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My view is both, and wherever the in-

frastructure is most amenable to get-
ting that natural gas and oil into the 
energy system the quickest, that’s 
where we should be drilling the 
quickest. If we’ve got a leasehold that’s 
500 miles away from the nearest place 
you can hook it up to a line, that’s 
probably less appealing than a lease-
hold somewhere in the deep water or 
other places that’s near a current way 
to get that gas or that oil into the sys-
tem. 

I do know in the 181 area that we 
opened in 2006 in the gulf, opened for a 
brief period of time, that there’s one 2- 
acre platform there, at least I’m told 
there’s a 2-acre platform there that’s 
producing roughly 10 percent of all the 
natural gas that we’re producing in the 
United States of America. 

I do believe that these resources are 
greater than we thought they were 5 or 
10 years ago. I think we ought to be 
pursuing that on all fronts. 

I saw where one of our colleagues in 
the Senate, the senior Senator from 
New York, said that if we had a million 
barrels more of oil every day, that that 
would reduce pump prices by 50 cents a 
gallon. I’m not sure how he calculates 
that, but I’m prepared to accept that. 

A million barrels is what we’d be get-
ting from ANWR today if we’d started 
drilling there 12 years ago, or any of 
the other times that the Republican 
House sent a bill to the Senate that 
would have allowed that. There may be 
other million-barrel locations, as my 
friend has just suggested there were, 
that we should vigorously be pursuing, 
and we are eager to have that discus-
sion on the House floor, see it had on 
the Senate floor, see something get on 
the President’s desk that encourages 
American use of American resources 
for America’s future. 

I yield. 
Mr. HOYER. My friend, at the begin-

ning of his last comments, said ‘‘on 
public lands.’’ I want to make it very 
clear that the implication, perhaps 
that we’re not allowing that on public 
lands, there are, as I said, 80 percent of 
the already authorized spots on public 
land not being utilized today; so that 
this is not a question of where we have 
not authorized drilling. We’re for that. 
We want to find more product. 

What we are saying is that we have 
now got the majority of authorized 
spots being unutilized. Now, why that 
is so, when the product is getting the 
highest price it’s ever gotten, which 
ought to be incentive, in and of itself, 
to look for new product and to explore 
and to drill and to get new product to 
the market, which would then bring 
the price down. 

I hope that nobody is controlling sup-
ply simply to escalate price. We know 
that when demand goes up and supply 
is constrained, that prices inevitably 
rise. The American public is paying the 
price for that. Great profits are being 

made. But it is adversely affecting our 
economy and our families. And we 
share your view that we want to ad-
dress this problem. 

But I want to say, we talk about 
today. Unfortunately, for too long, I’m 
old enough to have experienced the gas 
lines of the late seventies where you 
waited hours to get gasoline in your 
car. Hopefully that won’t reoccur. 

But had we, Democrats and Repub-
licans, Americans all, focused in a dis-
ciplined way on looking for, developing 
more efficient automobiles, more effi-
cient refrigerators and other electric 
utilities, focused on conservation, fo-
cused on alternative sources of energy, 
we would be far ahead of the game. 
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In the final analysis, we cannot get 

distracted, in my opinion. We need to 
go down both paths, making sure today 
we have the most efficient process pos-
sible but that tomorrow we’re energy 
independent, because in the final anal-
ysis, that will be the only way in which 
we will continue to keep our economy 
moving, our national security intact, 
and our environment clean and 
healthy. 

Mr. BLUNT. I thank my friend. 
I believe for those things that look 

toward better solutions for the future, 
better conservation now, we all should 
be focused there. We also should be fo-
cused on using American resources, 
and frankly asking every question why 
they haven’t been used. Again, I will 
just conclude my remarks by saying I 
know that these leases have been al-
most doubled in the last 7 years. And 
how long it takes to develop, some of 
them issued only in the last 1 or 2 
years for 10 years at a time, I don’t 
know what the planning is on that, but 
I am absolutely committed to the most 
efficient and effective use of America’s 
resources for America’s future, and I 
would like to see this Congress work 
together to get there. 

f 

DISPENSING WITH CALENDAR 
WEDNESDAY BUSINESS ON 
WEDNESDAY NEXT 
Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, I ask 

unanimous consent that the business 
in order under the Calendar Wednesday 
rule be dispensed with on Wednesday 
next. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Maryland? 

There was no objection. 
f 

HOUR OF MEETING ON TOMORROW 
Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, I ask 

unanimous consent that when the 
House adjourns today, it adjourn to 
meet at 10 a.m. tomorrow; and further, 
that when the House adjourns on that 
day, it adjourn to meet at 12:30 p.m. on 
Tuesday, June 17, for morning-hour de-
bate. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Maryland? 

There was no objection. 
f 

GENERAL LEAVE 

Mr. GORDON of Tennessee. Mr. 
Speaker, I ask unanimous consent that 
all Members have 5 legislative days 
within which to revise and extend their 
remarks and include extraneous mate-
rial on the bill, H.R. 6063. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Tennessee? 

There was no objection. 
f 

NATIONAL AERONAUTICS AND 
SPACE ADMINISTRATION AU-
THORIZATION ACT OF 2008 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to House Resolution 1257 and rule 
XVIII, the Chair declares the House in 
the Committee of the Whole House on 
the State of the Union for the consider-
ation of the bill, H.R. 6063. 
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IN THE COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE 
Accordingly, the House resolved 

itself into the Committee of the Whole 
House on the State of the Union for the 
consideration of the bill (H.R. 6063) to 
authorize the programs of the National 
Aeronautics and Space Administration, 
and for other purposes, with Ms. 
BORDALLO in the chair. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The CHAIRMAN. Pursuant to the 

rule, the bill is considered read the 
first time. 

The gentleman from Tennessee (Mr. 
GORDON) and the gentleman from Texas 
(Mr. HALL) each will control 30 min-
utes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Tennessee. 

Mr. GORDON of Tennessee. I yield 
myself such time as I may consume. 

Madam Chairman, today I am asking 
my colleagues in the House to ensure 
this country’s leadership in space and 
aeronautics program by passing H.R. 
6063, the NASA Authorization Act of 
2008. 

First, I want to thank and commend 
Chairman UDALL of the Subcommittee 
on Space and Aeronautics on his lead-
ership in introducing this bill and for 
taking a clear bipartisan approach to 
the development of H.R. 6063. I was 
pleased to be original cosponsor, but I 
was even more pleased that ranking 
minority member of our Committee on 
Science and Technology, Mr. HALL of 
Texas, and ranking minority member 
of our Subcommittee on Space and 
Aeronautics, Mr. FEENEY of Florida, 
were also original cosponsors. 

Madam Chairman, their actions show 
that the importance of NASA’s future 
in space and aeronautics is truly a bi-
partisan concern. And I want to thank 
them for their full support. 
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