participa-
tion in the United Nations; 

(3) urges all United Nations Member States 
to renew their commitment to uphold and 
promote the transcendent principles of 
human dignity enshrined in the Universal 

Declaration of Human Rights, especially on 
behalf of the world’s most vulnerable persons 
and those who have no power to advocate on 
their own behalf; and 

(4) joins with colleagues inspired by the 
spirit of goodwill in parliaments throughout 
the world in seeking to guide the United Na-
tions and its agencies to serve as effective 
instruments of genuine and lasting justice 
and peace among nations. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
New Jersey (Mr. PAYNE) and the gen-
tlewoman from Florida (Ms. ROS- 
LEHTINEN) each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from New Jersey. 

GENERAL LEAVE 

Mr. PAYNE. Mr. Speaker, I ask 
unanimous consent that all Members 
may have 5 legislative days to revise 
and extend their remarks and include 
extraneous material on the resolution 
under consideration. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from New Jersey? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. PAYNE. Mr. Speaker, I rise in 

strong support of this resolution and 
yield myself as much time as I may 
consume. 

I want to congratulate our colleague 
Mr. FORTENBERRY for putting forth this 
very important resolution. He’s a very 
valued member of our subcommittee, 
and he has been a strong supporter of 
issues of goodwill. 

This resolution celebrates the 60th 
anniversary of the United Nations Uni-
versal Declaration of Human Rights, 
the first international agreement on 
the rights of humankind. The universal 
declaration proclaims the inherent dig-
nity and equal and inalienable rights of 
all members of the human family. It is 
this universal quality of the declara-
tion that is its strength. 

The core freedoms and guarantees 
are entitlement of all people, not just 
those from certain groups or cultures. 
As such, no government or Nation has 
the power to confer these rights. They 
are inalienable freedoms with which all 
people are endowed by their very na-
ture. 

The notion of inalienable rights was 
not invented in 1948. Socrates wrote 
about ethic laws that were higher than 
laws of kings over 2,500 years ago. 

Even a proclamation of such rights is 
not new. The Magna Carta, the U.S. 
Declaration of Independence, the 
United States Constitution, the Bill of 
Rights and the French Declaration of 
the Rights of Men all articulated spe-
cific inalienable rights. 

The power of the declaration is that 
it represents the first comprehensive 
agreement among Nations as to the 
specific rights and freedoms belonging 
to all human beings. It has become a 
cornerstone of customary international 
law, binding all governments to its 
principles. 
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