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And just like Herbert Hoover, Presi-

dent Bush refuses to take the nec-
essary action and begin to turn this 
economy around and to help those who 
are suffering the most. 

Madam Speaker, history is not going 
to be too kind to President Bush when 
it comes to his handling of our Na-
tion’s economy. But this week, he has 
the opportunity to work on that record 
by supporting our efforts to extend un-
employment benefits to millions of our 
Nation’s workers. And it is the right 
thing to do. 

f 

b 1015 

ANTI-DRILLING CROWD AND 
ETHICS 

(Mr. POE asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. POE. Madam Speaker, the anti- 
crude oil crowd has an ethical di-
lemma. You see, they don’t want to 
drill for crude in Alaska, they don’t 
want to drill offshore, especially off 
that sacred west coast. They don’t 
want any refineries to produce that 
crude into products. They are just 
against all this nonsense. After all, 
they say, crude is the demon of the 
Earth. 

However, they don’t have a problem 
with using everything that comes from 
crude, like gasoline that comes from 
crude off the Texas east coast, refined 
in American refineries. And it seems to 
me that the irrational non-drillers 
should lead by example, rather than 
being hypocritical by preaching dam-
nation to crude oil, but using its by- 
products every day. So no more plastic 
water bottles, no using insecticides, no 
more fertilizer, medicine, candles, 
nylon, paint, makeup, perfume, com-
puters or detergents. No more car rides 
or plane rides, and no more home heat-
ing oil come winter. After all, all of 
these things come from crude oil. 

The radical don’t-drill folks should 
literally walk the walk, instead of 
talking the big talk about how they 
are going to save us all from that 
demon crude oil, but sanctimoniously 
use its products every day. 

And that’s just the way it is. 
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PROVIDING FOR CONSIDERATION 
OF H.R. 5749, EMERGENCY EX-
TENDED UNEMPLOYMENT COM-
PENSATION ACT OF 2008 

Mr. ARCURI. Madam Speaker, by di-
rection of the Committee on Rules, I 
call up House Resolution 1265 and ask 
for its immediate consideration. 

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows: 

H. RES. 1265 

Resolved, That upon the adoption of this 
resolution it shall be in order to consider in 
the House the bill (H.R. 5749) to provide for 
a program of emergency unemployment com-

pensation. All points of order against consid-
eration of the bill are waived except those 
arising under clause 9 of rule XXI. In lieu of 
the amendment in the nature of a substitute 
recommended by the Committee on Ways 
and Means now printed in the bill, the 
amendment in the nature of a substitute 
printed in the report of the Committee on 
Rules accompanying this resolution shall be 
considered as adopted. The bill, as amended, 
shall be considered as read. All points of 
order against the bill, as amended, are 
waived. The previous question shall be con-
sidered as ordered on the bill, as amended, to 
final passage without intervening motion ex-
cept: (1) one hour of debate equally divided 
and controlled by the chairman and ranking 
minority member of the Committee on Ways 
and Means; and (2) one motion to recommit 
with or without instructions. 

SEC. 2. During consideration of H.R. 5749 
pursuant to this resolution, notwithstanding 
the operation of the previous question, the 
Chair may postpone further consideration of 
the bill to such time as may be designated by 
the Speaker. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from New York is recognized 
for 1 hour. 

Mr. ARCURI. Madam Speaker, for 
purpose of debate only, I yield the cus-
tomary 30 minutes to the gentleman 
from Washington (Mr. HASTINGS). All 
time yielded during consideration of 
the rule is for debate purposes only. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. ARCURI. I ask unanimous con-

sent that all Members have 5 legisla-
tive days within which to revise and 
extend their remarks and insert extra-
neous materials into the RECORD. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from New York? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. ARCURI. Madam Speaker, I yield 

myself such time as I may consume. 
House Resolution 1265 provides for 

consideration of H.R. 5749, the Emer-
gency Extended Unemployment Com-
pensation Act of 2008. The rule provides 
1 hour of debate, equally divided and 
controlled by the chairman and rank-
ing minority member of the Committee 
on Ways and Means. 

Madam Speaker, our economy is in 
trouble, and hardworking Americans 
across the country are bearing the 
weight of it. Times are especially 
tough for middle-class families. The 
labor market continues to deteriorate, 
the price of gasoline and food continues 
to rise, the value of real estate con-
tinues to decline, and millions of 
American households are forced up to 
rack up more and more credit card debt 
just to make ends meet. And we are 
not talking about frivolous expendi-
tures. Middle class families are racking 
up credit card debt to do things likes 
paying their electric bills or buying 
school supplies for their children. 

Madam Speaker, the American peo-
ple deserve better. Since the beginning 
of this year, when the majority first 
began to push for an extension of the 
unemployment benefits, the national 
unemployment rate has surged to 5.5 

percent, the largest 1-month increase 
in 20 years. Yesterday, 144 members of 
the minority made it clear that they 
don’t think the situation is serious 
enough to warrant extending unem-
ployment benefits for Americans strug-
gling to make ends meet, so we are 
here again today. 

To me, 8.5 million unemployed Amer-
icans is a very serious situation. To 
me, trying to fill up your car with gas 
at $4 a gallon when you just lost your 
job is a very serious situation. And to 
me, when so-called free trade agree-
ments are moving jobs across the bor-
der and no new quality jobs are being 
created, it is a very serious situation. 

Madam Speaker, I believe govern-
ment should lend a hand when its citi-
zens are struggling, especially hard- 
working, middle-class families. But 
whether you agree with that or not, ex-
tending unemployment benefit is one 
of the most cost-effective, fast-acting 
ways to stimulate the economy. 

Putting money directly into the 
pockets of struggling workers ensures 
that it will be spent quickly on daily 
necessities, boosting our economy and 
making it a little easier for folks to 
make ends meet. Every dollar spent on 
unemployment benefits generates $1.64 
in new economic demand. In my home 
State of New York, an extra 13 weeks 
of unemployment benefits would infuse 
$600 million into the State economy. 

For my constituents in upstate New 
York, a struggling economy and high 
unemployment has been a fact of life 
for a very long time now. My district 
hasn’t reaped the so-called cyclical job 
growth benefits from trade agreements. 
Oh, we lost our jobs all right, but we 
haven’t seen the job creation yet. In 
fact, employees of businesses in my dis-
trict have applied for trade adjustment 
assistance over 200 times since the pro-
gram’s inception, and of those applica-
tions, the Labor Department certified 
over half as a result of trade agree-
ments. Unfortunately, as factories 
close, hard-working families have no-
where to go but to stand in line outside 
the local unemployment office. The 
American people deserve better, and 
that is why we are here today. 

This bill would provide up to 13 
weeks of extended unemployment bene-
fits in every State to workers exhaust-
ing their regular benefits and provide 
an additional 13 weeks to States with 
higher unemployment levels. 

Federal unemployment trust funds, 
which were created exactly for this 
type of situation and have more than 
enough reserves to cover the costs, will 
finance these benefits. This costs will 
not be deferred to our children to pay 
back, and the trust fund will do so in a 
structure very similar to the tem-
porary extended unemployment com-
pensation program established in re-
sponse to the last recession in 2002, an 
emergency extension, I might add, 
which was passed by the previous Re-
publican Congress in the same way we 
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