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forward with yesterday. And this is 
what they had to say about those two 
proposals: 

Trying to find an economist who thinks a 
windfall profits tax is a good idea is like 
searching for a climatologist who thinks 
global warming is caused by trees. 

This is one of the most liberal edi-
torial pages in America. Let me say it 
again. This is what they said about the 
windfall profits tax: 

Trying to find an economist who thinks a 
windfall profits tax is a good idea is like 
searching for a climatologist who thinks 
global warming is caused by trees. Such a 
tax unfairly targets the oil industry, which 
is already amply taxed and whose profits 
aren’t far out of line with other U.S. indus-
tries when considered as a percentage of 
sales. It also would discourage oil companies 
from investing in new supply, which is pre-
cisely what happened when Congress imposed 
a similar tax in 1980. The result might be 
even higher oil prices. 

We have been there and we have done 
this. We know what happens. 

That’s nothing compared with the lunacy 
of taking the Organization of the Petroleum 
Exporting Countries to court, though. That 
would invite retaliation by OPEC members, 
which could seize the assets of U.S. compa-
nies doing business overseas. More likely, 
there would be a subtler response, such as 
production slowdowns that would cause oil 
prices to skyrocket. 

One of the most liberal editorial 
pages in America about what my good 
friend the majority leader is suggesting 
is somehow, some way, the solution to 
higher oil prices at the pump. 

This is a debate we welcome. We in-
tend to participate vigorously today. 
There is no way—I repeat, no way—to 
get a handle on this issue without tak-
ing greater advantage of the oil pro-
duction we have within our shores that 
we can explore for and develop in envi-
ronmentally sensitive ways. I think it 
is noteworthy, for example, that there 
was not a single reported example of 
spillage in the gulf during the Katrina 
hurricane. I mean, that had to be, quite 
possibly, the most devastating hurri-
cane to ever hit the United States of 
America. I am unaware of a single re-
ported example of any spillage in the 
offshore drilling that is going on in the 
gulf. 

We know how to do this, Mr. Presi-
dent. We know how to exploit our re-
sources in an environmentally sen-
sitive way. So I welcome the debate. 
We are happy to be on the subject, and 
many of my Members, of course, will be 
looking forward to discussing it during 
the course of the day. 

I yield the floor. 
Mr. REID. Mr. President, first of all, 

my friend’s statement about the L.A. 
Times is as Orwellian as his statement 
about wanting to cast votes. Under-
stand, everybody, that he means just 
the opposite. They do not want to cast 
any votes, so that is why they are pre-
venting us from debating this legisla-
tion. He said we are making it impos-
sible. That is Orwellian. They are the 
ones stopping us from debating. 

I would suggest to my friend that the 
L.A. Times is not some liberal news-
paper. It has been purchased by one of 
the most conservative men in America 
today. He owns a chain of newspapers. 
He announced yesterday he is going to 
cut the news of the L.A. Times by 50 
percent because the newspaper is going 
broke. So it is not a liberal editorial 
page. 

But assuming that we understand the 
Orwellian-speak from the Republican 
side, let me read a little more from the 
same editorial he talked about. 

Republicans are just as short of good ideas. 
Their big strategy on oil is to open up the 
Arctic National Wildlife Refuge to drilling. 
A recent report by the Energy Information 
Agency showed that there is anywhere be-
tween 5.7 billion and 16 billion barrels of ‘‘re-
coverable’’ oil in the refuge. Depending on 
where the actual number falls in that range, 
it could eventually reduce the price of oil by 
between 41 cents and $1.44 a barrel. Given 
that oil is trading at about $135 a barrel, 
that’s not much—and the price reduction 
wouldn’t occur until 2026. In fact, it would 
take at least a decade to extract a drop from 
the refuge even if drilling were approved to-
morrow. The land is more valuable as a pris-
tine home for threatened species. 

So, Mr. President, again, everything 
we have heard this morning, as I have 
indicated, everything we have heard 
from the minority is just the opposite 
factually. 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, of 
course the editorial was critical of both 
sides, which illustrates the point. In 
order to function in the Senate, the 
majority leader is not going to be al-
lowed to say: Oh, I will allow you 
amendments, but I get to pick them. 
Every time we have had a serious issue 
come before the Senate, the best offer 
we have had in recent months has been: 
Oh, sure, we will have amendments, 
but I want to see them first and there 
are going to be a limited number. I 
can’t think of much major legislation 
that has been able to go forward that 
way unless it enjoys overwhelming sup-
port on both sides of the aisle—for ex-
ample, the supplemental to provide 
funding for our troops in Iraq and Af-
ghanistan, where we have such broad 
support that there is widespread co-
operation going forward. Normally, the 
way the Senate legislates is to let the 
Senate legislate. 

I mean, my goodness, I mentioned 
this last week, and I will mention it 
again. The last sort of major, huge 
piece of legislation related to the envi-
ronment was the Clean Air Act Amend-
ments of 1990. We had 180 amendments 
in the Senate, and it was a 5-week de-
bate. It was a big, major, significant 
proposal in which both sides partici-
pated. It was a time in which Senator 
Mitchell was the Democratic leader 
and there was a Republican named 
Bush in the White House. That is the 
way we used to do business around here 
on major environmental legislation. 

And I would say to my good friend 
that I understand the demands he has 

within his conference to protect his 
members from bad votes and the great 
desire to try to shut down the minor-
ity, but it just doesn’t work that way 
in the Senate. And I think we ought to, 
on these big issues where there is a 
broad difference of opinion, go to these 
bills in a freewheeling and open way 
and explain to Members on both sides— 
I will explain to mine and he can ex-
plain to his—that the price for moving 
legislation in the Senate is that once 
in a while you have to cast a vote on 
something you wish you didn’t. That is 
the price for doing major important 
legislation. I wish we could get back to 
that. It is obviously not going to hap-
pen today. 

I yield the floor. 
Mr. REID. Mr. President, remember 

the Orwellian-speak from the other 
side. Everything that my friend has 
said, just the opposite is factual. We 
would love to take votes. They won’t 
let us take votes. As with global warm-
ing, we offered two amendments, three 
amendments, six amendments, ger-
mane, relevant. We tried every possible 
procedure, and they said: No, you can’t 
do that. 

Mr. President, that is how we feel 
about this legislation. We believe and 
we have acknowledged that our legisla-
tion is not perfect, but it is good legis-
lation. If we could get to it, we believe 
it would allow for debate on how to 
lower gas prices in the short term and, 
with the alternative renewable energy, 
that it would allow us to look down the 
road and do something that is very sig-
nificant for the long term. But they 
won’t let us legislate on anything. For 
them to come and say: We don’t want 
to take tough votes, well, we will take 
tough votes, easy votes, medium votes, 
anything. They won’t let us. That is 
why we have 75 filibusters, and the 
number keeps going up. 

f 

RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME 
The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-

pore. Under the previous order, the 
leadership time is reserved. 

f 

MORNING BUSINESS 
The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-

pore. Under the previous order, the 
Senate will proceed to a period of 
morning business for up to 1 hour, with 
Senators permitted to speak therein 
for up to 10 minutes each, with the 
time equally divided and controlled be-
tween the two leaders or their des-
ignees, with the majority controlling 
the first half and the Republicans con-
trolling the final half. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The Senator from Washington. 

f 

AWARDING OF DEFENSE 
CONTRACTS 

Mrs. MURRAY. Mr. President, last 
week the Defense Secretary took his-
toric action by forcing out both the Air 
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Force Secretary, Michael Wynne, and 
its Chief of Staff, Michael Moseley. It 
was the first time ever that a Defense 
Secretary has simultaneously dis-
missed a service secretary and a serv-
ice chief, and he did so after finding 
systemic problems in the Air Force 
that led him to have a serious lack of 
confidence in their leadership and over-
sight. 

I have come to the floor today be-
cause Secretary Gates’s move raises 
red flags about many of the Air Force’s 
recent actions, including the decision 
to award a $35 billion contract to build 
the next generation of aerial refueling 
tankers to the European company Air-
bus instead of Boeing. This is one of 
the largest contracts in history, and it 
is critically important. Our tankers re-
fuel planes and aircraft from every sin-
gle branch of our military. As long as 
we control the technology to build 
them, we control our skies and we con-
trol our own security. So I was as-
tounded when the Air Force announced 
in February that it would award this 
contract to Airbus, and here is why. 

Airbus and its parent company, Euro-
pean Aeronautic Defense and Space, or 
EADS, have made no secret of their de-
sire to dismantle the U.S. aerospace in-
dustry, and we have seen time and 
again that Europe is willing to try any-
thing in order to do that. EADS is so 
flooded with subsidies from the Euro-
pean Union that we, the United States, 
have accused the EU of illegal business 
practices before the World Trade Orga-
nization. EADS has lied repeatedly 
about its contribution to the U.S. econ-
omy, and EADS has given us more than 
one reason to question how hard it will 
work to protect our security interests. 

Given this history, I have asked re-
peatedly over the last 3 months that 
Air Force leaders explain how they 
came to their decision. After all, the 
Air Force is well aware of these con-
cerns, and I believe the American tax-
payers deserve answers. But I have 
been stonewalled again and again. As 
the Pentagon moves to restore its lead-
ership in the Air Force, I hope we will 
finally get some answers. 

Let me begin today by talking about 
the unfair trade practices that led the 
United States to challenge Europe at 
the World Trade Organization. 

Back in 1970, several European gov-
ernments created Airbus to challenge 
our country’s aerospace dominance. 
But unlike Boeing, which is a private 
business operating in a free-market 
system, Airbus followed the corporate 
welfare model. Europe views Airbus as 
a jobs program, and it is willing to pro-
vide subsidies no matter what, even if 
they lose money and even if their prod-
ucts fail. That means Airbus can grow 
without having to assume the same 
kind of risk American companies do. 

The U.S. Trade Representative is so 
concerned that this has created an un-
even playing field that we have de-

manded that Europe stop the subsidies 
and play by the rules. As I said earlier, 
because of Europe’s illegal tactics, our 
Government now has a WTO case pend-
ing against the EU. So I think it would 
make absolutely no sense that we 
would on the one hand haul Airbus be-
fore an international dispute settle-
ment organization while on the other 
hand award it one of the largest de-
fense contracts in history, a contract 
that will make it a major U.S. defense 
supplier for decades and further erode 
the American aerospace industry. It is 
as if you caught a thief in the act of 
stealing your car, but instead of turn-
ing him in, you hand him the keys and 
you give him your wallet too. 

It is not just a matter of one govern-
ment branch contradicting another. It 
was that illegal system that allowed 
Airbus to develop the A330. Airbus’s 
tanker received millions of dollars in 
launch aid, which significantly reduced 
its production costs. Europe is now un-
fairly using that break to get into our 
defense industry. The result could be 
significant permanent harm to our 
aerospace industry. 

Boeing spent decades developing the 
technology and training the workforce 
to supply our military tankers. Boeing 
has made American refueling tankers 
now for more than 50 years. Our work-
ers have made them with pride because 
they know they help to fortify our 
military strength. But with this Air 
Force decision, we are letting all of 
that slip away. Once our workers move 
on to something else, we just can’t 
recreate this industry overnight. So I 
think we, as a Congress and as a na-
tion, need to think long and hard about 
whether that is the best decision for 
our national security. 

But it isn’t just Europe’s record of 
subsidizing EADS that I am concerned 
about. EADS and Airbus also have a 
long history of creating slick mar-
keting campaigns that distort their 
contribution to our economy. So I 
want to turn to that next because I 
fear EADS is being less than honest 
about its plans to create jobs with this 
tanker contract. 

Five years ago, when Airbus was first 
working to unravel Boeing’s tanker 
contract, Airbus and EADS hired a 
small army of PR specialists to assert 
to us that their business was good for 
America. 

As you can imagine, I was skeptical 
so I asked the Commerce Department 
to investigate their claims, and guess 
what they found. They found that 
Airbus’s numbers were hugely inflated. 
Airbus claimed it had created 100,000 
American jobs, but after looking into 
it the Commerce Department found the 
real number was 500. Airbus said it con-
tracted with 800 U.S. firms. The Com-
merce Department found it was 250. 

Then Airbus did something funny—it 
decreased the number of contracts it 
said it made from 800 down to 300, and 

then it increased the alleged value of 
those contracts from $5 billion to $6 
billion a year. 

As I said at the time, you cannot 
trust Airbus’s funny numbers. The 
same is true today. When you scruti-
nize the facts, Airbus’s numbers do not 
hold up. This time, Airbus says it will 
finish these tankers here in the United 
States at a factory in Alabama. But 
there is no plant in Alabama. It has not 
been built and there are no workers yet 
hired. 

Economists are now saying we are 
actually going to lose jobs if Airbus 
supplies our tankers. A study last week 
by the nonpartisan Economic Policy 
Institute shows that Boeing would cre-
ate at least twice as many American 
jobs as Airbus. In other words, we 
stand to lose as many as 14,000 jobs 
here in the United States with this Air 
Force contract to Airbus. I cannot 
think of a worse time for our Nation to 
have this decision. Last month our 
country saw the biggest increase in un-
employment in more than two decades, 
and that was on top of the mortgage 
and credit crisis and the skyrocketing 
gas prices we have been hearing about 
this morning. 

The Air Force said it did not have to 
consider jobs when it considered 
Airbus’s bid, so it has not even tried to 
justify that decision. But I believe that 
as Members of Congress who represent 
the American people, we have a respon-
sibility to look long and hard at wheth-
er this contract is in the best interests 
of America, its workers, and its econ-
omy—especially at a time when our 
families are struggling to get by. 

Finally, I have some very serious 
concerns about giving a company 
owned by foreign governments control 
over our military technology. Airbus 
and EADS have given us plenty of rea-
son to worry about how hard they 
might work to protect our security in-
terests. Let me give a couple of exam-
ples. In 2005, EADS was caught trying 
to sell military helicopters to Iran. De-
spite our concern about Iran’s support 
of terrorists in Iraq and despite their 
efforts to develop nuclear weapons, 
they were caught trying to sell mili-
tary helicopters to Iran. In 2006, EADS 
tried to sell C–295 and CN–235 transport 
and patrol planes to Venezuela. That is 
a circumvention of United States law. 

As with the other questions I have 
raised today, I have repeatedly asked 
the Air Force whether we, the United 
States, can trust a foreign company to 
keep our military’s best interests in 
mind, particularly one that has a his-
tory of trying to sell weapons of mili-
tary technology to unfriendly coun-
tries. 

Mr. President, I ask for 2 additional 
minutes. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered. The Senator is recognized. 

Mrs. MURRAY. Mr. President, I have 
not received answers to those questions 
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either. This is a critically important 
matter. What happens if France or 
Russia—which, by the way, is pushing 
to increase its stake in EADS—want to 
slow down our military capacity be-
cause they do not like our policies? Do 
we want another country to have that 
kind of control for decades to come— 
especially given the concerns the De-
fense Secretary has now raised about 
decisionmaking and leadership at the 
Air Force? I think we have to push for 
an explanation before we move forward 
on this contract. 

I have detailed this morning three 
very serious concerns about Airbus and 
EADS. The facts are clear. When it 
comes to international trade, EADS 
doesn’t play fair. It has repeatedly lied 
about its impact on our economy and it 
has more than once given us reason to 
worry about how hard it will work to 
protect our security interests. 

The bidding process for the tanker 
contract was so flawed that Boeing 
filed its first ever protest of a defense 
contract decision with the GAO, and 
we are waiting for that decision. But 
we need to remember the GAO can only 
look at whether the Air Force followed 
the procurement laws and regulations. 
It cannot answer whether the Air Force 
should have awarded that contract in 
the first place. We, Congress, have to 
ask those questions. 

I have raised those questions in hear-
ings, in letters to Pentagon officials, 
and in face-to-face meetings, yet no 
one at the Air Force or the Pentagon 
or the White House has begun to jus-
tify why we should award a $35 billion 
contract to supply the linchpin of our 
military strength to a company that 
another branch of our Government has 
accused of illegal business practices, 
one that distorts its records, and does 
not have our national security inter-
ests at heart. 

As I said at the beginning of my re-
marks, the Defense Secretary has 
raised serious questions about the lead-
ership and oversight at the Air Force. 
Given those concerns, we here in the 
Senate and the Congress must examine 
this contract carefully, demand the Air 
Force explain its decision, and consider 
whether it is in our Nation’s best inter-
ests to move forward on this contract. 
We owe it to our taxpayers. We owe it 
to our servicemembers. I hope with 
new leadership and oversight at Air 
Force, we will get those answers. 

I yield the floor. 
The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-

pore. The Senator from Arkansas is 
recognized. 

f 

GAS PRICES 

Mr. PRYOR. Mr. President, I wish to 
follow up on something the two leaders 
were talking about a few minutes ago, 
and that is gas prices are a very serious 
issue in this country, certainly in my 
State. Everywhere I go in Arkansas, 

people ask me about it. I encourage all 
of our colleagues, Democrats and Re-
publicans, House and Senate, let’s all 
work together and try to do something. 
Certainly it is going to take a Hercu-
lean effort to get President Bush to 
change his policy on gas prices, but I 
hope we could all work together, find 
some consensus, and move forward on 
some meaningful legislation to try to 
bring relief to people today on gas 
prices. 

f 

HONORING COACH JOHN 
MCDONNELL 

Mr. PRYOR. Mr. President, I come to 
the floor today to talk about a great 
Arkansan, a fellow—I am holding his 
picture up here—whom most Ameri-
cans do not recognize. Pretty much ev-
erybody in Arkansas knows him. He is 
a household name in our State. 

It is with great pleasure I rise today 
to honor the career of a great Arkan-
san, a track and field icon, known not 
just in Arkansas but around the world. 
Following the NCAA Outdoor Track 
and Field Championships this week, 
Coach John McDonnell will retire after 
36 years at The University of Arkansas. 

Walking past the trophy cases lining 
Bud Walton Arena at the University of 
Arkansas, you will note the Razorback 
track team has been a winner over and 
over again under the leadership of 
Coach John McDonnell. He has accu-
mulated more National Championships 
than any other coach in the history of 
college athletics. But his commitment 
to track and the UofA goes beyond the 
finish line. His athletes will tell you 
that Coach McDonnell motivated them 
and set high standards on and off the 
track. He taught them about integrity, 
character and teamwork—traits they 
continue to apply in their career and 
lives today. 

Dr. B. Alan Sugg, president of the 
University of Arkansas system, said it 
best when he described Coach McDon-
nell as ‘‘a world-class coach because he 
is a world-class leader.’’ 

He started his track career at South-
western Louisiana, now Louisiana-La-
fayette, where he was a six-time All- 
American in cross country and track. 
He also was the 1966–67 AAU 3,000– 
meter champion, and he won the mile 
at the 1966 British Selection Games. 

He began helping other athletes 
achieve their own success as a coach 
for 2 years at New Providence, NJ and 
at Lafayette, LA before embarking on 
a dedicated and determined career 
coaching the Razorbacks. He accepted 
the job at Arkansas over a similar offer 
from Oklahoma, he says, because the 
terrain of northwest Arkansas re-
minded him of his home in Ireland. 

I am going to hold up a sign here. 
When you drive into Fayetteville, you 
see this sign. It says, ‘‘Welcome to 
Fayetteville, Track Capital of the 
World; 42 NCAA Track and Field Cham-

pionships.’’ You will notice this ‘‘42’’ is 
like a little flip chart because we won 
so many times, I think after maybe 25 
or so, the highway department said we 
can’t keep replacing this sign every 
time he wins a title, so now all they do 
is change that number out. Let me tell 
you, it changes frequently. 

His record of wins as a coach is re-
markable. He has won 42 NCAA Na-
tional Championships since 1984: 11 in 
cross country, 19 indoor track cham-
pionships, and 12 outdoor track cham-
pionships. This includes 12 consecutive 
NCAA indoor track championships 
from 1984–1995. During this streak he 
won the triple crown five times includ-
ing three in a row from 1991–1994. 

He has been relentless in his pursuit 
of conference championships as well, 
winning 84 conference championships 
since 1974 including 38 in the old South-
west Conference and 46 in the South-
eastern Conference. Did I mention 20 
conference triple crowns since 1982, in-
cluding 8 straight between 1987–1995? 

Alberto Salazar, a Nike executive 
and world-class marathoner said ‘‘John 
McDonnell has been the most success-
ful and the best coach in the United 
States from the 1980s on.’’ He goes on 
to say, ‘‘his teams have continued to 
get better and better . . . he has set the 
standard for all other coaches to fol-
low.’’ 

While being a winning coach he also 
focused on development of his student- 
athletes, coaching 185 track All-Ameri-
cans who combined have earned 652 All- 
America honors. He has coached 23 
Olympians, spanning three decades and 
six different Olympic Games. Mike 
Conley won a gold medal in Barcelona 
and a silver medal in Los Angeles, 
Matt Hemingway earned silver in Ath-
ens, and Calvin Davis a bronze in At-
lanta. 

Seven-time NCAA champion and 
Olympian Alistair Cragg said: 

I am his creation . . . I came in here out of 
shape and had quit running. He’s got that 
hand on your shoulder that you know you 
can’t mess up, but if you do that you’re not 
going to mess up on your own. You can go 
into any race or competition with a lot of 
confidence. When he says you’re ready, 
you’re ready. It’s a reassurance. 

Moreover, Coach McDonnell produced 
55 individual national champions. His 
athletes hold 22 records, including Dan-
iel Lincoln who holds the Outdoor 
American record for the 3,000M Stee-
plechase and Tyson Gay who holds the 
200M record at the Outdoor World 
Championships. 

Coach McDonnell will continue to in-
spire student-athletes and coaches 
alike. A physical legacy has been es-
tablished by the new state of the art 
‘‘John McDonnell Field’’—a new 10,000 
seat outdoor venue which opened in 
2006 at the University of Arkansas. Ac-
companying that is the Randal Tyson 
Track Center, a world-class indoor fa-
cility that opened in 2001. 
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