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Mr. UDALL of Colorado. Madam 

Chairman, I strongly support this 
amendment. 

Tornadoes cause an average of 54 fa-
talities and 1,500 injuries in the United 
States each year. Just last month in 
my home State of Colorado, tornadoes 
devastated the town of Windsor in Col-
orado destroying more than 100 homes 
and causing one death. Predicting tor-
nado intensity and location is critical 
to protecting lives and property, and 
we must do all we can to improve our 
knowledge in this important area. 

I’m proud to say that the research at 
NOAA’s Earth System Research Lab-
oratory in my district, the Second Dis-
trict in Colorado, contributes to this 
better understanding and improved 
forecasts of tornadoes. This amend-
ment will further involve NASA sci-
entists and data in this important 
process. 

I would urge Members to support this 
amendment just like the chairman did. 

Mr. LATHAM. Madam Chairman, I rise 
today in support of Congressman BRALEY’s 
amendment and to express my deepest sym-
pathies to all my fellow Iowans affected by the 
tornados that recently tore through Iowa. It is 
my hope the intense grief felt by those suf-
fering from the sudden loss of a loved one will 
be lifted, even for a moment, by the prayers 
of hope from strangers. 

For those of us who have the privilege of 
living in America’s heartland, severe weather 
is nothing new. Tornados are a seasonal re-
ality we all live with. But, when disaster strikes 
and takes the lives of our friends and neigh-
bors—we are never prepared to witness the 
power of Mother Nature and the tragedies she 
can leave in her wake. 

Through the tears and sense of disbelief, 
Iowans again have pulled together to help 
friends, family and strangers in need. Over the 
years, I have had the misfortune of viewing 
many communities damaged by storms. Ear-
lier this week I toured the flood ravaged parts 
of my district. The scenes painted by wind and 
water are heartbreaking, but it never ceases to 
amaze me how quickly Iowans show their true 
mettle by bringing hope and strength to their 
towns. 

I know for many Members of Congress, tor-
nados rarely, if ever, affect your communities. 
When you see the astonishing videos of 
storms and the aftermath, I ask that you take 
a moment and think about our first responders 
and the people who find themselves in need. 
We must take every step possible to prevent 
and prepare for disasters like the State of 
Iowa has experienced in recent weeks. This 
amendment will go a long way towards that 
important goal. 

Our thoughts and prayers are with Iowa and 
I urge my colleagues to support this amend-
ment. 

Mr. BRALEY of Iowa. Madam Chairman, I 
am in strong support of my amendment that 
will help improve our ability to forecast deadly 
tornadoes. I regret my absence today to speak 
and vote in favor of this amendment. How-
ever, I have had to return to Iowa due to 
major flooding in my district. I would like to 
thank Chairman GORDON for offering this 
amendment today in my absence. 

In the last three weeks, 12 people have lost 
their lives in Iowa due to tornadoes. On May 
25, parts of my district in northeastern Iowa 
were hit by an EF–5 tornado with winds of up 
to 205 miles per hour. Eight people died, and 
over 70 people were injured due to this tor-
nado, which was the strongest to hit Iowa in 
32 years. Just yesterday, a tornado ripped 
through a Boy Scout camp in Harrison County 
killing 4 Boy Scouts and injuring 48 people. 
My thoughts and prayers go out to the Boy 
Scouts, their family members, friends and all 
those affected by this devastating tornado in 
western Iowa. I hope that all of those injured 
in the western Iowa tornado make a speedy 
recovery so that they can continue on with 
their lives. 

It is clear that the destruction caused by this 
tornado would have resulted in more injuries 
and lives lost had it not been for the warning 
sirens that went off before the tornado hit. 
Those warning sirens gave most people the 
time needed to evacuate and take shelter. 
However, this warning was, unfortunately, not 
enough to ensure the safety of every person 
in the path of these deadly storms. 

I’m offering this amendment today to ensure 
that NASA is actively pursuing research op-
portunities to accurately predict and forecast 
tornadoes. My amendment would require 
NASA to cooperatively work with the National 
Oceanic Atmospheric Administration, NOAA, 
on tornado research. NOAA is actively in-
volved in tornado research at its Storm Pre-
diction Center in Norman, Oklahoma, and co-
ordination between these agencies could 
prove very beneficial. At the Prediction Center, 
NOAA is studying ways to improve the pre-
diction and location of tornadoes. 

I believe that NASA has a lot of valuable 
technology and input to offer on the study of 
tornadoes. However, it seems that NASA has 
done very little work with NOAA on this impor-
tant life saving research. My amendment will 
give NASA and NOAA the opportunity to find 
ways to work cooperatively on tornado re-
search which will help us accurately predict 
these deadly storms. 

My amendment would also require NASA to 
make any existing cooperatives with NOAA on 
tornado research a high priority. In the past, 
NASA has proven that they have a lot to offer 
with tornado research. Their past work with 
NOAA on the Tropical Rainfall Measuring Mis-
sion satellite has shown us that sudden in-
creases in lightning in strong super-cell thun-
derstorms can increase the chances of a tor-
nado touchdown. NASA must commit more re-
sources to this program and other programs 
dealing with tornado research. Committing 
more resources to already existing programs 
will help us accurately forecast tornado touch-
down locations. 

I urge the House to adopt this amendment 
to give NASA a better opportunity to offer its 
technology and expertise in the area of tor-
nado research, and to improve and provide 
additional resources to its already existing tor-
nado research programs. 

Mr. GORDON of Tennessee. Madam 
Chairman, I yield back the balance of 
my time. 

The CHAIRMAN. The question is on 
the amendment offered by the gen-
tleman from Tennessee (Mr. GORDON). 

The amendment was agreed to. 
The CHAIRMAN. The Committee will 

rise informally. 
The Speaker pro tempore (Mr. 

YARMUTH) assumed the chair. 
f 

ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED 

Ms. Lorraine C. Miller, Clerk of the 
House, reported and found truly en-
rolled bills of the House of the fol-
lowing titles, which were thereupon 
signed by the Speaker: 

H.R. 3179. An act to amend title 40, United 
States Code, to authorize the use of Federal 
supply schedules for the acquisition of law 
enforcement, security, and certain other re-
lated items by State and local governments. 

H.R. 3913. An act to amend the Inter-
national Center Act to authorize the lease or 
sublease of certain property described in 
such Act to an entity other than a foreign 
government or international organization if 
certain conditions are met. 

H.R. 6124. An act to provide for the con-
tinuation of agricultural and other programs 
of the Department of Agriculture through 
fiscal year 2012, and for other purposes. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Committee will resume its sitting. 

f 

NATIONAL AERONAUTICS AND 
SPACE ADMINISTRATION AU-
THORIZATION ACT OF 2008 

The Committee resumed its sitting. 
AMENDMENT NO. 10 OFFERED BY MR. HODES 

The CHAIRMAN. It is now in order to 
consider amendment No. 10 printed in 
House Report 110–707. 

Mr. HODES. Madam Chairman, I 
offer an amendment. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Clerk will des-
ignate the amendment. 

The text of the amendment is as fol-
lows: 

Amendment No. 10 offered by Mr. HODES: 
In title XI, add at the end the following 

new section (and amend the table of contents 
accordingly): 
SEC. 1109. CHRISTA MCAULIFFE SCHOLARSHIP 

PROGRAM FOR FIELDS RELATED TO 
THE MISSION OF NASA. 

The Administrator shall establish a schol-
arship program in honor of Christa 
McAuliffe, who died in the 1986 Challenger 
Space Shuttle Disaster. The scholarship fund 
would provide scholarships each year of 
$10,000 each to three women who are going to 
college to study in fields related to the mis-
sion of NASA, with the goal of seeking ca-
reers in space science, aeronautics, and other 
fields related to NASA. 

The CHAIRMAN. Pursuant to House 
Resolution 1257, the gentleman from 
New Hampshire (Mr. HODES) and a 
Member opposed each will control 5 
minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from New Hampshire. 

Mr. HODES. Madam Chairman, I 
yield myself such time as I might con-
sume. 

This amendment will honor a fallen 
hero from New Hampshire who was be-
loved by the Nation. Christa McAuliffe 
was a teacher from Concord, New 
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