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Madam Speaker, I ask that you join with me 

today to honor Robin August in her accept-
ance of the 2007–2008 Baltimore County 
Teacher of the Year Award. Her legacy as a 
dedicated, enthusiastic educator will be for-
ever remembered by the grateful students who 
walk through her classroom doors. It is with 
great pride that I congratulate Robin August 
on her exemplary career in education and her 
outstanding performance at Deep Creek Mag-
net Middle School in Baltimore County. 
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CONGRATULATORY REMARKS FOR 
THE HIGH SCHOOL VALEDIC-
TORIANS OF 2008 

HON. CHARLES B. RANGEL 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 10, 2008 

Mr. RANGEL. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to commend tens of thousands of youngsters 
who, this year, earned their high school diplo-
mas as first in their respective graduating 
classes. The diploma in itself has come to 
symbolize promise and opportunity, the first 
step in a series of steps towards achieving the 
American dream, and I am proud of each and 
every student who earned one this year. But 
that honor is ever the more remarkable when 
awarded with a valedictorian title, an acknowl-
edgement that its receiver is academically top- 
notch in his or her class. 

These bright, young minds—freshly out of 
school, having ostensibly left adolescence be-
hind and come into their own as educated, 
young adults—will inherit this world, as much 
our successes as our failures. It will be up to 
them to improve upon our legacy, to wield 
their ingenuity and knowledge to the benefit of 
their country and their world. It pleases me to 
know that there are steady, capable young 
hands out there prepared to mold, shape, and 
supply form to a better future. 

These men and women are an exemplary 
class, many of whom will go on to earn col-
lege degrees, serve America in some form of 
public service, travel abroad, raise families, or 
join the workforce. Regardless of the path, 
their unique strengths and talents will sustain 
America and her standing on the global stage. 
Although the task may sound great and 
daunting, these achievers have shown both 
grit and giftedness over the past 4 years and 
will surely rise to the challenge with poise and 
a sense of purpose. 

But for today, we celebrate and congratu-
late, keeping an eye on the greatness that lies 
in store for them and this Nation. 
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HONORING MR. JAMES ARNOLD 

HON. EARL BLUMENAUER 
OF OREGON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 10, 2008 

Mr. BLUMENAUER. Madam Speaker, I 
would like to offer my thanks and congratula-
tions to Mr. James Arnold, environmental res-
toration manager for the Oregon National 
Guard. He was recently awarded the Sec-

retary of the Army’s FY07 Environmental Res-
toration Award for contributions made by an 
individual. This is the Army’s highest honor in 
the field of environmental science, and Mr. Ar-
nold is the year’s only individual to be recog-
nized. 

As the Federal Government’s largest prop-
erty holder, the Department of Defense has a 
significant responsibility to ensure its lands are 
sustainably managed. Mr. Arnold’s success 
proves that government can be a good partner 
to communities and the environment. His inno-
vative approaches to resource management 
and remediation are a credit to Oregonian in-
genuity and environmental stewardship. 

I am particularly impressed by the large- 
scale range remediation at Camp 
Withycombe, located in my district. For years, 
I have advocated for increased awareness 
and funding for the cleanup of our ranges and 
legacy sites. This work in immensely chal-
lenging and I am impressed with Mr. Arnold’s 
creative, cost-effective, and above all, suc-
cessful approach to this problem. 

I am proud that the Oregon Army National 
Guard is at the forefront of the Army’s efforts 
to transform its environmental and business 
practices. 

Mr. Arnold, thank you for your outstanding 
service to Oregon and our country. I wish you 
the best of luck in your future work. 
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. MARK UDALL 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 10, 2008 

Mr. UDALL of Colorado. Madam Speaker, I 
was unable to be present for votes during the 
late afternoon and evening of May 22, 2008. 
For the information of our colleagues and my 
constituents, I want the RECORD to reflect how 
I would have voted on the following votes I 
missed that day. 

On rollcall 355, on the Akin amendment to 
H.R. 5658, I would have voted ‘‘no.’’ 

On rollcall 356, on the Franks amendment 
to H.R. 5658, I would have voted ‘‘no.’’ 

On rollcall 357, on the Tierney amendment 
to H.R. 5658, I would have voted ‘‘no.’’ 

On rollcall 358, on the Pearce amendment 
to H.R. 5658, I would have voted ‘‘no.’’ 

On rollcall 359, on the Lee amendment to 
H.R. 5658, I would have voted ‘‘yes.’’ 

On rollcall 360, on the Braley amendment to 
H.R. 5658, I would have voted ‘‘yes.’’ 

On rollcall 361, on the Price amendment to 
H.R. 5658, I would have voted ‘‘yes.’’ 

On rollcall 362, on the Holt amendment to 
H.R. 5658, I would have voted ‘‘yes.’’ 

On rollcall 363, on the McGovern amend-
ment to H.R. 5658, I would have voted ‘‘yes.’’ 

On rollcall 364, on the Motion to Recommit 
with instructions the Duncan Hunter National 
Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 
2009 (H.R. 5658), I would have voted ‘‘no.’’ 

I would have done so because the Motion to 
Recommit—as written—would have effectively 
killed the bill by sending it back to Committee. 
I also objected to what the Motion attempted 
to do. It would have repealed Section 526 of 
the Energy Independence and Security Act, 

which ensures that federal agencies do not 
procure or promote alternative fuels that emit, 
on a lifecycle basis, more greenhouse gas 
emissions than equivalent conventional fuels 
produced from conventional petroleum 
sources. This provision relates primarily to ef-
forts of the Department of Defense to obtain 
half of its domestically used fuel from domes-
tic synthetic sources by 2016. Specifically, the 
Air Force is pursuing ‘‘coal-to-liquid’’ fuel 
(CTL). According to both the EPA and DOE, 
liquid coal produces double the global warm-
ing emissions compared to conventional gaso-
line. 

An amendment adopted on the floor clarified 
Section 526 to ensure that federal agencies 
could procure conventional fuels that contain 
incidental amounts of unconventional fuels. 
With the passage of this amendment, it is my 
belief that there is no reason to repeal Section 
526, since the Department of Defense has 
said that it intends to pursue CTL with carbon 
capture and sequestration. In addition, the De-
fense Science Board Task Force on Energy 
recommended that if DOD decides to provide 
financial backing to synthetic fuel production 
plants, it should avoid investing in processes 
that exceed the carbon footprint of petroleum. 

On rollcall 365, on Passage of the Duncan 
Hunter National Defense Authorization Act for 
Fiscal Year 2009 (H.R. 5658), I would have 
voted ‘‘yes.’’ 

On rollcall 366, on the Motion to Suspend 
the Rules and Agree, as Amended, to H. Res. 
986, a resolution recognizing the courage and 
sacrifice of those members of the United 
States Armed Forces who were held as pris-
oners of war during the Vietnam conflict and 
calling for a full accounting of the 1,729 mem-
bers of the Armed Forces who remain unac-
counted for from the Vietnam conflict, I would 
have voted ‘‘yes.’’ 

The resolution recognizes the 35th anniver-
sary of ‘‘Operation Homecoming,’’ when the 
first wave of the longest-held POWs from Viet-
nam left that country to return to the United 
States. We honor those POWs, but we also 
honor those brave heroes who fought and 
died for our country but never returned home. 
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. SUE WILKINS MYRICK 
OF NORTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, June 10, 2008 

Mrs. MYRICK. Madam Speaker, due to a 
flight cancellation, I was unable to participate 
in the following votes. If I had been present, 
I would have voted as follows: 

June 9, 2008: 
Rollcall vote 388, on motion to suspend the 

rules and agree—H. Res. 1225, expressing 
support for designation of June 2008 as ‘‘Na-
tional Safety Month’’—I would have voted 
‘‘aye.’’ 

Rollcall vote 389, on motion to suspend the 
rules and agree—H. Res. 1243, recognizing 
the immeasurable contributions of fathers in 
the healthy development of children, sup-
porting responsible fatherhood, and encour-
aging greater involvement of fathers in the 
lives of their children, especially on Father’s 
Day—I would have voted ‘‘aye.’’ 
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Rollcall vote 390, on motion to suspend the 

rules and agree—H. Res. 127, recognizing 
and celebrating the 50th anniversary of the 
entry of Alaska into the Union as the 49th 
State—I would have voted ‘‘aye.’’ 
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BIPARTISAN CONGRESSIONAL DEL-
EGATION TO NATO PARLIAMEN-
TARY ASSEMBLY MEETINGS IN 
BERLIN, AND A SUBSEQUENT 
TRIP TO TURKEY AND AFGHANI-
STAN 

HON. JOHN S. TANNER 
OF TENNESSEE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 10, 2008 

Mr. TANNER. Madam Speaker, during the 
recent district work period I led a bipartisan 
House delegation to NATO Parliamentary As-
sembly (NPA) meetings in Berlin, from May 
23–27. The co-chair of my delegation was the 
Hon. JOHN SHIMKUS. Participating in the dele-
gation were Representatives MARION BERRY, 
JOHN BOOZMAN, BEN CHANDLER, JO ANN 
EMERSON, CAROLYN MCCARTHY, RALPH REG-
ULA, DENNIS MOORE, DAVID SCOTT, and MIKE 
ROSS, and staff worked to make this a suc-
cessful trip in the examination of a number of 
key NATO issues. 

The NATO Parliamentary Assembly brings 
together members of parliaments of the NATO 
allies, as well as observer participants from 
NATO partner states such as Russia and 
Ukraine, for discussions of current issues of 
interest to the alliance. Members attend com-
mittee meetings where reports are read and 
debated. The meetings afford an opportunity 
to sound parliamentarians from allied states 
on public opinion, defense and foreign policy, 
and trends in thinking on issues of mutual in-
terest. The meetings also provide the oppor-
tunity to come to know members of par-
liaments on a long-term basis, an invaluable 
asset in developing insights into policy devel-
opment in allied governments. 

After the Assembly meetings in Berlin, the 
delegation traveled on to Turkey and Afghani-
stan, where we explored issues that I will ad-
dress in a moment. 

Recurrent themes on key NATO issues 
were evident in the Berlin committee meet-
ings. Above all, NATO’s International Security 
Assistance Force (ISAF) in Afghanistan was a 
constant topic of discussion. It is clear that 
ISAF needs more combat personnel, and that 
caveats—restrictions that allies place on the 
use of their forces—are adversely affecting ef-
forts to stabilize Afghanistan. Energy security, 
Russia’s foreign policy objectives, defense ca-
pabilities, and Iran were also important areas 
of discussion. 

I am chairman of the NPA’s Committee on 
Economics and Security. I would like to take 
this opportunity to mention that our friend and 
colleague, RALPH REGULA, continued his long 
and distinguished service on that committee 
during the Berlin meetings. His contributions 
over many years have been invaluable. 

Representative BOOZMAN and a Lithuanian 
colleague presented a well-received report in 
the Economics Committee on India’s econ-
omy. India plays an important role in south 

Asia, and U.S.-Indian relations have strength-
ened over the past decade. India’s proximity 
to Afghanistan and its often tense relations 
with Pakistan play a role in the stabilization of 
that volatile area. The Indian economy has 
opened up in recent years, and there is clear 
evidence of a growing middle class in the 
world’s largest democracy. There was also a 
report on the Afghan economy, which must 
grow and diversify more rapidly if Afghanistan 
is to stabilize. The report emphasized the neg-
ative effects of Afghanistan’s extensive poppy 
culture and poor governance on ISAF’s sta-
bilization efforts. 

Our friend and former colleague, Doug Be-
reuter, who was once president of the NATO 
Parliamentary Assembly, gave an interesting 
presentation on the efforts of the Asia Founda-
tion, which he now heads, to assist schools 
and women in Afghanistan and other parts of 
Asia. His report, a version of which he also 
presented in the Political Committee, was en-
lightening and extremely well-received. 

The Political Committee is normally the 
most contentious of the Assembly’s commit-
tees, and that was once again true. As I men-
tioned, Russia sends observers to the Assem-
bly who may participate in debates, but who 
may not vote. Vladimir Zhirinovsky, a former 
Russian general and candidate for the Rus-
sian presidency, is now a member of par-
liament, and he made his presence frequently 
felt. He repeatedly denounced NATO and its 
efforts to stabilize the Balkans and Afghani-
stan as ‘‘terrorist’’ incursions in Russia’s sup-
posedly legitimate sphere of influence. The 
Russian delegates have chosen during the 
past several years to play a disruptive role in 
Assembly proceedings. 

Representative ROSS delivered a well-re-
ceived report in the Political Committee on 
‘‘NATO and Iran,’’ which looked forward pro-
spectively to ways that the alliance might work 
with the EU and the U.N. to induce Tehran to 
terminate its nuclear enrichment program that 
is in violation of the Nuclear Nonproliferation 
Treaty. His ideas ranged from political pres-
sure to greater economic sanctions to carrots 
in the form of limited military confidence-build-
ing measures in return for a cessation of Iran’s 
illegitimate nuclear activities. I should mention 
that Representative CHANDLER is a vice-chair-
man of the Political Committee, and he played 
an active role in a number of sessions. 

The Committee on Defense and Security 
also engaged in some interesting debates. 
ISAF’s prospects in Afghanistan were sharply 
debated. The representatives of several allies, 
such as Britain, Canada, and the Netherlands 
that have combat forces in Afghanistan, urged 
other allies to contribute more troops and to lift 
their caveats. The debate was sharp at times. 
ISAF now has 52,000 troops, of which ap-
proximately 22,000 are from the United States. 
The Russians continued their erratic behavior 
in the Defense Committee, denouncing the al-
lies’ stabilization efforts in Afghanistan. Rep. 
SHIMKUS is the vice-chair of the Subcommittee 
on Transatlantic Defense and Security Co-
operation, and he made several valuable inter-
ventions on such issues as the need for allies 
to spend more on defense, and on NATO’s ef-
forts to stabilize the Caucasus. 

Two of our colleagues play key roles in the 
Assembly’s Committee on the Civil Dimension 

of Security. Representative MOORE is vice- 
chairperson of the Committee on Civil Dimen-
sion, and Representative EMERSON is vice- 
chairperson of the Subcommittee on Demo-
cratic Governance. Each made important con-
tributions to the debates in the Civil Dimension 
Committee. An interesting discussion took 
place in response to a report on NATO and 
energy security. Representative SCOTT made 
a valuable contribution in detailing ways that 
NATO could play a constructive role in build-
ing energy security and thereby enhancing 
global security. 

The Committee on Science and Technology 
also heard a report on energy security. The 
German rapporteur contended that Russia is a 
reliable supplier of oil and natural gas for Eu-
rope, a controversial point of view that some 
believe is contradicted by Moscow’s occa-
sional cut-offs of energy to Ukraine, Georgia, 
and Lithuania. Increasingly, our European al-
lies are dependent on Russian energy re-
sources, a development that could open the 
door to Russian pressure and influence in 
NATO in the event of a crisis. Representative 
SCOTT chided the Russians for not having rati-
fied the Energy Charter Treaty, which obli-
gates signatories to follow market practices 
and disavow the use of energy as a political 
tool. Representative SHIMKUS raised the point 
that diversification of supply and types of fuels 
is key to enhancing energy security. This was 
a forceful debate on an issue that is likely to 
engage NATO’s interest in the decades to 
come. 

The last day of the Assembly’s meetings 
was spent in a plenary session. There were a 
number of interesting speakers, including the 
German foreign minister and the NATO Sec-
retary General Jaap de Hoop Scheffer. De 
Hoop Scheffer urged the parliamentarians to 
go back to their publics and make the case for 
the importance of developing reliable, 
deployable combat forces, and for making a 
meaningful contribution to ISAF’s efforts in Af-
ghanistan. A German general also spoke. The 
Russian Zhirinovsky again made his presence 
felt when he claimed, to the amazement and 
amusement of the delegates, that Russia had 
generously brought down the Berlin wall and 
made democracy possible in East Germany. 
He contended that NATO would fail in Afghan-
istan, just as Russia had. The German gen-
eral—General Ramm—calmly replied that 
Russia failed in Afghanistan because it had 
sought a military solution, and that NATO 
would succeed because it is seeking a political 
solution. 

Our delegation had an interesting private 
meeting with Secretary General de Hoop 
Scheffer, during which we had a highly inform-
ative discussion of such issues as Afghani-
stan, energy security, and Iran’s relations with 
its neighbors. The delegation also met with the 
U.S. ambassador to NATO, Victoria Nuland, 
who gave us her valuable perspective on the 
issues that she considers to be most important 
on the NATO agenda. We also visited the new 
U.S. embassy, near the line of the old Berlin 
wall, and met with our ambassador, William 
Timken. During a dinner the final night of our 
meetings, German Chancellor Angela Merkel 
sat at my table, and we had a lively discussion 
about a range of issues of mutual interest. 
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