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health records, and electronic prescribing, 
and to maintain and improve access to care 
in rural areas, and for other purposes. 

Ms. STABENOW. I ask for a second 
reading and object to my own request. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Objec-
tion is heard. 

The bill will receive its second read-
ing on the next legislative day. 

f 

ORDERS FOR THURSDAY, JUNE 12, 
2008 

Ms. STABENOW. Madam President, I 
ask unanimous consent that when the 
Senate completes its business today, it 
stand adjourned until 9:30 a.m. tomor-
row, Thursday, June 12; that following 
the prayer and pledge, the Journal of 
proceedings be approved to date, the 
morning hour be deemed expired, the 
time for the two leaders be reserved for 
their use later in the day; that the Sen-
ate resume the motion to proceed to S. 
3101, the Medicare Improvements for 
Patients and Providers Act, as under 
the previous order. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

PROGRAM 

Ms. STABENOW. Madam President, 
also under the previous order, the clo-
ture vote on the motion to proceed to 
the Medicare bill will occur at approxi-
mately 3 p.m. tomorrow afternoon. 

f 

ORDER FOR ADJOURNMENT 

Ms. STABENOW. I ask unanimous 
consent that following the remarks of 
Senator COBURN and Senator INHOFE, if 
there is no further business to come be-
fore the Senate, it stand adjourned 
under the previous order. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The Senator from Oklahoma is recog-
nized. 

f 

MEDICARE IMPROVEMENTS FOR 
PATIENTS AND PROVIDERS ACT 

Mr. COBURN. We heard some reasons 
we should support the Baucus doctor 
fix. I happen to have been practicing in 
2004 when the Senate did exactly what 
they are doing right now. This bill is 
going to guarantee the doctor fix is not 
done by July 1. That is what is going to 
happen with this bill. 

Let me tell you, we are eventually 
going to fix the problem for the doctors 
for 18 months. There is no question. 
Everybody agrees to that. But what we 
are doing is, we are making sure we are 
going to add hundreds of thousands if 
not millions of dollars of cost in every 
State for every private physician that 
is practicing. 

And the reason is because the bill is 
not going to get changed by July 1, and 
they are going to be under the 10.9-per-

cent cut. Then they are going to come 
back, whenever we finally get it done. 
They are going to have to refile all of 
that, and Medicare is going to have to 
repay all of this. 

So this exercise in political games-
manship, of working only with one side 
of the aisle, not working with Senator 
GRASSLEY, to truly get this done in a 
way that the President will not veto it 
and accomplish the purposes for which 
we all say we want, to eliminate the 
10.9-percent cut for physicians, that is 
something we are going to lose grasp 
of, and we are going to create a hard-
ship on every physician in this country 
because we are playing a political 
game with this rather than fixing the 
problem. 

That brings me to my next point. 
Why is it every 18 months the physi-
cians in this country have to come and 
beg Congress not to cut their fees when 
we are not cutting the fees for the rest 
of the providers throughout the Medi-
care Program? 

What we have decided is that doctors 
make too much money. We have de-
cided that when they work 80 hours a 
week, one and a half to two times what 
everybody else works in this country, 
they spend their time away from their 
families making great sacrifices, that 
we are going to fund increases in the 
care for our elderly and seniors in this 
country on the backs of physicians. 

Now, I will not dispute the fact that 
there are some disparities in physician 
pay in this country, with some physi-
cians making too much and far too 
many making too little, especially pri-
mary care pediatricians, psychiatrists, 
and the like, those who are on the 
front lines. But this idea that we are 
going to fix temporarily, again, for 18 
months, a problem that we have to fix, 
which is the other problem with the 
Baucus bill, the only thing great about 
Medicare that will get us out of the 
long-term costs is this idea of creating 
markets associated with choice and re-
sponsibility to give greater health 
care, greater choice, and greater bene-
fits to Medicare beneficiaries through 
competition. 

I am the first to say that the Medi-
care Advantage Program has lots of 
problems. But to get the Medicare Ad-
vantage Program, which is the one 
thing that tries to go toward market- 
oriented reform in Medicare, to pay for 
this is ludicrous. 

Senator GRASSLEY has a competing 
bill—we just heard the second reading 
objected to by the Senator from Michi-
gan so we cannot have a side-by-side 
vote on it—does all of the things that 
the Baucus bill does except it does not 
gut Medicare Advantage. 

Well, why do we want to take the one 
factor in Medicare that is based on 
markets, that is based on trans-
parency, that is based on some per-
sonal responsibility, and throw it out 
and have another program that right 

now every family in this country is on 
the hook for over $300,000 in unfunded 
Medicare obligations, and the Baucus 
bill guts the only thing that helps us 
solve that? 

So the President is right to veto this 
bill. Even if it passes, this bill will not 
be overridden. So we are ensuring the 
fact that doctors will experience, on 
July 1, a 10.9-percent cut. We do not 
have to do that. They know we cannot 
do this and have it go to the President 
and get it vetoed and come back and 
get everything else down before July 1. 

So by voting for the Baucus bill, 
what you are actually doing is ensur-
ing that every physician in this coun-
try that cares for Medicare patients is 
going to spend thousands and thou-
sands of extra dollars, and that CMS is 
going to spend thousands and thou-
sands and millions, perhaps $100 mil-
lion, to come back and deal with the 
paperwork once this is finally fixed. 

Nobody thinks about that around 
here. We are playing political games. 
How can you make Republicans look 
bad as they vote against a Baucus 
Medicare doctor fix? Everybody in this 
body wants to fix this payment system 
for doctors. There is one real reason we 
do; we want our seniors to be able to 
have physicians. And we know if an 11- 
percent cut goes through, many doc-
tors will no longer be able to afford to 
care for Medicare patients, they will 
not be able to afford to. They cannot 
do it. 

So if you cut 11 percent of their fees 
on Medicare, which are already almost 
as low as Medicaid everywhere, which 
is about 40 percent less than they get 
paid for anything else, you are asking 
them to serve Medicare at half price. 
And what they are going to do is they 
are going to make a choice. They are 
going to say: I cannot take care of 
Medicare patients. 

So what we are going to ensure with 
the Baucus bill is that doctors are 
going to get a pay cut, maybe for a 
short period of time, but the inconven-
ience of that, the cost of that for polit-
ical gamesmanship, we ought to be 
ashamed of what we are doing. And it 
is exactly the reason we have a low rat-
ing with the American people. 

We know Senator GRASSLEY and Sen-
ator BAUCUS can work this out. We 
know it can happen. But the fact is, it 
was chosen to make it an issue, not 
work in a bipartisan fashion, not come 
up with something that the President 
can sign, but instead to slow down the 
works. And what they will do is mark-
edly decrease availability of Medicare 
for seniors in this country because the 
doctors, when they first see this, if 
they see a 10.9-percent cut, some of 
them are going to abandon the Medi-
care Program, and you are ensuring, if 
you vote for the Baucus bill, that doc-
tors will get a 10.9-percent cut for a 
short period of time. 

You are ensuring that, in fact, what 
they are going to do is, they are going 
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