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trying to know what they are talking 
about. It might elevate the debate. 

f 

BORDER PATROL AGENTS RAMOS 
AND COMPEAN 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
SARBANES). Under a previous order of 
the House, the gentleman from North 
Carolina (Mr. JONES) is recognized for 5 
minutes. 

Mr. JONES of North Carolina. Mr. 
Speaker, today is the 512th day since a 
great injustice took place in this coun-
try. On January 17, 2007, two U.S. Bor-
der Patrol agents entered Federal pris-
on to begin serving 11 and 12 years, re-
spectively. Agents Compean and Ramos 
were convicted in March of 2006 for 
wounding a Mexican drug smuggler 
who brought 743 pounds of marijuana 
across our border into Texas. 

These agents never should have been 
prosecuted, yet the U.S. Attorney’s Of-
fice prosecuted the agents and granted 
immunity to the drug smuggler. I want 
to repeat that, Mr. Speaker, yet, the 
U.S. Attorney’s Office prosecuted the 
agents and granted immunity to the 
drug smuggler, who claimed he was un-
armed. The illegal drug smuggler re-
ceived full medical care in El Paso, 
Texas and was permitted to return to 
Mexico. 

Mr. Speaker, today I would especially 
like to thank House Judiciary Chair-
man JOHN CONYERS and his staff for 
their interest in investigating this 
case. Last week, I spoke to Chairman 
CONYERS about this case, and I was so 
grateful to learn that the chairman is 
seriously considering holding hearings 
to thoroughly examine the prosecution 
of these two Border agents. The Amer-
ican people have not forgotten Agents 
Ramos and Compean, who should have 
been commended instead of indicted. 
The hundreds of thousands of Ameri-
cans who have supported these two he-
roes will greatly appreciate a decision 
by Chairman CONYERS to hold hearings 
on this injustice. 

These two agents have given years of 
their life in service to this Nation, yet 
they have been unjustly punished for 
doing their job to protect our home-
land. Those of us—and there have been 
many on both sides of the political 
aisle—who have spoken out on behalf 
of these agents for more than a year 
are waiting on the Fifth U.S. Circuit 
Court of Appeals in New Orleans to 
render its decision in this case. 

When those who bravely defend our 
borders are prosecuted, it sends a con-
fusing message to law enforcement, 
who are trying to protect the American 
people. Mr. Speaker, it is my hope and 
prayer that one day soon this injustice 
will be corrected and these two heroes 
will be home with their families. 

Mr. Speaker, I want to close by say-
ing that we have called on the Presi-
dent of the United States to pardon 
these two agents, and yet nothing has 

happened. The last hope for this Con-
gress is in the hands of Chairman CON-
YERS. And I have great respect for 
Chairman CONYERS, he is a man of in-
tegrity and honor. 

So with that, Mr. Speaker, I will ask 
God to continue to bless these two Bor-
der agents and their families. And I 
will also ask God to continue to bless 
our men and women in uniform, and 
ask God to continue to bless America. 

f 

NASA REAUTHORIZATION BILL 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from Texas (Ms. JACKSON-LEE) 
is recognized for 5 minutes. 

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Mr. 
Speaker, we just finished a historic de-
bate for historic legislation, H.R. 6063, 
and I look forward to my colleagues en-
thusiastically supporting the NASA 
Reauthorization Bill. 

Let me highlight what this bill will 
generate for science in America. Fund-
ing for science will be some $4.932 bil-
lion. Aeronautics will be $853 million. 
Space exploration will be $3.886 billion. 
Education will be $128 million. Space 
operations will be some $6 billion. 
Cross-Agency Support Programs, some 
$3 billion. And Inspector General, 
which is very important to ensure the 
integrity of the program, some $35 mil-
lion. This is an investment not for this 
Congress, but for America, and that is 
why this debate is so important. 

As we move this bill forward, I am 
very pleased that this body supported 
my amendment. And I wanted to en-
sure that we had record clarity to 
know that this amendment was worked 
on by the Science Committee and the 
Small Business Administration Com-
mittee, and was timely submitted to 
the Rules Committee and, as well, was, 
if you will, approved by the Rules Com-
mittee. And I was very pleased to have 
this listed as an approved amendment 
in the structured rule process. 

And so all is well now that this 
amendment has been passed and that 
this bill now has been passed, if you 
will, out of this body. And of course 
there will be votes to finalize the pas-
sage of the bill. 

Let me move now, just very briefly, 
to add my deep sympathy to Americans 
who have experienced the tragedy of 
untimely and precipitous weather. 
This, I think, will be the most remark-
able weather season that we may have 
experienced in a couple of years. Tor-
nados are hitting Americans and floods 
all over the Nation. Many of our col-
leagues are absent because of the trag-
edy occurring in their respective dis-
tricts. This further emphasizes, of 
course, the work that we do here, but 
nothing can give solace to those who 
have lost family members. 

As a member of the Board of the Sam 
Houston Area Council Boy Scouts of 
America, I offer my deepest sympathy 

to the Boy Scouts who lost their lives 
in Iowa, and to their Member of Con-
gress and to the families there. Let me 
also cite the brave young men who 
were involved in protecting others and 
providing first aid. It shows what kind 
of character and integrity is built for 
those who are in the Boy Scouts. And 
we offer to them our deepest sympathy. 
We know that the national Boy Scouts 
are mourning, and Boy Scouts across 
America. But as they mourn, let us 
also pay tribute to those who rose and 
showed themselves well as they sought 
to help those who could not help them-
selves. 

Again, our sympathy to the Boy 
Scouts of America, to the Boy Scouts 
of Iowa, and certainly to the families 
of those who lost their lives in the last 
24 to 48 hours, and those Americans 
who are also in the face of these tragic, 
terrible natural disasters, and who 
have suffered personal loss, property 
loss, and certainly the loss of loved 
ones. 

f 

ENERGY CRISIS 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 

previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Indiana (Mr. BURTON) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. BURTON of Indiana. Mr. Speak-
er, I don’t think I’ll take the whole 5 
minutes tonight because I’m going to 
join Mr. WESTMORELAND of Georgia in a 
special 1 hour order on energy in just a 
few minutes. But I would like to say, 
during the 5 minutes that I have, that 
another week has gone by in the Con-
gress of the United States and we have 
taken no action in dealing with the en-
ergy crisis that faces America today. 

The price of gasoline is well over $4 
in most areas, and in some areas it’s up 
closer to $4.50. Diesel fuel is over $4.50 
a gallon, and the truckers across this 
country are suffering, and they’ve even 
demonstrated here in Washington, D.C. 

And it’s not just the energy problem 
that we have to deal with, it’s the ef-
fect that the energy problem has on 
other commodities, such as food and 
other equipment that we need to keep 
this economy moving forward. 

The price of food is going to go up. 
It’s going to have tremendous infla-
tionary pressure on every family in 
this country if we don’t address this 
problem and address it quickly. I know 
some of my colleagues say, well, you 
know, if we started drilling for oil in 
the ANWR today, it would take 10 
years before we would get that oil to 
market. Well, I disagree; I think it 
would be a lot sooner than that. But 
the sooner we start, the quicker we 
will have that oil at our refineries. 

We also could drill off the Conti-
nental Shelf and get another couple 
million barrels of oil a day. And that 
may take a little bit of time, but the 
sooner we start, the better. 

The other thing we have to consider 
is we need more refineries to refine 
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